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INTRODUCTION

This General Management Plan for Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore is a combination of
the National Park Service’s 1992 West Unit
General Management Plan Amendment, 1991
Little Calumet River Corridor Plan, and 1997
East Unit General Management Plan Amend-
ment. It defines the management philosophy
and goals for the national lakeshore for making
decisions and solving problems for the next 20
years.

This plan summarizes and consolidates the revi-
sions made to the 1980 General Management
Plan for the national lakeshore. Some of the
provisions in the 1980 plan have been success-
fully implemented. However, several key provi-
sions are no longer considered feasible due to
changes in visitor needs and the characteristics
of neighboring communities in the last 17 years
and updated national lakeshore natural and cul-
tural resource data. Additional details concern-
ing the amended plan for managing the
lakeshore are contained in the plans listed in
the above paragraph plus the Park Service’s
1991 U.S. 12 Scenic Road Feasibility Study.

This plan, in itself, contains no new material or
decisions. However, the East Unit General Man-
agement Plan Amendment has changed the
recommendations of the Little Calumet River

i

Corridor Plan by eliminating the canoe facili-
ties and river clearing for canoe use on the Lit-
tle Calumet River and limiting the Little
Calumet River Trail to hiking only. The U.S. 12
hike/bike trail between the IN 149 bridge and
Oak Hill Road will require further study as a
result of limiting the Little Calumet River trail
to hiking. This plan reflects those changes and
provides one reference for all of the decisions
made in the plans above. Full public review was
provided when those plans were prepared.

New base maps consistent with the maps in the
East Unit plan amendment were prepared for
the West Unit plan amendment and the Little
Calumet River plan sections. The text describ-
ing the three plans is excerpted from the origi-
nal documents. The plan is in three sections —
West Unit, Little Calumet River corridor, and
East Unit.

Subsequent plans, plan updates, and implemen-
tation proposals will be based on the goals and

~ philosophies described in the amended general

management plan for the national lakeshore.
These plans include the Resource Management
Plan, Fire Management Plan, Interpretive Plan,
and any site development plans for specific
facilities.
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BACKGROUND

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF
THE NATIONAL LAKESHORE

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore is composed
of several noncontiguous units. Most of the na-
tional lakeshore’s land area is along the south
shore of Lake Michigan between the urban cen-
ters of Gary and Michigan City, Indiana (see Lo-
cation map). A variety of residential,
commercial, and industrial developments abut
the lakeshore boundaries, including several
small communities that are completely sur-
rounded by national lakeshore land.

The national lakeshore is separated into an
East Unit and a West Unit by a large industrial
complex (see Location map). Pinhook Bog, the
Heron Rookery, Hobart Prairie Grove, Calumet
Prairie, and Hoosier Prairie are small, noncon-
tiguous satellite areas, with resources that dif-
fer from the lakefront lands. The roads through
the national lakeshore serve visitors and local
residents, as well as regional industrial and
commercial users.

Biological diversity is one of the most signifi-
cant features of the national lakeshore. This di-
versity is many times greater than that of most
areas of similar size because Indiana Dunes is in
several ecological transition zones, including
where the northern conifers meet the temperate
hardwood forests of the northern and eastern
United States and the tallgrass prairies of the
Mid west. This exceptional biological diversity
was a primary reason for the national lake-
shore’s establishment.

Pinhook Bog, a national natural landmark, is a
wetland ecosystem that contains an unusual ar-
ray of plants, including several carnivorous spe-
cies. Visitation is limited to guided tours along a
boardwalk.

The Heron Rookery is a nesting area for great
blue herons along the Little Calumet River. The
trail that allows visitor access is built on the op-
posite bank from the heron colony’s tree-top
nesting site to protect the birds and resources.
Anglers frequently use the trail to get to the
river.

Hobart Prairie Grove, north of Lake George in
Hobart, Indiana, is primarily black soil savan-
nah with significant acreage of prairie and wet-
lands. This combination of habitat contains
plant communities unique in the national lake-
shore. It contains a section of the abandoned
Elgin Joliet and Eastern Railroad right-of-way,
which is being developed as a hike/bike trail by
the Lake County Park Department. This trail
can provide access to the diverse resources of
the area without significantly impacting them.

The national lakeshore has a variety of cultural
resources including the Bailly Homestead and
cemetery, Chellberg Farm, the World’s Fair and
Lustron houses, the Good Fellow Camp, and a
number of restored South Shore Railroad cars.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Congress designated Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore as a unit of the national park system
on November 5, 1966 (Public Law 89-761) to

preserve for the educational, inspirational,
and recreational use of the public certain
portions of the Indiana Dunes and other ar-
eas of scenic, scientific, and historic interest
and recreational value in the State of
Indiana.

The act further states

In order that the lakeshore shall be perma-
nently preserved in its present state, no de-
velopment or plan for the convenience of
visitors shall be undertaken therein which
would be incompatible with the preservation
of the unique flora and fauna or the physio-
graphic conditions now prevailing or with
the preservation of such historic sites and
structures as the Secretary may designate:
Provided, that the Secretary may provide for
the public enjoyment and understanding of
the unique natural, historic, and scientific
features within the lakeshore by establish-
ing such trails, observation points, and ex-
hibits and providing such services as he may
deem desirable for such public enjoyment
and understanding: Provided further, That
the Secretary may develop for appropriate
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public uses such portions of the lakeshore as
he deems especially adaptable for such uses.

Four subsequent legislative acts — PL 94-549 in
1976, PL 96-612 in 1980, PL. 99-583 in 1986,
and PL 102-430 in 1992 — each provided for the
expansion of the national lakeshore to its cur-
rent 15,139 acres.

PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE NATIONAL LAKESHORE

The following purpose statements are based on
the legislation that established the national
lakeshore, the related legislative history, and
subsequent supporting documentation.

Each action described in this document is con-
sistent with the following purpose statements:

* Preserve, maintain, and restore the integ-
rity and character of the natural resources
and processes and protect cultural resource
values at the lakeshore.

* Provide educational, inspirational, and rec-
reational opportunities compatible with
preserving natural and cultural resource
values.

* Inspire in the public an appreciation of and
a sense of personal stewardship for lake-
shore resources.

* Interpret, encourage, and conduct scientific
research in the tradition of pioneer investi-
gators.

The following significance statements explain
why the national lakeshore is important to our
natural and cultural heritage. The special char-
acter and resource values of the East Unit of In-
diana Dunes National Lakeshore must be
protected to achieve the purposes of the na-
tional lakeshore.

* The national lakeshore contains exceptional
biological diversity and outstanding floral
richness, resulting from the combination of
complex geological processes and the con-
vergence of several major North American
life zones.

* The national lakeshore’s cultural resources
represent the cultural evolution of north-
ern Indiana from prehistoric times to the
present day.

* The national lakeshore’s extensive reach of
undeveloped dunes provides recreational,
educational, and inspirational opportuni-
ties within a one-hour drive of a major met-
ropolitan area.

* The national lakeshore offers outstanding
opportunities for scientific research due to
the diversity and complexity of its natural
systems, and it provides a dynamic labora-
tory for early plant succession and faunal
studies.

* The presence of heavy industry, long-
standing transportation corridors, residen-
tial use areas, and natural areas at Indiana
Dunes offers an outstanding opportunity to
show visitors how these elements interre-
late.

* The dunes provide a striking physical and
emotional relief to the surrounding flat and
“highly developed landscape.

PRIMARY INTERPRETIVE THEMES

Primary interpretive themes are those ideas,
concepts, and stories that are central to the na-
ture and significance of the national lakeshore.
Although other ideas may also be interpreted,
the primary themes described below are the
most important and will be prominently fea-
tured to visitors.

¢ Diversity — Lakeshore ecosystems support
an exceptional diversity of plants and ani-
mals.

* People and the Land — People have lived
in the dunes for thousands of years; each
group adapted to and modified their envi-
ronment. The current landscape reveals the
effects of this cultural succession.
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* Succession — Some of the earliest and most
significant research on ecological succession
was conducted early in the 20th century at
the Indiana Dunes; succession is a major
factor in creating the dune landscape.

* Great Lakes — Lake Michigan has been a
major factor in shaping the landscape of the
dunes. The present and future health of the
Great Lakes is primarily a function of hu-
man activities.

* Conservation — Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore and Indiana Dunes State Park
were created from a history of citizen com-
mitment to preserving the area’s unique
and sensitive landscape, plants, and ani-
mals; this commitment continues today.

* Science — For more than a century the In-
diana dunes have been a focus of scientific
research to understand, preserve, and re-
store the natural and cultural environment.

* Recreation — There are many year-round
recreational opportunities in the dunes.
Public support of low-impact and sustain-
able recreation is required to protect re-
sources and ensure the continuing
availability of resource-related recreational
experiences.

* Geological History — The geology of the In-
diana dunes was the result of the Wisconsin
glacial advance and post-glacial period.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE GOALS

Visitor experience goals describe the experi-
ences that the National Park Service wants to
make available for visitors to the national lake-
shore. These goals provide direction for facility,
landscape, and media designers, as well as for
lakeshore programs and management. All lake-
shore divisions share responsibility for achiev-
ing these goals.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE GOALS

Visitors will

have easy and safe access to recreational
experiences and resources

find services designed to accommodate and
improve access for visitors with disabilities

understand the significance of the lake-
shore

know about, appreciate, and support re-
source preservation, management, and res-
toration programs and goals

experience the lakeshore in a variety of so-
cial settings, ranging from solitude to social
or structured experiences

relate the interpretive themes to visitors’
backgrounds, age, learning styles, and in-
terests

obtain information about the national lake-
shore and visitor services inside and out-
side of the national lakeshore

know that they are in a unit of the national
park system

know where they are and how to get to
where they want to go (way finding)

learn about and participate in low-impact
recreational opportunities in and around

the lakeshore, including opportunities in

less-used areas and during seasons of low
visitor use

experience personal benefits such as relaxa-
tion, enjoyment, education, and inspiration

demonstrate their interest in and commit-
ment to the lakeshore by becoming in-
volved in NPS programs such as Volunteers
in Parks

recognize and visit significant lakeshore
landscapes, such as Lake Michigan, the
lakeshore, wetlands, and dunes

understand and appreciate the fragile and
dynamic nature of dunes and other lake-
shore habitats









