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Vi si on St at enent

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park contains the site of sone of the fiercest
fighting of the Givil War's Atlanta Canpaign. The Battle of Kolb's Farmand the Battle
of Kennesaw Mountain in June of 1864 represent the | ast major engagenments before
Confederate forces retreated to Atlanta. Sherman's capture of Atlanta in Septenber
secured a second term by President Lincoln and assured the war's prosecution to its end
a few nmonths |ater.

The park preserves portions of these battlefields for nenorial and nmilitary study
pur poses. Kennesaw Mountain is where General Sherman's military strategy of breaking
the will of opponents was first used, and set the course for nilitary strategy used
t oday. Kennesaw Mountain is the nost intact site of the 1864 Atl anta Canpai gn

i ncl udi ng over 11 mles of earthworks.

Kennesaw Mountain is the |argest public greenspace in the nmetro-Atlanta area, and has
becorme an island of green surrounded by devel opnent. The park receives intense
recreational use, challenging its nmission as a nenorial historic site. Use of park
roads by 160,000 daily comuter vehicles has pushed park visitation into the top two
parks in the nation. Park roads are operating at 160% capacity and projected to be at
gridl ock by 2030.

The Centennial vision for the park and its partners is to inprove non-vehicul ar access
to the park by constructing bicycle/pedestrian trails linking the park to surrounding
conmunities, replace the nountain road shuttle with an alternative fuel vehicle, and

i nprove parking facilities to elimnate uncontrolled parking on road shoul ders and
fields. Other new facilities include trails to access the Union battle |ine, wayside
exhibits for the trail system trailside conposting toilets, and trail head ki osks and
trail signage pronoting m nimuminpact ethics for the 1 mllion annual trail users.
Landscape treatnents will include stabilizing earthworks, rehabilitation and managenent
of forest and field cover, and relocating the Georgia nonunment to the Georgia troops
battle site. A short tine-frame exists to inmplenent |and protection strategies for
remai ni ng undevel oped properties in the park's Land Protection Plan

Kennesaw Mount ai n has trenendous support from numerous partners including Cobb County,
Kennesaw Mountain Hi storical Association, and the Kennesaw Muntain Trail dub. Park
partners attended the Listening Session in Atlanta, and have denonstrated w |l ingness
to donate matching funds for the Centennial Initiative

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Dani el R Brown




Site:

KEMO STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard

to which all other park systens aspire.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Visitor access to key park facilities and resources is extrenely limted due
to i nadequate parking. Parking at the Pigeon Hill battle site, Cheatham Hill
trail head, and 24-Gun Battery consists of w dened road shoul ders, creating an
unsafe and unsightly experience for visitors. The park will design parKking
facilities for each of these locations to provide safe access for cars and

buses while mnimzing i npacts to the resources.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site:

KEND STEWARDSHI P

I mprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Restore native habitats by controlling invasive species and reintroduci ng key
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

The aggressive invasive species garlic nmustard was first spotted in the State
of Georgia in 2003 at the top of Kennesaw Mountain. The park has been

wor ki ng with the Southeast Exotic Plant Management Teamto map the extent of
the infestation and spray it annually. The park has also partnered with the
Ceorgi a Exotic Pest Plant Council, University of Georgia, Trees Atlanta, and
Hands-On Atlanta to conduct two volunteer weed pull days annually. The

i nfestation is currenly contained within approximately 30 acres. The park
plans to eradicate this invasive fromthe park to prevent its spread to other
| ocations in Georgia.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

I mprove high-priority assets to acceptable condition, as neasured by the
Facility Condition |ndex.

Restore the battlefield | andscape for the 150th anniversary of the CGvil War,
to include stabilizing and preserving the park's 11 mles of earthworks,
rehabilitati on and nmanagenent of forest and field cover, and treatnent for

| andscape features fromthe battle-period and | ater comrenorative periods.
Sone fields that resulted frompost-war agricultural practices will be

rel eased to succession, and sonme forested areas that need to be returned to
open fields for interpretive purposes will be cleared. The uprooting and

wi ndt hrow of large trees growi ng from eart hworks has caused consi derabl e
danmage. The earthworks managenent plan will be inplenmented for all 11 nmiles
of earthworks to assure their stabilization and preservation. The Georgia
nonunent installed during the G vil War centennial celebration in 1964 was

i mproperly located at the foot of Kennesaw Mountain rather than at Pigeon

H 1l where the CGeorgia reginents fought. This nonunent will be noved to an
appropriate location at Pigeon H |l and an access trail and interpretive
waysi de installed. The McCook marker will also be returned to its historic
| ocation at Cheatham Hill to mark the starting point of the Union attack.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

KEMO STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no compelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience remains

untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Conpl ete acquisition of the Hensley property which contains infantry trenches
t hat supported Sherman's 24-gun battery (#1 in the park's Land Protection
Plan). Wrk with Congress on legislation to revise the park boundary to
accept the donation of the Wallis house and signal hill, General O QO
Howar d' s headquarters (#2 in the park's Land Protection Plan). Wrk with
Cobb County in the purchase and donation of the CSX Railroad property, to
interpret the role of the railroad in the Atlanta canpaign (#3 in Land
Protection Plan). Pursue Kolb's Farmbattlefield property, Battle of Bald
Knob property, Johnston's River Line property, and other |and
protection/acquisition strategies for renmi ni ng undevel oped properties

identified in the park's Land Protection Pl an.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S




Site:

KEMO ENVI RONVENT

I nspire an environnental conscience in Anrericans.

Establ i sh progranms to showcase exenpl ary environmental practices and increase
vi sitor awareness of how the practices apply to their daily lives, as
nmeasured by surveys.

The park has partnered with Cobb County to incorporate bicycle/pedestrian
trails paralleling park roads to link the park with adjoining conmunities.
These trails will becone part of the County's nmulti-use trail network,
enabling citizens to bicycle or walk to parks, comrercial conplexes and to
work rather than drive. The County has already constructed the Mountain to
Ri ver Trail within the park that will |ink Kennesaw Mountain NBP to

Chatt ahoochee River NRA. The Noonday Creek Trail is in the planning and
design stage, with construction slated to start in 2008. Oher planned

bi cycl e/ pedestrian Trails include the CheathamH |l Trail - Phases 1 & 2,
Burnt Hi ckory Trail, Stilesboro Trail, O d Muntain, and Dallas Trails. Park
roads are currently operating at 160% capacity with over 160,000 cars per
day. The Mountain to River Trail is already regularly used, and the other

bi cycl e/ pedestrian trails will continue to encourage visitors to ride or walk
rat her than drive.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Denonstrate environmental excellence through increased use of alternative
energy and fuels at every park.

The park will replace its aging diesel engine school bus used for the

mount ain road shuttle service with a diesel/hybrid bus that operates on

bi odi esel fuel, or other alternative fuel vehicle as reconrended by the
park's Alternative Transportation Plan. Mre than 34,000 visitors/year use
the shuttle bus in lieu of private vehicles to get to the top of Kennesaw
Mount ai n.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: KEMO RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Americans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nati onal
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

The park will construct 9.5 mles of newtrail along the west side of the
park to access and interpret the Union battle line. These newtrails will be
bot h pedestrian and equestrian accessible. The trail will closely parallel
battle features, and strategically |located wayside exhibits will interpret
key battle events. The park will partner with volunteers fromthe Kennesaw
Trail Cub for construction and nai ntenance of these and other park trails.
The trail to the top of Kennesaw Mountain will be rerouted to reduce its
grade and enable it to be surfaced to nake it accessible. This is critical
to providing safe stroller access for parents who currently push their
strollers up the nmountain road, sharing that narrow road with vehicles and

bi cycles. The park will also partner with Cobb County in the construction of
bi cycl e/ pedestrian trails along Ad 41 Hw, Cheatham Hi ||l Road, Powder
Springs Road, John Ward Road, Burnt Hickory Road, Stilesboro Road, Dallas Hwy
and O d Muntain Road. These trails will link the park to surrounding
comunities and al so enable park visitors to safely ride/wal k throughout the
park wi t hout having to drive.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Site: KEMO RECREATI ON

Establ i sh “vol un-tourisni excursions to national parks for volunteers to help
achi eve natural and cultural resource protection goals.

I ncrease annual vol unteer hours by 100 percent, from5.2 mllion hours to
10.4 mllion hours.

The park will inplenent a Trail Anbassador program for volunteers to assist
the park with trail patrol. Trail Anbassadors will contact trail users
sharing Leave No Trace mni numinpact nessagi ng, and serving as additi onal
eyes and ears for the park staff, notifying park staff when they observe
vi ol ati ons, resource damage, or safety concerns.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

KEMO EDUCATI ON

Impart to every American a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

The park will inplenent a Leave No Trace m ninuminpact ethics programin the
park, targeted at the park's 1 nillion annual trail users, in partnership
with the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club. The Leave No Trace Program wil |l

i ncl ude trail head ki osks, trail signage, and a new trail map that all

i ncorporate Leave No Trace mini num inpact nessaging. The Leave No Trace
Programwi Il include initiating a Trail Anbassador program training

vol unteers to hike the park trails contacting other hikers with park

i nformation and mini numinpact ethics. The park will also install 3

trail side conmposting toilets strategically located to reduce the inpacts of
human waste deposited along the trail system

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The park will install approximtely 40 waysi de exhibits on the trail system
strategically located at battlefield features along the Confederate and Uni on
lines to interpret key battle events. The waysides will reach over 1 mllion

trail users annually.

The park will also create a new park filmand and entry panel for the visitor
center exhibits that put the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain and the Civil War in
context, addressing causes of the war, slavery, and the national inpacts of
the capture of Atlanta by Union forces to the re-election of Lincoln to a
second term and the prosecution of the war to its concl usion.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



