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FORMAT:  PANEL/DISCUSSION
Position papers will be prepared by panel members that describe the goals and results of the Unlocking the Past project and other international examples of effective public outreach projects. Position papers will be posted on both the WAC-5 and NPS/SEAC web sites. At the beginning of the session, panel members will give brief synopses of their respective position papers. This will be followed by discussions and feedback with audience participation/interaction followed by a question-and-answer period.
Unlocking the Past: Historical Archaeology in North America is a unique, multi-year public outreach and education project of the Society for Historical Archaeology's (SHA's) Public Education and Information Committee. The project encompasses the production of two major components: a generously illustrated book and an Internet web site. Both the book and the web site introduce general readers to the archaeology of North America's history beginning with the early contacts between Europeans and Native Americans. They take the reader on a journey to significant historical archaeological sites and projects from Canada to the Caribbean, from the early Viking voyages through World War II. They tell the stories of historical archaeologists conducting pioneering work in rural and urban North America, on the land and under water, at forts, shipwrecks, missions, farms, city lots, and sites of industry. They also explain why historical archaeology is important in providing objectively derived context as well as filling information gaps in the historical record. Position papers will be prepared by panel members that describe the goals and results of the Unlocking the Past project.  We will also discuss the past, present, and future of historical archaeology as a sub-discipline of archaeology and anthropology and the importance of public outreach. At the beginning of the session, panel members will give brief synopses of their respective position papers. This will be followed by discussions and feedback with audience participation/interaction followed by a question-and-answer period.

In Unlocking the Past, historical archaeologists share their findings to engage readers and encourage them to join in preserving and studying our cultural heritage. The material is designed to  appeal to a wide general audience of young adults and adults interested in archaeology, North American history, and historic preservation. The project aims to: (1) demonstrate the importance of historical archaeological research and preservation: how historical archaeology is enriching our understanding of the North American past; (2) explain why we do historical archaeology and what it can teach us about North America's historic past that is of special relevance to contemporary society; and  (3) explain how and why all Americans, including avocationists and the general public, must be part of mission of historical archaeology. 

Program:

1. Opening introduction to the session - John Jameson and Lu Ann De Cunzo
2. The History, Goals, and Status of SHA's "Unlocking the Past: Historical Archaeology in North America" Project - John Jameson and Lu Ann De Cunzo, with Pam Cressey, Diana Wall, William Moss, and Audrey Horning
3. Smart Planning and Innovative Public Outreach: The quintessential mix for the future of archaeology - Natalie Vinton (NSW Heritage Office) and Pamela Cressey (Alexandria Archaeology)

4. Workhouse Architecture: Historically Significant or Cheap Property? - Liz Thomas (Queen's University, Belfast) L.Thomas@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK

5. Historical Archaeology and Indigenous Peoples: Implications for Outreach Efforts - 

Lance M. Foster (Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska)

6. Open discussion

Presentations

History, Goals, and Status of SHA's "Unlocking the Past: Historical Archaeology in North America" Project

John Jameson
Lu Ann De Cunzo

[see session abstract]

Smart Planning and Innovative Public Outreach: The quintessential mix for the future of Archaeology
Natalie Vinton

NSW Heritage Office

Pamela Cressey 

Alexandria Archaeology

Archaeological systems and practices that emphasize public outcomes, education and interpretation are a key management tool for many of America’s significant historical archaeological sites and resources. Public outreach programs such as sha's "unlocking the past: historical archaeology in north america" and the city of alexandria’s archaeological programs help to reduce looting at public archaeological sites and increased enthusiasm  with public audiences about archaeology and history. At the community level, innovative public programs and activities have led to renewed pride in local cultural heritage assets and increased activism for the protection of significant cultural heritage sites.
Internationally, historical archaeological resources are being managed in a variety of ways with varying success. In Australia, in 1977, the State of New South Wales introduced strong heritage legislation to protect historical archaeological relics, older than 50 years old, irrelevant of whether they exist on private or public land (NSW Heritage Act 1977). Since the introduction of this comprehensive legislation twenty-five years ago, the relics provisions of the Heritage Act (1977) have been adapted and amended by other Australian states in order to provide comprehensive legal protection for significant historical archaeological remains elsewhere in the country. 

This paper explores the impact of legislation-based management on archaeological resources in Sydney, Australia in comparison to the impact of community-led archaeology programs in Alexandria, Virginia. By learning how to strike a balance between heritage legislation and strong community-based archaeological programs we can ensure the survival of our finite and heavily diminished archaeological resource for future generations to appreciate.

Workhouse Architecture: Historically Significant or Cheap Property?

Liz Thomas
Queen's University, Belfast

L.Thomas@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK
In total 169 workhouses were erected in Ireland. Today approximately thirty percent of these buildings are extant. The extant workhouses in Ireland are overwhelmingly a grim reminder of a bleak period in Irish history. The workhouses were built from 1838 with the introduction of the Irish Poor Law Act. Ireland had been united with England since the 1801 Act of Union. The Poor Law was the first of its kind in Ireland. Although it was met with much objection landlords were obliged to pay rates and erect the workhouses in the 169 established unions. The workhouse is a reminder of the Great Famine and dire poverty. After partition many of the workhouses in the Republic of Ireland were demolished. In Northern Ireland they were used as orphanages, nursing homes and hospitals. However, today workhouse architecture is under appreciated and disguised beneath modern renovations. Even more harrowing is the fact that the historical significance of these buildings is not appreciated. For various reasons, the workhouses in Ireland are being demolished or left derelict. Few have been converted to museums, often in commemoration of the Famine victims of the hungry 1840s; others are used as guest houses, while one workhouse serves as an art gallery. This paper will address the present condition of workhouses in Ireland, types of workhouse conservation and renovations and the real historical value placed on these buildings.

Historical Archaeology and Indigenous Peoples: Implications for Outreach Efforts  

Lance M. Foster

Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska

In trying to develop more effective outreach efforts for multicultural and especially indigenous audiences, historical archaeology has much potential. Basic assumptions should always be re-examined however, in research design, community contact, program development, and community involvement. Basic concepts of what constitutes “sensitivity” or “relevance” or "Native American" to indigenous issues may differ not only from community to community, but from individual to individual. Examination of cases of historical archaeology outreach in a broad spectrum of Native American community involvement efforts indicates some lessons to be learned, including the importance of place and the concept of “wiumpi”, usefulness to the people.

Unlocking the Past: Historical Archaeology in North America is a unique, multi-year public outreach and education project of the Society for Historical Archaeology's (SHA's) Public Education and Information Committee. The project encompasses the production of two major components: a generously illustrated book and an Internet web site. Both the book and the web site introduce general readers to the archaeology of North America's history beginning with the early contacts between Europeans and Native Americans. They take the reader on a journey to significant historical archaeological sites and projects from Canada to the Caribbean, from the early Viking voyages through World War II. They tell the stories of historical archaeologists conducting pioneering work in rural and urban North America, on the land and under water, at forts, shipwrecks, missions, farms, city lots, and sites of industry. They also explain why historical archaeology is important in providing objectively derived context as well as filling information gaps in the historical record. 

In Unlocking the Past, historical archaeologists share their findings to engage readers and encourage them to join in preserving and studying our cultural heritage. The material is designed to appeal to a wide general audience of young adults and adults interested in archaeology, North American history, and historic preservation. The project aims to: (1) demonstrate the importance of historical archaeological research and preservation: how historical archaeology is enriching our understanding of the North American past; (2) explain why we do historical archaeology and what it can teach us about North America's historic past that is of special relevance to contemporary society; and (3) explain how and why all Americans, including avocationals and the general public, must be part of mission of historical archaeology. 
