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Common Resources 
aka Common Property Types

CommonCommon
A resource that is A resource that is 
redundant or redundant or 
ubiquitous.ubiquitous.

Property TypesProperty Types
A group of individual A group of individual 
properties that shared properties that shared 
physical, cultural, or physical, cultural, or 
historical historical 
characteristics.characteristics.
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Criteria that may apply to common 
properties

Criterion A:  properties related to common Criterion A:  properties related to common 
historical themes, such as education, post historical themes, such as education, post 
offices, commercial buildings.offices, commercial buildings.

Criterion C:  popular architectural styles and Criterion C:  popular architectural styles and 
forms, such as ranch houses and some forms, such as ranch houses and some 
vernacular forms.vernacular forms.

Criterion D:  redundant archeological sites.Criterion D:  redundant archeological sites.
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Criteria Considerations that may apply 
to common properties

(A)  Religious properties (A)  Religious properties 

(D)  Cemeteries(D)  Cemeteries

(G)(G) Less than 50 years oldLess than 50 years old
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How does the evaluation of common property 
types differ from other evaluations?

Identification phase involves more Identification phase involves more 
properties;properties;
Properties share a quality of Properties share a quality of ““samenesssameness””
that requires more subtle differentiation;that requires more subtle differentiation;
New terminology may need to be introduced;New terminology may need to be introduced;
Integrity requirements are usually stricter.Integrity requirements are usually stricter.
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The multiple property approach to evaluation 
works well for common properties.

Essential steps:Essential steps:
1.1. Background history and history of the theme or Background history and history of the theme or 

Area of Significance (context!)Area of Significance (context!)
2.2. Identify associated property types and subtypesIdentify associated property types and subtypes
3.3. Address applicability of the Criteria and the Address applicability of the Criteria and the 

Criteria ConsiderationsCriteria Considerations
4.4. Establish registration and integrity requirements Establish registration and integrity requirements 

for each property type.for each property type.
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Four Strategies to Improve the 
Evaluation of Common Properties

Strong context statementsStrong context statements
Property subProperty sub--typestypes
Historic districtsHistoric districts
Specific registration requirementsSpecific registration requirements
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Context Statement
The context should be presented in terms of national The context should be presented in terms of national 
trends, significant developments, influential theories trends, significant developments, influential theories 
and designs, etc.and designs, etc.----to lend substance, credence, and to lend substance, credence, and 
relevance.relevance.
Explain its history and significance in the state and Explain its history and significance in the state and 
local area. local area. 
The theme must be significant.The theme must be significant.
The theme and associated property types must be The theme and associated property types must be 
amenable to the NR evaluation process.amenable to the NR evaluation process.

Goal:  Establish a context that can be used to identify Goal:  Establish a context that can be used to identify 
and evaluate the range of associated property types.and evaluate the range of associated property types.
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Establish Property Subtypes

Property types can be subdivided into Property types can be subdivided into 
““subtypes.subtypes.””
Subtypes should have distinguishing Subtypes should have distinguishing 
characteristics of form, design, or material.characteristics of form, design, or material.
Registration and integrity requirements are Registration and integrity requirements are 
needed for each subtype.needed for each subtype.
Subtypes should not be too narrow.Subtypes should not be too narrow.

Goal:  reduce the basis of comparison.Goal:  reduce the basis of comparison.
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Focus on historic districts.

Properties that lack individual distinction may be Properties that lack individual distinction may be 
meaningful in clusters.meaningful in clusters.
The setting and location of common properties may The setting and location of common properties may 
be as significant as the resource itselfbe as significant as the resource itself——and more and more 
easily encompassed by a district.easily encompassed by a district.
See See Historic Residential Suburbs in the United Historic Residential Suburbs in the United 
States, 1830States, 1830--1960.1960.

Goal:  Evaluate common properties that are Goal:  Evaluate common properties that are 
clusteredclustered----in neighborhoods for examplein neighborhoods for example----on the on the 
basis of the development rather than the distinction basis of the development rather than the distinction 
of each building.of each building.
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Develop specific registration and 
integrity requirements.

Define qualities that must be presentDefine qualities that must be present
Explain how the criteria must be metExplain how the criteria must be met
Establish what constitutes a loss of integrityEstablish what constitutes a loss of integrity

Goal:  Facilitate the evaluation process by Goal:  Facilitate the evaluation process by 
eliminating those that do not meet eliminating those that do not meet 
registration and integrity requirements.registration and integrity requirements.
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Example

ApartmentsApartments
Historic Colonnade Apartment Buildings of Historic Colonnade Apartment Buildings of 

Kansas City, MissouriKansas City, Missouri

Apartment Buildings on the North End of The Apartment Buildings on the North End of The 
PaseoPaseo Boulevard in Kansas City, MissouriBoulevard in Kansas City, Missouri
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National RegisterNational Register
ofof

Historic PlacesHistoric Places

National Park ServiceNational Park Service
U.S. Department of the InteriorU.S. Department of the Interior
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