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National Historic Landmarks are exceptional places. They form a common bond between all Americans. While there are many historic places across the nation, only a small number have meaning to all Americans. These we call our National Historic Landmarks.

This brief program explains what National Historic Landmarks are, how they are chosen, why some are threatened, and the benefits to owners and the public through their preservation.
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What are National Historic Landmarks?

They are historic places found in any American community—from Hawaii and Alaska to the territorial Caribbean and Maine—cemeteries, trails, buildings, bridges. Each National Historic Landmark possesses a special quality that makes it historically significant to the entire nation.
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National Historic Landmarks fall into five general categories—historic buildings, districts, sites, structures, and objects.
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Buildings may be the first things you think of when you hear the words “historic landmarks.” Indeed, most National Historic Landmarks are historic buildings.

Yuma Territorial Prison is an important survivor of the American westward expansion. 

Vizcaya is an impressive example of Gilded Age extravagance. 



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of historic buildings
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Districts are important for what a group of buildings signify together, rather than for any particular building’s individual historic value. Historic districts are the communities —villages, towns, or neighborhoods—where we all live or work.

This is the Canterbury Shaker Village in New Hampshire.



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of historic districts
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Sites, on the other hand, may include no buildings at all. Sites are locations where historically significant events or activities took place. 

Examples of historic sites might include gardens, battlefields, archeological sites, and even trails. 

This is a rock cairn along Idaho's Lolo Trail, used by explorers Lewis and Clark. 



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of historic sites
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Structures may also become National Historic Landmarks. "Constructions not used for human shelter" can include lighthouses, bridges, industrial complexes, ships, and more.

Boston Light—in Massachusetts—is the location of the first lighthouse in America.

Eads Bridge, the largest bridge of its time, linked east- and west-running railroads.
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Some National Historic Landmarks are well known, such as the Empire State Building in New York City.

Others—such as Sloss Furnace in Alabama—are less familiar. Sloss is an outstanding symbol of the post-Civil War effort to industrialize the South.
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National Historic Landmarks are a select group of America’s historic properties, yet despite their relative rarity, they are found in every state and U.S. territory.

Fewer than twenty-five hundred properties have qualified so far as National Historic Landmarks. This compares to about seventy thousand properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Only about 20 to 25 new National Historic Landmarks are named each year. 
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Such landmarks were first designated in 1960. 

Congress charged the Department of the Interior with designating nationally significant historic buildings, districts, sites, structures, and objects and promoting their preservation for the inspiration of the American people.
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National Historic Landmarks must meet stringent criteria to be designated. These criteria are—
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Association with events—locations where nationally significant historical events occurred.

This marker in South Pass, Wyoming, marks the Oregon Trail—heavily used by westbound settlers in the nineteenth century. 
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This is Brandywine Battlefield, a Revolutionary War site.



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of events
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Association with people—places where prominent American lived or worked, such as the Philadelphia home of Jazz musician John Coltrane.


OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of important people
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Thomas Jefferson’s retreat, Poplar Forest, is pictured opposite Thoreau’s inspiration, Walden Pond.
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Association with ideals—places representative of the key ideals that shaped our nation. 

These include Brown Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church, the starting point for three key Civil Rights marches.



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of ideals
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Outstanding examples of design or construction—including unusual construction techniques, exceptional craftsmanship, and superlative or innovative design.

Some of our most renowned designers and artisans have created buildings designated under this category.

This is the home and studio of architect Alden Dow.
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The Hotel Del Coronado remains one of the most architecturally interesting luxury hotels in the country.

Market Hall is one of very few nineteenth century market complexes that remain in the U.S.



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of design or construction
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Properties that characterize a way of life. 

These interiors show the Pleasant Hill Shaker village, home to a 19th century religious community. 



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of properties that char-acterize a way of life


20
Ability to yield information—places that may contain information about our past such as Abo Mission in New Mexico, built in the 1630s to serve the Tompiros tribe.
This category is often applied to archeological sites, where above-ground evidence of history may be scant, but below the surface many clues to our past remain intact.
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The Wailua [WHY-LU'-AH] complex of heiaus 
[HEY-EE'-OWS] contains temple base remnants that are among the most important in the Hawaiian Islands.

Kijik Archeological District in Alaska contains remains of Athabaskan [ATH-A-BASK'-AN] Indian settlements dating from pre-European contact to the abandonment of the Kijik village around 1910.


OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of history/prehistory
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How does a property become a National Historic Landmark?

National Historic Landmarks are designated by the Secretary of the Interior based on recommendations by the National Park System Advisory Board, and initially identified either through theme studies or individual nominations.

For more information, visit www.cr.nps.gov/nhl.
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Who owns National Historic Landmarks?

More than half are privately owned. Others are owned by institutions or the government. Many have “friends” groups that provide support and advocacy. 

Owners of National Historic Landmarks agree to designation of their property and are free to privately manage their properties as they choose. 
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How do owners benefit from designation?
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In addition to the honor of owning a nationally recognized treasure, property owners have access to special support from the Department of the Interior. 
This comes through the National Park Service and its partners, and includes information on financial and technical assistance.



26
A bronze plaque with the name and national significance of the landmark is presented to its owner upon request.
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Funding preferences are often shown to National Historic Landmarks. This is Kennecott Mines in Alaska; it received a federal Save America’s Treasures grant.
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NHL Network, a  National Park Service newsletter, provides a news link for landmark owners.

NHL Network tells where to look for help on specific problems, lists sources of funding and general assistance, announces occasions when owners and supporters are getting together to share information, and shares news about properties nationwide. 

It also keeps advocates up to date on actions and programs of national historic preservation organizations such as the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers.
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The National Historic Landmark Stewards Association—a national non-profit organization —provides opportunities for  owners and managers to get together and discuss common interests and concerns.
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On the  National Park Service NHL web site, technical assistance and special reports are available. 

For example, the National Park Service prepares a biennial report to Congress on the “state of the nation’s National Historic Landmarks.” This report keeps decisionmakers abreast of landmark needs. 

The report, mailed to landmark owners and managers, can be a useful fundraising tool. 
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What threatens National Historic Landmarks today?

While most National Historic Landmark owners have an abiding pride in the uniqueness and importance of their property, preservation and upkeep can prove to be a challenge.
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At present, nearly seven percent of America’s National Historic Landmarks are considered "endangered."
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By some estimates, deterioration affects more than half of these endangered landmarks. All need regular upkeep, care, and protection.



OPTIONAL: 

Insert 1 to 3 local or regional examples of threats
 

34
The National Park Service provides assistance to owners through an internet web site that includes such information as—

· Funding sources

· A National Park Service landmarks database

· Virtual Visits to many landmarks

· Information about preservation training, technical information, and laws

· Back issues of NHL Network and other online publications

· Much more!

Visit this ever-growing site and discover for yourself what’s available.
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The National Park Service provides localized services to landmark owners through its support offices and parks. For additional information or assistance, contact addresses are provided in the printed materials that accompany this program.
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National Historic Landmarks are the crown jewels of our nation’s cultural heritage.

Many are open to the public, creating economic benefits through tourism.

Whether or not these properties are open to the public, their very existence enriches our national understanding of our American heritage, provides a touchstone with the past, and a legacy for our children’s children.
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National Historic Landmarks are some of our nation’s most precious treasures.

Truly, National Historic Landmarks are exceptional places.
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