[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE







FREE FAMILY FUN UNDER THE GATEWAY ARCH SEPT. 12-13, 2009
Interactive ParkPalooza Event to Highlight National Parks
ST. LOUIS, August 26, 2009 – Rock wall climbing, reel casting, wildlife encounters, biking and kids’ crafts are just a few of the hands-on activities planned for ParkPalooza 2009 on the grounds of the Gateway Arch at Jefferson National Expansion Memorial (JNEM) September 12-13 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Created and hosted by the National Park Service (NPS) at JNEM, in collaboration with Jefferson National Parks Association and Gateway Arch Riverfront, the free, two-day interactive event was designed to celebrate the fun, education and recreation offered at America’s national, state and local parks across the country. 
“ParkPalooza’s interactive activities were designed to instill an understanding of the role and importance of public land and water resources, including the Mississippi River, in people’s daily lives and to foster future stewardship,” said Tom Bradley, superintendent, JNEM. “In addition, the event is a great fit with NPS’s initiative to provide environmental education in outdoor settings, as well as to promote an active, healthy lifestyle for children and adults with a focus on bicycling, rock climbing, camping, hiking and canoeing.”
ParkPalooza, which is supported by presenting sponsor Mississippi River Trail, will feature 10 interactive stations representing both natural and cultural parks and will introduce visitors to the themes and activities found in parks and public lands across the country. Stations include:
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· Lost Worlds – Experience hands-on activities, including a children’s dig site and bone “cleaning” area; learn from area experts from the Archaeological Research Center, the Eastern Missouri Society of Paleontology and Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site.

· Into the Woods – Explore the Arch park grounds with a hand-on geo-caching and compass-skills course; learn more about GPS.

· The Great Outdoors – Learn camping and backpacking skills from Recreational Equipment Inc.|REI St. Louis and Missouri State Parks, experience reel casting with the Missouri Department of Conservation; see Mississippi river fish in a giant river aquarium.
· Float Your Boat – Sit in a kayak or canoe; try on life jackets and learn about water fun, safety and conservation with the Army Corp of Engineers; discover more about modes of river transportation, including keel boats. Visitors may also experience a trip down the river on a $14 ($8 for children 3-15) Gateway Riverboat Sightseeing Cruise, which includes narration by a National Park Service ranger about Mississippi River facts and highlights.
· Rock Climbing – Climb on simulated rock walls and gather climbing safety tips.
· Mississippi River Trail – Explore a 38-foot-long floor map of the Mississippi River Trail and learn about recreational enjoyment, conservation and fitness opportunities along the trail; experience historic New Orleans jazz performances. 

· People Powered – Enjoy a SafetyTown trike course from Cardinal Glennon, as well as a bike course for children. Also, discover the Mississippi River Trail with bike rides led by The Confluence Partnership with rides on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. (bikes are available for rent or visitors may bring their own);.
· Past Meets Present – Help recreate a George Catlin canvas in an interactive painting display; enjoy an interactive program about photography in the Old West; see special appearances by 19th century author of the Star Spangled Banner Francis Scott Key; experience quilting with a hands-on kids’ craft; try on period clothing.
· Nature Zone – Encounter a baby bison from J-H Bison Ranch, fish and reptiles from World Aquarium and more; create eco-friendly crafts with Leftovers, etc.; view an exhibit on wolves by the Wild Canid Center; learn about native plants from Gateway Garden.
· Ranger Stations – Receive an eco-friendly ParkPalooza shopping bag while supplies last; learn more about ParkPalooza, national and area parks, volunteering at national parks and NPS careers.
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In addition, concession areas will offer sandwiches, hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, drinks and ice cream for purchase. Also, visitors are encouraged to bring their cameras and participate in the ParkPalooza Facebook photo contest. The first-place winner will receive a Kodak EasyShare Camera. The second-place winner will receive REI Computer Messenger Bag. The third-place winner will receive REI Single Shot Waist Pack. For more details and to enter the contest, visit www.facebook.com/JeffersonNationalParks.
 “ParkPalooza is a great fit with NPS’s effort to promote the National Park Centennial Challenge,” said Bradley. “The Challenge is an eight-year project designed to engage all Americans in preserving the cultural heritage, history and natural resources of the nation though philanthropy and partnerships in preparation for the Park Service’s 100th birthday.

The ParkPalooza venue sponsor is City of St. Louis Department of Parks, Recreation and Forestry. Supporting sponsors include American Heritage, Millennium St. Louis, World Wide Technology and REI St. Louis. Contributing sponsors are Kodak, Missouri Department of Conservation, Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Premier Rentals, Traube Tent, Upper Limits, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Walmart and World Aquarium. 
Visitors should visit http://www.parkpalooza.org or call 314-655-1600 for more information.
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