Workshop: Effective Interpretation of Archeological Resources

Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, October 24-28, 2005
Notes on supplied books: 
1. Presenting Archaeology to the Public: Digging for Truths, edited by John H. Jameson, Jr. 

In the face of increasing public interest and demand for information, archaeologists are collaborating with historians, museum curators, and exhibit designers to devise the best strategy for translating archaeological information to the public. Presenting Archaeology to the Public: Digging for Truths (1997) opens doors for public involvement. It highlights successful case studies where specialists have provided the public with the opportunity and necessary tools for learning about archaeology. Cahokia Mounds, Little Big Horn, Sabino Canyon, Monticello, Poplar Forest, and Charleston Place are just a few of the historical sites featured. Topics discussed include site tours, museum displays, active excavations, and volunteer programs. This book helps bridge the gap between archaeologists and the lay public by making information accessible to all. 

"This important collection of case studies offers a holistic approach to the public interpretation of archaeology. It provides communication strategies for specialists and non-specialists that have worked to make technical information accessible to the lay public." --Brian Fagan, University of California, Santa Barbara.

2. The Reconstructed Past: Reconstructions in the Public Interpretation of Archaeology and History, edited by John H. Jameson, Jr.

To reconstruct or not to reconstruct? That is the question facing many agencies and site managers throughout the world. While reconstructed sites provide a three-dimensional pedagogic environment in which visitors can acquire a heightened sense of the past, an ethical conflict emerges when on-site reconstructions and restorations contribute to the damage or destruction of the original archaeological record. The case studies in this volume contribute to the ongoing debates between data and material authenticity and educational and interpretive value of reconstructions. Discussing diverse reconstruction sites from the Golan Region to Colonial Williamsburg, the authors present worldwide examples that have been affected by agency policies, divergent presentation philosophies, and political and economic realities.
3. An Introduction to Grand Canyon Prehistory, by Christopher M. Coder, Grand Canyon Association, 2000.
4. Public Benefits of Archaeology, Barbara J. Little (ed.) University Press of Florida, 2002.

A mix of authors from all aspects of the profession, as well as several non-archaeologists, address the broad range of contributions that archaeology makes beyond research. Their discussion confronts the issue of exactly who the public is and why it should care about archaeology at all. These authors prove, in exploring diverse cross-sections of the public, that archaeology plays a crucial role in providing an authentic past, opportunities for critical thinking, and multicultural education. The eclectic nature of the collection allows for a thorough exploration of major issues central to the conduct of archaeological scholarship: museum and site interpretation, site preservation, education, media relations, descendant communities, and politics and public policy.
5. The Past in Peril, a series of articles on endangered archaeological sites by Pulitzer Prize winning science writer Mike Toner.
