Request by a Museum or Federal Agency that the Review Committee Act on an Agreement Concerning the Disposition of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects Determined to Be Culturally Unidentifiable

If the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains cannot be established pursuant to section 5 of NAGPRA, 25 U.S.C. 3003, then the remains must be considered “culturally unidentifiable.”  Section 10.11 of the NAGPRA regulations will set forth procedures for the disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains.  Meanwhile, museums and Federal agencies must retain possession of such human remains pending promulgation of the regulation unless they are legally required to do otherwise, or recommended to do otherwise by the Secretary of the Interior.  Consequently, prior to the final promulgation of the regulation, museums and Federal agencies may request from the Review Committee recommendations to the Secretary regarding specific actions for the disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains.  By seeking Committee action on a disposition agreement for human remains and associated funerary objects, the museum or Federal agency affirms that it lacks sufficient information in order to determine that, more likely than not, certain Native American human remains and associated funerary objects are culturally affiliated with one or more Federally-recognized tribes.
When contacting the Designated Federal Officer to the Review Committee and requesting that the Review Committee act on an agreement during one of its meetings, the museum or Federal agency should complete and submit to the DFO this form, along with the other materials requested on the form.  The form and requested materials serve as an executive summary of your presentation to the Review Committee.    

1. Name of museum or Federal agency making the request:

2. Contact name and information:

3. Date of request:

4. For Review Committee action during its meeting on (dates):

5. Provide the map name used to identify the place where the human remains and associated funerary objects were excavated or removed (be as specific as possible; include the name or number of the site, the county, and the state), and indicate whether or not, when they were excavated or removed, the human remains and associated funerary objects were on tribal land or on land recognized as being aboriginally occupied by a tribe or tribes who are party to the agreement.  “Tribal land” has the meaning given to that term in 25 U.S.C. 3001 (15) and 43 C.F.R. 10.12 (f)(2).  Aboriginal land of an Indian tribe has the meaning given to those words in 25 U.S.C. 3002 (a)(2)(C) and 43 C.F.R. 10.6 (a)(2)(iii).    

6. Minimum number of individuals represented by the human remains:

7. Number of associated funerary objects:

8. Description of the associated funerary objects:

9. Age of the human remains and associated funerary objects, and the basis for the age determination:
10. NAGPRA inventory date and page number:

11. The museum or Federal agency has consulted on the agreement with the following tribes:

12. The following tribes have joined as parties to the agreement:

13. The human remains were determined to be Native American on the basis of the following (include a synopsis of the information used to make the determination, and attach the set of key documentation – with citations -- used to make the determination, not full copies of voluminous books or articles, or other extraneous data):
14. If relevant, include a synopsis of the geographical, kinship, biological, archaeological, anthropological, linguistic, folkloric, oral traditional, historical, or other relevant information or expert opinion used to make the determination that human remains and associated funerary objects are culturally affiliated with one or more non-Federally recognized Indian groups who are party to the agreement, and attach the set of documentation – with citations -- used to make the determination.
15. Provide a copy of the disposition agreement signed by all the parties to the agreement. 
Review Committee notes: 

