Great Lakes Piping Plovers
What is a Piping Plover?

The Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) is a relative of the |
Killdeer. Most people have seen Killdeer at parks, playgrout
and golf courses. Piping Plovers are smaller, and lighter
colored. Breeding adults have a single black band around tl
neck, while the Killdeer has two. The Great Lakes populat
Piping Plovers is endangeredthey are in danger
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description of its call, a sweet, soft whistle. Plove
are a group of shorebirds that feed with rstop-
peck movements, somewhat like the way an
American Robin feeds.

There are three small populations of Piping Plove
one in the northern Great Plains, one on the
Atlantic Coast, and one on the Great Lakes. K
Individuals from different populations spend the < :
winter together, but return to nest in the region where they -
hatched, so there is no interbreeding between the
populations.

When to Look for Piping Plovers

Piping Plovers can be found in he Great Lakes area from nt
April through August. They return in April or early May afte
spending the fall and winter months on the southern Atlanti
Coast and on the Gulf Coast from Florida to Texas. Piping
Plovers remain here through the summer to nest and raise
their young. In mieluly the females begin forming flocks ane.
migrating south, leaving their mates to watch over the chick®
until they learn to fly. Once the chicks are independent in late
July, the males and chicks also begin *»

leave their summer territories. By late
August they all have headed south to
their winter homes.

Where to look for Piping

Plovers. \_

In the Great Lakes, Piping Plovers are
almost always found on beaches with
cobble. (small stones) The greatest
concentration of Piping Plovers in the Wisconsin
Great Lakes occurs at Sleeping Bear

Dunes National Lakeshore. Smaller
populations are found in many locations
along the shorelines. (see map) Recently
there have been increasing numbers of plover
pairs every summer, so nests are found in
additional areas each year.
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Piping Plover behaviors one can observe

} Feedingg Plovers spend much of
their day eating insects, spiders, and
other small invertebrates.

| Flight displays; When they first
return, males fly back and forth over
their chosen nesting area, peeping
constantly. This is one way they
establish their territories and attract
females to join them.

} Territory defenseg Both males and
females engage in territory defense.
They walk shoulder to shoulder along
the boundary with the birds from the
adjacent territory.| Sometimes they
lower their heads, puff up their back
feathers, and charge at a trespassing
bird.

} Scrapingg Nestbuilding is a simple
affair of scraping out a small hollow in
the sand and lining it with bits of rock
and shell. Males make nests by laying
on their chests and kicking backwards
with their feet.

| Incubation and trading incubation
duties ¢ Piping Plovers usually lay four
eggs. Both parents take equal turns in
incubating (sitting on the eggs). When it
is time to trade duties one bird runs
quickly to the nest and the other then
runs away to feed.

} Chicks; Most chicks hatch in June.
They are precocia this means that

they can run around and feed
themselves within hours of hatching. It
takes them three to four weeks to grow
enough to be able to fly.

| Broodingg During the first week

after hatching, chicks are unable to

maintain their own body temperature.

. They spend much time snuggled in
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I warm. You might see a pluripoking

adult bird that appears to have up to 10

legs!

= } Chick Defense The adults take
~ turns watching over their chicks and defending them from predators. They give a
call that warns the chicks to hide if danger threatens. Can you find the two Piping
Plover chicks that were startled by a different kind of shorebird flyind byRey

e s 1 also sometimes act like they are injured and would be easy to catch, in order to
Iead predators away. Once they Iure the predator far enough from their nest or chicks, they fly to safety.




