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Why the Rush for National Significance?Why the Rush for National Significance?

Numbers of new and amended nominations claiming Numbers of new and amended nominations claiming 
National significance is climbingNational significance is climbing

Total number of NR listings at the national level of Total number of NR listings at the national level of 
significance as of 2008 is 7,923, including approximately significance as of 2008 is 7,923, including approximately 
2400 NHLs (9% with NHL included; 6%  NR nominations 2400 NHLs (9% with NHL included; 6%  NR nominations 
alone.alone.

Save AmericaSave America’’s Treasures (SAT) programs Treasures (SAT) program

NHL Increased InterestNHL Increased Interest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
86600 Total Listings 



 listings = national level =  9%  (with NHLs included)

5523 listings = national level =  6%  (without 2400 NHLs)

22007 listings = state level = 25%

56702 listings = local level =  65%



Of 33093 total NR listings prior to 1980 about 21% were at national level (included all NHLs on 1966)

36% state level and 42% local level.

Since 1980 the total # NR listings is 64539, with about 5% at the national level, 21% at the state level, and 73% at the local level. 



Most significant generator – SAT $$$



National Historic Landmark Interest – NR as precursor to NHL consideration. 
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WhatWhat’’s the Magic Formula?s the Magic Formula?

ContextContext

Comparative AnalysisComparative Analysis

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It all comes down to two simple(?) components



Context



Comparative Analysis
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It is All About the Context!It is All About the Context!

ContextContext

ContextContext

ContextContext

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have we heard this before?
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Where Can We go to Find Context?Where Can We go to Find Context?

Existing contextsExisting contexts
NHL Theme StudiesNHL Theme Studies

http://www.nps.gov/nhl/themes/themeshttp://www.nps.gov/nhl/themes/themes--all.htmall.htm
NationNation--wide multiple property documentswide multiple property documents

NRIS databaseNRIS database
Other NR or NHL listed propertiesOther NR or NHL listed properties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Existing contexts:

NHL Theme studies, particularly the new ones, all listed online (Labor, Desegregation)

	Newer ones clearly have well-developed registration requirements directed at identifying those sites that  rise to national level.



MPS documentation.   Both national level and state level, provided sources.



NRIS Database.  Similar resources, all NHL now available on-line to provide sample context. 
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No existing contextNo existing context

Must provide the contextMust provide the context
Must be based on scholarly research and evaluationMust be based on scholarly research and evaluation
Must have a comparative aspectMust have a comparative aspect
Must show exceptional importance within the themeMust show exceptional importance within the theme
More than one property of a type can be nationally More than one property of a type can be nationally 
significant, but not all properties associated with a significant, but not all properties associated with a 
national theme are automatically nationally significant!national theme are automatically nationally significant!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then its up to you to create one.  National significance doesn’t just happen because we say so.



Scholarly (citations, work of experts not supposition, what have others said about theme.)  If no one has worked on the topic, questions whether or not the theme is of national importance, or is it premature to be looking at this.    Other wise you are creating the scholarly work/context



Comparative analysis.  We said that two parts to evaluation.  First is to identify a nationally significant theme of overarching significance to American/Regional history.   The need to show how your particular example is of broad national importance within that theme.   Not everything associated with a nationally important  theme will automatically make it nationally significant.  

(Post Offices, Border Stations, WPA)     

No doubting the national importance of these themes,  but what elements might make an individual example of national significance?

First of its kind, last, central role, best of its kind.   Each requires sufficient understanding of the theme to know what else is out there.

  

Problems:

Make sure that the property is directly associated with the nationally significant theme (Criterion B oil man, nominates his summer home?)



Examples:



Chilacco Indian Ag School, OK

CHILOCCO INDIAN AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL

Kay County, Oklahoma

National Significance

The Chilocco Indian Agricultural School is significant at the national and state levels under National Register Criteria A and C, in the areas of Ethnic History: Native American, Education, Politics/Government, and Architecture (State level).

Founded in 1883-84, the Chilocco School was one of the first, large off-reservation boarding schools established by the Federal government for the education of Native American students.  Established in the mold of the earlier Carlisle Indian School (PA), the non-reservation schools sought to provide Indian children an opportunity to integrate into the general “approved” society through intense vocational education removed from the influence of Indian family and tribal culture.  An important instrument of the federal government's often controversial efforts to assimilate Native Americans into mainstream culture, the schools assisted in bringing many younger Native Americans into the twentieth century by providing the means for them to interact with and be a part of the larger American culture.  The government boarding schools also often provided the first place where many Indian people learned of the existence of, and the diversity of, other Indian tribes and their separate, "special" treatment by the government.  Many believe that more than any other institution these schools, actively or passively, created an environment that cultivated and strengthened the idea of an "Indian" identity apart from one's individual tribal identity.		

The Chilocco School occupied a unique place within the non-reservation boarding school system as a significant leader in agricultural vocational training, among many other areas.  The site’s large acreage and suitable climate and soils encouraged extensive agricultural education programs.  The Chilocco campus, featuring numerous handsome stone buildings, remains among the most intact collections of historic educational facilities associated with the non-reservation boarding school system.

Non-reservation Native American boarding schools in Kansas (Haskell) and Pennsylvania (Carlisle) are currently designated as NHLs.  Both school retain less cohesive collections of buildings and lack the distinctive agricultural focus of the Chilocco School.  All of the schools embody the late nineteenth through the mid-twentieth century policies of the Federal government toward the education of Native American children, and the larger missions of assimilation and acculturation.  The limited number of large, permanent, off-reservation boarding schools represents a distinct subgroup within the themes of Native American educational and cultural history, distinct from the programs for on-reservation and mission- or locally-operated schools.       

  

Paul R. Lusignan, Historian



Kilauea Point Light Station, HI



Ft. Vancouver, WA



Guam Congress Hall



HP House & Garage

The Hewlett–Packard House and Garage are nationally significant under National Register Criteria A and B in the areas of Engineering.  The Palo Alto property was the site of Dave Packard and William Hewlett’s first successful collaboration, which led to the founding of the highly influential Hewlett-Packard firm and the eventual rise of the Palo Alto area as a significant technology research center.  Although the work completed in the garage workshop was not of particular note from an engineering or technological point of view, it did represent the first tentative steps in what would emerge as a vital entrepreneurial process that integrated the resources of a significant local research center (Stanford University) with the practical application of manufacturing and design efforts by recent graduates, engineers and researchers.  The symbiotic relationship between young entrepreneur/engineers like Hewlett and Packard and the nearby research institution would revolutionize local technological research, leading eventually to the establishment of the Stanford Research Park and the internationally important “Silicon Valley” high technology research area.

�



Arroyo Terrace HD. CA

The Park Place/Arroyo Terrace Historic District is nationally significant under National Register Criterion C, in the areas of Architecture and Art.  The small, cohesive residential district set overlooking the Arroyo Seco contains some of the nation’s finest examples of Arts & Crafts- inspired architectural design, by many of the eras most influential designers.  The district includes seven works by the renown partnership of Charles and Henry Greene, including Charles’ private home and studio and the remarkable Theodore Irwin (Duncan-Irwin) House.  Among the largest single concentration of the firm’s highly-respected work dating from the early years of their career, the district’s homes are invaluable to the study of the architects’ expansive influence on American architecture in the early twentieth century.



Elfred Barn & Field

The Juren Henry Elfers Barn and Field are nationally significant under National Register Criterion A in the areas of Ethnic Heritage/Native American and Military history.  The Elfers property was the site, in 1877, of a series of reprisal killings by Nez Perce warriors unhappy with Native American treatment at the hands of government forces and local settlers.  The murders precipitated the outbreak of full hostilities between the government and the non-treaty Nez Perce bands who were being forcibly relocated to designated reservation lands.  The Elfers site, itself illustrative of the growing incursion of Euro-American settlers onto former Native American lands, is directly connected with events associated with the broad patterns of U.S. Indian policy in the West during the late nineteenth century.  The local events that occurred at the farm would play out on a national stage as part of the last and perhaps most dramatic conflict between Native American society and government/military policy in the period–the Nez Perce War. 



White Eagle Park

Level of Significance:										

The appropriate level of significance is: state

[The national influence of the intertribal powwow, while intriguing, is not sufficiently documented or explored at this time to merit national level significance for the Oklahoma property.  Additional scholarly research and context development is necessary to assess national significance.]

White Eagle Park is significant at the state level under National Register Criterion A in the areas of Ethnic Heritage/Native American, Religion, Performing Arts, and Social History.  Dating to the establishment of the Ponca Reservation in 1877-78, the site has been the location of significant cultural practices associated with the religious and social life of the tribe since their relocation from Nebraska.  Used as a ceremonial and social event center, as well as a dance ring and powwow grounds, the park  continues to represent a site of critical importance to the Ponca Nation and their tribal identity. While elements of the physical facilities have changed over the years, the site’s value to the community as a means of maintaining their unique cultural identity has remained constant.  A key element of the significance of the site as a Traditional Cultural Place (TCP) is not just that varied cultural activities have been conducted here over a long period, but that the site itself is imbued with cultural importance owing to its associations with the earliest settlement and encampments of tribal members in their new Oklahoma home. 



Willamette Falls Lock

The current documentation does not provide sufficient context or comparative discussions to justify national significance.  In order to support a finding of national significance the documentation must clearly present information regarding the broader patterns of American history associated with the nominated resources as well as the universe of comparable nationwide examples.

Criterion C.  What other extant systems were the Willamette Falls Locks compared to in order to establish and justify national significance?  Where does the information come from regarding the status of this facility as the “oldest continually operated, multi-lock system in the U. S.?”  The current documentation does not appear to provide any bibliographic citations for national contexts or comparative studies outside of regional histories.   Furthermore, the case seems to emphasize the continuous operation of the lock system as a vital element of its significance, but it is unclear how continued operation represents a significant historic engineering aspect under Criterion C.  The significance of the property under Criterion C would appear to lie more in its existence as an example of specific type of engineering technology from a distinct period in American history.  The nomination needs to define that period, identify the characteristics that marked that period, and show how the Willamette system best exemplifies that period in comparison to other extant examples.

The case is made all the more difficult by the fact that the system has undergone considerable alteration and rehabilitation over the years.   The documentation should provide a much stronger analysis of how the original (historic) technology of the engineering complex is still conveyed despite changes to features such as the lock gates and mechanisms, the depth of the chambers, and the changes to the wall systems.  (The HABS/HAER photographs for the site show considerable reconstruction work during the 1980s, which was not well represented in the current nomination narrative; see http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/)    

Establishing national significance under Criterion C requires a much more thorough discussion of the historic context for lock and canal design during the historic period and a much stronger comparative analysis of the subject property to other similar resources.  (Particularly if National Historic Landmark Status is anticipated or desired in the future.)

Criterion A.  Similar to Criterion C, the current documentation fails to establish the economic or commercial significance of this particular facility beyond the state level.  How was this property significant within the broad patterns of national economic development, settlement, and transportation?  The current narrative relates information regarding Oregon’s historic patterns of development, but fails to place these in any sort of broader regional or nationwide context, nor does it compare these sites with other historic locations that may have made similar contributions.  The case is made more difficult in light of the acknowledged secondary economic status of river-borne (steamboat) traffic during the late nineteenth century, as the railroads rapidly supplanted such water systems.

Establishing national significance under Criterion A requires a more detailed discussion of the broad patterns of history as they relate to the contributions of such resources and a stronger comparative analysis of extant properties.

The current documentation fully supports the significance of this property at the state level. 

Will Rogers House, ok

The Will Rogers High School is nationally significant under National Register Criteria A and C in the areas of Education and Architecture.  Completed in 1939, the richly detailed brick and terra cotta school is an extremely well preserved example of early twentieth century Art Deco-style design.  The building’s high quality materials and distinctive plan were the work of a collaboration of talented local and regional architects, artists, craftsmen, and educational planners, with the result that the completed school lay beyond the standard scope of PWA/New Deal/Depression era commissions.   Owing in large part to the building’s envisioned role as a model progressive school, the design was intended to create a world-class example of modern educational design, which was widely recognized in contemporary literature as well as in later architectural studies.  The building’s physical form and curriculum reflected the educational philosophies of the “progressive” educational movement, which educators in the 1920s and 30s promoted as an alternative to the static educational systems of the nineteenth century.  The Tulsa school system served as an important test lab for implementing and evaluating progressive movement programs during the period and the Will Rogers High School was held up as a nationwide model for integrating progressive school programs with school plant design. 



Okmulgee Colored Hospital

The additional documentation submitted by the SHPO presents well researched and reasoned arguments justifying several changes to the original 1984 listing for the Okmulgee (Black) Colored Hospital.  These include changing the listing name to better reflect the historic designation of the property, the addition of Criterion C and Architecture as an area of significance; new geographical data (UTM Coordinates), and a much stronger statement regarding the background and establishment of the local institution--setting it within the broader context of important national patterns associated with twentieth century medical and social history.  However, the case is not sufficiently documented for considering the significance of this particular property at the national level.  While the creation and operation of the hospital may have reflected important national trends and patterns of history, the documentation fails to show how this particular example represented either an important singular resource whose creation or operation represented nationally significant events or precedence, or a sufficiently rare or extraordinary example of those themes in comparison to other extant examples.  The lack of a comparative context and analysis precludes an assessment of national significance at this time.  (The level of National Register significance remains local.)

Significance:	The level of significance is:  local.

The case was not sufficiently documented to consider the significance of this property at the national level.  A mere relationship to important national themes is not sufficient justification for considering a property at the national level of significance.  The documentation must show that in the context of those national themes, this particular property played a unique role of outstanding importance on the national stage.  The current documentation establishes with great clarity and detail how the Okmulgee Colored Hospital represented broad national trends and patterns of history as they were played out in the local community at the local level.  But there is no evidence that the events in Okmulgee had a substantial impact on events, persons or the patterns of history at the national level.  National contexts will often have associated properties that are locally or statewide significant representations, as well as those of national significance.  As an example, the establishment of Carnegie-funded libraries was clearly a pattern of national importance to the social and educational development of the U. S., but most of the buildings associated with that theme and context are assessed at the local level, as examples of the local impact of broad nationwide programs, patterns and initiatives.  The same is true for the Okmulgee Hospital—the building is an excellent reflection of events happening across the country and how they came to influence and impact local social history.  Much attention is given in the current narrative to the fact that there is not a great deal of information known about the extent of existing resources associated with the theme of twentieth-century, African-American medical care.  It is exactly the lack of such a comparative context, however, that makes assessing the relative rarity or unique nature of the Okmulgee Hospital all the more difficult.  A case for a national level of significance will almost always depend on a critical analysis of the extant resources associated with a particular theme in order to identify those resources that best reflect the national context.   If we knew that the Okmulgee Hospital was one of the very last remaining examples of colored hospital development in this country, then perhaps a case for national level significance could be crafted to reflect the rare status of the resource as the last vestige of important national events.  Or evidence might point to an important precedent set by the creation or operation of the Okmulgee facility that had significant, far-reaching impact on operations in other communities. The evidence currently on hand, however, only allows us to identify the Okmulgee Hospital as a rare local manifestation of important historic national patterns and trends. 
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National Register of Historic PlacesNational Register of Historic Places
Washington, DC Washington, DC 

202202--354354--22112211

National Park ServiceNational Park Service
U.S. Department of the InteriorU.S. Department of the Interior
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ExamplesExamples
CHILOCCO INDIAN AG SCHOOL, OKCHILOCCO INDIAN AG SCHOOL, OK
CHILOCCO INDIAN AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLCHILOCCO INDIAN AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL
Kay County, OklahomaKay County, Oklahoma
National SignificanceNational Significance
The Chilocco Indian Agricultural School is significant at the naThe Chilocco Indian Agricultural School is significant at the national and state levels under National Register Criteria A tional and state levels under National Register Criteria A 
and C, in the areas of Ethnic History: Native American, Educatioand C, in the areas of Ethnic History: Native American, Education, Politics/Government, and Architecture (State level).n, Politics/Government, and Architecture (State level).
Founded in 1883Founded in 1883--84, the Chilocco School was one of the first, large off84, the Chilocco School was one of the first, large off--reservation boarding schools established by reservation boarding schools established by 
the Federal government for the education of Native American studthe Federal government for the education of Native American students.  Established in the mold of the earlier Carlisle ents.  Established in the mold of the earlier Carlisle 
Indian School (PA), the nonIndian School (PA), the non--reservation schools sought to provide Indian children an opportureservation schools sought to provide Indian children an opportunity to integrate into the nity to integrate into the 
general general ““approvedapproved”” society through intense vocational education removed from the isociety through intense vocational education removed from the influence of Indian family and tribal nfluence of Indian family and tribal 
culture.  An important instrument of the federal government's ofculture.  An important instrument of the federal government's often controversial efforts to assimilate Native Americans ten controversial efforts to assimilate Native Americans 
into mainstream culture, the schools assisted in bringing many yinto mainstream culture, the schools assisted in bringing many younger Native Americans into the twentieth century by ounger Native Americans into the twentieth century by 
providing the means for them to interact with and be a part of tproviding the means for them to interact with and be a part of the larger American culture.  The government boarding he larger American culture.  The government boarding 
schools also often provided the first place where many Indian peschools also often provided the first place where many Indian people learned of the existence of, and the diversity of, ople learned of the existence of, and the diversity of, 
other Indian tribes and their separate, "special" treatment by tother Indian tribes and their separate, "special" treatment by the government.  Many believe that more than any other he government.  Many believe that more than any other 
institution these schools, actively or passively, created an envinstitution these schools, actively or passively, created an environment that cultivated and strengthened the idea of an ironment that cultivated and strengthened the idea of an 
"Indian" identity apart from one's individual tribal identity."Indian" identity apart from one's individual tribal identity.
The Chilocco School occupied a unique place within the nonThe Chilocco School occupied a unique place within the non--reservation boarding school system as a significant reservation boarding school system as a significant 
leader in agricultural vocational training, among many other areleader in agricultural vocational training, among many other areas.  The siteas.  The site’’s large acreage and suitable climate and s large acreage and suitable climate and 
soils encouraged extensive agricultural education programs.  Thesoils encouraged extensive agricultural education programs.  The Chilocco campus, featuring numerous handsome Chilocco campus, featuring numerous handsome 
stone buildings, remains among the most intact collections of histone buildings, remains among the most intact collections of historic educational facilities associated with the nonstoric educational facilities associated with the non--
reservation boarding school system.reservation boarding school system.
NonNon--reservation Native American boarding schools in Kansas (Haskell)reservation Native American boarding schools in Kansas (Haskell) and Pennsylvania (Carlisle) are currently and Pennsylvania (Carlisle) are currently 
designated as NHLs.  Both school retain less cohesive collectiondesignated as NHLs.  Both school retain less cohesive collections of buildings and lack the distinctive agricultural s of buildings and lack the distinctive agricultural 
focus of the Chilocco School.  All of the schools embody the latfocus of the Chilocco School.  All of the schools embody the late nineteenth through the mide nineteenth through the mid--twentieth century policies twentieth century policies 
of the Federal government toward the education of Native Americaof the Federal government toward the education of Native American children, and the larger missions of assimilation n children, and the larger missions of assimilation 
and acculturation.  The limited number of large, permanent, offand acculturation.  The limited number of large, permanent, off--reservation boarding schools represents a distinct reservation boarding schools represents a distinct 
subgroup within the themes of Native American educational and cusubgroup within the themes of Native American educational and cultural history, distinct from the programs for onltural history, distinct from the programs for on--
reservation and missionreservation and mission-- or locallyor locally--operated schools.       operated schools.       
Paul R. Lusignan, HistorianPaul R. Lusignan, Historian
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ExamplesExamples
HEWLETTHEWLETT--PACKARD HOUSE & GARAGE, CAPACKARD HOUSE & GARAGE, CA
The HewlettThe Hewlett––Packard House and Garage are nationally significant under NationPackard House and Garage are nationally significant under National Register Criteria A and B in the al Register Criteria A and B in the 
areas of Engineering.  The Palo Alto property was the site of Daareas of Engineering.  The Palo Alto property was the site of Dave Packard and William Hewlettve Packard and William Hewlett’’s first successful s first successful 
collaboration, which led to the founding of the highly influenticollaboration, which led to the founding of the highly influential Hewlettal Hewlett--Packard firm and the eventual rise of the Palo Packard firm and the eventual rise of the Palo 
Alto area as a significant technology research center.  AlthoughAlto area as a significant technology research center.  Although the work completed in the garage workshop was not of the work completed in the garage workshop was not of 
particular note from an engineering or technological point of viparticular note from an engineering or technological point of view, it did represent the first tentative steps in what would ew, it did represent the first tentative steps in what would 
emerge as a vital entrepreneurial process that integrated the reemerge as a vital entrepreneurial process that integrated the resources of a significant local research center (Stanford sources of a significant local research center (Stanford 
University) with the practical application of manufacturing and University) with the practical application of manufacturing and design efforts by recent graduates, engineers and design efforts by recent graduates, engineers and 
researchers.  The symbiotic relationship between young entreprenresearchers.  The symbiotic relationship between young entrepreneur/engineers like Hewlett and Packard and the eur/engineers like Hewlett and Packard and the 
nearby research institution would revolutionize local technologinearby research institution would revolutionize local technological research, leading eventually to the establishment of cal research, leading eventually to the establishment of 
the Stanford Research Park and the internationally important the Stanford Research Park and the internationally important ““Silicon ValleySilicon Valley”” high technology research area.high technology research area.

ARROYO TERRACE HISTORIC DISTRICT, CAARROYO TERRACE HISTORIC DISTRICT, CA
The Park Place/Arroyo Terrace Historic District is nationally siThe Park Place/Arroyo Terrace Historic District is nationally significant under National Register Criterion C, in the gnificant under National Register Criterion C, in the 
areas of Architecture and Art.  The small, cohesive residential areas of Architecture and Art.  The small, cohesive residential district set overlooking the Arroyo Seco contains some district set overlooking the Arroyo Seco contains some 
of the nationof the nation’’s finest examples of Arts & Craftss finest examples of Arts & Crafts-- inspired architectural design, by many of the erainspired architectural design, by many of the era’’s most influential s most influential 
designers.  The district includes seven works by the renown partdesigners.  The district includes seven works by the renown partnership of Charles and Henry Greene, including nership of Charles and Henry Greene, including 
CharlesCharles’’ private home and studio and the remarkable Theodore Irwin (Duncprivate home and studio and the remarkable Theodore Irwin (Duncanan--Irwin) House.  Among the largest single Irwin) House.  Among the largest single 
concentration of the firmconcentration of the firm’’s highlys highly--respected work dating from the early years of their career, the respected work dating from the early years of their career, the districtdistrict’’s homes are s homes are 
invaluable to the study of the architectsinvaluable to the study of the architects’’ expansive influence on American architecture in the early twentexpansive influence on American architecture in the early twentieth century.ieth century.

ELFERS BARN & FIELD, IDELFERS BARN & FIELD, ID
The Juren Henry Elfers Barn and Field are nationally significantThe Juren Henry Elfers Barn and Field are nationally significant under National Register Criterion A in the areas of under National Register Criterion A in the areas of 
Ethnic Heritage/Native American and Military history.  The ElferEthnic Heritage/Native American and Military history.  The Elfers property was the site, in 1877, of a series of reprisal s property was the site, in 1877, of a series of reprisal 
killings by Nez Perce warriors unhappy with Native American treakillings by Nez Perce warriors unhappy with Native American treatment at the hands of government forces and local tment at the hands of government forces and local 
settlers.  The murders precipitated the outbreak of full hostilisettlers.  The murders precipitated the outbreak of full hostilities between the government and the nonties between the government and the non--treaty Nez treaty Nez 
Perce bands who were being forcibly relocated to designated resePerce bands who were being forcibly relocated to designated reservation lands.  The Elfers site, itself illustrative of the rvation lands.  The Elfers site, itself illustrative of the 
growing incursion of Eurogrowing incursion of Euro--American settlers onto former Native American lands, is directlyAmerican settlers onto former Native American lands, is directly connected with events connected with events 
associated with the broad patterns of U.S. Indian policy in the associated with the broad patterns of U.S. Indian policy in the West during the late nineteenth century.  The local West during the late nineteenth century.  The local 
events that occurred at the farm would play out on a national stevents that occurred at the farm would play out on a national stage as part of the last and perhaps most dramatic age as part of the last and perhaps most dramatic 
conflict between Native American society and government/militaryconflict between Native American society and government/military policy in the periodpolicy in the period––the Nez Perce War. the Nez Perce War. 
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ExamplesExamples
WILL ROGERS HIGH SCHOOL, OKWILL ROGERS HIGH SCHOOL, OK
The Will Rogers High School is nationally significant under NatiThe Will Rogers High School is nationally significant under National Register onal Register 
Criteria A and C in the areas of Education and Architecture.  CoCriteria A and C in the areas of Education and Architecture.  Completed in 1939, mpleted in 1939, 
the richly detailed brick and terra cotta school is an extremelythe richly detailed brick and terra cotta school is an extremely well preserved well preserved 
example of early twentieth century Art Decoexample of early twentieth century Art Deco--style design.  The buildingstyle design.  The building’’s high s high 
quality materials and distinctive plan were the work of a collabquality materials and distinctive plan were the work of a collaboration of talented oration of talented 
local and regional architects, artists, craftsmen, and educationlocal and regional architects, artists, craftsmen, and educational planners, with al planners, with 
the result that the completed school lay beyond the standard scothe result that the completed school lay beyond the standard scope of PWA/New pe of PWA/New 
Deal/Depression era commissions.   Owing in large part to the buDeal/Depression era commissions.   Owing in large part to the buildingilding’’s s 
envisioned role as a model progressive school, the design was inenvisioned role as a model progressive school, the design was intended to create tended to create 
a worlda world--class example of modern educational design, which was widely class example of modern educational design, which was widely 
recognized in contemporary literature as well as in later architrecognized in contemporary literature as well as in later architectural studies.  ectural studies.  
The buildingThe building’’s physical form and curriculum reflected the educational s physical form and curriculum reflected the educational 
philosophies of the philosophies of the ““progressiveprogressive”” educational movement, which educators in the educational movement, which educators in the 
1920s and 30s promoted as an alternative to the static education1920s and 30s promoted as an alternative to the static educational systems of al systems of 
the nineteenth century.  The Tulsa school system served as an imthe nineteenth century.  The Tulsa school system served as an important test lab portant test lab 
for implementing and evaluating progressive movement programs dufor implementing and evaluating progressive movement programs during the ring the 
period and the Will Rogers High School was held up as a nationwiperiod and the Will Rogers High School was held up as a nationwide model for de model for 
integrating progressive school programs with school plant designintegrating progressive school programs with school plant design. . 
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ExamplesExamples
WHITE EAGLE PARK, OKWHITE EAGLE PARK, OK
White Eagle Park is significant at the state level under NationaWhite Eagle Park is significant at the state level under National Register Criterion l Register Criterion 
A in the areas of Ethnic Heritage/Native American, Religion, PerA in the areas of Ethnic Heritage/Native American, Religion, Performing Arts, and forming Arts, and 
Social History.  Dating to the establishment of the Ponca ReservSocial History.  Dating to the establishment of the Ponca Reservation in 1877ation in 1877--78, 78, 
the site has been the location of significant cultural practicesthe site has been the location of significant cultural practices associated with the associated with the 
religious and social life of the tribe since their relocation frreligious and social life of the tribe since their relocation from Nebraska.  Used as om Nebraska.  Used as 
a ceremonial and social event center, as well as a dance ring ana ceremonial and social event center, as well as a dance ring and powwow d powwow 
grounds, the park continues to represent a site of critical impogrounds, the park continues to represent a site of critical importance to the Ponca rtance to the Ponca 
Nation and their tribal identity. While elements of the physicalNation and their tribal identity. While elements of the physical facilities have facilities have 
changed over the years, the sitechanged over the years, the site’’s value to the community as a means of s value to the community as a means of 
maintaining their unique cultural identity has remained constantmaintaining their unique cultural identity has remained constant.  A key element .  A key element 
of the significance of the site as a Traditional Cultural Place of the significance of the site as a Traditional Cultural Place (TCP) is not just that (TCP) is not just that 
varied cultural activities have been conducted here over a long varied cultural activities have been conducted here over a long period, but that period, but that 
the site itself is imbued with cultural importance owing to its the site itself is imbued with cultural importance owing to its associations with the associations with the 
earliest settlement and encampments of tribal members in their nearliest settlement and encampments of tribal members in their new Oklahoma ew Oklahoma 
home. home. 
SLRSLR---- The appropriate level of significance is: The appropriate level of significance is: statestate
The national influence of the intertribal powwow, while intriguiThe national influence of the intertribal powwow, while intriguing, is not ng, is not 
sufficiently documented or explored at this time to merit nationsufficiently documented or explored at this time to merit national level al level 
significance for the Oklahoma property.  Additional scholarly resignificance for the Oklahoma property.  Additional scholarly research and search and 
context development is necessary to assess national significancecontext development is necessary to assess national significance..
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WILLAMETTE FALLS LOCK, ORWILLAMETTE FALLS LOCK, OR
The current documentation does not provide sufficient context orThe current documentation does not provide sufficient context or comparative discussions to justify national comparative discussions to justify national 
significance.  In order to support a finding of national signifisignificance.  In order to support a finding of national significance the documentation must clearly present information cance the documentation must clearly present information 
regarding the broader patterns of American history associated wiregarding the broader patterns of American history associated with the nominated resources as well as the universe of th the nominated resources as well as the universe of 
comparable nationwide examples.comparable nationwide examples.
Criterion CCriterion C.  What other extant systems were the Willamette Falls Locks com.  What other extant systems were the Willamette Falls Locks compared to in order to establish and justify pared to in order to establish and justify 
national significance?  Where does the information come from regnational significance?  Where does the information come from regarding the status of this facility as the arding the status of this facility as the ““oldest oldest 
continually operated, multicontinually operated, multi--lock system in the U. S.?lock system in the U. S.?”” The current documentation does not appear to provide any The current documentation does not appear to provide any 
bibliographic citations for national contexts or comparative stubibliographic citations for national contexts or comparative studies outside of regional histories.   Furthermore, the dies outside of regional histories.   Furthermore, the 
case seems to emphasize the case seems to emphasize the continuous operation continuous operation of the lock system as a vital element of its significance, but iof the lock system as a vital element of its significance, but it is t is 
unclear how continued operation represents a significant historiunclear how continued operation represents a significant historic engineering aspect under Criterion C.  The c engineering aspect under Criterion C.  The 
significance of the property under Criterion C would appear to lsignificance of the property under Criterion C would appear to lie more in its existence as an example of specific type ie more in its existence as an example of specific type 
of engineering technology from a distinct period in American hisof engineering technology from a distinct period in American history.  The nomination needs to define that period, tory.  The nomination needs to define that period, 
identify the characteristics that marked that period, and show hidentify the characteristics that marked that period, and show how the Willamette system best exemplifies that period ow the Willamette system best exemplifies that period 
in comparison to other extant examples.in comparison to other extant examples.
The case is made all the more difficult by the fact that the sysThe case is made all the more difficult by the fact that the system has undergone considerable alteration and tem has undergone considerable alteration and 
rehabilitation over the years.   The documentation should providrehabilitation over the years.   The documentation should provide a much stronger analysis of how the original e a much stronger analysis of how the original 
(historic) technology of the engineering complex is still convey(historic) technology of the engineering complex is still conveyed despite changes to features such as the lock gates ed despite changes to features such as the lock gates 
and mechanisms, the depth of the chambers, and the changes to thand mechanisms, the depth of the chambers, and the changes to the wall systems.  (The HABS/HAER photographs e wall systems.  (The HABS/HAER photographs 
for the site show considerable reconstruction work during the 19for the site show considerable reconstruction work during the 1980s, which was not well represented in the current 80s, which was not well represented in the current 
nomination narrative; see http://nomination narrative; see http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haermemory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/)    /)    
Establishing national significance under Criterion C requires a Establishing national significance under Criterion C requires a much more thorough discussion of the historic context much more thorough discussion of the historic context 
for lock and canal design during the historic period and a much for lock and canal design during the historic period and a much stronger comparative analysis of the subject property stronger comparative analysis of the subject property 
to other similar resources.  (Particularly if National Historic to other similar resources.  (Particularly if National Historic Landmark Status is anticipated or desired in the future.)Landmark Status is anticipated or desired in the future.)
Criterion ACriterion A.  Similar to Criterion C, the current documentation fails to es.  Similar to Criterion C, the current documentation fails to establish the economic or commercial tablish the economic or commercial 
significance of this particular facility beyond the state level.significance of this particular facility beyond the state level. How was this property significant within the broad patterns How was this property significant within the broad patterns 
of national economic development, settlement, and transportationof national economic development, settlement, and transportation?  The current narrative relates information regarding ?  The current narrative relates information regarding 
OregonOregon’’s historic patterns of development, but fails to place these in s historic patterns of development, but fails to place these in any sort of broader regional or nationwide any sort of broader regional or nationwide 
context, nor does it compare these sites with other historic loccontext, nor does it compare these sites with other historic locations that may have made similar contributions.  The ations that may have made similar contributions.  The 
case is made more difficult in light of the acknowledged secondacase is made more difficult in light of the acknowledged secondary economic status of riverry economic status of river--borne (steamboat) traffic borne (steamboat) traffic 
during the late nineteenth century, as the railroads rapidly supduring the late nineteenth century, as the railroads rapidly supplanted such water systems.planted such water systems.
Establishing national significance under Criterion A requires a Establishing national significance under Criterion A requires a more detailed discussion of the broad patterns of history more detailed discussion of the broad patterns of history 
as they relate to the contributions of such resources and a stroas they relate to the contributions of such resources and a stronger comparative analysis of extant properties.  The nger comparative analysis of extant properties.  The 
current documentation fully supports the significance of this prcurrent documentation fully supports the significance of this property at the state level.operty at the state level.



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C AE X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

ExampleExample
OKMULGEE COLORED HOSPITAL, OKOKMULGEE COLORED HOSPITAL, OK
The additional documentation submitted by the SHPO presents wellThe additional documentation submitted by the SHPO presents well researched and reasoned arguments justifying several researched and reasoned arguments justifying several 
changes to the original 1984 listing for the Okmulgee (Black) Cochanges to the original 1984 listing for the Okmulgee (Black) Colored Hospital.  These include changing the listing name to bettlored Hospital.  These include changing the listing name to better er 
reflect the historic designation of the property, the addition oreflect the historic designation of the property, the addition of Criterion C and Architecture as an area of significance; new f Criterion C and Architecture as an area of significance; new 
geographical data (UTM Coordinates), and a much stronger statemegeographical data (UTM Coordinates), and a much stronger statement regarding the background and establishment of the local nt regarding the background and establishment of the local 
institutioninstitution----setting it within the broader context of important national pattsetting it within the broader context of important national patterns associated with twentieth century medical and social erns associated with twentieth century medical and social 
history.  However, the case is not sufficiently documented for chistory.  However, the case is not sufficiently documented for considering the significance of this particular property at the nonsidering the significance of this particular property at the national ational 
level.  While the creation and operation of the hospital may havlevel.  While the creation and operation of the hospital may have reflected important national trends and patterns of history, te reflected important national trends and patterns of history, the he 
documentation fails to show how this particular example represendocumentation fails to show how this particular example represented either an important singular resource whose creation or ted either an important singular resource whose creation or 
operation represented nationally significant events or precedencoperation represented nationally significant events or precedence, or a sufficiently rare or extraordinary example of those theme, or a sufficiently rare or extraordinary example of those themes es 
in comparison to other extant examples.  The lack of a comparatiin comparison to other extant examples.  The lack of a comparative context and analysis precludes an assessment of national ve context and analysis precludes an assessment of national 
significance at this time.  (The level of National Register signsignificance at this time.  (The level of National Register significance remains local.)ificance remains local.)
SignificanceSignificance:: The level of significance isThe level of significance is:  local:  local..
The case was not sufficiently documented to consider the signifiThe case was not sufficiently documented to consider the significance of this property at the national level.  A mere relationshcance of this property at the national level.  A mere relationship to ip to 
important national themes is not sufficient justification for coimportant national themes is not sufficient justification for considering a property at the national level of significance.  Thensidering a property at the national level of significance.  The
documentation must show that in the context of those national thdocumentation must show that in the context of those national themes, this particular property played a unique role of outstandiemes, this particular property played a unique role of outstanding ng 
importance on the national stage.  The current documentation estimportance on the national stage.  The current documentation establishes with great clarity and detail how the Okmulgee Colored ablishes with great clarity and detail how the Okmulgee Colored 
Hospital represented broad national trends and patterns of histoHospital represented broad national trends and patterns of history as they were played out in the local community at the local lry as they were played out in the local community at the local level.  evel.  
But there is no evidence that the events in Okmulgee had a substBut there is no evidence that the events in Okmulgee had a substantial impact on events, persons or the patterns of history at tantial impact on events, persons or the patterns of history at the he 
national level.  National contexts will often have associated prnational level.  National contexts will often have associated properties that are locally or statewide significant representatiooperties that are locally or statewide significant representations, as ns, as 
well as those of national significance.  As an example, the estawell as those of national significance.  As an example, the establishment of Carnegieblishment of Carnegie--funded libraries was clearly a pattern of funded libraries was clearly a pattern of 
national importance to the social and educational development ofnational importance to the social and educational development of the U. S., but most of the buildings associated with that themethe U. S., but most of the buildings associated with that theme
and context are assessed at the local level, as examples of the and context are assessed at the local level, as examples of the local impact of broad nationwide programs, patterns and initiatilocal impact of broad nationwide programs, patterns and initiatives.  ves.  
The same is true for the Okmulgee HospitalThe same is true for the Okmulgee Hospital——the building is an excellent reflection of events happening acrothe building is an excellent reflection of events happening across the country and ss the country and 
how they came to influence and impact local social history.  Muchow they came to influence and impact local social history.  Much attention is given in the current narrative to the fact that th attention is given in the current narrative to the fact that there is here is 
not a great deal of information known about the extent of existinot a great deal of information known about the extent of existing resources associated with the theme of twentiethng resources associated with the theme of twentieth--century, century, 
AfricanAfrican--American medical care.  It is exactly the lack of such a comparaAmerican medical care.  It is exactly the lack of such a comparative context, however, that makes assessing the relative tive context, however, that makes assessing the relative 
rarity or unique nature of the Okmulgee Hospital all the more dirarity or unique nature of the Okmulgee Hospital all the more difficult.  A case for a national level of significance will almosfficult.  A case for a national level of significance will almost always t always 
depend on a critical analysis of the extant resources associateddepend on a critical analysis of the extant resources associated with a particular theme in order to identify those resources thwith a particular theme in order to identify those resources that at 
best reflect the national context.   If we knew that the Okmulgebest reflect the national context.   If we knew that the Okmulgee Hospital was one of the very last remaining examples of coloree Hospital was one of the very last remaining examples of colored d 
hospital development in this country, then perhaps a case for nahospital development in this country, then perhaps a case for national level significance could be crafted to reflect the rare stional level significance could be crafted to reflect the rare status of tatus of 
the resource as the last vestige of important national events.  the resource as the last vestige of important national events.  Or evidence might point to an important precedent set by the creOr evidence might point to an important precedent set by the creation ation 
or operation of the Okmulgee facility that had significant, faror operation of the Okmulgee facility that had significant, far--reaching impact on operations in other communities. The evidencereaching impact on operations in other communities. The evidence
currently on hand, however, only allows us to identify the Okmulcurrently on hand, however, only allows us to identify the Okmulgee Hospital as a rare local manifestation of important historicgee Hospital as a rare local manifestation of important historic
national patterns and trends. national patterns and trends. 
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