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September 18, 2008
For Immediate Release

Contact: Dave Kruse, Superintendent, 530-667-8101
Fall Season Guided Tours on Captain Jacks Stronghold Trail following Jack Fire
Tulelake, CA – Lava Beds National Monument superintendent Dave Kruse is pleased to announce that rangers will lead visitors on tours through the inner loop trail of Captain Jacks Stronghold throughout the fall season.  Due to resource protection and visitor safety concerns brought about by the Jack Fire that swept through the monument’s northern grasslands in August, the popular Captain Jacks Stronghold area otherwise remains closed to the public.  Other trails in the area that burned such as the Gillem’s Camp, Gillem’s Bluff and Thomas-Wright Battlefield Trails, have reopened.
Historical tours led by an interpretive ranger will be offered Saturdays in September, departing from the parking lot Captain Jacks Stronghold at 12 noon.  No reservations are required, and tours will last approximately one hour. Sturdy footwear should be worn.  Public tours are also being offered at 11 am and 2 pm daily Thursday through Monday thoughout October and November.  School classes or other groups may also request an additional tour by contacting the Visitor Center at 530-667-8113 at least one week in advance of their intended visit. 
Due to extended staffing provided by National Park Service Centennial funds, ranger-guided cave tours will also be offered Saturdays in September, departing from the Visitor Center at 3:00 pm.  The Visitor Center is open daily from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.  Rangers are available to assist visitors in planning a self-guided caving or hiking adventure in the relative solitude and cooler temperatures of Lava Beds’ off-season.  The Indian Wells Campground also remains open all year. 
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