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OBJECTI VES:

1.List three types of park docunents which serve as sources of

5

| NTERPRETI VE SKI LLS

| NTERPRETI VE PROGRAM RESEARCH

1

Hour ORI G PREPARED BY: S. Vaughn, 1/83

Seven (1/92)

At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

devel oping interpretive prograns;
2. Nanme three types of park materials fromwhich accurate informati on may be found;
Name two sources fromwhich reliable/accurate informati on nay be obtai ned;
4. Name two reasons for reworking progranms with new and updated materi al s.

TRAINING AIDS: Flip Chart, exanples of park documents (enabling |egislation

i nformati on when

st at enent

3.

for interpretation, interpretive prospectus, NPS-6, managenent pl ans,
etc.)
HANDQUTS:
Cont ent Met hod Ti ne
A. Introduction Lecture 5 Mn.
B. The need for accuracy in interpretive prograns. d ass 10 M n.
Exerci se
1. Begi n session by establishing need for accuracy in
prograns. Ask students to give nanes of various
prograns they have given. Ask them where they get
infornmation for programs they give. Wat is the
reason for their park?
2.Credibility and professionalism
Ask students if they have ever seen/heard prograns
with inaccurate information. Wat was their
reaction.
C. Sources of information in the park. Brain 25 Mn.
St orm ng

1. Brai nst orm Sessi on
a. Nane any and all sources of information which
park interpreters can use for researching a

progr am

types of sources they can. At this tinme do not
be concerned with the quality of the source. As

flip chart

wal | s for

b. Refer students to Thenes, Goals and objectives they
established in I esson plan 4 and include in the
list any information sources they m ght use for

t heir program

Al l ow students to nane any and al

pages are filled, post themalong the
further use.




Cont ent

Met hod

Ti ne

c.Once the stormhas run its course, go over the
various source ideas and evaluate them for
actual effectiveness. (Relevancy, accuracy,
availability, etc.) Using the posted flip chart
pages, mark those sources considered to be the

nost accurate sources. |f any contrary sources
were |listed, discuss howto select the correct
material. Renenber to warn cl ass that

everything they read in print is not necessarily

an acceptabl e source.

2.Dranwing fromthe identified sources nake a new | i st
contai ning the various park docurments avail able for
interpretive research. As each docunent type is
naned, wite it down on a flip chart page | abel ed
park documents. Quiz the class about who is and
who is not famliar with that particul ar docunent.

Explain the role and function of each docunent.

You can have exanples available on a table the
students can | ook at during break. The exanpl es
shoul d i nclude the foll ow ng;

Enabl i ng Legi sl ation

General Managenent Plan (GW)
NPS- 6

Interpretive Prospectus
Statenent for Interpretation
Managenent Docunents

DO QOO TD

3.Dranwing fromthe sane identified sources, nmake a new

list containing various other resources found

within the park. In this instance the enphasis is

on non- nanagenent docunments whi ch shoul d incl ude

the foll ow ng:

a. Park Brochure

b. Site Bulletins

c. Informational handouts

d. Research, in this instance it should be pointed
out that personnel from other divisions are
excel l ent sources of information or nmay provide
access to other reliable sources of information

e. Park library/reference books

4. Finally, using the remaining items on the origina
Brain Storm (BS) list, identify typical |ocations
where the information m ght be found. These areas
woul d i nclude such | ocation as:

a. Local library
b. Local historical society




Cont ent Met hod Ti ne

D. Opti onal Denpbnstration: Lecture 5 Mn.
Take a finished programthat you have done and assenbl e
the resources used to denonstrate di verse sources.

E. Concl usi on Lecture 5 Mn

1. Revi ew need for accuracy, our personal and
professional credibility as well as that of al
ot her park enployees in part depends on present
accurate information in everything fromthe
programs we present to the questions we answer.
Base your prograns, your know edge on information
that can be verified.

2.1t needs to be stressed to all interpreters that, in
order to keep their prograns fresh and up to date,
they will need to constantly seek out and use new

mat eri al




