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Introduction

This bulletin is intended to guide
Federal agencies, State Preservation
Offices, Certified Local Govern-
ments, preservation professionals,
and interested individuals in iden-
tifying, evaluating, and nominating
designed historic landscapes to the
National Register of Historic Places.
Particular emphasis has been placed

on providing guidance for the suc-
cessful preparation of nominations
for designed historic landscapes. It
is assumed that any designed
historic landscape that is being con-
sidered for nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places
will have been the subject of a
preliminary survey. This bulletin
deals with designed historic land-
scape documentation, assessment,
and other related issues only as

FIGURE 1: "Oatlands," A National Historic
Landmark and National Trust for Historic
Preservation property, is significant for its
architecture and landscape gardening. While
keeping much of the intent of George
Carter's original English style garden, a
subsequent owner, Mrs. William Corcoran
Eustis, was responsible for creating the
existing formal garden. Historic
photographs, such as this 1930s view of
"Oatlands," are helpful in determining and
evaluating the impact of more recent
changes. (Photo credit: Frank Turgeon, Jr.,
1933, courtesy of Oatlands, Inc.)



they apply to the actual nomination
process.

The bulletin addresses only the
designed historic landscape—one
type of landscape within the broad-
er category of historic landscape.
For the purposes of the National
Register, a designed historic land-
scape is defined as a landscape that
has significance as a design or work
of art; was consciously designed
and laid out by a master gardener,
landscape architect, architect, or
horticulturalist to a design princi-
ple, or an owner or other amateur
using a recognized style or tradition
in response or reaction to a recog-
nized style or tradition; has a
historical association with a signifi-
cant person, trend, event, etc. in
landscape gardening or landscape
architecture; or a significant rela-
tionship to the theory or practice of
landscape architecture.

Although many historic land-
scapes are eligible for the National
Register primarily on the merits of
their historic landscape design, a
substantial number also possess sig-
nificance in other areas. New
York's Central Park, for example,

FIGURE 2: The Beatrix Farrand design for
the landscape of Princeton University
spanned the period from 1912 to 1943.
Farrand, a significant figure not only as a
major representative of the Arts and Crafts
Movement in landscape architecture but
also in twentieth-century campus design,
has had considerable impact on campus
planning and design. Using residential
complexes and other buildings as walls for
landscaped courtyards of trees and grass is
a characteristic feature of American
campuses. (Photo credit: Alan Ward)

has significance in social history
and transportation, although its
primary significance is landscape
architecture.

In many instances, the original
design intent of a significant
designed historic landscape was to
complement an adjacent building or
buildings. In such cases the nomi-
nation needs to address the sig-
nificance of both the architecture
and the designed historic landscape
and their interrelationship. Exam-
ples of interrelated historic architec-
ture and designed historic
landscapes, such as a courthouse
and courthouse square, should not
be artificially separated but evalu-
ated as a unit.

Many historic landscapes are eligi-
ble for the National Register because
they represent such themes as early
settlement, immigration or agricul-
ture; yet unless they meet the above
definition, they are not considered
designed historic landscapes. This
definition of designed historic land-
scape does not include such land-
scapes as ethnic communities or
farmsteads that may be historic but
that developed for the most part
without benefit of professional plan-
ning or design, that were not con-
sciously designed as works of art, or
that represent the work of distinct
cultural groups and are more proper-
ly classified as cultural or vernacular
landscapes. A companion bulletin on
how to evaluate and nominate cul-
tural or vernacular historic land-
scapes will be issued at a later date.

Historic properties such as battle-
fields, forts, and mines have been

excluded from the category of
designed historic landscape since
they are more properly related to
other areas of significance. In certain
exceptional circumstances where
there is a relation to landscape archi-
tecture, as in the case of a battlefield
that has subsequently undergone
extensive landscape changes while
evolving into a commemorative bat-
tlefield park, the property might be
considered primarily a designed
historic landscape.

Types of Designed Historic
Landscapes

To establish a consistent National
Register designation for designed
historic landscapes, several distinct
landscape types have been identified
in order that similar types of
designed landscapes can be evalu-
ated according to the same criteria.
Some designed landscapes, particu-
larly those that are large or complex,
may incorporate several of the land-
scape types listed below. In such
cases, the designed landscape should
be classified according to the most
general type that applies. Designed
historic landscapes can usually be
described as one of the following
types:

• small residential grounds
• estate or plantation grounds

(including a farm where the
primary significance is as a land-
scape design and not as historic
agriculture)

• arboreta, botanical and display
gardens

• zoological gardens and parks
• church yards and cemeteries
• monuments and memorial

grounds
• plaza/square/green/mall or other

public spaces
• campus and institutional

grounds
• city planning or civic design
• subdivisions and planned com-

munities/resorts
• commercial and industrial

grounds and parks
• parks (local, state and national)

and camp grounds
• battlefield parks and other com-

memorative parks
• grounds designed or developed

for outdoor recreation and/or
sports activities such as country
clubs, golf courses, tennis courts,
bowling greens, bridle trails,
stadiums, ball parks, and race


