Effective Interpretation of Archeological Resources

Charleston, SC, February 2-6, 2004
Backgrounds of Instructors:

· Michael A. Allen, Education Specialist / Park Ranger, Fort Sumter NM, Fort Moultrie NM, and Charles Pinckney National Historic Site

Michael A. Allen grew up in Kingstree, South Carolina, and is a 1982 graduate of South Carolina State University with a degree in History Education. He began his public career as a Cooperative Education Student with the National Park Service in 1980. Mr. Allen has serves as a Park Ranger and Education Specialist for the Fort Sumter National Monument, Fort Moultrie and Charles Pinckney National Historic Site. He played a leading role in the National Park Service's Gullah-Geechee Special Resource Study. The Gullah people, also called Geechee in some areas, are the descendants of enslaved Africans brought from West Africa to work on plantations in the fertile coastal crescent from the St. Johns River in Florida to the Cape Fear River in North Carolina. The language, food, and religion of their native Africa was integrated with the circumstances forced on them in America to form a distinct culture rich in language, art, and culture. The Gullah-Geechee Special Resource Study examines the feasibility and suitability of establishing educational centers as well as determining ways to increase interpretation and preservation of this valuable culture. The final report will be presented to Congress in March 2004. 

Michael Allen has also been involved in designing and presenting elaborate interpretive programs that involve local communities in their design and that attract non-traditional audiences to National Park Service interpretive programs. An additional focus of his has been the expansion of the interpretive stories told at Civil War Battlefields to include the socio-political contexts of the Civil War. 

Mr. Allen has been a community activist for most of his professional life. He has a deep-seeded interest in our nation’s history and culture as it relates to spiritual growth. In addition to all of his various NPS duties, he is currently involved in an innovative project designed to engage new audiences into understanding and appreciating African and American history. The International Museum of African American History, which is slated to open in Charleston in 2007, will offer a glimpse into the role of Africans and African American people contributed in the making of the Modern World. Finally, Michael’s motto is: “To understand the present and move toward the future, you must first know and accept your past.”
· John Beck, Resource Education Specialist/Planner, Southeast Regional Office, National Park Service

John Beck has served as a resource education specialist/planner with the Southeast Regional Office, National Park Service, since 1988.  He collaborates with regional office and park staffs, their partners, and others to improve the quality of visitor experiences in parks and museums throughout the Southeast and Caribbean. More specifically, he provides leadership and technical expertise in developing resource education media and personal services, partnerships, and planning.  He has contributed to several National Park Service publications on historic preservation, interpretation and education, and employee development.   Currently, he is a key member of the planning and design team for Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site. Other recent resource and interpretive planning assignments have included Cumberland Island National Seashore, Guilford Courthouse National National Military Park, Charles Pinckney National Historic Site, Fort Sumter National Monument, Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve, and the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail.  Prior to coming to the regional office in Atlanta, he served in field positions at Fort Pulaski National Monument, Savannah, Georgia; Kings Mountain National Military Park and Cowpens National Battlefield, South Carolina; and Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, Potomac, Maryland. John attended the University of Maryland, receiving a B.A. in American history in 1968, and studying historical geography and cartography at the graduate level.       

· Dan Bell, Interpretive Specialist, Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site
Dan Bell has served since 1988 as a historic resource coordinator with the South Carolina State Park Service.  For the last three years, he has worked with the agency's Resource Management Section, providing cultural resource management support and historical research for historic sites and parks throughout the state.  Prior to then he developed and presented interpretive programs and conducted research on historic sites in the coastal area. He holds a BA in History from Ohio University and an MA in Applied History from the University of South Carolina.
· Ashley Chapman, Site Manager, Colonial Fort Dorchester Sate Park
· Terry Conway, Interpretation Supervisor, Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site
Terry Conway received BS in Forestry, Outdoor Recreation Resource Management from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in 1995.  He has an MS in Forestry with focus on Environmental Interpretation from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in 1997.  Terry worked with South Carolina State Park Service in February 1998 at Hunting Island State Park as a Naturalist/Interpreter.  Promoted in March 1999 to Ranger II at Caesars Head State Park.  He was promoted in October 1999 to Regional Interpretive Coordinator for the Lowcountry Region of SC State Parks.  He currently focuses his efforts on coordinating the development of curriculum-based programs and developing and coordinating passive interpretive services at 4 historic sites and 4 nature sites.
· Wendy Davis, National Park Service Education Coordinator, Washington, DC

Wyndeth (Wendy) Davis is the Servicewide Education Program Coordinator for the National Park Service. She has a Master's degree in Anthropology/Archaeology from the University of Oregon and a Bachelor’s Degree in Anthropology/ Theatre from Central Washington University. Wendy  taught Archaeology and Physical Anthropology for the University of Alaska for nine years, and was Assistant Director of the archaeological field school at the University of Oregon for two years. Her career with the National Park Service began in 1989, as an archaeologist in the Alaska Region, where she later worked as an Interpretative Specialist until joining the Park Net web team as the Web and Distance Learning Coordinator in 2000. She has a passionate commitment to the interpretation of the process and products of archaeological research.

· Leland Ferguson, Archeologist, Columbia, SC 



Leland Ferguson is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus and past Chair of the Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina.  For more than thirty years he has conducted research on prehistoric and historic sites in the southeastern United States, including Native American temple mounds and villages, Revolutionary War fortifications, plantations, and most recently urban churches and graveyards.  He is best known for his work on the archaeology of early African Americans and his book Uncommon Ground (1992).  Recently, he completed excavations of an early African American graveyard in the Moravian town of Salem, NC, and he has written interpretive text and installed archaeological exhibits for the Old Salem museum.  He is currently working on an archaeological study of religion, reason, and race based on research in Salem.     
· Ron Fischer, Superintendent, Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site 

· John H. Jameson, Jr., Senior Archeologist, Southeast Archeological Center, National Park Service



John H. Jameson, Jr. is a senior archaeologist with the National Park Service's Southeast Archaeological Center in Tallahassee, Florida. His 20-plus years of federal service have encompassed a broad range of projects involving archaeological field work and cultural resource management in several regions of the United States and overseas. A recognized leader in public archaeology, he is a key player in the development of training courses for park rangers and archaeologists in the effective interpretation of archaeological resources. Between 1997 and 2000, he was coordinated an interdisciplinary Task Group in developing the NPS Archeology/Interpretation Shared Competency Training Module. Jameson is the originator and coordinator of the Center's Public Interpretation Initiative, a long-term public outreach program, international in scope, that has involved numerous government-sponsored symposia, training workshops, seminars, website development, and publications on the topic of public education and interpretation of cultural resources. He has been the compiler/editor of three major works on the public interpretation of archaeology: Presenting Archaeology to the Public: Digging for Truths (AltaMira Press, 1997); Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts (University of Alabama Press, 2003); and The Reconstructed Past: Reconstructions in the Public Interpretation of Archaeology and History (AltaMira Press, 2004).
· Bennie Keel, Regional Archeologist, Southeast Archeological Center, National Park Service

Bennie C. Keel (PhD, Washington State University 1972) joined the National Park Service in 1976 as Chief, Interagency Archeological Services, Atlanta. Dr. Keel served as Departmental Consulting Archeologist in Washington, DC from 1980 until he joined the Southeast Archeological Center 1990 as Regional Archeologist for the NPS Southeast Regional Office. He has conducted archeological projects that span most of the time periods of North American archeology. He directed the Cherokee Archeology Project at the University of North Carolina in the 1960s and 1970s. Since joining the Center, his research efforts have focused on historic archeology. He led a number of archeological investigations at Charles Pinckney NHS between 1991-1999 and at Cane River Creole NHP between 1996-2003.

· Dave Orr, Archeologist, National Park Service and Temple University


Dave Orr is a Research Professor of anthropology at Temple University and also is the Senior Regional Archeologist, Northeast Region, National Park Service. He has had a rich and varied career as crewmember and director of archaeology projects in North America and overseas. He has worked at Roman sites at Pompeii, Italy and in Romania. He has conducted excavations at a number of Industrial Archaeology sites in Philadelphia, as well as a number NPS sites: Civil War parks, Fort McHenry, Valley Forge, Jamestown, and many others. His work has concentrated on a holistic approach to material culture interpretation. He has been active in developing public interpretation and outreach programs for NPS and was a member of the interdisciplinary Task Group that developed the NPS Archeology/Interpretation Shared Competency Training Module.

· Harry Pecorelli, HL Hunley Research Team

· Carlin Timmons, Park Ranger, Charles Pinckney National Historic Site
· Natalie Vinton, Archeologist, New South Wales Heritage Office, Sydney, Australia 

Natalie Vinton is an Australian archaeologist employed by the New South Wales Heritage Office to head the State Historical Archaeological Team. Her participation in the course is under the auspices of the MOU between her office and the Southeast Archeological Center. Natalie is responsible for the provision of specialist advice in relation to the State’s historical archaeological resources, built heritage, natural, landscape, and moveable heritage. Her main area of professional interest includes the development of innovative collaborations between archaeologists, historians, heritage managers and local communities to ensure the continuing appreciation of, and enthusiasm for, the protection of heritage places within modern communities. 

In order to further her understanding of international best practice interpretation, Natalie undertook an extensive study tour of public archaeology programs and interpretation centers in the USA in early 2002 after being awarded a travelling fellowship by the NSW Premier’s Department. Since this time she has returned to the States in order to undertake additional research into the establishment and on-going provision of community archaeological programs.  Natalie has a B.A. (Hons.) in Archaeology and Paeoloanthropology from the University of New England, Australia and has previously worked on indigenous projects in northern NSW and central Australia. Natalie previously worked as the City Archaeologist for Sydney City Council and gained invaluable experience working for Sydney Artefacts Conservation.
· Terry Weik, Archeologist, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina, Columbia

· Don Wollenhaupt, Chief, Education and Interpretation, Southeast Region, National Park Service

Don is currently serving for the National Park Service as Chief of Interpretation and Education for the Southeast Region in Atlanta, Georgia.  Don has worked in seven National Park units in his career which began in 1978 at Shenandoah National Park in Virginia.  His career has taken him to parks in Missouri, South Dakota, Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Florida before coming to the regional office in 1999.  He has worked most of his career in the field of Interpretation and Education however has worked in the fields of resource protection, visitor services and resources management. Notable awards he has received include the Harry Yount Award presented  while at Effigy Mounds National Monument in Iowa, a special education citation from the Oklahoma State Legislature while at Chickasaw National Recreation Area and the Freedom Star Award for his excellent management of the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program for the Southeast Region. Don is married. His wife Kim is physician with a clinic in Fayetteville, GA.  They have two children, Andrew and Sofia. His interest outside family and work is his church activities, long distance running and collecting baseball memorabilia.
· Martha Zierden, Curator of Historical Archaeology, Charleston Museum
Martha Zierden is Curator of Historical Archaeology at The Charleston

Museum, a position she has held since 1981. She received her M.A. in

anthropology from Florida State University. Her research focuses on the

social fabric of urban life and the relations between urban, plantation, and frontier residents of the South Carolina lowcountry.  She is editor of "Charleston in the Context of Trans-Atlantic Culture" (Historical Archaeology 33(3), 1999) and co-editor of "Another's Country: Archaeological and Historical Perspectives on Cultural Interactions in the Southern Colonies" (University of Alabama Press, 2002).

