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When constructed in 1927, Central High School, Pulaski County, Little Rock,
Arkansas, was named the "Most Beautiful High School Building in the Country/'
Designed by architect John Parks Almand, Central High School is exceptionally signifi-
cant for architecture and for its role in the 1957 school desegregation crisis. Pictured
here in front of the building are members of the National Guard called out by Arkansas
governor Orval Faubus on September 2,1957. (Library of Congress Prints and Photo-
graphs Division, LC-U9-1015-C-23)
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PREFACE

When it was established in 1966,
the National Register of Historic
Places provided official recognition
for the nation's heritage and encour-
aged public participation in the pro-
tection of historic places. The framers
of the 1966 Act envisioned the Na-
tional Register as a broad list of his-
toric properties that reflected "the
spirit and direction of the Nation." In
order to assure historical perspective
and avoid judgments based on cur-
rent or recent popular trends, the 50-
year period was established as a
guide for evaluating the historic re-
sources worthy of preservation.
However, the National Register Crite-
ria for Evaluation provided for the
recognition of historic places that
achieved significance within the past
50 years; a property of that vintage
may be eligible if it is of exceptional
importance at the national, State, or
local level.

Over the past three decades, Crite-
ria Consideration G has proved a rea-
sonable test for the historic signifi-
cance of properties achieving signifi-
cance within the past 50 years. As of
the end of 1994, 2,035 properties (out
of approximately 64,000 total listings)
had been listed in the National Regis-
ter under Criteria Consideration G.
Of these, 464 listed properties reflect
some aspect of the nation's history
since 1950, and 77 of these places ex-
clusively reflect some aspect of our
history since 1974. Many of these
properties are recognized for their ex-
traordinary role in our nation's his-
tory; however, approximately one-
third are listed for their exceptional
importance in community history.
Since it was first published in 1979,
this bulletin has guided the evalua-
tion of properties from the Depression
era and the World War II period. This
edition moves on to the next major

period of time: the post-World II era.
Depending on the historical event or
pattern of events, significant persons,
or architectural movements, the post-
World War II period can stretch
through the mid-1960s (Civil Rights
Movement); the mid-1970s (end of the
Vietnam war); the early 1980s (end of
the Modern Movement in architec-
ture); the late 1980s (end of the Cold
War); or some other logical end date.

This bulletin's third update is is-
sued at a time when several other or-
ganizations—such as the Association
for Preservation Technology, the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation,
and the Society for Commercial Ar-
cheology—have expressed increased
interest in the recent past through
special publications on the subject.
The conference, "Preserving the Re-
cent Past," held March 30-April 1,
1995, in Chicago, Illinois, is another
important indicator of popular and
professional commitment to preserv-
ing significant historic properties of
the recent past. Directed by the late
H. Ward Jandl, the conference served
as an important forum for discussing
a wide range of issues associated with
historic properties of the 20th century.
The properties that have been listed
under Criteria Consideration G illus-
trate public recognition of these places
as truly historic. We thank these indi-
viduals and organizations and the
publication's original authors for their
continued interest in the subject.

Carol D. Shull
Keeper, National Register of Historic

Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Interior, Graceland, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee. Graceland, listed on the
National Register in 1991, is exceptionally significant because of its association with
Elvis Presley, who revolutionized popular entertainment in the United States during
the 1950s and 1960s. (Jennifer Tucker, Tennessee Historical Commission, 1991)
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