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Quick Review

• What is Archeology?
• The study of the past through 

material remains
• One of the four fields of 

anthropology
• 3 Goals: reconstruct 

sequences of societies and 
events, reconstruct past 
lifeways; understand how 
societies change

• What is an Archeological 
Property?

• Places where remnants of past 
cultures survive and can be 
interpreted

• Physical evidence and its patterning 
is the database

• Artifacts, features, ecofacts
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Quick Review

• NR = sites and 
districts

• Prehistoric 
(precontact), historic
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Status Report:  Pyramid of Federal Recognition

National Park Units
~~

National Historic 
Landmarks

~~
National Register 

of
Historic Places 

391

84,279 listings 
representing 1.54 
million properties

2,469
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Status Report: NR and Archeology

h

 

84,279 properties listed in the 
NR (all property types)

h

 

5,439 archeological 
properties listed in the NR 
– 60% prehistoric sites
– 40% historic sites. 
– Federally owned 

archeological sites: 1,209
– State owned:1,031
– Privately owned: 3,187

Artifact from Shaw’s Point Archeological District, 
De Soto NM, FL
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Status Report: NR and Archeology 

hOnly 6% of all NR listed 
properties are archeological.
h5,439 archeological sites 

compared to 59,407 buildings 
listed on the NR
hHistory before European 

Contact at least 20 times as 
long.

Knife River NHS and NHL, ND
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Concerns

• The importance of archeology 
in the U.S. preservation 
system

• Does the NR exemplify all of 
American history?

• Federal List = Power in the 
public’s perception

• NR Evaluation goes far 
beyond the actual listing of 
sites
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Advantages of Evaluation and 
Listing

Planning/Management, 
Stewardship, Education, 
Research :
– Clarifying significance and 

information potential facilitates 
management and promotes 
stewardship

– Identified sites can be considered in 
current research.

– NRIS is available on the web: 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/research/

– NPS Focus: http://npsfocus.nps.gov/

NPS Focus on the web
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Advantages of Evaluation and Listing

Planning/Management, 
Stewardship, Education, 
Research :
– Monetary benefits $$$
– Multiple Property 

Documentation:  establishes 
registration requirements 
(eligibility requirements).  Can 
you use this to apply Criterion 
D?

Werowocomoco Archeological Site, 
Gloucester County, VA
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Advantages of Evaluation and Listing

Planning/Management, 
Stewardship, Education, 
Research :
– Thinking more broadly about 

properties and evaluation
– Using Contexts, establishing 

connections to other properties
– Landscapes
– What are we missing if we are not 

considering archeology?



National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

11

Archeology and Criterion D – Where should we look?

n Landscapes – linear and 
industrial resources; ruins

n 20th century and the recent 
past

n Is there any prehistory 
here/time depth?
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What Can We Do?  A Checklist:

n Start by asking questions:
– Has there ever been an 

archeological investigation 
here?

– Are there any archeological 
contexts that deal with this 
site’s significant themes?

– Ask. . . An archeologist.  Do 
you know one?  Don’t be 
scared.  They don’t bite.  
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A Checklist, continued. . . .

n See handout – Archeology for 
the Non-Archeologist. Basic site 
evaluation questions – is there a 
big artifact sitting on the ground 
(see photo)?

n Former structures no longer 
standing? Ruins?

n Has the owner found artifacts?
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A Checklist - Integrity

n Integrity:  Has the property 
been plowed?  What types of 
earth moving activities have 
taken place here?

n Archeological Integrity: 
deposits that can answer 
important questions – defined 
by the context
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A Checklist: Important Questions

n Archeological literature may be 
extensive

n One question may be sufficient
n Connection between data and 

important questions should be 
clear in a nomination
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Final Thoughts/If all else fails:
– Be thoughtful of archeological potential
– Note in the nomination if there might be archeological 

potential
– Massachusetts nominations are a great example
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