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May 15, 2008
Lake Clark NP Considering Trail Designation

The National Park Service is considering designating existing trails for off-road vehicle use in the woodlots near Port Alsworth in Lake Clark National Preserve. The NPS is proposing this action to manage use in this area to minimize adverse impacts while providing reasonable access to subsistence firewood resources.

Three alternatives are being considered in an environmental assessment which is open for public comment through June 13, 2008.

Subsistence firewood gathering is allowed and firewood cutting is permitted under Park Service regulations. The Port Alsworth area is remote and accessible primarily by aircraft. Woodcutting has occurred in the area since the first prospectors arrived to camp near the mouth of the Tanalian River between 1898 and 1910. Today, off-road vehicles are used to access firewood resources near the community of Port Alsworth.

Over time, the ORV trail network has expanded along the Tanalian River, with about 3.5 miles of trails on national parkland. This network has resulted in trails providing duplicate access and vehicles degrading habitat by compacting soils and trampling vegetation as well as the scenic quality of the area. 

This EA analyzes a no-action alternative and two alternatives for managing ORV access. Under the no-action alternative, 3.51 miles of existing trails in the Port Alsworth area of Lake Clark National Preserve would continue to be used by off-road vehicles to support firewood collection and other activities. Alternative 2 would designate 1.54 miles of trails that provide primary access to tree harvest areas in the woodlot. 

Alternative 3, the NPS preferred alternative, would designate 2.22 miles of trail for ORV use that provide primary and secondary access to tree harvest areas in the woodlot. As a condition of the woodcutting permit, the NPS would establish a 25-foot buffer on each side of all primary trails where cutting standing timber would not be allowed. 

Public comment is open on the environmental assessment through June 13. A .pdf version of the documents can be found at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/publicHome.cfm and then selecting Lake Clark from the menu of parks. Instructions for submitting comments are also available at that site.
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