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Site: HOCU Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Hopewel | Culture NHP has expanded rapidly in past decade fromone relatively snal
prehistoric earthwork site to 5 earthwork sites and 13 tinmes the original |and base.
Most of these |ands have been acquired in the last 5 years. Only the Mund City unit
has full public use and interpretation facilities. Two units have limited facilities
and two units are closed to the public. |In addition, a sixth unit is being considered
by Congress.

These archeol ogi cal sites are anong the nost inportant remains of an amazing cultura
florescence that produced |arge cerenmonial sites in the fornms of circles, squares, and
oct agons. These sites interacted with much of North Anerica fromthe Atlantic coast to
t he Rocky Mountains and fromthe Gulf of Mexico to the G eat Lakes. These nmonumenta
wor ks of the Hopewell culture are anmpong the nost significant achi evenents in Pre-

Col unbi an Ameri ca.

A great deal of resource preservation work and devel opment of public facilities is
needed for the newy acquired property. Mich of the |land has been recently acquired
and is being converted fromagriculture to a stable cover of native grasses.

The Centennial Initiative strategy of Hopewell Culture NHP packages several existing
projects to preserve the ancient earthworks, restore former farmland, conplete an

i mportant trail connection, provide public use and interpretation facilities at al
units, and strengthen education programs in cooperation with partners. The park
foresees stabilizing all of the 2,000-year-old earthworks in its care with ground cover
t hat provides habitat for native plants and animals. An inportant link in a regiona
trail system needs to be conpleted to connect to Chillicothe, the largest town in the
area. A visitor contact station is needed at the Hopewell Mund G oup unit, the type
site of the Hopewell culture and one of the nost inportant sites to interpret. A
visitor contact station at Seip Earthworks is proposed to be devel oped with the Chio
Hi storical Society (OHS). Basic facilities, such as parking and waysi de exhibits are
proposed for the remaining two units, Hi gh Banks Whrks and Hopeton Earthworks. The
park is working with the OHS and ot her partners devel op education and interpretation
programnms highlighting all of the major Chio Hopewell sites. The park will need to
nurture a new friends group to nake these plans viable; therefore, the park's strategy
foresees projects coming on line in the last half of the Centennial Initiative.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Dean Al exander




Site: HOCU STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Hopewel | Culture NHP is conposed of 5 archeological sites. Only 3 of the
units are open to the public at this time. Two of the units are closed to
the public due to lack of public facilities and safe access. For the public
to benefit fully fromthe public investrment in these sites, public facilities
shoul d be available at all 5 sites.

The park proposes to expand visitor contact facilities at the Seip Earthworks
unit and the Hopewell Mound G oup unit. Basic access facilities such as
parking, trails, wayside exhibits, and restroom woul d be provided at the Hi gh
Banks Works unit and the Hopeton Earthworks unit. In addition, a tunnel

t hrough a railroad enmbanknment woul d be needed to safely access the H gh Banks
Wor ks unit.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

HOCU STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Restore native habitats by controlling invasive species and reintroduci ng key
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

Hopewel | Culture NHP hopes that the Centennial Initiative would speed up the
conversion of recently purchased fallow fields into stable native grassl and
that will protect the archeol ogical resources and prevent invasive species
from beconi ng established. The park is slowy reintroduci ng native grasses
on the former fallow fields which provides stabile ground cover to protect

t he subsurface archeol ogi cal resources and creates native habitat, especially
for ground nesting birds. G ound nesting birds are a special concern in Chio
and several are State-listed. Since the park has begun nanagi ng the

archeol ogi cal sites as grass |ands several new sightings of ground nesting

bi rds have occurred including Hensl ow s sparrow, Eastern neadow ark,
grasshopper sparrow, and sedge wen. Managing the sites as natural grass

| ands al so hel ps keep mai nt enance costs to a mni num

The Park woul d hope that funding through the Centennial Initiative would
allow the park to increase the rate at which fallow fields are replanted in
nati ve grasses, a process which also elinmnates |arge areas of invasive

pl ant s.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site: HOCU STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no conmpelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience renains
untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

About 2,000 years ago an inportant American Indian culture flowered in the
Chio River valley in what is nowthe state of Chio. From 2,200 BP to 1,500
BP, a relatively snall population that subsisted by hunting, gathering, and

i nci pi ent garden plot agriculture built over 40 nonunental cerenonial

eart hworks. These earthworks enclosed |arge areas, from 15 to over 100
acres, and took the formof circles, squares, octagons, and trapezoids.
Several of the sites enclose nounds the covered significant works of art nmde
frommaterials brought to the sites fromareas as far fromGhio as the

Atl antic coast, the upper Geat Lakes, the @ulf of Mexico, and the

Yel | owst one Basin. A few of the sites, including H gh Banks Wrks, have

evi dence of astronomical alignnents. W rks of this nmagnitude are usually the
products of nore hierarchical, agricultural societies.

This inportant cultural florescence of Pre-Col unbian Arerican is largely
unr ecogni zed by nost of the Anmerican public. [Inproving the access and

i nfornati on about these sites and related sites managed by the Ohio

Hi storical Society would inprove the public’'s know edge of these inportant
and nmonument al American | ndi an achi evenents.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: HOCU STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Hopewel | Culture NHP has an active education programthat reaches out to
schools in the local area and to the large cities in southern Chio such as
Col unbus, Dayton, and G ncinnati. Inproving public use facilities at all of
the units of the park would help facilitate partnership with school to use
t he several units of the park as outdoor |aboratories.

In addition, the park has an active programfor scout groups and hel ps scouts
obtain the difficult-to-earn Archeol ogy Merit badge. |Inproved access and

i nterpretati on woul d hel p educate and inspire young people on the
acconpl i shments of past cultures and encourage themto pursue careers in
resour ce managenent.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

HOCU RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anericans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nati onal
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

Conplete a gap in a regional rail trail that connects the Hopewel |l Mund
Group unit of Hopewell Culture NHP to the nearest communities. A bridge,
short connecting trail segment, and a proper crossing at a road intersection
Wi ll conplete a tail that connects the Hopewell Mund G oup archeol ogi cal
site to Chillicothe and Greenfield. The paved trail provides access for a
broad spectrum of visitors to the park and to nearby county park |ands. The
Ross County Parks Departnment will be the partner.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The Seip Earthworks unit of Hopewell Culture NHP is jointly managed by the
Nat i onal Park Service and the Chio Historical Society. A historic house
dating fromthe 1820s is owned by the Hi storical Society and has been
identified as a logical location for a joint visitor contact and education
facility. The Seip Earthworks host a |l arge portion of the total park

visitation and needs proper facilities for visitor use and education. It is
proposed that the Society and the Park adapt the historic house as a visitor
contact station. It is also possible that the Chio Departnent of

Transportation will contribute towards an inproved confort station.

The Park and the Chio Historical Society cooperate on a nunber of projects to
preserve or interpret Hopewell culture archeol ogical sites including a joint

application for Wrld Heritage status and joint regional tours of significant
archeol ogi cal sites. This project would further strengthen the relationship

bet ween the Park and OHS and i nmprove the education opportunities at an

i nportant prehistoric site.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: HOCU RECREATI ON

Expand partnerships with schools and boys and girls associations to show how
nati onal park experiences can inprove children’s |ives.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The five units of Hopewell Culture NHP are excellent opportunities for
establishing | ong-term partnerships with schools and to provide the schools
wi t h outdoor | earning opportunities.

As one of the few NPS units in the Eastern U.S. whose prinmary thene is

prehi storic archeol ogy, Hopewell Culture NHP is very active with scouting
groups in providing prograns for the archeology nmerit badge or its
equi val ent. The Park provides scout groups access to professiona

ar cheol ogi st and opportunities for field work which are requirenments for

t hese nerit badges. These opportunities would be inproved by inproved public
access at all of the units of the Park and by the provision of inproved

i nterpretative opportunities.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: HOCU EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

Q her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Hopewel | Cul ture NHP has outstandi ng opportunities to provide outdoor

| earni ng through partnerships with several school districts. The five units
of the Park are in 4 different school districts and near by to 3 others. By
using all 5 units of the Park a wide variety of long-termlearning

rel ati onshi ps can be developed. |In order to utilize all 5 units, each unit
nmust have a mnimum |l evel of public use facilities. The Park hopes that the
Centennial Initiative would help provide these basic facilities thereby

unl ocki ng the opportunities for park-based | earning.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

HOCU EDUCATI ON

Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

Hopewel | Culture NHP is undergoing a period of growh simlar to a newy

est abl i shed park since it was expanded to 5 units in 1991. Each unit
preserves a significant 2000-year-old earthwork built by the Hopewel

culture. Wthin the last 5 years land at each of the units has been
purchased. Only the original unit of the Park, the Mound City unit, has a
full conmplement of facilities. Two of the units have linmted facilities, and
two units are closed to the public. Little interpretation is available for 4
of the units of the Park

The Park’s projects for the Initiative would address the facility and
interpretation deficits. It would rehabilitate fallow farmfields into better
and nore visually pleasing habitat and address invasive plant issues that are
a concern to neighboring farners. The public woul d have better opportunities
to | earn about the variety and abundance of the ancient nonuments built by

t he Hopewel |l culture. Public understandi ng about the relatively unknown
acconpl i shments of a significant Pre-Colunbian culture would be increased.
Publ i c satisfacti on woul d be increased since the public would have sone | evel
of access to all of the lands acquired with public funds.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



