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INTRODUCTION
For over two hundred years,

the United States relied on ships as
connective links of a nation.
Vessels crossing the Atlantic,
Caribbean, and Pacific Oceans, and
our inland waters made fundamen-
tal contributions to colonial settle-
ment, development of trade,
exploration, national defense, and
territorial expansion. Unfortunately,
we have lost much of this maritime
tradition, and most historic vessels
have gone to watery graves or have
been scrapped by shipbreakers.
Many vessels, once renowned or
common, now can only be ap-
preciated in print, on film, on can-
vas, or in museums.

To recognize those cultural
resources important in America's
past and to encourage their preser-
vation, Congress expanded the
National Register of Historic Places
in 1966. Among the ranks of prop-
erties listed in the National Register
are vessels, as well as buildings
and structures, such as canals,
drydocks, shipyards, and
lighthouses that survive to docu-
ment the Nation's maritime
heritage. Yet to date, the National
Register has not been fully utilized
for listing maritime resources, par-
ticularly historic vessels.

The National Register of
Historic Places is an important tool
for maritime preservation. Utilizing
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FIGURE 1: Star of India, built in 1863, is now berthed at the San Diego Maritime Museum.
(Photo credit: Roscoe Smith, courtesy of Maritime Museum Association of San Diego)



uniform National Register criteria to
evaluate significance and integrity
is an important first step in plan-
ning for the preservation of historic
vessels. The National Register is
the best means of defining
categories and establishing priorities
for significance of historic vessels in
the United States. Listing provides
an incentive for maritime preserva-
tion by recognizing resources as
worthy of preservation. Finally
listing affords a measure of protec-
tion from Federal undertakings and
can be a source of funding when
monies are available.

This bulletin is intended to
guide Federal Preservation Officers,

State Historic Preservation Officers,
certified local governments,
maritime preservation professionals,
and concerned citizens in identify-
ing, evaluating, and nominating
historic vessels and shipwrecks to
the National Register of Historic
Places. General instructions for
preparation of nominations are
available in National Register
Bulletin 16, "Guidelines for Com-
pleting National Register of Historic
Places Forms." Particular emphasis
has been placed here on the
preparation of National Register
nomination forms for vessels. For
the purposes of the National
Register, a historic vessel is any

craft built to navigate a waterway
(oceans, lakes, rivers, canals),
regardless of type of construction
or motive of power employed,
which meets the National Register
criteria for evaluation. Because of
the special nature of nominations
for shipwreck sites, this bulletin is
divided into two sections. Section 1
discusses the evaluation and
nomination of maritime resources
emphasizing historic vessels. Sec-
tion 2 exclusively focuses on the
specialized documentation re-
quirements for shipwreck
nominations.

SECTION ONE:
NOMINATING HISTORIC
VESSELS

TYPES OF HISTORIC VESSELS

There are five basic types of
historic vessels which may be eligi-
ble for listing in the National
Register. These types are:

1. Floating historic vessels. Large
vessels (usually greater than 40 feet
in length or weighing over twenty
tons) that are maintained in and on
the water, including artificial moor-
ing basins. (U.S.S. Constitution in
Boston, Star of India at San Diego,
and Queen Mary at Long Beach.)
2. Dry-berthed historic vessels.
Vessels that are preserved out of
the water and are located in a dry-
dock or setting close to or part of a
waterfront. (S.S. Ticonderoga at Burl-
ington, Vermont)
3. Small craft. Floating or
displayed vessels generally less
than forty feet in length and twenty
tons in weight. (Chesapeake Bay
log canoes are examples of historic
small craft.)
4. Hulks. Substantially intact
vessels that are not afloat, such as
abandoned or laid up craft that are
on a mudflat, beach, or other
shoreline. (Schooners Hesper and

FIGURE 2: U.S.S. North Carolina, a World War II battleship now preserved as a floating
historic vessel, is moored in an artificial basin dredged into the Cape Fear River's banks at
Wilmington, North Carolina. (Photo credit: courtesy U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA Battleship
Commission)

*James P. Delgado wrote Section 1 of this bulletin and compiled the bibliography and source listings. Mr. Delgado is maritime historian for the National Park
Service. Section 2 was drafted in December of 1985 in Santa Fe, New Mexico, by a National Park Service task force composed of Edwin C. Bearss, Toni
Carrell, Calvin Cummings, James P. Delgado, Ron Ice, Diane ]ung, Roger E. Kelly, Daniel ]. Lenihan, Larry Murphy, Larry Nordby, Richard Sellars, Yvonne
Stewart, Melody Webb, and Edward M. Miller, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Primary responsibility for editing and rewriting the
preliminary guidelines outlined by the task force participants was assigned to Toni Carrell of the National Park Service's Cultural Resource Unit.



Luther Little at Wiscasset, Maine)
5. Shipwrecks. A submerged or
buried vessel that has foundered,
stranded, or wrecked. This includes
vessels that exist as intact or scat-
tered components on or in the sea
bed, lake bed, river bed, mud flats,
beaches, or other shorelines,
excepting hulks. (U.S.S. Monitor,
which lies 16 miles off North
Carolina in 230 feet of water, or
Peter Iredale, whose steel remains lie
on the beach near Astoria, Oregon)

Qualifications for Evaluating
Historic Shipwrecks and
Vessels for the National
Register of Historic Places

Individuals recommended to
prepare nominations for historic
vessels and shipwrecks should be
knowledgeable in maritime studies.
Usually, such persons have
academic backgrounds or ex-
perience in such fields and
disciplines as marine survey,
maritime history, archeology,
historic preservation, and American
studies. Individuals competent to
conduct work described in this
bulletin should be familiar with the
terminology used to describe
wooden and iron vessel construc-
tion, hull types, rigging, marine
steam, and other machinery. They
should also be familiar with the
development, trends, and
chronology of vessel types and
maritime trades in North America.

Evaluating Historic Vessels
for the National Register of
Historic Places

To qualify for the National
Register, a historic vessel must
have significance as one of the
vessel types listed above and retain
integrity of location, design, set-
ting, materials, workmanship, feel-
ing, and association, and meet one
or more of the National Register
criteria A, B, C, and D.

Determining the significance of
a historic vessel depends on
establishing whether the vessel is 1)
the sole, best, or a good represen-
tative of a specific vessel type; 2) is
associated with a significant

FIGURE 3: C. A. Thai/er, an 1895 three-masted schooner, is a floating historic vessel moored
at the National Maritime Museum, San Francisco. (Photo credit: Richard Frear, NPS)

designer or builder; or 3) was in-
volved in important maritime trade,
naval, recreational, government, or
commercial activities. The
significance of a historic vessel can
only be determined through a
systematic investigation of the
vessel's qualities, associations, and
characteristics. A typical investiga-
tion for a historic vessel nomination
should include:

1. Identification of the specific
type of vessel and documentation

of her individual characteristics
based on a physical inspection of
the vessel and a documentation of
her history.
2. Identification of the historic
context(s) associated with the vessel
based on a documentation of her
history.
3. Determination that the
characteristics of the vessel make
her either the best, or, a good
representative of her type.
4. Evaluation of the significance of
the vessel based on the National
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FIGURE 4: S.S. Tkonderoga, a sidewheel steamer, is now a dry-berthed exhibit displayed on
the land at the Shelburne Museum. (Photo credit: courtesy, Shelburne Museum, Vermont)



Register criteria.
5. Evaluation of the vessel's in-
tegrity and a listing of features that
the vessel should retain to continue
to possess integrity.
6. Evaluation of a vessel's special
characteristics that might qualify
her for National Register listing
even though she might be less than
50 years old or some aspect of her
present condition generally would
not qualify her for listing.

Type and Characteristics

The evaluation should begin
with the compilation of a narrative
description of the vessel. This
description should commence with
a discussion of type, dimensions,
materials, method of construction,
layout, rig, and date of construc-
tion. "Type of vessel" can mean
many things; for example, a vessel
could be described by her rig (bark,
barkentine, schooner, ship) or by
hull form (clipper, "downeaster")
and materials used in the hull's
construction (steel, iron, wood).
Vessels are also typed by their
trade or occupation (cargo ship,
container ship, hospital ship,
freighter). A description of vessel
type should attempt to incorporate
all of these aspects. For example,
"As built in 1856, King Philip was a
wooden-hulled medium clipper; her
three masts were bark-rigged."

The description should also in-
clude a vessel's registered dimen-
sions and tonnage. The citation of
registry information should be as
follows:

Baldutha is 256.0 feet long
with a beam of 38.6 feet, and
a depth of hold of 22.7 feet.
Baldutha is registered at 1835
gross tons and 1583 net tons.

The description should include
some discussion of the vessel's
method of construction. For exam-
ple, "Baldutha is of single hull con-
struction with riveted steel plates
laid as inner and outer strakes over
steel frames." A discussion of the
layout of the deck, including
houses, should be included:

Tennessee's elevated forecastle
deck mounted a pump-break

FIGURE 5: The deteriorating hulks of the four-masted schooners Hesper, and Luther Little lie
off Wiscasset, Maine. (Photo credit: James P. Delgado, NPS)

windlass. A capstan was
located aft. Two hatches, fore
and aft of the main
deckhouse, opened into the
cargo holds. Amidships, the
main deckhouse supported a
small pilot house. Aft, two
small deckhouses provided
access via circular stairways to
the grand saloon below. The
sponson decks were set well
above the water; built on
them and into the wheel-
houses were the heads.

The discussion of rig should in-
clude the number of masts, the
materials from which the masts are
fashioned, the material used in the
standing rigging (such as wire or
hemp), and a discussion of any
missing spars, if, for example, a
ship is missing her topgallant
yards. The description of the vessel
should include a narrative discus-
sion of the vessel's setting and
location. For example:

Charles W. Morgan is moored
in the Mystic River at Chubb's
Wharf, a stone and earth
modern structure built in the
style of a 19th century New
England wharf, at Mystic
Seaport Museum, a large com-
plex of historic and reproduc-
tion buildings and structures
which interpret life in a seafar-

ing New England town of the
mid-nineteenth century.

Vessels may be located in a
variety of situations; some may be
afloat or beached on a shoreline;
others may be located in drydock,
artificial mooring basin, or be
displayed on dry land, either in the
open or under cover.

There are special considerations
when evaluating a hulk. Descrip-
tions of hulks, which as a general
rule lack much of their rigging
(many are dismasted), and have
deteriorated to a point where struc-
tural integrity of the vessel no
longer remains, should concentrate
on a discussion of surviving con-
struction and its potential to yield
information about the materials and
methods used in the vessel's
construction.

Historic Contexts
A vessel's significance is based

on her representation of vessel type
and her association with significant
themes in American history and
comparison with similar vessels.
The World Ship Trust, in an effort
led by historian Norman Brouwer
of New York's South Street Seaport
Museum, has published the Inter-
national Register of Historic Ships,
an inventory of known historic
vessels in the world. A con-


