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. Amphibians

-~ Isle Royale National Park





In so many ways, amphibians represent the spirit of Isle Royale.  Isle Royale is the largest island in the largest fresh water lake in the world. Swampy beaver ponds and bogs saturate every void and crevasse between jutting basalt ridges and valley topography.

These damp and supple creatures were the first vertebrates to become adapted for terrestrial (land based) existence, yet still sleekly designed to effortlessly reenter their alternate aquatic realm.
Frogs, toads, newts and salamanders lay their eggs mainly in water (or even in moist soil), and the larvae (tadpoles) spend an extended period in the water, breathing with gills, before metamorphosing into a terrestrial form with four legs and air-breathing lungs.

On Isle Royale, there are six species of frogs and toads and three species of newts and salamanders.
Eastern American Toad
Bufo americanus americanus
Northern spring peeper
Pseudacris crucifer 

Boreal chorus frog
Pseudacris triseriata maculata
Green frog
Rana clamitans 

Mink frog
Rana septentrionalis

Wood Frog

Rana sylvatica

Blue-spotted salamander

Ambystoma laterale

Mudpuppy/ Waterdog

Necturus maculosus 
Central Newt

Notophthalmus viridescens louisianensis

