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Jewel Cave Offers Free Tours on Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Custer, S.D. – Jewel Cave National Monument is waiving cave tour fees on Monday, January 21 in celebration of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. All regularly scheduled cave tours will be free of charge on this date. Additional
programs this holiday weekend include the first of three monthly guided snowshoe hikes on Saturday, January 19.
Snowshoes will be checked out on a first come first serve basis and are free of charge. A Wild Caving Tour is also
planned for Saturday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at the visitor center.
In honor of Martin Luther King Jr., Monday, January 21 is a fee free day within the National Park Service. At Jewel
Cave, interested guests may choose the Scenic Tour or Discovery Tour. Scenic Tours are offered at 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. This one-half mile tour is moderately strenuous, following a paved, lighted trail with over 700 stairs and lasts
about 1 hour and 20 minutes. The Discovery Tours are conducted at 9:05 a.m., 12:45 p.m., and 3:45 p.m. and offer a
20-minute introduction to Jewel Cave. This wheelchair and stroller accessible program is conducted in one large
room of the cave.
On Saturday, January 19, the first snowshoe hike begins at 9:00 a.m. and treks the one-quarter-mile Roof Trail. This
is followed at 12:00 pm with a snowshoe hike that explores the Jasper Fire burned landscape. This longer route is
about two miles in length and hikes over uneven surfaces.
The Wild Caving Tour is an off-trail, adventurous tour that includes climbing, crawling and squeezing through a
route of undeveloped cave passages. It is a strenuous tour, and advanced reservations are required.
Jewel Cave is offering activities that complement the national program of Healthy Parks Healthy People.
Superintendent Larry Johnson states, “There are numerous ways to enjoy the natural world, and most of them are
proven to have mental and physical health benefits. Snowshoeing is a perfect activity to take in the winter beauty of
the Black Hills, while exercising. Cave tours also expose visitors to physical activities that complement a healthy
lifestyle. The holiday weekend, combined with a fee free day on Monday, gives visitors some recreational options
to consider in the local area.”
Jewel Cave is offering future snowshoe hikes on February 16 and March 16. Wild Caving Tours are also available
on the same dates. Park Guide Tyler Devine comments, “No experience is necessary to snowshoe, and participants
will discover a side of Jewel Cave that most visitors never witness. We are also excited that the Outdoor Education
students from Black Hills State University are volunteering their time to assist in some of the educational activities
during the hikes.”
Outdoor hikers should dress according to the current weather conditions. Waterproof hiking boots are
recommended, but snowshoes are able to fit most any footwear. Cave tour participants should plan to wear a light
jacket or sweater. Sturdy shoes are also suggested for the cave pathways.
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Healthy Parks Healthy People events are taking place all over the country. While organized events are important in
encouraging physical activity and environmental stewardship, park enthusiasts can contribute to the cultural change
that the program promotes. For more information or to locate other events related to the National Park Service’s
Healthy Parks Healthy People Program, visit www.nps.gov/public_health.
For more information related to other recreational activities, cave tour times, and ticket fees, contact the Monument
at 605-673-8300. Jewel Cave can also be visited online at www.nps.gov/jeca. The visitor center is currently open
from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (MST).
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 395
national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home
recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.
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