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Dear Future Visitor to Kalaupapa National Historical Park,

Kalaupapa’s isolation presents some unique obstacles for solid waste management. A landfill is currently available for trash disposal, but it is scheduled to close at the end of 2009. Trash will then have to be removed from the community by plane or sent up the Pali Trail by mule. Trash removal from the settlement will be a costly and challenging procedure. 

To reduce the amount of trash, recyclables are collected throughout the year, stored on-site and sent to recycling processors in Oahu each summer on the annual barge. Food and other organic wastes are composted at the park and the finished compost is redistributed in Kalaupapa. 

Kalaupapa has curbside recycling and compost collection available. In common areas, green recycling bins are placed next to grey trash bins. Please keep a lookout for them. You can recycle all #1 and #2 plastics (drink bottles and some food containers), glass bottles and jars, aluminum cans, newspaper, magazines, cardboard and office paper. If you must bring disposable items, please make sure that they are recyclable. Plastic bags, plastic food wrap, aluminum foil or pans, and Styrofoam are not accepted for recycling.

If you are a sponsored guest staying overnight, we request that you do not bring disposable dishes or utensils. Please make use of the tableware that is available in your housing. Before you come, review everything you’re bringing and observe where packaging can be minimized. Please buy in bulk where possible, leave unnecessary packaging at home and be conscientious of your waste. Food scrap collection is available for guests preparing their own food in visitor housing. All kinds of food scraps can be composted.

We look forward to your visit and appreciate your awareness of our solid waste challenges. 

Please see the following chart for more details on what can and cannot be recycled in Kalaupapa.
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Recycling and Composting Guidelines for Kalaupapa
	Category
	ACCEPTED for recycling
	NOT accepted
	Please Kokua

	ALUMINUM
	Aluminum beverage cans, any size
	Aluminum foil

Aluminum pans
	EMPTY AND RINSE WELL

	PLASTIC
	Plastic marked with #1 or #2 recycling symbol (look at bottom of container).  

This typically includes drink bottles, laundry detergent jugs, shampoo bottles and some food containers. 

Plastic screw-on lids from laundry detergent, peanut butter, soda, shampoo and other plastic bottles
	All other types of plastic

(#3, #4, #5, #6, #7)

Unmarked plastics

Flimsy plastic

Containers for automotive  

   fluid, oil, gas, chemicals, 

   pesticides, fertilizers, or 

   other hazardous materials

Lids other than listed as accepted
	REMOVE LIDS, EMPTY AND RINSE WELL.

	GLASS
	Glass jars and bottles (all colors)


	Lids and tops


	REMOVE LIDS, EMPTY AND RINSE WELL.

	METAL FOOD CANS


	Clean steel/bi-metal food cans & lids

Clean aluminum food cans & lids

Clean metal jar lids

Punctured aerosol cans 
	Cans with food residue


	PLEASE RINSE No need to remove labels.  

	CARDBOARD
	Corrugated cardboard

Paperboard (cereal boxes, etc.)

Brown packing paper

Brown paper bags

Rolls from paper towel and toilet paper

Staples and packing tape OK
	WET MATERIAL

Waxed cardboard

Plastic-lined cardboard

Milk and juice cartons

Cardboard with food residue

Styrofoam or packing peanuts

Rolls that are too stiff to bend
	DRY MATERIAL ONLY 

ALL sizes

Flatten boxes to leave space in the bin

	PAPER
	White office paper

Colored office paper

Newspaper (glossy inserts OK)

Magazines and glossy paper

Manila and file folders

Shredded paper (must be bagged separately)
	Wet paper of any kind

Tissue paper or paper towels

Carbon paper

Envelopes with plastic windows


	DRY MATERIAL ONLY

Please remove all plastic windows in envelopes

	
	
	
	

	COMPOST
	ACCEPTED
	NOT Accepted
	Please Kokua

	ALL FOOD WASTE
	Any plate scrapings & leftovers 

Vegetable trimmings, fruit peels

Meat and oils in small quantities

Coffee grounds, coffee filters, tea bags

Paper towels and napkins (free of chemicals)

Egg cartons
	Plastic

Foil

Glass

Metal

Styrofoam
	Collection pail will need to be rinsed and cleaned regularly


