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JOHN MUIR AND SCOTLAND

                                                       MUIR and SCOTLAND

Did John Muir have any lingering fondness for his ancestral home and its people?  Indeed he did, judging from the following quotes.

"I have always maintained that the Scotch are the salt of the earth.  The French are more affable and polite, the Italians more lively and graceful and the Germans more dreamy and imaginative but for real kindness of heart, depth of intellect, and all the graver, higher attributes of humanity the sons of Caledonia are unequaled.  As a philanthropist then, I rejoice at the birth of every Scot in general, and every Muir in particular and I am glad to hear that there is fair prospects of your soon engaging in the good work and furnishing an average quota of precious Scotch element to the grand human mass of the earth..."  (From a letter to his brother Daniel on the eve of Daniel’s engagement)

"....To how many fine godly men and women has our stormy, craggy, glacier-sculpted little Scotland given birth, influencing for good every country under the sun!.... How strong you must be and happy in doing so much good, in being able to illustrate so nobly the national character founded in God's immutable righteousness that makes Scotland loved at homes revered abroad!  Everybody blessed with a drop of Scotch blood must be proud of you and wish you Godspeed." (From a letter to his friend and fellow Scottish immigrants Andrew Carnegie)

Muir's thoughts written on the birthday of the Scottish poet, Robert Burns
"It is surely a fine thing to stop now and then in the throng of our common everyday tasks to contemplate the works and ways of God's great men, sent down from time to time to guide and bless mankind.  And it is glorious to know that one of the greatest men who appeared in the last century was a Scotsman, Robert Burns.”
“As far as I know, none in all the world so clearly recognized the loving fatherhood of God as our aim Robert Burns, and there has been none in whose heart there flowed so quick and kind and universal a sympathy.”
“On my lonely walks I have often thought how fine it would be to have the company of Burns.  And indeed he was always with me, for I had him by heart.  On my first long walk from Indiana to the Gulf of Mexico I carried a copy of Burns' poems and sang them all the way.  Wherever a Scotsman goes, there goes Burns.  His grand whole, catholic soul squares with the good of all; therefore we find him in everything everywhere.  Throughout these last hundred and ten years, thousands of good men have been telling God's love; but the man who has done most to bring to light the kinship of the world, is Burns Robert Burns, the Scotsman.”
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