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Abstract

Archaeological sites are often located in public spaces, whether on land or underwater. In many cases sites are in close proximity to urban areas or can easily be reached by boat, and their visibility may be low or limited. This leads to special challenges to site management regarding conservation, protection, enforcement of legal mandates for public education and outreach, and public interpretation. Quality public interpretation and outreach can assist in managing and protecting archaeological sites in remote locations. They are also key elements in garnering public and institutional support for research and monitoring. “Ownership” by local communities or frequent users can assist in long-term preservation and promoting public stewardship. Papers are invited on topics encompassing both on-site and off-site interpretative efforts including heritage trails, virtual trails, museum exhibits, and examples of public interpretation as a management tool. Examples of coastal, intertidal, or fully submerged archaeological sites will be addressed, as well as terrestrial sites and the comparative challenges associated with public interpretation of underwater vs. terrestrial sites. Papers will deal with case studies, specific sites, and ranges of sites in illuminating effective interpretive and management strategies. 

