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From December 1790 until May 1800t he Uni ted States Congr e siawlym
constructed County Courthouse (now called Congress Hall). Pictured above is the meeting place of
the U.S. House of Representatives. In this room, on March 4, 1797, the first peaceful transfer of

executive power took place with the inauguration of President John Adams.



Stairway to Senate chamber and offices
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To journey from the House Chamber to the Senate Chamber, a visitor must climb a steep
wooden staircase and walk down a long hallway, passing several offices used by committees
and secretaries.



Second Floor hall looking south into
the Senate chamber




On the second floor there are four side rooms; the large one pictured here was used by the
secretaries of the Senate. On any given day, they would be hard at work transcribing letters, sending
out correspondence and even filing important documents.
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Secretariesd6 Office
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In the 18™ Century, it was typical to tie red ribbon
around official documents. Eventually, people
began describing government bureaucracy as
being tiedupinRed Tapeo




Committee Rooms

Further down the hallway, just before the Senate chamber, you will find 3 more rooms, a
Joint Committee and West and East Committee Rooms. Committee work is where the
Senators spent most of their time.

Joint Committee Room
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East Committee Room




West Committee Room
and Library of Congress



