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: ’ THE GRAVES AT WAIILATPU ‘
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During the visitor center dedication at\?ﬂ:tman Mission National Historic
Site in 1964, the audience watched with interest while an Indian girl placed a
wreath of yellow roses on the Great Grave. This marble vault, that is the mass
grave of the martyrs killed at Waiilatpu in 1847, is one.of the better known his- -
toric sites in the Pacific Northwest. Its fame has tended, however, to ovérshadow
the other graves at_Whitmén Mission, most of them long since forgotten and lost.

Yet the stories of the people buried there and bf their deaths tell much about
the earlier days of the Oregon Country,

The massacre of 1847 was the terrible plimax of death at Waiilatpu. But
burials go back to the beginning of the mission in 1836, back to the first few
weeks the Whitmans were in the Oregon Country. Even while the missionaries were
driving to complete a crude shelter, before the arrival of the first winter's

.torms, death came to Waiilatpg.
The first person to die at Marcus Whitman's mission was Hines, a Negro.
On December 5, 1836, Narcissa Whitman wrote that Hines was "a colored man who
came with us from Rendezvous on account of his heaith, being far gone with dropsy."l
Hines probably had been associated with the Roéky Mountain fur trade and, when
the missionaries had arrived at the fu£ rendezvous, had sought out Dr., Whitman
for treatment. Since Whitman was the only practicing doctor west of Independence,
Missouri, Hines would have been eager for his assistance. Whitman alyready had
\

a good réputation among the mountain men for just'a-year earlier he had success- _

ek . . _ )< ‘
fully refoved a. stubborn arrog from J1m Bridger's backbone.

The doctor was able to do little for the man, but Hines apparéently woﬁ
Whitman's sympathy. At any rate, the Negro traveled westward with the'missioparies.

o PLEASE RETURN 10:
B&W Scans TECHNCAL INFORMTION CENTER

@N MlCR@HMﬁ ' ’—///0/;002— | DENVER SERV‘GEGER%{EE

NATIONAL PARK SE



.

Until bis death that autumn, Hines made himself useful at the new mission by

.cooking Whitman's meals while the doctor built his first house on the bank of

the Walla Walla River.

Neither of the Whitmans ever mentioned where Hines was buried, Yet it is.
possible that his grave established the location of the mission ;emetéry -= a
cemetery that was to inerease steadily in size during the next eleven years at
Waiilatpu.

Except for the great grave of the massacre victims, all surface traces of
the mission cemetery have long since disappeared. However, this burial place
is important to the story of the mission and to Pacific Northwest history, for .
in it lie the remains of Alice Clarissa, the Whitmans' only child and the first
offspring of United States citizens to be born in the Oregon Country. Today,

many - thousands of visitors to Whitman Mission express their interest in this

‘child's burial place, a grave that has not yet been identified with any certainty.

In the late 1940's and again in the early 1960's, National Park Service

archeologists made limited excavations based on the historical evidence that was

then known in a search for the location of Alice's burial place and of the mission

cemefery. Alfhough these excavations did not disclose the whereabouts_of the
graves, they did show where the new visitor center and other structures could
be safely located-without destroying any of the physical'evidence. It would have
been a tragedy for the region's historical heritage had a building or a roéd been
constructed over the forgotten graves.

To discuss the story of burials at Waiilatpu.with some order, it is perhaﬁs
advisable'té arrange the incidents of death iﬁto gseveral successive groups:

1. Indian burials both before and during mission days. 2., Deaths at the mission;

. 1836*1847. 3. The first, second,iand third Great Graves. 4, The pioneer cemetery



of the 1860's and '70's., These deaths involved Negroes, whites, Hawaiians,
-and Indians. This divergity of races will be of value to tomorrow's archeology

in identifying any remains that may eventually be found,

Indian Buxiails

Long before the Whitmans came to Waiilatpu, the Cayﬁse Indians had used the

bottom slope of Memorizl Shaft Hill, particularly‘gg the gentle slopes at the.

bottom of the north and west sides, as a burying ground., Although archeolbgists_

have excavated onlj a small. part of this area, they have uncovered pre-Christian
burials. In the fali of 1960, for example, a National Park Service archeologist
located the grave of an adult Indian female. The remains had been buried in a
typical flexed position. Earlier archeologiéal'pfojects and the work of road
crews have located other pre-historic burials in this genéral area.
. . The Cayuses continued to use this site for burials after the mission was
established. However, the mission qemetery, located on generally flat grbund,
_and tﬁe Indian burials, concentrated on the lower slopes of the hill, were
generally kept separate although adjacent to each other, Chief Tiloukait, one
_ , Skemne. . _
of the killers of Marcus Whitman, told Peter Shrewe Ogden of the Hudson's Bay

Cdmpany at the time the captives were released in 1847, 'the whites have shown

us convincing proof of their attachment to us by burying their dead long side

‘ P
of ours.”

Although the Whitmans had but little success in converting the Cayuse
Indians to Christianity, the Cayuses were. agreeable to having their dead buried
in.-the Christian manner. One of the garliest known incidents.of this occurred

~ in the fall of 1839, Shortly after Alice Clarissa's death, Dr. Whitman had to

leave Waiilatpu to pay medical calls at Lapwai and Tshimakain, Narcissa was
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.’alone in her grief for the first time since her daughter’s funeral. 1In a letter
to her mofher she described the death of two Indian girls aged five and ten in
& nearby lodge. Despite Marcus' absence, she arranged for their funerals. ''On
Monday,' she wrote, "we made a box large enough to put them in and buried theng."3
A few months later, in the spring of 1840, much sickness spread among the
Indians of-the Walla Walla valley. Dyr. Whitman wfote thaﬁ ten deaths had occurred
in the neighborhood of the mi_ssion.4 Narcissa noted that 'some of them were oﬁr

8 Although neither commented on the method of burial of these

finest friends.'

Indians, their remains were likely placed in coffins. There is some evidence

for this in the 1961 archeological discovery of the grave of an adult Indian

male buried in a wooden coffin near the base of the west side of Shaft Hill.

This Indian had been wearing gt least some items of white clothing as was shown

by the buttons found in the grave. Henry Spalding made further note of the-l
.nissionaries’ assistance when he wrote that making coffins for Indians was a |

customary thing af Waiilatpu.6

Réferences to Indian deaths and burials at or near the mission are sprinkled

throughout ﬁaiilatpu's correspondence., When Mary Walker was still a newcomér,

she wrote in her diary for September 22, 1838: "Attended an Indian funeral for

the first time."? 1In 1841, Whitman reported the death of Umtipi (I-um-tipi),

a troublesome chief.8 And in her diary for August.sz 1842; Mary Gray made this

entry: "This afternoon our attention was arrested by the cry which the Indian

women make over their dead. We, Mrs. Wiﬁitmgé? self & children, went to the’

lodge & found that a very old man had just breathed his last.” The next day
19

‘

she added that "the old man was buried this morning -- very few people here.’
It was in the fall of 1847 that the Indian cemetery filled up rapidly.

'.The emigrants of that year brought the measles, and within a short time the




lQ It ‘is not clear how many Cayuses died

gisease'threatened the entire t?ibe.
that autumn; the lowest estimate is fifty, and the highest is a least twé.
hundred, or one-half the enﬁire tribe., Not all died at the migsion and only-ﬁ
few were buried by the missionaries. Nevertheléss, Dr, Whitman Wwas kept busy
both attending the sick and perfgrﬁing funerals, Onrthe morning éf the massécré
jtself, he buried three Indian chil_dren.ll

It is not possible to arrive at eveﬁ an approximate number of Iﬁdian burials
along the base of Shaft Hill betﬁeen 1836 and 1847. But, from the historical
evidence and the limited archeological excavations, the Indian bu;ial place was

an extensive one,

The Mission Cemetery

Two years after the death of Hines, Sarah Hill, a young Indian girl who was a
_member of the Whitman househdld,.d;ed.- Narcissa had.taken this girl-ihto her
ome just the year before. Along with Margaret McKay, the young half-breed

daughter of a trapper, Mrs. Whitman had taught Sarah the ways of white culture.

The girls, in turn, had'hel?ed with the household chores. In the spriﬁg of 1838,

Narciésa wrote home that Sarah, whom the Whitmans h;d named after é»Methodist

missionary, "has been a great comfort to me so far." But how long this arrange-

ment would last she did not know for "her father is a very.wicked, troublesome

man. How long he will be content io have her stay, I know not."12

Thepmatteriwaé taken out of both Mrs. Whitman's and the father's hands that
sﬁmméf:'"ﬁy little Indian girl, that had been living with me for little-ﬁore thaﬁ

a year, was taken sick with a lingerihg sicknéés,-and died Aﬁgust 11th, ﬁuch
‘-' regretted ﬁy us all." Dr; Whitman was away at the timé, but Pierre‘Pambrun,'ﬁhe:

‘ _‘Hudsoﬁ's Bay Company trader at Fort Walla Walla, "camelup to assist about the

;



"3 mere is no indication whether Sarah was

_burial. Had a general attendance.
buried in the Indian cemetery or near Hines' grave. She was Indian; but she was
also a member of the mission housechold.

" With these mournful words

"I prepared a shroud for her during the day.’
Narcissa Whitman recorded the death of her only child, Alice Clarissa, in June
1839.. The girl's death was a great shock to the missionary couple; and it took
many years to erase even the ragged edges of the hurt,

One of the earliest, but most confusing, descriptions of Alice Clarissa's
grave is from Henry Spalding's diary for Jume 30, 1839: "In the afternoon the
funeral was attended not by a great retinue nor with a splendid equippage-imsig?;
but by a few sincere mourners, the parents, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pambrun, Mrs, Spalding
and myself with a few domesticks. I spoke from 2 Kihgs IV:26. After, the corps
was interred east of the house, the first of qur little one who found a grave in

.these dark '_r'<=)gic‘,~r1s."14 :

Spalding was mistaken aboﬁt her grave being to the east of the mission
house. In a letter dated May 2, 1840, Narcissa Whitman described tﬁe new mission
house and enclosed a sketch of it. On the north side of the house plan she
placed thé symbol "8" and wrote that it "is in the direction of “her 1little grave.
Farther off than is represented in this view,"1° The letter and the drawing are
explicit that the grave lay to fhe nortﬁ and not to the east of the mission;
however, the initial "8" is another of Waiilatpu's mysteries.

Froﬁ two accounts we learn that the grave was in sight. from the mission
buildings. In the fall of 1839, Mrs. ‘Wh{{;ﬁaﬁ'wréte, "Although her grave is in
sight, e#ery time I step.out of doors, vet my tﬁoughts selﬁom wander there to
£ind her."16 Many years later, Catherine Sager Pringle, writing of her arrival

.at the mission, gquoted Mrs. Whitman's response to the wagon captain's _qlu_ery' if



]
e had any children of her own: YPointing to a grave fat th; foot of the hill,
not far off, she ENasrcissaj saids %A1l the child I 'ev;r had sleeps yonder.?!
She added that it was a greab pieasure to her that she could see the .g'fave from
the door."17
' Catherine made more than one contribution to the location of this gré.ve,
Besides saying it was "at the foot of the hill," ab&ve, she wrote William H. Gray
in 1882, enclosin_g a drawing of Memorial Shaft Hill ;@_@ the mission cemetlary,
This. sketeh clearly identifies the bench of land ét the northwest corner of the
hill as the burial place, the same site that today contains the vault of the
Greal Grave of the massacred,lg |
Additional evidence concerning the .locat'ion of the misslon cemetery will be '
discussed further on. It mast be noted at this point thal the assusption is mads
that Alice Clarissa's grave, if not Hines' or Sarah Hall's, es‘hablishled the
| .Zat.ion of the cemstery. -That this was so, may be sesn by the next death to
cccur at Waiilatou, |
,Jos.eph Mahi had come to the Oregon Country from Hawali, Marcus Whitman
had hired him from the Hudson's Bay Company to help with the fielci -wofk on the
small farm Whitman had begun to cultivate, The Whitmans had become unite attached
to Joseph and his wife, who were both Christians and members of the mission church,’
His death Waé a_grievous. loss to the missionaries. Whitman wrobe to Boston in
the £all of 1840 that Mahi "was again taken wita infiamstion [sig/ of the DoWsLSesss
He died August 8th leaving us to mourn a Brother and fellow.labore:.c._"-lg
The -.gra‘v"e of Joéeph Mahi presents the earliest definlte evidence that a
‘misston cemetery had boen established. In 1843, Gustavus Hines, author of

Oregon: Tts History, Condition and Prospects, visited Waiilatpu. Dr. Whitman

had not yet returned from a journey to the United States, thus Hines was not: able

question him about the two graves hs noticed, "one of which was inclosed in



icket.,® He asked an unnamed inforvmant Ywho was burled 't:her'e, my attendant
;
replied, 'The grave inside the picxet is that of the only child, a litile
daughter, of Mr. and Mrs, Whitman, who was drowned in that creek which passes

near the house. That on the outside incloses the remains of Joseph, the

Hawaiian, who lived with Dr. ! v%itmg,mzo

' The next death at the wission is enshrouded in mystery. Lb Would have passed
unnoticed in the historiecal record had not Willlam H, Gray written a newsy letter
to Elkanah Walker early in 1842: "In relation to the Indians about us all has been
quiet since Mr. E\_ﬁllsg left us -~ oxcept a 1ittle uneasiness causad by Browns
woman hanging herself soon after Mr, E. was here," Probably because she was
a sulcide, Brown's woman passsd antourned in the wission éorrespo,n&ence. Gray

added, “comparatively little was sald oT done about it and it has now all droppedo*'

Other than his presence at Waiilatpu, little is known: about Brown, and nothing is

@ sbout his wife. Gray told Walker that "Brown and Canpbell have both left

for the falls or some other place, where I hope they will do better than they
have here, for themselves and their employees _[-:ers_.?j = they 'did not finish 'the:l_r_-

Jjob of sawing.“z'?‘ Brown apparen‘g,ly was a wanderer on his way to the Pacific Slopse,

hired by Whitman temporarily as a sawyér. His wife may have been Indian or white.

In which cemetery her remains may lie is unknown.

In the autumn of 1845, the emigrant wagons brought Jossph S. Flnlay to the
m:'r.ssion door. Finlay, a young man of 32, was already iar gohu with tubsroulosis.
His brother, traveling with him, went on to the Willamette valley;. but Finlay
moved into the Whitmans' home to be treated by the doctor. He lived until March
1846,_ and won 2 place of high esteen in the Whi;t.mans-' minds. His d‘aath: Wwas - -_ |
particularly dramaiic. Just befors t}_m end came, he seemed .wto be in commrfj.ca‘tion
6’5}1 wf:ig.tev’er 1tes beyoud the real world, This experience left the Whitmans

and the other witnesses very mich shaken. Another grave was added to the mission

cemetery.
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. Prior to the day of massacre in 1847, at least two more white deaths

.:urrad at the Whitmen mission, On Noverber i, 181}?/, Mrs. Jacob Osborn, 11l
with the-meésles, gave birth to a girl in the mission house. The baby died the
same day and was buried the next., Compounding the sorrow of the Osborns, their
six-ysar-old daughter, Salivijane, died on November 24, just five days before
the Indisn attack,?>

By the eve of the massacre, at least these eight deaths had cccurred in the
mi851on ‘household, The remains of some may lis elsewhere than in ths ﬁnsglon
cemetery -- there are st111 questions about "Brown's woman" and Sarah H-;ll — {
questions that may néver be answered. Yet, it would seem that these deaths firmly

-established the mission cemstery, a cemetery that was to play an even more dramatic

roles at Waiilatpu:

Hines, Negro dutunn, 1836
Sarah Hall, Indian August, 1838
Alice Clarissa Whitman, white dJune, 1839
. Joseph Mazhi, Hawaiian hogust, 1840
Brown's wotan, race unknown = emee- 1841
Joseph 8. Finlay, white Mar ch, 1846
Baby Osborn, white Novenmber,1847
Salivijane Osborn, white - November,1847

In addition to the evidence already' presented, _tﬁe existence of the nri‘ssio.n
qemete:f‘;sf"#ras further. confirmed by Cyrus Walker, Cyrus, who as a boy attended school
'-"at” Waiila*.bpu during the winter of 1845-§ and who 'visitéd the mission site pe?icdically-
over_the Years, drew-a map of the place from mewory in 1919. Although hisimemry

_ u*‘fared from the passage of ‘b}.me, Walker's map is surprisingly accurata when .
-compared to the actuel site. To the north of the mission, in the immed:r.ate vicimty
of the northwest .corner of Shaft Hill, he drew tha "graveyard“ and a path lsading

B to ifc:.'z H Also, in a speech a few years ea-rl__'x.er, Cyrus had referred to the mission
cemat8ry. It is worth noting that neither Walker's speech nor his map made any
 reference to a ssbaraﬁa burizl Placelfcf Alice Clarissa. As far as-he'Was.ch*'

- _ o : 2
. cerned, her remains lay with the rest -- in the mission cemetery, >




The Great Graves

the interest of writers countless times, An account of the massacre is not

The deaths of Marcus and Narcissa Whitman and their associates have captured

ossential to a discussion of the ¥great grave" of the vietims. Buried and reburied
thres timos, their remains todsy lie in a large marble vault on which are inseribed
the names of fourteen peo-plé'; An examination of the historic event, however, gives
rise to the guestion of how many of the victims al’e- actually buried in the pi‘esant
great grave -- which has not been opened since its dedication in 1897.

At the very most, twelve of the fourteen dead are buried there, Moré likely,
there are fower than ten. Jacob Hall, whose nans appears on the marble slab, lost
his life somewhere along the Columbia River after ..success_fully-eécapiﬁg the Cayuses'
attack on the missionj no one ever ‘located his remains. Another of those listed, |
James Youﬁg, dr., fell dead not at the mission but a wmile or two away. He was
.c:‘.ng a load of lumber from the,sawisﬁ.ll in the Blue Mountains to the mission on
that fateful day. Unaware of the tragedy already in progress, he foll victim to
the Cayuses before he reached Waiilatpu. He was buried at tgsl;known spot where
the Indians killed him. | |

The fen pergons killed at Waii_latpu on Monday and Tuesday, Noveﬁ;ber- 2-9 and
30, 1847, wers buried on Tuesday afternoon by Jossph stanfield.? Himself a
captlve,%swﬁ was one of the few male survivors who was both capable and willing

to undertake the gruesome task. Father J. B. A Bro\yuhe.let, the Catholic missionary

at St. Ann's rission on the Ymatilla R:Lver, came to the mission and performed the

burj:al service., In later years he was to recen.ve--}ittle thanks for this sorrowful -

duty from the ‘martyrs? fiercely Protestant friends.

Mary Saunders, one of the few adults at the mission to leave an account o_f"_

| ée massacre, described the mass burial: "pretty soon the old chiei‘ Tologquevet
1loukait) came with a bolt of white cotton cloth which he told “the woren to make :

10



.to winding sheets for the dead. When this had been done, Father Browillet, his
halffbfeed interpreter Snods, JoeVStanfield, Mr. Finley‘{bnother half-breed living
-near the missiﬁnﬂ, Chief Beardy and the fwo Walla Walla Indians helped to bury
our dead Cincluding her husbahij. ~They dug-a trench six feet long, fwelve wide

and four feet deep, and the poor victims were laid side by side and the priest
27 '

read the burial service over them.’
Catherine Sagef, twelve years old at the time, wrote a more detailed account
of the mass éuneral in later years. In 1882, she wrote William H. Gray that at
first ‘the Cayuses would not let the survivors bury the dead; but on the day
following the .initial attack, the Indians changed their minds. Joseph Stanfield
dug'the_great_grafe_"on the foot of the Hill near where Dr. Whitman's child was
puried." Catherine recalled that the excavation was only ''two to three feet
deep and wide enough to lay the bodies-side by side." She recalled that Father
rovillet arrived but she.thought that the funeral was on Wednesday rather thaﬁ
qusdaﬁ. She described the preparations:
The dead were lying where they fell. Domestic had been brought
“over from [?he EmigrantfHOUSé]... and we were busy sewing it
into sheets to wrap the corpses in. Jo Stanfield was washing
the dead and as soon as we had -a few sheets done the young

-women and girls took them over and) as Jo wrapped them around
the corpses, they sewed them with needle and thread,

After the bodies were prepared, Stantield piaced Them 1n ‘an ox cari Tand
haqléd [ﬁhem} to the grave yard but not till after a rﬁn away of the team.”
She describéd'the order inrwhiCh they were'placed in the shallow grave: '1st
Mrsﬂ w. then the Dr., Mr. Rogers, {her) Brothers John and Francis. Then the

others.” $till later, Catherine wrote a similar description of the funeral in

 a letter to the editor of the Spokesman—Review;Spokane,:Washingtbn, October 24,

897, just before the fiftiéth anniversary of the massacre. She added the detail

11



.at Mrs, Whitman's body was placed on the west side of the grave.28

A week later, the Cayuses killed two more at the mission, Crockett Bewley
and Amos Sales. These young men had been ill in bed with the measles since before
the first attack., Once again Joseph Stanfield prepared z burial place, TFrom
Elizabeth Sager we learn that Bewley and Sales were buried separately from the
first ten. In an interview with Fred Lockley many years later, she recounted
that a few days after this second burial she had vigited the graves in the company
of Stanfield. She "noticed that Joe had buried Crockett Bewley and Mr. Sales
in anothexr place. 1 asked him why he had buried them in a different place than
the others. He said, 'Because it ig easier digging there."-'z9
Even today there is a layer of hardpan underlying parts of the mission site
including the lower slope of Shaft Hill. Although Stanfield is often given blame
‘r digging a shallow great grave, he did the best he could when the condition
of the soil is‘considerea. It is not surprising that he selected a spot with
easier digging for the graves of Bewley and Sales._
.The day before these two men were killed, still another death occurred in
the mission famiiy._ On -Sunday, December 5, Louise Sager, the second youngest
of the seven Sager orphans, died from the measles, She_had been ill since before
_fhe massacre and possibly would not have survived even had Dr. wﬁitman been alive
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then had come o sawmi
fo find but why his brother had_nbt returned, built a coffin for the littlé girl.
On Thur;day; December 9, the final death at Waiilatpu t#at bleak autumn took
place when Helen Mar Meek died from the measles. Heien_Mar, the half-breed
daughtef of mountain man Joe Meek, had arrived at the Whitmans' home in i840;and'

_had'become a favorite of the missionaries. Her burial was not recorded in detail.

.rhaps Daniel Young.built her coffin, and perhaps Joseph Stanfield dug her grave,

12
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Catherine Sagef later said that the bodies of 5oth Helen Mér and Louise were
S ‘
uried by the side of Mrs. Whitman,' thus implying fhat they too found a place
in the mission cemetery.30 |
The first great grave quickly proved to be inadeguate. Wolves soon dis-
covered it and dug into the covering of earth, While the survivors were‘stili
the captives of the Cayuses, they witnessed the ghoulish scene. Catherine
described how early one morning an Indian woman came to the door of the Emigrant
House ''and in gréat distress began to tell me something.” Catherine could not
understand her and called to Eliza Spalding, who knew the Nez Perce language,
to translate for her. "The woman éaid that wolves had dug up the Dr. and his
wife." Several of the survivors hurried to the graveyard where “the sight we
beheld struck us with horror." Catherine had been ahead of the other women and
sl | o
clearly saw the g@@@éiy_work of the wild animals before the men, who had proceeded
’r,' quickly covered the torn bodies.
At another time, Catherine recalled even more graphically the sight:
"Mrs, Whitman's leg was dragged.out and the flesh eaten off to the knee. We
reburied it. Before we left E}he~mission, in late Decembéi] the remains were
ggain_dug up, and morning after morning we would seé the wolves ... and hear
their snarling.” She said, too, that "no effort was again made at burial while
we were there. >
On December 29 the Hudson's Bay Company secured fhe captives' freedom from
the CaYuses. -Thé survivors made.ﬁhe slow journéy to'the:safety of Fort Walla.
. Walla.by.ox;cartqi'Waiilafpu'lay.quietly under the winter moon; all was qﬁiet
‘in ‘the valley.of tears. |
| ‘When the Oregon Vélunteers arrived in the spring of.1848 to punish the

' Cayuses, they found the great grave -very much disturbed,. Reverend Elkanah Walker,

13
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.o was also there wrote that ""the bones and hair of the Missionary and wife with

others had been scattered over the plainsg by the wolves.'
One.of the more detailed descriptions of the destruction caused by the

wolves is found in Robert Newell's diary: "The hair of Mrs. Whitman was brot in.
The Boddies of the diseased {sic} have been taken up

I have saved Some of it.

' QCatherine Sagexr, whose future husband was one of the Volunteers,
wrote that "some of Mrs. Whitman's hair was picked up by Wesley Howell a mile or

by the Wolves.’

Catherine also mentioned that the few bones still to be found 'were gathered
' Later

‘more from the grave.'
up and placed in the original pit, and a wagon box turned over them.'
developments make it important to note at this point that Catherine had no

doubt but that this "second'’ great grave was in the same location as the first
as Newell said,

B33 ¢,

ewell, however, confused the event by writing that "Dr. Whitman and Wife were laid
|I!ogether with a paling around them nicely done. A board fence was also put

N

around the rest. They was put in the ground together.'
the bodies of the Whitmans were buried by themselves at this time, the question

Since

should be asked .if they were reunited with the others at the time of the third
pburial, in 1897. Also, Newell's diary leaves unanswered the guestion of whether

or not the remains of Bewley and Sales joined the others at this time.
Perhaps

these two were buried more securely, it is quite possible their grave had not

been molested and that the Oregon Volunteers saw no cause to move them.
their remains still lie in their own plot -- outside the former mission cemetery
During the next few years, visitors, such as Indian Agent Anson Dart, pioneer

James Longmire, and soldier Lawrence Xip, came to the site and were moved to.record

their emotions. But few of these travelers shed any additional light on the

.'ppearance of the grave. All but forgotten, 'Waiilatpu lay uneasily with its

memories until the late 1850's.
14



In the supmer of 1859, Cushing Eells, another of Whitman's co-workers,
visited the missién site. During his pilgrimage, he decided that he would move to
Waiilatpu and begin a college in memoyry of Marcus Whitman. When he looked for
the great grave he could find very 1ittle. The fencing that Newell had described
:had long since disappeared. The only evidence remaining was a dep?ession in the
earth. In 1860, he again visited and this time placed a_few stakes around the

34
grave and fastened some rails to them.

By 1862, the Eells family had moved to the mission site and had built &

_home there. During the next few years, Cushing and his sons, Edwin and Myron,
worked occasionally at improving the great grave's appearance. in 1863, Myromn
threw up a mound of earth over the grave, accidentally striking the wagon bed
-that the Oregon Volunteers had placed there. The earliest known photographs of
the grave were taken about this time. - They show Myron's mound oﬁ eérth. From:
.andmarks visible in the picture, the location of the great grave may be firmly

established as being in the area formerly designated as the mission cemetery——-on
the bench of land at the noithwest corner of ShaftAHill.

Myron's mother, Myfa Eells, contributed to the evidence that the great grave
and the mission cemetery were in the same place. In an,1862 lettef.to her.frien&
and former associate, Mary Walker, she brought Mrs. Walker up to date on the
appearance of the place, neither woman having seen it since their retreat from
Tshimakain mission in 1848. “About this place,” Myra said, “nothing but the niiis:
100k natural., That cuts off the view from town {Ehe new town.of Walla Wallé}. - The
brow of the west side is still.used-as a burying ground. There_have been three
interments sincé we came here. No part ié enclosed except the great grave and

o 113D

that$ only with rails, much as when we pagsed in '48 The important word in

.this letter is "stiil." It implies that Mrs. Walker would know what used to be

the mission cemetery when they were all missionaries together —- the bench of land

at the northwest corner of the hill.
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By the middle of the 1860'8,'Whitman Seminary was established in the town
f Walla Walla, With the encouragement of one of their more dynamic presidents,
A, J. Anderson, the Seminary students raised funds to purchase lumber and to build
a picket fence around the great grave in 1884, This fence lasted-until the
establishment of the third grave in 1897, |
But before then, in 1881, Catherine Sager Pringle, on a visit to Walla Walla,
1ea¥ned that Whitman's former co-worker, William H., Gray, was raising funds for a
monunent to the massacred., Catherine wrote'Gray asking for the details of his
plans. She was alarmed for she had learned from the ownexr of the land that Gray
was considering moving the remains to the top of the hill and reburying them therg;
She scolded Gray that "my sisters and myself will enter a protest to this.” She
added that they "certainly have some interest in the matter as our Brothers are
among them, "3
. Poor Gray, who had left Waiilatpu more than two years befdre the Sagé-r orphans -
had arrived, had no idea who Catherine was. He answered her letter, apparently
asking what her relationship to the mission was. Catherine wrote back, explaining
her family's history, and that she was the Sistér of the two boys, Erancis and

: 37
John, who had been killed in 1847,

She argued too that the owner of the land
containing the great grave would never dare to till the land where the graves

were ~-~ as Gray had suggested might happen., Catherine admitted that she was not

a lawyer, but she felt sure that public sentiment would prevent any such desecration.
Furthermore, she argued, on her recent visit she could find-ﬁo trace of the graves
of her sister, Louise, or of Helen Mar Meeck, dr of the Osborn children., If the.
great grabe's reméins were moved, what would héﬁpen tO'these-others?3§

For the time being, little happened. Gray continued, with limited -success,

‘o raise funds for a monument. Catherine, although retaining reservations about
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moving the graves, contributed to these funds by giving talks about ner life at

- _Q'Ae mission to audiences in different parts of the Pa{cific Northwest. Gray,
‘already in his seventies, did what he could and, to a Iarge degree, came over to
Catherine's view concerning the graves. However, the funds reguired for a fitting
memorial were slow in coming.. Gray died in 1889, his task still unfinished.

The year before his death, in 1888; the Presbyterian Church in the Pacific
Northwest, established by Marcus Whitman and his associates in'1838, observed its
fiftieth anniversary by holding ceremonies at the old mission: During the three-
day event, August 17-19, visitors rode out from Walla Walla on an excursion train.
They held their impressive ceremonies under a canvas canopy erected next to the
great grave.39 Among.those present were Gray himgelf, aged 78,.Perrin Whitman,
Marcus' nephew who had come out to the Oregon Country in 1843, and ﬁyron Eells,
who as a boy had been a member of the mission family and who was now 4 minister

.imself. Partiqipan‘cs offered prayers and read addresses. The U. 8. Army. band
from Fort Walla walla furnished the music.40
Before the anniversary came to a close, at a meeting held in Walla Walla,

"a goodly number of ladies and gentlemeng resolved to remove the remains of the
Whitmans "from the lonely spot of their interment” to Whitman Seminary, which

would be a living monument to&his memory. These resolutions were signed by Miles C.
Moore, R. R. Rees, and P. B. Johnson. The chairman of the meeting was B, L.
Sharpstein. Catherine's letters to tray had by now iaheu sifect and the rionaer
now stood up to. announce that the Oregon Pioneer and Historical Society had aiready
obtained a-deéd.to two acres at Waiilatpu -~ presumably the area containing the
grave -- and_héa‘taken steps to fence the cemetery. He objected to any plan to
- remove the remains to Walla Walla. |

Miles Moore then took the floor and, in support of the proposed move,=announced

.that the Moores ''owned a granite quarry on Snake river ... and that they would
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donate the material for the monument.” Dr. Dorsey Baker, of railroad fame,
N lf. .
Pllowed it to be said that he would 'make the title to the Whitman Seminary

grounds absolute, if assured that the monument would be erected on the grounds.” 41

Catherine's younger sister, Matilda Sager Fuitz{ then living at Farmington,
Washington, heard about these proposals, She also héard the mistéken sfory that
the greaf graﬁe had already been opened and the massacre victims moved. Angrily,
she wrofe a public letter blaming Perrin Whitman for taking such precipitous
action. She demanded 'where he got the power to authorize the removal of fhe
others, whose ashes are comingled with those of Dr. Whltman and wife in that
common grave ... and among them is the dust of my brothers, John and Frank Sager
Matildé said that she had heard "that a clique intended to remove the remains ...

Whenefer they found the friends and relatives off their guard.” She said that

Perrln Whltman knew that I and my sisters were deCLdedly opposed to any distur-
'.ance of our sacred dead,; and he should have had at least manhood enough to withhold

| his consent until he could notlfy us of the intention of the church and college

authorities.”

In this letter, Matilda gave still anothér, and important clue qoncerning
the'whereabqufs of Alice Clarissa's grave: "The traitor {Per firm opinioﬁ}-Stan—'
fiéid, when sent to dig the grave that was to be the resting placg of the martyrs,
'hédrrespect enough for parental love to dig'it_beside.that of little Aliéé; where
‘the parents and their only child woﬁld lie side ﬁy side in their last long sleep,
and when he placed the bodies ... the fathef lay next to little Alice, then her
:ﬁother, and then John and Frank_Sagér; When he came pack he said the family were
all togethe£?42 | |

The Sager sisters' protests and the action of the Oregon Pioneer and His-
.torical Society carried' the argument. The dead remained at Waiilatpu.
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. As the Tiftieth anniversary of the massacre approached, Protestant church

.circles and many. people whose lives the Whitmans had touched began to talk of a
~fitting memorial at the mission site, This time there was no discussion about

-moving the remains to Walla Walla. Instead, & committee of the towﬁ's'principal
citizens formed té plan fitting ceremonies.431he committee proceeded to order a
-memorial monument, that would grace the top of the hill, énd a permanent vault for
the massacre victims, in the mission,cemetery.

The decision to excavate the new grave in the same location as thé existing
one disturbed Catherine Sager Pringle very much. After the grave was opened and
the remains moved to Whitman College for temporary safekéeping, Catherine bitterly
wrote to an editor: "Had the grave remained undistﬁrbed,_the public would never

T

have known but that all the remains of the victims reposed there.” From her

memories of wolves tearing at the grave in 1847, ghe had known that little was

.eft.44

Catherine's long-secret worries now became a reality, Two doctors, J. E.
Bingham and E. E, Shaw,-recﬁrded the results when. the remains-wére unearthed,
Of the ten or so people buried in the common grave in 1847, only the skulls of’
four adult males and one female, and a few miscellansous Bones, were found. The
doctors' report read:

First - Skull of man, mature adult, comprising all the bones of the
eranium, “in ahout the following condition; :

All the ... right side in good state of preservation .... The left. -
parietal bone is about one-half gone. The superorbital prominences are
very marked, On the vertex, close to the medium line, is an oblique
incised fracture of the skull, evidently made with the corner of a small
:aﬁéﬂ- One inch in front is a small fracture., These wounds are well
defined, the instrument acting like a wedge in splitting the skull beyond
the. seat of the wound ,... On the left side of (the) orcipital bone is
a hole in the skull about three inches long, and onhe and one-third inches
wide. Along the upper part of this bone is a fine edge to the border of

the bone ... showing that the incised surface was evidently made by a

19



sharp cutting instrument, the blow striking the head either from above
downward while the man was in an erect position, or being a horisontal

. [sic] blow while the man was lying face downwards. , . 4 The jaw is
fairly well preserved, with the mental process strongly developed. The
posterior molar tooth on the left side contains a gold filling, and is
worn more than the teeth on the opposite side .... The seat of muscular
adjustment shows a strong, well-developed man.

The skull has been mutilated by being cut in two, the cut commencing
at the nasal bones and extending back to the seat of the fromt wound.
Marks of the saw are well defined on each side of the saw incision, where
the instrument evidently slipped in the hands of the operator. The skull
had not been opened by this cut, which scems to have been made for some
other definite purpose than of opening the skull. The sawing was done
unskillfully, probably when the body was lying on the ground face upward.

Nos. 2 and 3 -— Two other well preserved skulls, both adults, one
apparently of a man 35 years old, the other of a man about 60 years old....

No. 4 -~ A skull of moderate capacity of a man of about 25 years of
age. It is three pieces, probably produced by a blow in recent times. _
% % % This individual probably had a very prominent bridge to his nose,.
which must have been the Roman type. The cranium and jaw. both are pecu-—
liarly thick,

No, 5 -- A woman's skull of ordinary size, thin. The sutures would

. indicate a person from 35 to 40 years of age. % x x The right superior
marcella is well preserved and when placed in position shows a woman who

must have had very large eges. This skull has been sawed in precisely
the same manner as No. 1.4

When Catherine learned these particulars, she quickly denied that any of
the skulls was Dr. Whitman's: "I would socner thing-that skull ¥o, 1 belonged to
Crockett Bewly [sic) or Amos Sales.” She thought fhe 60-year-old skull was
probably that of Walter Marsh, the mission miller. She added, “"one probably is
EJOSePﬁJ.Hoffman, and one Gilliam {[Isaac Gilliland], the tailor."” Since.the
iny_woman had died, the female skull had to be Narcissa Whitman's. Even so,
Catherine had her doﬁbts: "It may be that of one or the other of the Sager boys.’

Coﬁsidering the known circumstaﬁces of the attack on Marcus Whitman, skull
no. 1 ﬁould appear to be his, A majbr.mystery,'beypnd solution, is the sawing
of the two skulls thought to be those of the missionaries. At first, Catherine
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was most upset about the peculiar marks. In a long letter to the Spokane

Spokesman - Review, she wroterl

If the bones have been sawed, I assure you it was not done by
Indians. They knew but little if anything of the use of a saw. x x x
As I saw the corpses before burial, I know there were no such wounds '
as described.... I think there is a mistake about the saw cuts, as I
do not think the.volunteers-{bne of whom she wag to marrj} who buried
‘these bones would have perpetrated the act. Had the natives wanted
to make openings in them, they would have used their tomahawks....

- The Cayuses were superstitious about the dead and would never have
picked up one of these skulls to saw it.

She réfleeted upon those killed and decided that skull no. 1 was that of Judge

Saunders, the school teacher: "He was an eastern man, so probably had gold f£illings

in his teeth."47

One year later, Catherine thought she had found the answer to the puzzle.,
She wrote S. B. L. Penrose, president of Whitman.dollege, that the sawing of the
skulls was the work of Joé Lewis, a shadowy figure at the mission who apparénily
.lad encouraged the Cayuses' attack.‘ Catherine eﬁpanded on her theory by sayiné

that Father Bro@ﬁ@let and Joe Stanfield were witnesses to the deed, despite the

done the sawing —-- the night of November 29, Catherine added that she could not

"divulge the source of my information but I am satisfied of the truth in it."48

fact that Bro@ﬁ}let was not at the mission at the time Catherine said Lewis had ‘
Sometime later, without publicity, she chenged her mind about the identity of

skull no. 1. She wrote in her scrapbook that she had "seen the skulls above _ ' ‘

A
o

despribed and recognized one as being tﬁat of Dr., Marcus Whitman.'
Dr. J. E. Biﬁgham;.one of the examiners of the remains, developed a different

theory concerning the saw marks. 'He.recalled "sn old Indian superstition that

when a great man or womaﬁ dies, the head was opened and the spirit of the departed

' - 50
would enter the body of the operator.
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The ceremonies on the fiftieth anniversary did not go exactly as planned,

.xe schedule called for the reinterment in a great ma/rble vault and for the
dedication of a memorial shaft high on the hill overlooking the grave. The
Whitman Monuﬁent Association had taken up William H. Gray's work and had succeeded
in raising the necessary funds. In October 1897, work Eegan on the vaulf which
was to be located at the same spof where the great grave had been. A Mrs. Picard,
an undertaker in Walla Walla, presented a fine metallic coffin for the recently
disinterred bones. Then, at the last minute, the organizers learned that the
marble slab for the top of the vault would not arrive by November 29,

The day came cloudy and wet, much as that earlier November 29 had been. The
participants crowded into the Walla Walla opéra house that evening. It was a
night of great oratory and singing. Nine survivors of the massacre, including
the three Sager girls, Catherine, Elizabeth, and Matilda, were present. Others

‘ attendance included veterans of the Indian Wars, the GAR, and the student body
of Whitman College. In the boxes sat the faculty of the college and their guests.
The college trustees and a sixty-voice choir occupied the stage. Severgl ministers
and professors spoke, including Rev. Samuel Greén,Méon of tﬁe Sééréfary‘df the
American Board of Commissioners for fdreigh Missions who had seﬁt.tﬁéﬂmissionaries
to Qregon in 1836. Before the evening was over, séﬁe'of the orators rekindled
into flame thé belief that Roman Cétholic priests and the Hudson's Bay Company
were somellow responsibie ror the magsacre. . AT the conclusion, the audience
participated in.an informal reéeption on the stage to meet the surﬁivors.51

On the following day, despite continuing bad weafher, the'pérticipants paraded
on Main.Stréet, Walla Walla, then rode on special trainS'fo the mission. The
.4£h U.8S. Cavalryrfrom.Fort Walla Walla formed on thfee sides of a hollow'squére,
in the center of which stoodlthe speaker's stand, with the great grave direct1y
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in front of it, The band of the 4th Cavalry provided the music; and a brief
ceremony was observed, Catherine, the oldest survivor of the Sagér family,
"made a brief and touching address ... which moved many to tears."

Vivid memories must have passed through her mind as she thanked "the people
of Walla Walla and the Northwest for their presence here, for their-kindness in
burying our dead, and for their royal entertainment." She forecast the future
iﬁ saying that "these acts of kindness will be told to our children's children
and be carried down to the future generations in grateful remembrance, as each

02

recurring anniversary passes.' The observation went smoothly. The only incident
was the absence of the marble slab, which "proved a great disappointment” for the
' 53
3,000 people present.
The marble arrived in January 1898 and, on the 29th, "a burial service was
conducted by ... [%hé]rpastors of the Congregational and Presbytérian churches
. .3f Walla Walla; the coffin was placed in the wvault, and a massive slab of marble,
- . : 54
weighing two tons, was lowered to its place and sealed." The great grave has-

remained closed ever since.

Pioneer Cemetery

Persistent reports still exist of many other burials in the vicinity of the
great grave dating from the 1860's and '70's. These reports, most having escaped
verification, note that for many vears a number of wooden headboards stood near
the marble vault., Yet, definite descriptions and photographs showing these
markers are still missing.

_. There are two pdst—mission markers.nea$ the great grave today that suggesf
some &ggree of truth in these reports., One of them indicates the resting piacé

of two small girls of the MecElhaney fémily, members of which still live in Walla

’.Valla. Rev. Cushing Eells buried these sisters iﬁ the early'1860's while living
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at:-Waiilatpu. The McElaney family was a neighbor of Eells and on close terms
ith him. From Cushing's diary for that period,we catch a glimpse: "Nov; 7 1862,
Julia McElhaney is so unwell as to cause anxiety. WMrs E fells) and Edwin are
there tonight." Then, on November 9: "The remains of Julia McElhaney are committed
to éarth.”55 The-otﬁer.marker indicates the grave of another pioneer, a Dr. Stone,
and his child. |
Still one other monument peeds.to be noted. Next to the great grave today
13 a tall stone commemorating the graves of William H. Gray and his wife, Mary.
Although these former members of the small mission family died and were buried at
AStoria, Oregon, members of their family moved their remains to Waiilatpu in 19186.
Whether or not this reburial destroyed traces of any-of the now-unknown mission
period graves is not c¢lear. Today, the.Grays lie next to their former colleagues,
both sheltered by trees and the groodiﬁg hill,
@
Froﬁ the foregoing accounts, there would seem to be little doubt but what
the great grave-was,loCated in the mission pemetery, a graveyard that inclﬁded
.the body of Ali%:Clarissa Whitman, There remain a few moye bits.offevidence to
this effect that may be noted at this peint, In 1855, an independent missionary
to Oregon,_Joseph Chamberlain, visited the mission site, Accordingltoihis &iary;
the grave of Alice Clarissa was indeed very near the gfeat gfave: "Sept. 4.
Started this ﬁorning for Whitﬁan's valley -~ enjoyed the ride wvery ﬁuch, a Qery.

pleasant day. Jusi at sundown passed a very long, steep hill into the valley, a

.widely extended plain full of creeks. At the grave of Dr. Whitman it were propér
I would pray that there might be a resurrection of that man's virtues fo rest upon
this feeble worm; that the ‘mantle of Elijah may rest upon Elisha." This was before

‘he Eells family returned to the site, and Chamberlain found ''no marble, no
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inscription,-except written on a board, Alice Clarissa, Daughter of Dr. Marcus
/

and Narcissa Whitman, drowned June 23xrd 1839."56

jCatherine.Sager also remembered the headboard at Alice’s.grave., Although
her wording was slightly different, she recalled in an 1897 letter that "many
times I have stood by the little grave and read the‘inscription upon he£ head-
board -- Aliece Clarissa Daughter of Marcus and Narcissa Whitman was drowned June 23,
1839 aged two years three months and nine days. Sleep 1little [@aughterﬁz till

Jesus bid you Rise."57

Another person in a positipn to know a great deal about the graves was Myron
Eells. Before the massacre, as a small boy living at the Tshimakain mission, he
héd been a regular visitor to Waiilatpu. Thén, in the 1860's, he lived there for
a time with his parents. We have already noted his work on the grave site during
this period. In his book on Marcus Whitman, Myron indicated thatjthe_great grave,

.he mission cemetery, and the grave of Alice Clérissa we-re all in the same area:
"A day or two after the massacre, the bodies ... were ... buried in a common
grave in the mission burying ground, a few hundred yards in front of the house,
at the foot of the hill.” He wrote thét "when the volunteers reached thé pléce
the next year ... they then dug one iarge gravé, placed all the remains in it
that. could be found, placed wagon beds over them.... They lay nearest to where
Doctor and Mrs. Whltman s only child, Alice C., had been buried."™®

The green sod of Waiilatpu today covers all traces of the original mission
cemetery. The grasses yield no secrets. Traces of'Alicé‘s;,Hindsﬂ_and all the

' §thef§iﬁwai£ thé ﬁools cf‘archeology so that they too may be marked to serve as

. reminders of some of the early history of this land.
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This and the following material on the Eells family comes from :Myron Eells,
Marcus Whitman, Pathfinder and Patriot (Seattle, 1909), and Ida Eells,

"Mother Eells: A Story of the Life of Myra Fairbanks Eells, MS, Whitman
College Library, hereinafter cites as "Mother Eells."
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