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Commercial Licenses








National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior





P.O. Box 517


Skagway, AK 99840


(Fax) 907-983-9249





EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA





The Chilkoot Trail is an international trail managed by the National Park Service and Parks Canada.  All campsites along the trail must be reserved in advanced by calling 1-800-661-0486 (867-667-3910 local/overseas).  Upon arriving in Skagway, groups will need to register, pay hiking fees and pick up their permits at the Trail Center (On Broadway between 1st and 2nd).  There you will be advised of weather, bear safety, and trail conditions.








This minimizes impacts on the trail, artifacts, vegetation, wildlife, and fellow hikers.   Groups larger than twelve are required to camp at separate sites, and follow different itineraries.  Please contact the park so we can advise you on dates that will limit conflicts with other groups.  Large groups are limited to one per day over the Chilkoot Pass regardless of commercial or independent status.





Group Registration





Group Size Limitations





Paid guides or outfitters are required by the National Park Service to obtain a commercial use authorization (CUA) to operate within a National Park. Contact the Park to obtain necessary permits applications or download an application on the web at http://www.nps.gov/akso/concessions/index.cfm?theme=cua#application.  Parks Canada also requires a separate commercial license for paid guides leading a group over the trail.  See contact information below.











Leading a hike over the Chilkoot Trail with a group requires that everyone in your party is prepared.  As a leader, it is your responsibility to make sure that everyone in your group has the most current information possible.  It is recommended that all group leaders contact the park several months prior to arrival.  Park Rangers can assist you in making sure that you have the most current information available before arriving in Skagway.








Group Leader Responsibility





Check List:  Am I prepared to lead a group on the Chilkoot Trail?  





Contacted Reservation Desk to discuss dates and purchase permits.


Have current certification in CPR and Basic First Aid


Have an adequate first aid kit and have instructed the group on how to use it.


Set up all tents to ensure all parts are present and working properly.


Examined sleeping bags.


Practiced filling and lighting camping stoves


Have prepared enough food and supplies to last beyond the planned trip length.


Have informed the entire group the importance of sterilizing water by means of boiling, liquid treatment, or through a water filter.


Practiced wearing and adjusting pack to insure a proper fit.


Prepared adequate clothing for the trip; (i.e. rain coat, rain pants, sunglasses, long underwear, gloves, hats and sunscreen)


Have suitable hiking boots for steep, rocky terrain with wet and snowy conditions.


Have read the Chilkoot Trail orientation packet.


Know how to handle food in bear country and have >21’ rope or parachute cord and food bag.








Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park





Group Leader’s Guide to Hiking the Chilkoot Trail





While camping limits are established to allow for sufficient numbers of hikers to utilize the facilities at each campground along the Chilkoot Trail, large group dynamics can sometimes unwittingly result in excluding independent hikers from the use of certain facilities.  Organized groups tend to assemble together and may dominate the use of a warming shelter or food storage facilities.  Please be respectful of independent hikers and leave sufficient room for their use of the shelters and food storage devices.  At Sheep Camp, a separate food storage box is provided for large group use.  Please instruct your group members to use this box.





EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA





Hiking boots are strongly recommended.  Hikers will encounter boulder fields, snow fields, deep mud and stream crossings along the way.  Therefore, proper footwear is necessary to reduce the risk of broken bones, sprained ankles, wet feet, and blisters.  





The Chilkoot Trail can be an unpredictable place.  Groups that are prepared to deal with first aid emergencies can prevent a disaster.  The Park Service recommends that everyone in your group be trained in at least basic first aid and CPR.  The following are suggestions you may want to consider.


Make sure to bring adequate first aid supplies and insure that everyone in your group knows how to use them. 





Monitor any member illness or injury that may result in further harm while hiking the trail.





Be aware of any medications that a group member may need while hiking the Chilkoot Trail.  Bring all needed medications!











Foot Wear





First-Aid Awareness





You should confirm the citizenship of each member of your group in advance of the hike and make sure that all Visas and passports are appropriate and current for travel across the U.S./Canada border.  At the Trail Center you will declare your entry into Canada on a courtesy Customs Registration.  It is each person’s responsibility to personally clear customs at Fraser,  B.C. or Whitehorse, YT upon entry into Canada.  Contact U.S. and Canada Customs for the latest procedures and requirements.





Customs 





Group Camping 





Further Reading: These books are good references for learning more about hiking, low impact camping, bears and the Gold Rush History.  





Walking Softly in the wilderness:			The Klondike Fever, Pierre Berton,


The Sierra Guide to Backpacking,			New York, Carroll and Graf: 1985.


John Hart, San Francisco, Sierra Club


Books:1984


Medicine for Mountaineering and		Bear Attacks Their Causes and	


Other Wilderness Activities, 4th. ed.,		Avoidance, Stephen, Herrero, New York,


Seattle, The Mountaineers: 1992			Lyons and Burford: 1985








Important Contact Information.





Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park.	Chilkoot Trail National


PO Box 517 Skagway, AK 99840			Historic Site of Canada


907-983-9234 (Summer)    907-983-2921 (Winter)	205-300 Main St.


� HYPERLINK http://www.nps.gov/klgo ��www.nps.gov/klgo�					Whitehorse Yukon, Y1A2B5


For Reservations: 1-800-661-0486


								OR 867-667-3910 (local/overseas)





US Border Station					Canada Customs


Skagway, AK						Fraser, BC


(867) 821-4111


Whitehorse, YT


(867) 667-3943





White Pass Yukon Route & Railroad


P.O. Box 435


Skagway, AK 99840


800-343-7373


fax: 907-983-2734


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wpyr.com" ��www.wpyr.com�








The Klondike Gold Rush has been called “the last grand adventure.” Don’t let an ill-prepared trip make hiking the Chilkoot trail your last grand adventure











