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The Assembly Room of the Pennsylvania State House
served as the meeting place of the Pennsylvania Assembly for
over sixty years until the State Capital moved away from
Philadelphia in 1799. In 1776, the Continental Congress
declared Independence in this room and in 1787 the U.S.
Constitution was debated and signed. Most historians consider
this room one of the most historic rooms in the United States.

Pictured Left: A detail of the
actual chair Washington sat
in while presiding over the
Constitutional Convention in
1787. At the signing Franklin
was optimistic about the
document and said that now
he had the happiness to
know that the carving on the
back was a rising, not a
setting sun.



The Pennsylvania Supreme Court chamber was the
meeting place of the colony’s and (later state’s) highest court.
In 1791 the U.S. Supreme Court used this court chamber for
one session until their courtroom in City Hall (now Old City Hall)
had been completed. Prior to independence, many citizens
learned of their rights as Englishmen by attending trials here.

Pictured Left: A detail of
the Pennsylvania Coat of
Arms, by George Rutter
c. 1785. This painting
replaced the coat of arms
of King George III after it
had been taken down
and burned following the
first public reading of the
Declaration of
Independence on July 8th,
1776.



These steps lead to the second floor of Independence Hall,
originally named the Pennsylvania State House. The first floor was
used for the state’s Supreme Court Chamber and the legislative
Assembly Room. These two branches of Pennsylvania’s government
worked here from 1736 until 1799. The second floor contains the
Governor’s Office, the long gallery and a committee room for the
Assembly.


