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[ THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM

Congress established Yellowstone National Park
March 1, 1872, in the Territories of Montana and
Wyoming, “..as a public park or pleasuring ground for
the benefit and enjoyment of the people...,” and placed it
“under the exclusive control of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior.” Yellowstone was the first National Park in the
world. Today there are more than 1,200 national parks
or equivalent reserves in more than 100 countries.

President Woodrow Wilson signed the law establish-
ing the United States National Park Service, August
25, 1916. In part this law states:

“The Service thus established shall promote and

regulate the use of Federal areas known as na-
tional parks, monuments and reservations by
such means and measures as conform to the fun-
damental purpose of the said parks, monuments
and reservations, which purpose is to conserve
the scenery and the natural and historic objects
and the wild life therein and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by
such means as will leave them unimpaired for
the enjoyment of future generations.”

Since 19186, the National Park System has grown
to include more than 375 areas and 83 million
acres. These areas not only protect unique natu-
ral values and biological diversity, but also prehis-
toric, historic, and cultural values as well. A list of
the types of areas and numbers of these areas rep-
resented in the National Park System follows:

National Battlefield; National Battlefield Park;

National Military Park; National Battlefield Site 24
National Historical Park; National Historical Site;
International Historic Site 13

National Lakeshore 4
National Memorial 27
National Monument 73
National Park 54
National Parkway 4
National Preserve/Reserve 18
National Recreation Area 19
National Scenic Trail 3
National Seashore 10
National River; National Wild

and Scenic River; National

Riverway 15
Without Designation 1

For more information about the National Park Sys-
tem in general, the U. S. Government Printing Of-
fice publication The National Parks Index 1997-
1999 gives a complete listing of all of the sites that
are managed by the National Park Service.

The employees and volunteers of the National Park
Service bring a diversity of background and skills
to their work. Some park rangers perform resource
and visitor protection duties; others work in re-
source education. Administrative staff, mainte-
nance employees, trail crew, scientists, technicians,
researchers, historians, architects, and many oth-
ers work as a team to care for sites in the National
Park System.
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On June 30, 1976, President Gerald Ford signed
the law authorizing Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park. In part the law states, “Thar in
order to preserve in public ownership for the benefit
and inspiration of the people of the United States,
historic structures and trails associated with the Klon-
dike Gold Rush of 1898, the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to establish the Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park..., consisting of a Seattle unit, a Skagway
unit, the Chilkoot Trail unit, and the White Pass Trail
unit....”

For more information about the Skagway, Chilkoot
and White Pass Trail units contact:

Superintendent

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
P.O.Box 517

Skagway, Alaska 99840-0517

Telephone: (907) 983-2921.

The law authorizing the National Historical Park
also stated, “...within the Pioneer Square Historic Dis-
trict in Seattle...the Secretary may select a suitable site
for the Seattle unit....” Today, true to the spirit of the
legislation, the Seattle unit of the park is located in
the heart of the historic Pioneer Square neighbor-
hood at 117 South Main Street. In the park bro-
chure for the Seattle unit is a map depicting the
boundaries of the Pioneer Square Historic District.

For Information on the Seattle unit and the Pio-
neer Square Historical District, please contact:

Superintendent

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
117 South Main Street

Seattle, Washington 98032

Telephone: (206) 553-7220

Parks Canada, Canada’s National Park Service,
recognizes the Klondike Gold Rush natural and
cultural values by managing Chilkoot Trail National
Historic Site in British Columbia and the Klondike
National Historic Sites in Dawson City, Yukon
Territory. For more information contact:

Parks Canada

Area Superintendent

Yukon National Historic Sites

205 - 300 Main Street

Whitehorse, Yukon Territory Y1A 2B5
Canada

Telephone (867) 667-3910

WHITE PASS 4898
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[TEE ERA OF THE GOLD RUSH
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In western North America during the mid-Nine-
teenth Century, prospectors had been seeking their
fortunes. In the United States the California Gold
Rush set in motion a migration of people across
the continent and around the world. The name
“Forty-niner” became synonymous with these avid
prospectors. Other mineral strikes resulted from
miners exploring in the mountain ranges of North
America.

By the latter third of the nineteenth century similar
explorations were occurring in the mining districts
of British Columbia. By the mid 1880s prospectors
were exploring the Yukon River drainage.
Fortymile, located forty miles down stream from Ft.
Reliance in northwestern Canada, experienced
three rushes, also known as stampedes, during
1887. Ten years later, members of this community
initiated the first stampede to the Klondike.

DISCOVER

LY IN THE KELONDIKE

Robert Henderson, of Nova Scotia, had been pros-
pecting for gold along the tributaries of the Yukon
River. In August of 1896, George Washington
Carmack his Tagish Indian wife Kate (Shaaw Tlaa);
her brother “Skookum Jim,” James Mason (Keish);
and their nephew, Dawson Charlie (Kda Goox)
struck up a conversation with Henderson as he
passed through the Carmacks camp.

As they talked, Henderson invited Carmack to work
his claim on Hunker creek, but insisted Kate, Jim,
and Charlie stay behind. Henderson did not care
for the natives who lived along the Yukon river.
Henderson may have also suggested to Carmack
that he look up Rabbit Creek, a tributary of the Klon-
dike River, for gold deposits. On August 16, 1896,
Carmack and Jim searched along Rabbit Creek and
when Skookum Jim saw “gold, shining like cheese
in a sandwich.” Carmack and Dawson Charlie

rushed over and Carmack dipped a gold pan into
the gravel. The discovery pan yielded more than a
1/4 ounce! This was outstanding! A good “pan”
was considered one that yielded much less.

Skookum Jim remained to guard the area while the
others rushed to Forty Mile to register the claims.
Carmack named himself as the discoverer, entitling
him to two claims and registered one claim each
for Skookum Jim and Dawson Charlie. He then
renamed Rabbit Creek “Bonanza.”

After filing the claim, George Carmack went to Bill
McPhee’s Saloon, a popular spot for Yukon
prospectors. Calling for attention, he paused
dramatically and announced, “Boys, there’s been
a strike on Rabbit Creek.” Carmack’s nickname in
Fortymile had been “Lyin’ George,” but this time,
he was telling the truth.

Within a matter of days, Bonanza and Eldorado
Creeks were staked from end to end. The unwritten
“miners code” said that Carmack was to send word
to Robert Henderson so that Henderson could stake
a claim on the creek that he had suggested.
Carmack, still angry over the slight to his native
Yukon family, did not. By the time Henderson
arrived on the scene, there was no land left to stake.

Although the gold was first discovered in August
1896, it took almost a year for the word to get out
to the rest of the world. For the next eleven months,
those first prospectors mined the gravel of the
Klondike and its tributaries, accumulating a
tremendous amount of gold. Known as the
“Klondike Kings,” many of these prospectors de-
cided to return to the United States after a year in
the goldfields.
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[ THE UNITED STATES IN 1897

Why would someone leave their home to travel to
the Klondike goldfields? The answer cannot be
found in bank accounts or photo albums. Instead,
consider the human spirit of the late 1890s. A se-
vere depression called the “Panic of ‘93" rocked
the American economy, putting prosperous busi-
nesses into bankruptcy and sending the nation’s
morale into a downward spiral. There was no end
in sight to the desperation felt by the thousands
unemployed.

In the 1890 the Census Bureau declared that the
western frontier had closed. The information that
the census collected indicated that every region of
the contiguous United States had experienced
settlement. For the wanderers, the adventurers,
and the explorers, this was the end of an era. The
only place left to them was the great north - Alaska
and northwest Canada. The Last Frontier.

The rumors of a big strike on the Yukon River in
Canada were proven to be true with the arrival of
the SS Excelsior in San Francisco on July 14, 1897.
The $750,000 of gold on board caught the atten-
tion of people across the country, especially those
in Seattle. The miners arriving in San Francisco
let it be known that the SS Portland bound for Seattle,
was carrying even more gold than the SS Excelsior.

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer sent a group of report-
ers out on a chartered tug to intercept the
SS Portland as it neared Seattle. After meeting the
SS Portland and interviewing its passengers, the tug
steamed back to Seattle. The news of the arrival
of the SS Portland and the gold she carried had al-
ready hit the streets as the ship prepared to dock.
What had been a rumor was now known to be a
fact.

In an article written by Beriah Brown were the words
that would trigger the great stampede: “At 3 o’clock

“GOLD! GOLD! GOLD!
STACKS OF YELLOW METATL "

this morning the steamship SS Portland from St.
Michael for Seattle, passed up [Puget] Sound with
more than a ton of solid gold on board. . . . A ton of
gold and 68 passengers.” The SS Portland actually
carried at least rwo tons of gold.

The initial stampede was not to the Klondike but
rather to Schwabacher's Dock (near the present
Seattle Aquarium). As the SS Portland arrived at
6:00 a.m. on July 17, 1897, 5,000 people flooded
the waterfront. They were eager to see the gold
and to hear firsthand stories of the sixty-eight min-
ers on board. It was almost as if just hearing the
miners stories would bestow the touch of Midas—
or so many hoped!

By 9:30 that same morning, people were resign-
ing from their jobs. The promise of a pay check,
no matter how large or small, was no match for the
“certain” wealth to be made in the Klondike. Street-
car-operators, salesmen, policemen, ministers,
even the Mayor of Seattle, W.D. Wood, left their
jobs. Inten days, more than 1,500 people had left
for the Klondike, and many more were waiting to

“join them.

From 1897 to 1898 thousands of stampeders came
through Seattle on their way to the Klondike
Goldfields. As men, women and families began
passing through the city their impact was felt
immediately, revitalizing the city’s struggling
economy.

Merchants, who for four years had been feeling
the effects of the Panic of 1893, were suddenly set
upon by frenzied miners preparing for the journey
north. Businessmen such as Isaac Cooper and
Louis Levy, the proprietors of Cooper and Levy;







