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Site: | ATR Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

The Nati onal Parks Centennial provides an opportunity to | ook beyond the day-to-day
wor k of establishing and managi ng the |Ice Age National Scenic Trail and |ce Age

Nati onal Scientific Reserve. |t gives us the opportunity to review the |ong-range
goal s of preserving nationally-significant glacial |andscapes and providi ng superlative
recreati onal and educational experiences to the many visitors of the Trail and Reserve.

The Centennial Vision for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail is to substantially

conpl ete the permanent protection of a Trailway (corridor of lands) for the Trail and
to establish educational/interpretive facilities on the | ands secured for this purpose
at the interpretive site in Dane County, Wsconsin. Approximtely 750 niles of the
1200-nmile trail route lack the pernanent protection that would ensure the public's
right to use and enjoy the trail for generations to cone. Land for a major

i nterpretive site have been acquired, but funds have not been available to establish
interpretive facilities.

The Centennial Vision for the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve is to design
construct, and open to public use an educational/interpretive center in the Devil's
Lake State Park unit of the Reserve and rehabilitate interpretive exhibits and nmedia at
the Interstate and North Kettle Moraine units. Devil's Lake is the nost visited unit
of the Reserve (approximately 2 million visits annually), yet it lacks interpretive
facilities present in three other Reserve units. A huge opportunity to tell the story
of continental glaciation and its effects upon the |and and our use of the land is
bei ng m ssed. Obsolete and dil api dated exhibits at Interstate and North Kettle Mraine
do not communi cate the story in ways that are neaningful to today's visitors.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Thomas L. G | bert, Superintendent




Site: [|ATR STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

By permanently protecting a corridor of lands for the Ice Age National Scenic
Trail, the National Park Service and its partners will help to ensure that
prem er outdoor recreation opportunities--exploring the glacial |andscapes of
W sconsin by day hiking or |ong-distance backpacking--will be available for
present and future generations. The trail established within these |ands

will be built and maintained to the highest levels of sustainability.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

| ATR STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Restore native habitats by controlling invasive species and reintroduci ng key
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

Ice Age National Scenic Trail volunteers, organized and directed by the Ice
Age Park and Trail Foundation, will renove invasive species fromTrail |ands
and pronote the re-establishnment of prairie and oak savanna communities

t hrough prescribed burning and other practices.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS
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| ATR STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no conmpelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience renains
untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

Site:

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The National Park Service will assist its partners in designing and
constructing an educational interpretive center to tell the story of
continental glaciation at the Devil's Lake State Park Unit of the lIce Age
Nat i onal Scientific Reserve. State-of-the-art interpretive exhibits and
audi o-vi sual progranms woul d be devel oped and installed in the new

i nterpretive center

Devil's Lake State Park is Wsconsin's nost heavily visited state park,
receiving nearly 2 million visitors annually. It has sone of the nost

spect acul ar gl aci al geology features in the entire state. Presently the park
only has a "Nature Center" which is a converted forner golf course club
house. It is extrenely small, not properly heated, and nust be closed
Novermber through April. It does not neet accessibility standards. Exhibits
are nake-shift and out dated. There is no auditoriumor classroom space.

A new interpretive center will greatly inprove and i ncrease opportunties to

tell the Devil's Lake Ice Age story. It will incorporate geol ogical, natural
hi story and human history exhibits, but the nain feature will be the viewto
the magni ficent bluffs surrounding the |ake.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

| ATR STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Protecting and conpleting the Ice Age National Scenic Trail and establishing
a major interpretive facility in the Devil's Lake State Park unit of the Ice
Age National Scientific Reserve will bring children in closer contact with

t he natural world around them providing themw th understanding and
appreciation for the environnent and the natural processes that operate
within it. Through hiking and interpretive experiences, children will gain
an understanding that they are part of this environnent and therefore have a
stake in its sustainability and preservation.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS
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I ATR RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anericans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nationa
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

By pernmanently protecting a corridor of |lands for the Ice Age National Scenic
Trail, the National Park Service and its partners will help to ensure that
prem er outdoor recreation opportunities--exploring the glacial |andscapes of
W sconsin by day hi king or |ong-distance backpacking--will be available for
present and future generations. The trail established within these |ands
will be built and maintained to the highest |evels of sustainability. Trails
will be built to neet current accessibility standards.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The National Park Service will assist its partners in designing and
constructing an educational interpretive center to tell the story of
continental glaciation at the Devil's Lake State Park Unit of the Ice Age
National Scientific Reserve. State-of-the-art interpretive exhibits and
audi o-vi sual programs woul d be devel oped and installed in the new

i nterpretive center

Devil's Lake State Park is Wsconsin's nobst heavily visited state park
receiving nearly 2 mllion visitors annually. It has sone of the nost

spect acul ar gl aci al geology features in the entire state. Presently the park
only has a "Nature Center" which is a converted forner golf course club
house. It is extrenely small, not properly heated, and nust be cl osed
Novenber through April. It does not neet accessibility standards. Exhibits
are nmake-shift and out dated. There is no auditorium or classroom space.

A new interpretive center will greatly inprove and i ncrease opportunties to
tell the Devil's Lake Ice Age story. It will incorporate geological, natura
hi story and human history exhibits, but the main feature will be the viewto
t he magnificent bluffs surrounding the |ake.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS
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I ATR RECREATI ON

Establ i sh “vol un-tourisni excursions to national parks for volunteers to help
achi eve natural and cultural resource protection goals.

Site:

I ncrease annual vol unteer hours by 100 percent, from5.2 mllion hours to
10.4 nillion hours.

The | ce Age National Scenic Trail is built and maintained by an extensive

net wor k of volunteers who are nenbers of the lIce Age Park and Trai

Foundation. |In Fiscal year 2006, they provided nore than 50,000 hours of

vol unteer service to the Ice Age Trail. The National Park Service encourages
and supports the efforts of the Foundation volunteers through the Challenge
Cost Share program and ot her forms of assistance.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

| ATR RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease the nunmber of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as canpfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

Desi gn and construction of an educational interpretive center at the Devil's
Lake State Park unit of the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve will
significantly increase the opportunities for visitors and school groups to

| earn about the forces of continental glaciation that shaped the | andscape of
W sconsin and North Anerica, and that continue to shape our |ives today

t hrough t hose | andscapes.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The I ce Age National Scenic Trail and Ice Age National Scientific Reserve are
two national park areas that are | esser known that the nore prom nently
pronot ed National Park Systemunits, yet they provide inportant opportunities
for recreational and educational experiences that connect people to the |and.
Wrking with partners to conplete protection of |ands and construction of
the lce Age Trail, and establish major educational facilities in the Ice Age
Reserve will make these areas and the opportunities they provide nore visible
to citizens of and visitors to our country.

| | The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: [|ATR EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

By assisting its partners in designing and constructing an educati onal

i nterpretive center to tell the story of continental glaciation at the
Devil's Lake State Park Unit of the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve, the
Nat i onal Park Service will provide educators with state-of-the-art

i nterpretive exhibits and audi o-vi sual progranms to which they can bring
school groups. The interpretive centers already established in other units
of the Reserve are heavily used by school groups for environmental education
programs year-round. Over 630,000 people live within 50 mles of Devil’'s
Lake State Park.

The current "Nature Center" is a converted former golf course club house. It
is extrenely small, not properly heated, and nust be cl osed November through
April. It does not neet accessibility standards. Exhibits are make-shift and
out dated. There is no auditoriumor classroomspace. A new interpretive
center will greatly inprove and increase opportunties to tell the Devil’s
Lake Ice Age story. It will incorporate geol ogical, natural history and
human hi story exhibits, but the main feature will be the viewto the
magni fi cent bluffs surrounding the |ake.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: [|ATR EDUCATI ON

Pronote life-long | earning to connect generations through park experiences.

Q her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Protecting and conpleting the Ice Age National Scenic Trail and establishing
a major interpretive facility in the Devil's Lake State Park unit of the Ice
Age National Scientific Reserve will bring children and adults into cl oser
contact with the natural world around them providing themwth |[ife-Ilong

| ear ni ng experiences that expand their understanding and appreciation for the
envi ronnent and the natural processes that operate within it. Through hiking
and interpretive experiences, children and adults will gain an understandi ng
that they are part of this environment and therefore have a stake in its
sustai nability and preservation.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS
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Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their nationa
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the pa

they visit.

rks

One of the outstanding characteristics of Anerica's |ong-distance Nationa
Scenic Trails is the way they bring the National Park Service--its mssion

t hrough our rural |andscapes and our comunities. Many nore people have a
connection with the National Park Systemon a "local" basis because of th
characteristic and their sense of ownership is thereby enhanced. Thus, fo
many people exploring the Ice Age National Scenic Trail is exploring their
| ocal areas, thereby increasing their appreciation of the trail and its
resources and fostering a connection with our national system of parks and
trails. The goal of significantly conpleting the protection of I[ands for
Ice Age National Scenic Trail will make this [ocal connection a "reality"”
t hose who live near it.

its values, its resources--closer to so many people as they thread their way
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[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




