The Importance of John Muir

John Muir was born in Dunbar, Scotland April 21, 1838. As a young boy climbing on the roof of his family’s home or on the crumbling walls of Castle Dunbar, John Muir could not foresee the challenges that he would overcome to make a country’s people think about and care about, preservation of wilderness.

When his family moved to rural Wisconsin in 1849, Muir began his lifelong study of Nature. His years of working and playing on the family farm instilled a love for all things wild in him. That love carried him to exploration and the study of botany, biology, geology and glaciology. But it was in Muir’s written word that inspiration was found for U.S. presidents, congressmen and plain Americans. His magazine articles and books of the late 19th- early 20th century were not only a call to glorify Nature, but a call to action:


“Any fool can destroy trees.  They cannot run away; and if they could they would still be destroyed—chased and hunted down as long as fun or a dollar could be got out of their bark hides, branching horns, or magnificent bole backbones…Through all the wonderful, eventful

centuries since Christ’s time—and long before that—God has cared for these trees…but he cannot save them from fools—only Uncle Sam can do that.”

The above quote is from his American Forests, which led President Cleveland to establish 13 Forest Reserves totaling more than 21 million acres, and the creation of what was to become the U. S. Forest Service. 

Muir also had a direct hand in the establishment of Yosemite (1890), Sequoia (1890), Mount Rainier (1899), and Grand Canyon (1908) National Parks. He was on personal terms with three presidents and many writers and philosophers of the time, but it was with Theodore Roosevelt that Muir exerted his greatest influence.  After a 1903 meeting with Muir at Yosemite, Roosevelt embarked on a course of action that established 148 million acres of National Forests, 5 National Parks and 23 National Monuments during his term of office.

In 1892, John Muir helped found and was president for life of the Sierra Club, a sauntering group that enjoyed being baptized in the beauty of the wilderness.

John Muir eventually had 12 books published. As an avid traveler, botanist and geologist, he visited every continent but Antarctica. His writings about Earth’s wild places and people are still an influence for readers to physically visit, and perhaps even walk the same trails as Mr. Muir had. This discovery of Nature’s beauty, inspired by either reading or truly sauntering, is perhaps why John Muir is most important of all.  
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