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Welcome to the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens Junior Ranger Program. The
park is one of nearly 400 National Parks in the United States. National Parks
are special places set aside by the American people to share our story with the
world. Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens is a park where you can see the history of
how we have used rivers and wetlands. As a Junior Ranger it is your job to:

1) Explore the park and its resources.

2) Learn everything you can about the park through the Junior Ranger
activities and your own explorations.

3) Protect the park by sharing what you learn with others and treating the
park with respect.

Safety is always important. Stay on the path. Avoid poison ivy. If you’re not
sure what a plant is, leave it alone.

Wild animals live in the park. Never try to approach, touch, feed or throw
things at them. This is their home.

Complete the activities in the book and take your book to the visitor center for
your Junior Ranger badge. Or you can mail it to Junior Ranger Program,
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, 1900 Anacostia Dr. SE, Washington, DC 20020.



Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens is part of the National Park System. Every
National Park preserves something special. Sometimes it’s a natural place like
the Grand Canyon or Assateague Island National Seashore. Some parks
preserve a historical site like Fredrick Douglas House or Manassas National
Battlefield. Some parks, like Yellowstone protect several different things.

Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens is the only park in the National Park System set
up to preserve cultivated aquatic plants. A cultivated aquatic plant is a plant
people grow in water. The park is also special because you can learn about how
people have treated wetlands from times before European settlers came here
up to the present day. Today, we know wetlands are super important.

A wetland is a place with regular flooding at least part of the year. Our wetland
is tidal fresh water . Tidal means that the water get higher or lower throughout
the day, just like the ocean at the beach. Freshwater means there is no salt in
the water (different from the ocean, which is salty). A marsh is a wetland with
lots of plants, especially grasses like cattails and wild rice. A swamp has trees.

Do you have a park near your home?

Describe that place or park and share why it is important to you.
Find out who takes care of the park (the National Park Service, the state, the

county, or a private group).

What special things does your park protect?

What do you think would happen if the park wasn’t protected?



Explore your park

Safety

Hobby Space
Scavenger Hunt
Park Map

Find out more

Maze

Wetland or Not?
Time line
Invasives

Protect

Watersheds
Restoration
Pledge






