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The Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation promotes the stewardship of
significant landscapes through research, planning, and sustainable preservation
maintenance. The Center accomplishes its mission in collaboration with a
network of partners including national parks, universities, government agencies,
and private nonprofit organizations. Techniques and principles of preservation
practice are made available through training and publications. Founded at the
Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, the Center perpetuates the
tradition of the Olmsted firms and Frederick Law Olmsted’s lifelong
commitment to people, parks, and public spaces.

www.nps.gov/oclp/

The Northeast Region Archeology Program is committed to providing
archeological resource management expertise in the Northeast Region through
an integrated program of research, compliance, education, and information
management authorized under the Organic Act of 1916, the National Historic
Preservation Act 0of 1966 (as amended), the Archeological Resources Protection
Act 0f 1979, and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of

1990.
www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/

The Saratoga National Historical Park preserves and protects sites associated
with the 1777 Revolutionary War battles of September 19", October 7", the siege
period, and the surrender of British forces, October 17". The series of conflicts
that led to this surrender are known as the Battles of Saratoga. Designated as a
national historical park in 1938, the park contains approximately 3,400 acres
within the towns of Stillwater and Saratoga, including the Battlefield, Schuyler
House, Saratoga Monument, and Victory Woods. Because of the incredible
impact caused by the American victory in the Battles of Saratoga, they are known
as the "Turning Point of the American Revolution," and are considered by many
historians to be among the top fifteen battles in world history.

Saratoga National Historical Park
648 Rt. 32
Stillwater, New York 12170

www.nps.gov/sara/
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“View of Gen'. Burgoyne’s Encampment at Saratoga at the Time of his Surrender to the Americans.” Victory Woods is visible in the
background and is the small hill behind the Schuyler (white) House in the extreme left part of the picture, and the river in the
foreground is the Hudson with Fish Creek emptying out where the middle boat is located. Hay is drying in stacks on the hillside.
(From John Lambert, “Travels through Lower Canada, and the United States of North America, in the years 1806, 1807, and 1801....,"
London: Printed for Richard Phillips, 1810, Vol. Il. The Collection of the late Stephen G. Strach).
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INTRODUCTION

MANAGEMENT SUNMNMARY

Located in the Village of Victory within the Town of Saratoga, in the heights
above the Hudson River, Victory Woods contains a portion of the British field
fortification and encampment from the Revolutionary War (Figure o.1).
Historical evidence indicates that this site has remained largely undisturbed since
the war. Except for a potable water supply system which was confined to a small
area, no building is known to have taken place on the site, and it is unlikely that
the tract was ever used for agricultural purposes. Thus, these defensive remains
in Victory Woods may now provide virtually the only surviving coherent and
visible evidence of the famous American siege of the British army in 1777. While
the parcel was a strategically important piece of land during the Revolutionary
War, the site was used by Native American use as far back as the Middle and Late

Archaic periods.

Since the NPS acquired Victory Woods in 1974, the site has remained unused by
visitors due to lack of suitable access to the site and lack of park programs or
interpretive services that take advantage of the site’s historic resources. The local
community has been anxious for the National Park Service to make this site
available to visitors or else to declare the land surplus to the park’s needs and

return it to the village and the tax rolls.

The park’s 2004 General Management Plan (GMP) identifies rehabilitation as the
general treatment approach for park resources including the opening of Victory
Woods as part of this twenty-year plan. Generally the plan suggests that the
landscape character at select locations be evocative of landscape conditions of
October 1777, the views important to the interpretation of the battles be
reestablished, the character-defining landscape features of Victory Woods be
identified and rehabilitated, and that the interpretation emphasize the Burgoyne
Campaign within the broader context of the Revolutionary War relying on visitor
contact with rehabilitated landscape features and exhibits, in addition to media.

For Victory Woods specifically, this plan directs the park to:

o Identify the locations of British earthworks, roads, and other landscape features

significant to the siege;

. Identify and rehabilitate the character-defining landscape features of Victory
Woods;

o Reestablish interpretive and historic views critical to the military use of Victory
Woods;

o Develop an interpretive trail through Victory Woods;

. Reestablish at key locations, field and woodland to suggest conditions in October
1777;

. Thin certain woodlands to suggest their character in October 1777;
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° Locate and rehabilitate historic road traces associated with the battle period;

o Undertake extensive archeological research program and mitigation measures
necessary to support potential actions;

. Conduct cultural and natural resource inventories, and Archeological
Identification Studies.

Opening the site for public visitation will require two stages. The first stage will
focus on site research, condition assessment, preparation of this combined
Cultural Landscape Report and Archeological Sensitivity Assessment (CLR/ASA)
and the Archeological Identification Study. The second stage will include
compliance, the implementation of the proposed visitor access improvements,
and wayside exhibits and signage. Congressman John Sweeney from Clifton
Park, New York helped secure funding for the first phase in an appropriations
bill that funds the project. Although documentation exists, no site work has been
conducted to substantiate archeological and landscape resource value.
Archeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) violations of informed looting

(pot hunting) have been documented.

Due to the sensitive nature of the archeological remains in this portion of the park,
two reports will be produced for the first stage of the project. This first volume is the
combined CLR/ASA and contains archeological information suitable for public and
government distribution. A second volume, produced by an archeological
consulting group, contains the results from the geophysical and archeological field

investigations and will not be distributed.

At the same time that efforts are underway to improve access and interpretation
at the Victory Woods site, local and state officials are working to develop the
historic and recreational potential in the Town of Saratoga. Old Saratoga on the
Hudson, an unincorporated civic group, is spearheading the development of a
three-and-one-half-mile linear park along the Hudson River in and around the
Villages of Schuylerville and Victory. One of the group’s goals is to work in
partnership with others to create a seamless experience for visitors who are
interested in learning not only about the Old Saratoga area’s role in the
Revolutionary War, but about the history of the region from the French and
Indian Wars to the development of the Champlain Canal and beyond. The
Victory Woods tract, the Schuyler House, and the Saratoga Monument as well as
the sites of Fort Hardy, the Field of Grounded Arms, and the Marshall House are
some of the publicly and privately-owned parcels involved in these efforts.
Saratoga NHP is also a partner in the Saratoga County Heritage Trail System and
the Lakes-to-Locks Passage Scenic Byway initiative. The park is located within
the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor and the Mohawk Valley Heritage
Corridor, and is near and thematically related to the Hudson River Valley
National Heritage Area. In addition, the park is within the study area of the
Champlain Valley Heritage Corridor Project. Saratoga National Historical Park

in cooperation with some or all of these groups could develop a trail system that
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would link the three Old Saratoga Unit sites together as well as the other local
non-NPS historic sites. A plan is proposed within the Treatment section of this
report.

HISTORICAL SUNNMARY

Prior to contact with Europeans, the Upper Hudson River Valley, rich in natural
resources, was occupied by Native Americans. The confluence of Fish Creek and
the Hudson Rivers was not only an ideal location for hunting, fishing, and
harvesting seeds and nuts, but also a junction for two major north-south and
east-west water transportation corridors. Archeological evidence confirms the
long-term occupation of the area as early as 8,000 B. P. and suggests that the area
including Victory Woods was a place of temporary settlement and cultural
interchange.

With the arrival of Dutch, English and French settlers, the area was initially
recognized as Mohican territory. Settlement of the area was difficult because of a
series of wars, which eventually resulted in the Mohawks claiming ownership.
However, Native American ownership of much of the Saratoga area ceased in
1683, when the Mohawks sold their land to a group of Dutch colonists as part of
the Saratoga Patent. With the exceptionally fertile soils along the river valley and
the financial opportunities offered by the river as a transportation corridor, land
disputes would continue up until the Revolutionary War.

The two battles of Saratoga, and the resulting surrender, are considered an
important turning point in the Revolutionary War. In the course of the fighting,
which occurred September 19 and October 7, 1777, the Americans, under the
command of Major Generals Horatio Gates and Benedict Arnold, managed to
defeat a powerful British army, led by Lt. General John Burgoyne, consisting of

over 7,000 Loyalist, Canadian, British, German, and Native American troops.

During the final days of the campaign before Lt. General Burgoyne surrendered
to General Gates, the British retreated north and used much of ‘Old’ Saratoga
(Schuylerville and Victory) encompassing Victory Woods and the Saratoga
Monument site for their final encampment and defenses. The British
encampment on Saratoga Heights sat about 250 feet above the Hudson River and
overlooked the village of Saratoga (now Schuylerville). Lt. General Burgoyne
tried to retreat northward, but this position was so advantageous and well
constructed with earthworks that he was reluctant to leave it. The land was
thinned of trees and sloped toward Fish Creek giving the British a clear shot to
the land along the Hudson.

Nearly 17,000 American troops surrounded the fortified camp of the exhausted
British Army. Faced with such overwhelming numbers, Burgoyne surrendered
on October 17, 1777. By the terms of the Articles of Convention, Burgoyne’s

depleted army, some 6,000 men, marched out of its camp “with the Honors of
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War” and grounded and stacked its weapons along the west bank of the Hudson
River across Fish Creek from the Schuyler House. The American victory
restored the sagging confidence of the Americans in their own military abilities at
a time that confidence was most needed. The victory also brought foreign
recognition and assistance that made the final victory a reality.

The A.L. Garber Company, owners and operators of the former Victory
Packaging Corporation, donated the 22.78-acre Victory Woods site to the NPS in
1974. The park’s 2004 General Management Plan recognizes the historical
significance of Victory Woods as it does contain remnants of the British fortified
camp which are still visible along the wooded hillside.

The Saratoga National Historical Park, Old Saratoga Unit, Victory Woods site
preserves part of the site of the final defensive positions of the British army at the
time of their surrender in October of 1777. Saratoga NHP’s other unit, the
battlefield, along with its visitor center is about eight miles to the south in

Stillwater also along the western bank of the Hudson River.

SCOPE OF WORK AND METHODOLOGY

This project will provide critical landscape and archeological research to inform
thoughtful future resource management and treatment decisions. This volume
includes Site History, Existing Conditions, Analysis and Evaluation, and
Treatment. The document has been prepared in conformance with guidelines
established by NPS DO-28: Cultural Resource Management Guideline and The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic
Preservation. Consultation with the New York Office of Preservation and
Historic Preservation New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (NYOPRHP) is being conducted through the park and will continue
throughout the project.

VOLUME 1 CLR/ASA

Site History

The Site History section describes the contextual history surrounding Victory
Woods as well as its site specific history as outlined below in Table 1. The
historical documentary information was assembled from a variety of primary and
secondary sources including historic maps, photographs, correspondence, and
first-person narrative accounts.
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Table 1. Summary of the Site History section.

Title Period Description

Prehistory Pre-1609 Saratoga area Native American history pre-
European contact.

Contact 1609-1683 Saratoga area Native American history
post-European contact.

Colonial 1683-1776 Saratoga area European colonization
history.

Revolutionary 1775-1783 Revolutionary War history at Saratoga

War at Saratoga emphasizing the autumn 1777 period of
significance.

Rural Economy 1783-1846 Saratoga area rural economy history.

Victory Mills 1846-1974 Victory Mills operations and ownership of
Victory Woods.

National Park 1974-Present NPS stewardship of Victory Woods.

Service

Existing Conditions

The Existing Conditions section includes a narrative description, photographs
and a site plan, which document and classify the major categories of landscape
characteristics and features. The existing conditions site plan is based on both
site visits and the topographic and feature survey prepared for the Victory Woods
rehabilitation project. The earthen fortification features remaining from
Burgoyne's Revolutionary War campaign in Victory Woods had not been
adequately documented until now, and one of the biggest challenges concerning

their preservation concerned vandalism inflicted by looters.

Analysis and Evaluation

The Analysis and Evaluation reiterates the current National Register of Historic
Places status, and documents the period of significance associated with the events
and persons of the American Revolution. The physical integrity of the landscape
characteristics and features is evaluated to understand the site’s condition and
alterations over time. Through research, archeologically sensitive areas are
identified. Future archeological investigations will use the information contained
within the combined CLR/ASA to focus research. The evaluation of character-
defining features is detailed to aid the park with future Section 106 consultation
responsibilities. By comparing the historic condition with the existing conditions
of landscape characteristics and features, the report presents a list of
characteristics and features that contribute or do not contribute to the historic

character of the site.

Treatment

The Treatment section addresses the issues associated with protecting the
significant cultural and natural resources within the Victory Woods property and
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provides recommendations for the long-term management of the cultural
landscape. According to National Park Service policy, this report provides the
supporting documentation to guide the treatment of the landscape and is needed
before any major intervention. For the Victory Woods property, the treatment
plan provides guidance on visitor circulation and accessibility, earthworks
preservation, waysides and interpretation, viewshed and vegetation management,
and connections to other historic sites. The overall goal of the treatment
recommendations is to reinforce the National Park Service’s sound stewardship
of cultural landscapes as outlined in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for

the Treatment of Historic Properties (1996).

DESCRIPTION OF STUDY BOUNDARIES

Victory Woods is located in the Village of Victory within the Town of Saratoga in
Saratoga County of New York State (Figure 0.2). The 22.78-acre, rectilinear
Victory Woods tract overlooks Fish Creek to the east, a tributary of the Hudson
River. The tract is bounded by NYS Route 32 to the east and private residential
properties to the north, south, east, and west. Jay and Herkimer Streets terminate
at the southern property line where Herkimer Street continues as a dirt and
gravel park road that climbs to the center of the site. Monument Drive ends near
the northwest corner of the site and Schuyler Heights Drive ends at the site's
northern boundary. Dense forest vegetation covers most of the Victory Woods
landscape. Steep slope covers the eastern half while the western half is more

planar with some gradual slopes, mounds, and depressions.

SUNMMARY OF FINDINGS

Saratoga National Historical Park commemorates a vital phase of the
Revolutionary War, as the American victory at Saratoga is generally considered a
turning point in the war. The park's landscape played a decisive role in the
victory. All four of the park’s landscapes, including the battlefield, Victory
Woods, the Schuyler Estate and the Saratoga Monument, are thematically

connected.

Victory Woods shares the park's primary area of significance under National
Register Criterion A for its association with the American Revolution in the
National Register area of military because of the decisive role the area played in
the battles, siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777. The Victory Woods property
has archeological resources that have the potential to yield data related to the
war, thereby also giving the property significance under National Register
Criterion D. The recent Archeological Identification Study at Victory Woods
(May 2006) found resources that indicate the Victory Woods site was used

extensively by Native Americans has the potential to yield additional information

7



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT FOR VICTORY WOODS

about occupation during the Middle and Late Archaic Periods (8000-3000 B.P)
up through the time of contact with Europeans in 1609, thereby also giving the
property significance under National Register Criterion D. Evidence of early use
of the site included a roasting platform used to dry and cook foods, two
diagnostic projectile points, and hundreds of debitage flakes, which indicate that
the site was a lithic processing station. Victory Woods is potentially eligible for
listing on the National Register as a discontiguous contributing site within the
Saratoga NHP district. The site retains sufficient integrity, including location,
setting, association and feeling, to convey its significance for both the extended

period of Native American occupation as well as the Revolutionary War period.

The 22.78-acre cultural landscape of Victory Woods represents a portion
(perhaps about one fifth) of the original British encampment that covered some
100 acres and likely includes portions of the American volunteer (Loyalist) and
oth Regiment campsites. The landscape feels larger, however, due to the
undeveloped land to the east and west of the parcel. For a property to be eligible
for the National Register under Criterion A, it should retain the physical features
that made up its character during the period of its association with the important
event, i.e., it must retain the identity for which it is significant and be recognizable
if a person from the historic period were to view it today. The location of the
encampment, the spatial organization in association with the Victory Woods
portion of the encampment is still evident because the surrounding landscape has
been unaltered and remnant earthworks still exist on the brow of the hill
overlooking Fish Creek and the Hudson River. The site's general strategic
topography, as well as the form, plan, space, and structure of the southeastern
portion of the 1777 encampment can still be understood. Some period landscape
characteristics and above-ground features remain including a cannon battery, a
related subterranean gunpowder magazine, an angled earthwork south of the
wetland pond, a road/road trace, strategic eastern views (to NYS Route 32, Fish
Creek, and the site of the American forces beyond), springs, and the thinned
forest cover.

Beyond Victory Woods, the British earthworks have been lost except for possible
archeological remains. With the absence of historic structures on the site, the
landscape assumes a greater responsibility in conveying the site's history. Several
twentieth-century features on the site are not historic including the water tower
site mound, waterworks remnants, a barbed wire fence, park signs, and a
concrete ice house foundation. The thinned forest serves to camouflage non-
historic views to the north, south, and west and to shift the focus of visitors on
the historic setting that does remain. Itis critical that the land along both sides of
NYS Route 32 and Fish Creek not be developed further along the eastern edge of
Victory Woods to protect this setting.

The park’s 2004 General Management Plan identifies rehabilitation as the overall
treatment approach for park resources, including Victory Woods. This approach
recognizes the need for alterations or additions to the site while preserving those

portions or features which convey its historical significance. At Victory Woods,

features will be added to protect resources while allowing visitors to circulate
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through the site and learn about its history at interpretive waysides and key view

points.

A key issue that needs to be addressed as part of the treatment approach is
limited information and lack of physical remnants for the British encampment.
The treatment goals are to improve the visitors understanding of the events that
led up to the British surrender, preserve the extant cultural and natural resources,
and through interpretation, link the history of the discontiguous park sites so that
visitors understand the significance of the area.

The treatment section provides stabilization and rehabilitation guidelines for the
landscape associated with the construction of a universally accessible parking
area and trail network to provide access to the interpretive sites, the clearing of
select vistas to enhance understanding of the siege, and the locating and design
six to seven wayside exhibits. The treatment section also suggests ways that the
Victory Woods project may connect with other local historic sites including the
other two Old Saratoga Unit sites, Saratoga Monument and Schuyler Estate. The
project contributes to Section 106 cultural compliance documentation. The plans
are conceptual and schematic only; construction drawings were not produced as
part of this project. Treatment recommendations are made concerning the

protection of archeological resources.
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“PLAN de la Poisition de I’Armee Sous les Ordres de son Excellence le Lieutenant General Burgoyne a SARATOGA dan’t sur la Retraite
de Fremanns Ferme”.1777. A portion of the Gerlach Map of Saratoga in October 1777 that includes the three Old Saratoga Unit sites.
(Drawn by Capt. H.D. Gerlach. Negative Photostat copy, SARA archives (SARA 4947).
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PREHISTORY, PRE-1609

This chapter covers an enormous period of time yet comparatively little is known
about the prehistory of this northern area of New York State. Information
contained in this chapter has been pieced together from various archeological
discoveries to develop a chronological narrative for the last 11,000 years, when
Native Americans likely arrived in the Upper Hudson Valley following the last ice
age. The area of Saratoga, now Schuylerville, was important in prehistory for its
geographic position along the Hudson River, midway between present day
Canada and the Atlantic Ocean. Taking the Battenkill (a major tributary), also
known as the Dianondehowa, provided easy access to the east, and traversing the
Fish Creek provided access to the Mohawk Valley and points west. This
geographically desirable location, rich in natural resources, provided the

optimum location for settlement and cultural interchange.

PALEOINDIAN PERIOD (CA. 11,000-9,000 B.P.)

Archaeologists refer to the earliest inhabitants of North America as Paleoindians,
mobile hunters and gatherers adapted to a far different environment than the
present one. Dominant tree species included spruce, birch and alder and the
early immigrants likely hunted large animals possibly including several now
extinct animals." Whether or not Paleoindian hunters were specialized hunters of
the big game animals like mammoth and mastodon is a contested issue.

However, Paleoindian sites are characterized and identified by fluted projectile
points.” Paleoindian sites in the Upper Hudson River Valley include a quarry and
workshop site near Catskill, New York (West Athens Hill), a site near Coxsackie,
and one in southern Saratoga County where fluted points have been located.?
Archeological discoveries also indicate Native American camps at Saratoga Lake
and Lake Lonely by 8,500 B.P.*

ARCHAIC PERIOD (CA. 9,000-3,000 B.P.)

The Archaic Period is one characterized by changes in the environment,
subsistence strategies and life-ways for the Native Americans. The Middle
Archaic Period (8,000-6,000 B.P.) and Late Archaic Period (6,000-3,000 B.P) are
characterized by larger base camps and small groups moving seasonally through
the forest; hunting game, fishing, and harvesting seeds and nuts. The few sites
known from the early part of the period provide insufficient information to write
a detailed narrative for the period. Recent excavations at Victory Woods
revealed two diagnostic project points for the Middle and Late Archaic periods as
well as hundreds of debitage flakes associated with a lithic processing station,
indicating that the area was heavily occupied and utilized in the last 7,500 years.

Elsewhere, excavations done by Snow in 1977 and Starbuck and Bolian in 1980
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have revealed diagnostic projectile points (points distinguishing or characteristic
of a particular time) for the period.” Large sites at prominent water falls during
the middle Archaic Period are indicative of the importance of fish in the
subsistence strategy.® Excavations in the vicinity of Saratoga Lake have exposed
large black midden (refuse) deposits that are associated with anadromous fishing
sites.” The later portion of this period shows trends for population expansion
and a wider variety of subsistence activities including the use of shellfish and
nuts, the construction of fish weirs, and the use of controlled burning.* Mortuary
ceremonialism and ritual play an increasingly important part in the treatment of
the dead during the Archaic Period.’

An increase in variation and distribution of artifacts resulted in three traditions
based upon projectile point styles. The Laurentian (Otter Creek, Brewerton,
Vosburg), Narrow Point (narrow—stemmed, notched, triangular, often made of
quartz, Normanskill) and Susquehanna (broad, thin bifaces, Snook Kill, Orient
Fishtail) traditions have been associated with the later part of this period.”
Sizeable Laurentian components have been identified at a number of sites along
Fish Creek by Funk, the Schuylerville Water Pollution Control Facility site by
Brumbach, and near the shores or Saratoga Lake by Walch." The sites along Fish
Creek and areas around Saratoga Lake also contain numerous projectile points
affiliated with the Narrow Point tradition.” William Ritchie, in 1958, identified a
new cultural complex, near the Snook Kill in Saratoga County.” Small numbers
of these points have been found at most of the sites along Fish Creek. The
artifacts inferred that hunting was the primary activity, conducted with spears or
javelins.* Near the confluence of Fish Creek and the Hudson River, one of the
sites contained Susquehanna tradition components including Susquehanna
Broad and Orient Fishtail points, presumably associated with that site’s apparent

focus on spring anadromous fishing.” (Figure 1.1)

WOODLAND PERIOD (CA. 3,000 - 400 B.P.)

Whereas lithics (stone materials) are used to distinguish the various Archaic and
Paleoindian Periods, the appearance of ceramics on archeological sites is a
marker of the Woodland Period. The earliest ceramics known as the Vinette I
begin to appear on sites in the Northeast around 3,000 B.P.* These early
ceramics are derivatives of earlier soapstone bowls characteristic of the Late
Archaic Period. The earliest ceramics in the area are thin and ovate, and often
side-notched.” These Early Woodland sites are most commonly found along the
main tributaries of the Hudson River drainages, but rarely in upland areas or
along smaller streams.” Hunting, fishing, and gathering, without the cultivation
of maize, were activities employed by small groups of mobile Native Americans.”
Three Middle Woodland Period sites have been found along Fish Creek and two
of these near the Schuyler Estate.” Artifacts from the Woodland Period have
been found on top of Archaic Period materials, indicating that the same sites

continued to be occupied for hundreds of years.
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Endnotes

Another hallmark of the Woodland Period is the domestication of certain crops.
The most important crop in the Northeast in the Late Woodland period seems to
be maize, or corn.” Early cornfields have been documented along Fish Creek.”
Pit features have also been found at some of the Late Woodland sites, indicating
grain storage.”

CONCLUSION

This section of the chapter presents a very brief summary of the prehistory for
the northeastern United States and more specifically for the Saratoga area. The
exact impact of pre-historical events on the cultural landscape of Victory Woods
was unknown until the recent (May 2006) archeological investigations. The
excavations revealed a site rich in pre-contact artifacts indicating long term use of
the area. The artifacts underscore the geographical importance of the setting of
the Victory Woods parcel. The site is a relatively flat area, set close to, but above
the confluence of Fish Creek and the Hudson River. With the ease of travel to
the north, south, east and west, the area has a long history of human use.
Thousands of years later, General Burgoyne would recognize these same
attributes.

' Johnson, Eric S. Archeological Overview and Assessment of the Saratoga National Historical Park, New York. Amherst, MA:
The University of Massachusetts Archaeological Services, 1997, 15.

* Johnson, 15.
’ Johnson, 15.

* Skidmore College, Archaeological Sites of Saratoga Lake, Fish Creek, and Vicinity, Skidmore Archaeological Survey.
Reprinted courtesy of Saratoga Springs Urban Heritage Area, 1999.

> Johnson, 15.

°Johnson, 16.

’ Johnson, 16.
* Johnson, 16.

’ Johnson, 16.
** Johnson, 16.
"Johnson, 16.
" Johnson, 17.

" Ritchie, William. The Archeology of New York State. Harrison, New York: Harbor Hill Books, 1980, 134.

“Ritchie, 136.
® Johnson, 17.
“Johnson, 17.
7 Johnson, 17.
*Johnson, 17.
* Johnson, 18.
** Johnson, 18.
*Johnson, 18.
* Skidmore College.
* Johnson, 18.
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Figure 1.1: Projectile points (1-24); stemmed end scrapers (25, 26); strike-a-light (27); chopper (28); and knives (29-33) of the Snook Kill
phase from the Weir site, Rensselaer Co., NY. Collection of James H. Zell, Albany, NY (The Archeology of New York State, William Ritchie).
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CONTACT, 1609-1683

The influence of the Native Americans had a profound effect upon the evolution
of Northeastern New York and in particular the Hudson River corridor. The
contribution of these peoples remain in the form of trails, place names,
agricultural practices and products, customs, resource awareness, and wonderful
oral histories. An understanding of these peoples elucidates the significance of
the dynamic “Old Saratoga.”

The name Saratoga was applied to the hunting grounds used by the native
peoples that extended on both side of the Hudson River. There have been many
traditions regarding the meaning of the word but “place of herrings” seems most
fitting due to the large amounts of those fish found in the river and its tributaries.’

The tribe of origin that used and or occupied this part of Saratoga County was the
Algonquian-speaking Mohicans. This tribe is not to be confused with the coastal
Connecticut Mohegans, who are not related but have been mistaken over the
years because of differences in translations, and similarity of names. “Mohican,
Mahican, Mahiecan, Maykan, Muhheakunn, Moheakun” have all been
appropriate derivations for these eastern Mohawk Valley and upper Hudson area
Native Americans.” Oral history, memorized and passed down through the
generations preserved the knowledge and history of the Native American tribes
in North America. Hendrick Aupaumut, a Mohican historian missionary
schooled in Stockbridge, Massachusetts in the 1740s, wrote the following account
of his ancestors.” It provides insight into how the Mohicans came to inhabit this

area:

The etymology of the work Muhheakunnuk, according to
original signifying, is great waters or sea, which are constantly in
motion, either flowing or ebbing. Our forefathers asserted, that
their ancestors were emigrated from west by north of another
country, they passed over the great water, where this and the
other country is nearly connected, called Ukhkokpeck; it
signifies snake, or water where snakes abounded; that lived by
side of great water or sea, from whence they drive, the name of
Muhheakunnuk nation. We understand that they were more
civilized than what Indians are now in the wilderness; as it was
said that they lived in towns, and were very numerous, until
there arose a mighty famine which obliged them to disperse
throughout the regions of the wilderness after sustenance, and
at length lost their ways of former living, and apostatized. As
they were coming from the west they found many great waters,
but none of them flowing and ebbing like Muhheakunnuk until
they came to Hudson’s river’ then they said to one another, this
is like Muhheakunnuk our nativity. And when they found grain
was very plenty in that country they agreed to kindle fire there
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and hang a kettle, whereof they and their children might dip out

their daily refreshment.*

Today the official designation for this tribe is the “Stockbridge-Munsee Band of
the Mohican Indians.” In the 1660s the English colonial authorities referred to
the Mahican and other Algonquian-speaking Native Americans residing on the
Hudson River as River Indians.’ It was the Mahican interactions with the
Europeans that effected the change in relationship with the neighboring
Mohawks or Maquas, part of the Iroquois nation, consequently resulting in

Mohawk use of this territory.

The year 1609, marked by the simultaneous explorations of Samuel de Champlain
and Henry Hudson (the English commander of a Dutch ship), was to forever
change the way of life for the Native Americans. In July, Champlain, who
founded Québec in the previous year, explored an inland sea with 60 native
Algonquin warriors, when they encountered a “party of two hundred Iroquois
painted and plumed for war” in the vicinity of Ticonderoga.” A battle ultimately
ensued, with the Iroquois losing, fostering a hatred for these invaders. Years later,
the Iroquois would avenge this loss. Henry Hudson, an Englishman and
commander of a Dutch ship, entered New York Harbor in September hoping to
find a passage to the East Indies.” He explored the river as far north as Troy and
possibly Cohoes and claimed the country in the name of Holland.” Hudson saw a
land of abundance and came across some friendly Native peoples. He went on to
describe the Mohican people and their villages, often referred to as “castles, and

9510

prepared the way for Dutch trade and settlement.” Their palisaded villages were
established near rivers and creeks, usually on hilltops consisting of thirteen to

sixteen bark covered longhouses.”

With an average of 200 individuals per Mohican village, moving was done every §
to 12 years due to the loss of fertile soil and shortage of firewood.” The Mohicans
were successful cultivators, with maize, beans, pumpkins, squash, and tobacco
being their subsistence crops.” Some of that success can be attributed to their
practice of “brush burning”, where each fall the meadows and forests would be
burned."”* Mohican associations with this time period have been recovered from

215

an area along Fish Creek known as the “Lewandownski-Winney’s Rift site.

Subsequent traders made their way back to these territories and in 1613, the first
treaty for a trading post with the Dutch was established.” A year later Fort Nassau
was built. With the construction of the fort, it did not take long for the fur trade
to become profitable, but the implications on the culture and well being of the
Mohican society was tremendous. A number of Dutch merchants and ship-
owners were given an exclusive right to trade in America and assumed the name
The United New Netherlands Company. In 1623 the rights were transferred to
the West Indian Company and at the same time Fort Orange was built and the
area it protected became a Dutch settlement. The Dutch and the Mohicans had a
mutual respect for one another and few conflicts arose. In particular, the Van
Rensselaers, a prominent early Dutch family, pursued policies of appeasement

with the Indians and set the stage for future actions.
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The Dutch and the English had different concepts of land ownership. The
English believed “all titles to colonial land resided in the King, and that natives
living on the land had no rights to any part that was not actually under
cultivation, and then only if they had a grant from the King of England.”” In
contrast, the Dutch did acknowledge that the Native Americans were the rightful
proprietors of the land. This policy affected the nature of their transactions but it
did not alter their desire to occupy the native’s territory.” The relationships
among the Dutch, English and Native Americans would later prove a challenge,
particularly in association with trade routes, land transactions, and future wars.

Descriptions of Mohican territory relate that it extended from Lake Champlain
to Dutchess County to Schoharie Creek to Vermont, including the Old Saratoga
area (Figures 1.2 and 1.3).” This territory served as somewhat of a buffer between
the eastern tribes and that of the Mohawk-Iroquois. The Mohawks, known as
Ga-ne-a-ga-o0-no, which means “people possessors of the flint,” came south to
the area just before the European exploration.” As the trade industry flourished,
hostilities between the Mohicans and Mohawks escalated to a period of war from
1625 to 1628, with the Mohawks having the successful outcome. This resulted in
the loss of a vast amount of Mohican land vanquished to the Mohawks, which
predominately was on the west side of the Hudson River, and most likely
settlements along Fish Creek.” The Mohawks now had hunting and fishing
access to these formerly un-permitted lands. This overlap of Mohawk presence
on Mohican land could pose difficulties for archaeological assessments of

seventeenth-century village sites and hunting and fishing locations.”

During the 1630s there was more loss of Mohican land due to the transfer of
territory to the Dutch. Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, a wealthy diamond merchant
from Amsterdam, on 1 October 1630, formed the company which resulted in the
settlement of the “Colonie of Rensselaerwyck” and became the first patroon,
benefiting from his transactions with the Mohicans.” In a short period of time,
the Mohicans became economically dependent upon the Dutch, lost much of
their land, and lost many members to disease, mostly smallpox, influenza,
diphtheria, measles, and yellow-fever.” Their favorite Dutch products were wool
cloth, shirts, and knitted stockings, iron hatchets, alcohol, kettles, and guns
beginning around 1640.” On the other hand they were able to survive as a nation
on their territory, because of the cooperation they exhibited with Dutch requests
for this land.”

In 1642, “After having become possessed of fire-arms and practiced in their use,”
the Mohawks and Oneidas decided it was time for revenge against the French
and Algonquins for the defeat by Samuel de Champlain years earlier.” Their raids
into New France (Canada), which resulted in the capture of Father Isaac Jogues,
a Jesuit missionary, and two assistants, traversed close to the Old Saratoga area.
Father Jogues has been credited with being the first European to see Lake George
and four years later named it Lac du Saint-Sacrement (Lake of the Blessed
Sacrament).” This event provides an example of the movement of the various
groups that passed through this area by way of the network of trails that had long
been established by the Native Americans. The Mohawks had at least five routes
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to Montréal, the favorite was by Lakes George and Champlain, crossing the
Hudson River near Glens Falls. Another route was by the Fulton Chain,
Raquette and Long Lake and the Raquette River.” The Saratoga Trail began in
the Champlain Valley, went through Whitehall and on to Fort Edward and then
to Schuylerville, traversed Fish Creek to Saratoga Lake, then proceeded up the
Kayaderosseras tributary to the Mourningkill, over a carry to Ballston Lake, over
another carry into Eelplace (or Alplaus), and finally to the Mohawk River.”” The
Kayaderosseras Trail began at Ticonderoga, through to Lake George, went over
land, passing close to Glens Falls, and then proceeding through the towns of
Moreau and Wilton then veering west through a “pass south of Mt. McGregor at
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Stile’s Tavern, over near Lake Desolation, southwest through Galway.

The desire for control of the trade routes and acquisition of the land of the
Native American tribes resulted in numerous conflicts. French, English, and
Dutch perpetuated the war in an effort to gain control of trade routes and acquire
additional land. “The French allies of the Algonquins and the English allies of the
Iroquois took up and continued the long quarrel” for the possession of Northern
New York.” In 1664, Charles II granted to the Duke of York the lands between
the Connecticut River and Delaware Bay. In that same year the English took over
New Netherland and renamed it New York. The area known as Beverwyck,
which included the site of Fort Orange, was changed to Albany. The quest for
more land and the removal of the native residents was continued.

Another event that brought troops and Native Americans through the Saratoga
area was the War of 1666, often referred to as the Northern Invasion.” The
expedition of the French Governor, Daniel de Remi [sic], Sieur de Courcelle and
the Marquis de Tracy, Lieutenant General of New France (Canada), had the
intention of retribution against the Iroquois, who were a constant threat,
attacking settlers and often taking some into captivity.* This expeditionary force
of “six hundred regulars of the regiment Carignan-Salieres, six hundred
Canadian militia, and a hundred Christian Indians from the missions” came by
way of the Saratoga Trail.” This difficult journey during the middle of winter,
brought them close to the Victory Woods site as they journeyed westward up
Fish Creek to Saratoga Lake. At one point near Lake Desolation (close to present
day Saratoga Springs), the French troops almost starved for lack of provisions.”
This expedition claimed the country of the Mohawks in the name of France, and
in so doing was able to avenge the death of an officer named Chazy.” For more
than twenty years thereafter a comparative peace prevailed in the region while
traders and settlers moved north and south using both the Saratoga and
Kayaderosseras Trails.

One of the noteworthy friends of the Mohican Indian nation was Jeremias Van
Rensselaer. In 1671 he tried to attain a lasting peace between the Mohawks and
Mohicans. His death in 1674 was grieved by the Mohicans and relations were to
change because he would no longer be there to represent the native nations.
Without him the Mohicans feared that they would lose their land to the
Mohawks. At this time, the Mohicans were becoming decimated by war, disease,
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and other factors, hence they began intermingling with the Wappinger and
Housatonic Indians.”

Yet another war, in a series of wars, known as King Philip’s War from 1675 to
1676, involved the Mohawks siding with the English against King Philip of
Pocanokett, a Wampanoag chief. War again brought these groups of people
through the Saratoga area. The defeat of King Philip resulted in the dislocation of
some of the Wampanoag and Narragansett refugees to Schaghticoke, at the
urging of Governor Andros.” They were later collectively referred to as the
Schaghticoke Indians, serving as a buffer community, and some remaining in the
area until after the Revolution.

During the 1670s and 1680s large tracts of land were sold by these Native tribes,
bringing dynamic changes to northern New York. The Mohicans had a
continuing need and dependence for manufactured products during the various
wars with the Mohawks and other Indian Nations. The sale of lands provided a
quick way to obtain these products but with the loss of land came a loss to their
former way of life. The purchase of these lands became known as land grants or
patents with some of the most important being the Saratoga and Kayaderosseras
patents.*

CONCLUSION

While there is little documentation from the contact period of 1609 to 1683, it is
clear that the Victory Woods parcel was located by two major transportation
corridors, the Hudson River to the north and south and the Saratoga Trail to the
east and west. Settlement in the vicinity of the Victory Woods parcel would have
been difficult during this period because of the series of wars to claim this
territory. The Hudson River area was heavily contested during this time, and the
Mohicans gave up or sold most of their land along the river. Native American
ownership of much of the Saratoga area ceased in 1683, when the Mohawks sold
land that they had claimed from the Mohicans to a group of Dutch colonists as
part of the Saratoga Patent.
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Figure 1.2: Map of Mahican confederacy land, which includes the Saratoga area (From William C. Sturtevant,
Handbook of North American Indians, p. 198).

24



S1TE HISTORY

Figure 1.3: Detail of c. 1656 map of New Netherland shows American Indian communities on the Roelof

Jansen Kill (today at the border of Columbia and Dutchess Counties) as well as a Dutch location titled d’
Oude Ree, or “Old Anchorage,” south of Fort Orange (Albany). Henry Hudson advanced up the river to
about this point (From Shirley Dunn, The Mohicans and Their Land 1960-1730, Source: New York State
Library, Manuscripts and Special Collections).
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COLONIAL, 1683-1776

Significant changes occurred during this period marked by the acquisition and
settlement of lands by the European colonists, the loss of Native American lands
and their people and the continuation of conflicts and wars. The events, that
were to change the face of this part of northern New York State, were brought
about with the sale of former Mohican territory by the Mohawks. One of these
sales involved land that encompasses much of eastern Saratoga County and parts
of Washington County, north of Schaghticoke, and is known as the Saratoga
Patent. This patent consisted of a tract of land 22-miles long and 12 miles wide,
bisected by the Hudson River, totaling 170,000 acres and begins in the south at
the Anthony Kill, and extends north to a point opposite Fort Miller, at the mouth
of the Battenkill." The Victory Woods site is located within this patent, in Lot 5 of
the original subdivision or “old divided lands” not to be confused with the later
Great Lotts [sic] laid out in 1750. (Figure 1.4)

The transaction for the title to the land known as the Saratoga Patent took place
on 26 July 1683, between the Mohawks and the Dutch (colonists) in the presence
of a few Mohicans hoping for a portion of the proceeds (Nisis Campe; Knaep, a
sachem (chief); Keshuckamak; and Soquans, a sachem at Schaghticoke, as a
witness).” A memorandum added to the deed makes it clear that the land
belonged to the Mohicans before the Mohawks had fought and won it (see
Appendix B for the title abstract). It was purchased by a group of Dutch
(colonists) from the Albany area, namely Peter Philip Schuyler, Cornelis van
Dyke, Jan Janse Bleeker, and Johannes Wendel.’

Governor Thomas Dongan, granted a patent for this tract, 4 November 1684, for
which they were to pay an annual rental to the crown of twenty bushels of wheat.*
On 15 April, 1685, there were Articles of Agreement for division of arable land at
Saratoga between Peter Schuyler, Jan Janse Bleeker, Dirck Wessels, Johannes
Wendel, Robert Livingston, David Schuyler, and Cornelis van Dyke.” On 29
October, 1708, Lord Cornbury “re-issued” a warrant for the Saratoga Patent to
Colonel Peter Schuyler, Jan Jans Bleeker Esq., Johannes Schuyler Esq., (in place
of Johannes Wendel whose son Abraham sold it to him in 1702), Cornelis Van
Dyke, the grandchild and heir-at-law of Cornelis Van Dyke, deceased, Dirck
Wessels Esq., and Robert Livingston Esq.’ In 1750 there was a partition and
division of the Saratoga lands. The survey was done by John R. Bleecker who
subdivided it into Great Lotts from the river to the outer lands, not including the
already divided section of seven lots. Numbers were pulled out of a hat by the
children of the seven owners and each received an equal share in the patent.’
Further changes took place with this patent after the death of Robert Livingston
and a subdivision of his land was drawn up in 1767. Robert Livingston was the
owner of Lot 5 of the undivided lands which contained the Victory Woods parcel
as well as the land on which Schuylerville and Victory Mills were later built.
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The year 1684 brought about the sale of the land later known as the Hoosick
Patent. It was sold by the Mohicans to descendants of their old Dutch allies,
Egbert Teunisse, Hendrick Van Ness, Jacobus Van Cortland, and Maria Van
Rensselaer, wife of Jeremias Van Rensselaer.” Another large patent was granted
by Governor Fletcher for half of Warren and Washington counties to Dellius
Smith in 1696. In 1703 the Indian deed for the Kayaderosseras Patent was
obtained of the Mohawk chief but the patent was not granted until 1708.
Ownership was disputed for over sixty years as it was not until 1768 that the
Mohawks acknowledged the title of the Mohicans at Schaghticoke to lands east
of their bounds.” According to historian Nathaniel Sylvester, this patent was
probably the largest and most important land grant made in colonial times, which
included the greater part of Saratoga County.” Many other grants for patents
were issued during this time period and can be seen on the Sauthier map (Figure

L5).

Once the sales were complete, settlement was encouraged by the land owners. By
1689, a small fort and seven farms, of mostly French Huguenot refugees, occupied
Saratoga.” Threats from the Native Americans created unstable living conditions
this far north into the wilderness. It was reported by September 1669, that three
people were killed by Canadian Indians at Bartel Vroman’s.” In response to these
fatalities the Albany Council voted to protect this small settlement by means of a
blockhouse” or fort and a small garrison of men, which included some
Schaghticoke Indians.” This fort was called Fort Vroman [Vrooman], and was
most likely situated along the Hudson River, south of the present day Schuyler
House. The heights of Saratoga may have been an advantageous location for
observation and or safety for some of those early settlers.

With unsafe conditions, the Saratoga settlement was most likely abandoned
during the winter of 1689 to 1690 and the farms were later destroyed, as a result of
the invasion of Montreal and beginning of King William’s War.” This invasion
brought through this area an expedition of fifteen hundred Iroquois warriors
who were assembled to attack the French in New France (Canada).” On their
journey from their home territory they came by way of the Saratoga Trail. This
large invading force, with their numerous canoes, crossed Saratoga Lake and
then traversed Fish Creek.” Near the location of the present Village of Victory,
they had to portage their canoes down to the Hudson River and proceeded
north.” Once in New France (Canada) this expedition destroyed villages and
pillaged settlements over an area of nine miles.” Recorded as one of the most
horrendous events in Canadian history, this event brought England and France
to war.” Governor Denonville of New France (Canada) was removed from his
position and Count [Comte] de Frontenac became his successor.”

After an incident such as this, retaliation was imminent. It came against the
Iroquois and the English as Frontenac and his forces, made their way south on
snowshoes and from what is now Schuylerville, took the Saratoga Trail to
Schenectady.” On 8 February 1690, they decimated the settlement at Schenectady
killing sixty men, women, and children, including Hendrick Meese Vrooman and
his son Bartel Vrooman.” The French and Indians then withdrew, laden with
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spoils and twenty-seven prisoners and began their journey back to New

France(Canada) by way of the Kayaderosseras Trail.*

Plans were made by several of the colonies to avenge the French. On 1 May 1690,
the first American Congress was held in the fort at New York and it concluded
that an attack should be made by the army by way of Lake Champlain to
Montreal.” The army expedition was led by Major General Fitz John Winthrop
of Connecticut. They started from Albany and made their way north and on 2
August Winthrop recorded that they quartered at Saratoga where there was a
blockhouse and some Dutch soldiers.” The strategic location of Saratoga was
also used as a supply depot by Winthrop, and by subsequent expeditions.” The
army advanced not much farther than Whitehall where they encountered many
problems including smallpox and it was decided to return to Albany. Johannes
Schuyler, twenty-three years old at the time, was not satisfied with this failure and
appealed to Winthrop to continue with the plan to attack. He was commissioned
as a captain and proceeded to penetrate New France (Canada) with his volunteer
army.” On 13 August they made a surprise attack on the inhabitants south of
Montreal where they inflicted casualties, damaged property, and took prisoners.”
This small force returned to Albany by the end of August.

The success of this expedition prompted another the following year led by Peter
Schuyler, Johannes’s brother. Peter followed the same path and recorded that
they camped at Saratoga at the end of June and 1 August, 1691, they won the
battles, “the most obstinate ever fought in Canada,” the “French admitted in their
report to the home government.” The most significant outcome of the Schuyler
attacks was maintaining the trust of the Iroquois when good relations were
critical to “England’s hold on New York.” Apparently Peter Schuyler was not
accordingly acknowledged for his feats by the governing bodies of the colony.
Conversely the French and Indians held him a place of respect. The vengeance
among the French was so determined they attacked the Mohawks, burning their
castles (fortified villages) in 1693. King William’s War finally came to a close with
the Peace of Ryswick on 10 September 1697.”

Johannes Schuyler, and most likely the other patentees, wasted no time in getting
settlers to come back to the area as there is evidence of settlement in 1703. This is
supported by Lord Cornbury’s acknowledgement and his suggestion of
protection by a fort.” Another war, referred to as Queen Anne’s War began in
Europe in 1709 and extended to the colonies.** As war was most likely
forthcoming to the area, Fort Saratoga was built in 1709 by Peter Schuyler on his
land, on the heights east of the river and south of the Batten Kill, and a stockade
fort was built in Schaghticoke.” There has been some confusion about the name
Saratoga for a particular fort as the later one on the western side of the Hudson
was also referred to as Saratoga. Fort Nicholson, later known as Fort Edward,
and Fort Ann, were also constructed as part of a large plan for taking control of
New France (Canada).”® Saratoga’s strategic location made it ideal for a supply
depot for the invading armies. Different campaigns were organized against New
France (Canada) but none were successful. As a result, Fort Anne and Fort
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Nicholson, were burned making the fort at Saratoga the most northerly post.”
Queen Anne’s War was officially terminated by the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.%

The period after the war was a time of relative peace and the owners of the
Saratoga Patent, especially the Schuylers, continued to encourage development
of their lands. They retained ownership and oversight but provided leases to the
many interested settlers who began clearing land. The Schuylers took advantage
of the water power and constructed saw mills and grist mills and homes.
Transportation was a consideration for this part of the colony as evidenced by
the Legislature’s actions of 1721, which appointed the first road commissioners for
the district of Saratoga: Robert Livingston Jr., Col. Johannes Schuyler and Major
Abraham Schuyler.”” This was probably not happenstance as a crisis loomed in
that same year and it was decided that a fort had to be built at Saratoga,
presumably on the west side of the Hudson River and close to the settlement
there. It was Johannes Schuyler that furnished much of the material for its
construction courtesy of his mills.* The fort was built or rebuilt again in 1739 and

1744 or 45, with the life expectancy of such being five to seven years.”

Johannes Schuyler erected a brick house pierced with loopholes around 1720 on
his property located south of Fish Creek. Presently this house site is included
within the legislative boundary of Saratoga National Historical. Johannes
Schuyler later deeded the property to his two sons, Philip and John (General
Schuyler’s father), except for the grist mill which he initially kept for himself.*
Philip Schuyler, the son of Johannes, took up residence here and oversaw the
operation of the farm and mills.

With a more peaceful existence between the Native Americans and the colonists,
there were many land sales between 1730 and 1742, including large tracts in
Washington County and western Vermont. The French and the British were still
at odds and vying for land. The desire for domination by the French saw the
construction of Fort St. Frédéric (Crown Point was later built next to the ruins of
the Fort) in 1734, giving them the command of Lake Champlain. The English in
their same attempt at domination tried to establish settlements between Lake
Champlain and Saratoga. Colonel Laughlin Campbell of Scotland, visited present
day Washington County in 1737, resolving to found a settlement in the area that
became known as the Argyle Patent.” There were many problems associated with
this patent and it is not until the early 1760s that the Scottish immigrants actually
settle these lands.

The period of 1744 to 1748 was consumed with fear of the French soldiers and
their Indian allies from New France (Canada), as war was declared between
France and England. Those fears were not unfounded as numerous raids took
place. One of those raids was aimed at the settlement of Saratoga with
devastating consequences, and afterward referred to as the Saratoga Massacre of
1745. The settlement consisted of thirty one houses and two forts, presumably
one on each side of the river.* The fort on the west side of the river was not
garrisoned at the time of the attack and consequently Saratoga was destroyed 28
November.” Thirty people were killed along with Philip Schuyler, son of
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Johannes and Uncle to Philip John Schuyler (General), while defending his home.
Over 100 men, women and children, black and white, were taken prisoners and
only one family managed to escape.* The journal (found in the archives of
Quebec and later given to Col. Philip Schuyler) of M. Beauvais, a member of the
expedition from New France (Canada) that attacked Saratoga, recorded in his

journal an account of the proceedings:

We passed a very rapid river, [Fish Creek] for which we were
not prepared, and came to a saw-mill, which two men were
running, and in which there was a large fire... Coming out of the
mill, we went to the house of a man named Philip Schuyler, a
brave man, who would not have been seriously incommoded if
he had only had a dozen men as valiant as himself. M. Beauvais,
who knew and liked him, entered the house first, and, giving his
name, asked him to give himself up, saying that no harm would
be done him. The other replied that he was a dog and that he
would kill him. In fact, he fired his gun... Beauvais, being
exposed to his fire shot and killed him. We immediately entered
and all was pillaged. This house was of brick, pierced with loop-
holes to the ground floor. The Indians had told us that it was a
sort of guard-house where there were soldiers. In fact, I found
there twenty-five pounds or more of powder, but no soldiers.
We made some servants prisoners, and it was said that some
people were burned who had taken refuge in the cellar. We
burned no more houses before reaching the fort as this was the
last. We had captured everybody, and had no longer any cause
to fear lest anyone should go and warn the fort of our approach.
It was at quite a considerable distance from the houses where
we had been. We admired its construction. It was regularly
built, and some thought one hundred men would have been able
to defend it against 500. I asked M. Marin if he wished to place
a detachment there? He replied that he was going to set fire to
it, and told me I might go and do my best... We set fire to
everything good and useful; ...more than 10,000 planks and
joists, four fine mills, and all the barns and stables, some of
which were filled with animals. The people who were in the
field were in great part killed by French and Indians... The
number of prisoners amounted to 109, and about a dozen were
killed and burned in the houses. Our achievement would have
been much more widely known and glorious, if all the
merchants of Saratoga had not left their country houses, and
gone to spend the winter at Albany; and, I may add, had we met
with more resistance.”

The fort at Saratoga, located south of Fish Creek, was rebuilt, larger than the old
one, by the British in 1746 and named Fort Clinton after the governor.* It was
subjected to numerous attacks and scouting parties led by the French and Indians
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including one in December 1746 where the historian John Brandow, believes they
made observations of the fort from high ground near the present day Village of
Victory.” The French, along with 200 Indians, under the command of La Corne
St. Luc [Luc de la Cornel], attacked Fort Clinton in June 1747.” Even with the
cannon of the fort the British suffered heavy losses and were not able to stop the
invaders. After this disaster, by order of the Governor, Fort Clinton was
dismantled and burned by the British on 6 October 1747.” King George’s War
officially was over with a peace treaty signed in May 1748 at Aix-la-Chapelle.”

With no fort for protection settlement was probably limited. A picture of what
Saratoga was like can be ascertained from the records of Peter Kalm, a Swedish
naturalist, on his journey up the Hudson in 1749.

The country is flat on both sides of the river near Saratoga, and its
sod good. The wood round about was generally cut down...
Further on we met still with inhabitants; but they had no houses,
and lived in huts of boards, the houses being built burnt during the

war.”

There was a period of rebuilding during this time of relative peace until 1754,
when war broke out again with the French and Native allies. Once again Saratoga
saw thousands of soldiers and supply trains that traversed the great war path.
Fort Lyman, renamed Fort Edward, was built on the ruins of Fort Nicholson.
Fort Miller was constructed, along with a military road to Lake George on the
east side of the Hudson River by Colonel Miller. During the summer of 1756,
Colonel Seth Winslow and six thousand troops built Fort Winslow in Stillwater
on the site of the former Fort Ingoldsby.”

At Saratoga construction of Fort Hardy began on 19 August 1757 under the
direction of Colonel James Montressor, chief of the British Corps of Engineers.”
It was not a vulnerable fort because there were hills on either side making it a
good target for cannon fire; one of those hills being the Victory Woods site
(Figures 1.6 and 1.7). Prior to its construction there was a much smaller fort or
blockhouse located in the same angle of Fish Creek and the Hudson River that is
recorded on Montressor’s Sketch of Fish Creek.”” There was also a sawmill on
the north side of the creek, closer to Victory Woods, but it had been torn down
by provincial soldiers, making it difficult to accomplish the construction. Timber
for the fort was taken from the mainland and islands in the Hudson and stone
was procured from the nearby hills.” The fort encompassed about 15 acres with
two ranges of soldier barracks that measured 220 feet long, three storehouses,
and officers’ quarters 14 by 16 feet in size.” Fort Hardy was decommissioned and
dismantled by the British in 1770 but parts of it must have remained as the site was
again used in the Revolutionary War.

Other local actions included Abercrombie’s expedition, with 16,000 men and an
enormous supply train that passed through Saratoga, and his defeat against
Montcalm in 1758 at Fort Carillon. Philip John Schuyler, the later General, was
commissioned a captain in the Provincial Forces in 1755 and had participated in
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this expedition. Many soldiers later died from their injuries and were buried in
Fort Edward but also in unmarked graves at Saratoga.” General Amherst’s
victory at Carillon, including the building of Crown Point and Wolfe’s conquest
of Quebec took place in 1759.

In 1763, the French and Indian War had ended, Great Britain controlled New
France (Canada), and Philip John Schuyler began developing his Saratoga
enterprises. No longer threatened by the war, Schuyler led the development of
the Saratoga area. Settlement that was thwarted until this time now began in
earnest. Schuyler had inherited his uncle’s land as well as one third of his
grandfather Johannes’ and his father John’s land in the Saratoga Patent and began
the construction of his Saratoga estate. Schuyler commenced work on his
Saratoga house and rebuilt the mills as well as constructed a new grist mill on the
north side of Fish Creek, which later became the site of the Bullard mills (in
present day Schuylerville).” He also constructed the Dutch Reformed Church on
his land close to the corner of present-day Evans Road and U.S. Route 4, and in
1765, established a store that sold staples and agricultural supplies.” In 1767
Schuyler erected flax mills on his property.” In 1768, Schuyler purchased roughly
four thousand acres of land situated north of Fish Creek, from the heirs of Robert
Livingston. This would include the area later to become the present day Village
of Victory. At some point a mill was built in the area by Schuyler, known as his
upper saw mill. This was the mill that escaped being burned by the British after
the Battles of Saratoga.

Schuyler enticed others to settle on his lands, as did other patentees. With New
England running out of land, inducement to settle this part of New York was not
difficult. Many of those that did come, mostly from the New England colonies,
had fought in the French and Indian War and had become familiar with the area.
Religious persecution was also an incentive to find new homes and to start new
churches. The Society of Friends established a meeting in present day Easton as

early as 1773, and brought many members with them.

Philip Schuyler set out to develop an extensive colony or manor with the labor of
his slaves and many hired men. Barracks were constructed to house laborers and
artisans of all types. These people were engaged at the mills and fisheries in the
summer months when the fish swam up the Hudson and into tributaries for
spawning. “Local tradition says that farmers used to drive into Fish Creek and
with a dip or scoop-net literally load their wagons with shad and herring.”” A
lucrative trade was established with cities like New York and also the West
Indies. Schuyler had a schooner and three sloops for the transportation of his
goods. The raising and processing of flax and subsequent linen for weaving was
also a very successful endeavor.

As with his predecessors, Philip Schuyler did not sell his land but leased it out.
Charles Carroll, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, visited
Schuyler in 1776 and gave this description:
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I was informed by the General that it is customary for the great
Proprietaries of land to lease them out for three lives, on fee farm
rents, reserving by way of rent a fourth or more commonly a tenth
of all the produce. On every transmutation of property from one
tenant to another, a quarter part of what the land sells for is
sometimes paid to the original Proprietary, or Lord of the
Manor.*

There was rapid settlement from 1763 up to the start of the Revolutionary War.
The 1779 tax lists, one done in March and one in October, for the District of
Saratoga gives such evidence. Some loyalists left the area after 1779 while most
departed a short time before the Battles of Saratoga. There were 567 taxpayers
and 125 loyalist claims to land filed with the British Army. People were not
moving to this area between the start of the war and 1779. Looking at the local
regiment that mustered in the Revolutionary War, the list of the 13" Albany
County Militia also gives a good indication on the number of people that were in
this locale. By the time that the war broke out this land could no longer by
characterized as a wilderness.

CONCLUSION

During the period from the acquisition of the Saratoga Patent in 1683 to the
outbreak of the Revolutionary War in 1775, the landscape that includes the
Victory Woods parcel changed dramatically as the Dutch and British settled in
the area and established farms within each patent. They cleared the flat areas for
crops and the hills for grazing and constructed sawmills and gristmills. The
details, however, of historical events and land use activities from this period on
the cultural landscape of Victory Woods are vague. With its location by the
Hudson River and Saratoga Trail, the area continued to be both strategically
important and difficult to settle due to a series of wars and raids. In an effort to
prevent French and Indian attacks, a series of forts were built in the area,
including Fort Vroman [Vrooman] in the 1670s near the site of the present
Schuyler house and Fort Saratoga in 1709 on the east side of the Hudson River
and south of the Batten Kill. Indicative of the ongoing land ownership disputes,
the British built Fort Clinton in 1746 on the site of an earlier fort south of Fish
Creek, but a year later destroyed the fort. Similarly, the British constructed Fort
Hardy in 1757 on the north bank of Fish Creek by the Hudson River, but
decommissioned the fort in 1770.

Within the first division of the Saratoga Patent, Lot 5, which included Victory
Woods, apparently contained scattered development prior to 1745. Peter Kalm’s
1749 account suggests the entire area was devoid of trees. Settlement began in
earnest in the 1760s at the close of the French and Indian War. It would seem
probable that any remaining timber from Victory Woods was used in Schuyler’s

Mills and the site accessed via logging roads. The area was rapidly settled in the
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decade leading up to the Revolutionary War, though there is no documentation
of any construction on the Victory Woods parcel.
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Figure 1.4: Plat map of Saratoga Patent by John R. Bleeker in 1750, with annotations by author. The Victory Woods site is within the Old
Divided Lands near Fish Creek. The Old Divided Lands also include the first Saratoga settlement site, Old Saratoga (Schuylerville), and
the Schuyler Estate (S). Philip John Schuyler’s Lotts are shaded gray (Albany County Clerks Office).
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Figure 1.5: “A Map of the Province of New York, Reduced from the large Drawing of that Province, compiled from Actual Surveys by
Order of His Excellency William Tryon Esq. Captain General & Governor of the same, By Claude Joseph Sauthier, to which is added New
Jersey, from the Topographical Observations of C. J. Sauthier & B. Ratzer.” Engraved by William Faden and published in London in 1776
(New York State Museum, http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/im/imsauthier.html).
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Figure 1.6: “Plan of Fort at Saratoga, 1757.” Fort Hardy in 1757 built by the British at the mouth of Fish Creek [Fish Kill] where it empties
into the Hudson River. Twenty years later at this site, the British and German troops stacked and grounded their arms. The Victory
Woods site is not visible in the map and is to the left or west (Original at New York Historical Society dated 1757 by James Montresor.
Photostat of map, c. 1927, SARA 5549).
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Figure 1.7: “Plan of Saratoga, 36 Miles N by E from Albany.” Plan shows Fort Hardy at the mouth of Fish
Creek [Fish Kill] where it empties into the Hudson River. Note the “High Grounds” of Saratoga Heights,

which includes the Victory Woods site. Also note the saw mill in the vicinity of the Village of Victory, and
the road from Stillwater to Fort Edward (Manuscript map, c. 1757, unidentified artist, SARA 5549).
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR AT SARATOGA, 1775-1783

While the citizens of Saratoga were swept up in the turmoil of the Revolutionary
War from its beginning in 1775, the war did not physically come to Saratoga until
1777- The Hudson River was a vital transportation corridor and control of it
could influence the outcome of the war. This chapter describes the British
campaign that was launched from Canada in June of 1777 and the events leading
up to the battles in Saratoga in September and October. Information about the
battles and the subsequent retreat and surrender of the British is pieced together
from letters and accounts during and shortly after the battle, a collection of maps
drawn after the battle, and later accounts by historians. These documents
provide a general understanding of the events and use of the Victory Woods
parcel by the British. The findings of the recent archeological study focused on a
small portion of their camp and yielded little information about the encampment.
Several first-hand accounts are incorporated into the chapter, which relate to
battle and surrender, with little information specific to the Victory Woods parcel.

Additional details are included in Appendix C.

BURGOYNE'S 1777 CAMPAIGN EVENTS LEADING UP TO
SARATOGA'

In 1776, the first year of America's declared independence, King George III still
hoped to stifle the rebellion and return the erring colonies to royal control. This
created an opportunity for John Burgoyne, an ambitious, articulate British
general who had served in North America since June 1775. Back in England at the
close of the 1776 campaign, Burgoyne hoped to advance his position and
composed an essay to on strategy entitled "Thoughts for Conducting the War
from the Side of Canada."

The one consistent element in "Thoughts" was that a British army would move
down the traditional Champlain warpath from Canada to the Hudson and to take
Albany. Burgoyne's skill at political maneuvering was rewarded, and when he
returned to Canada in May 1777, it was as commander of the British invasion
force. He had been selected over a senior officer, General Sir Guy Carleton, who
remained in command in Canada.

Burgoyne assembled a “resplendent” army at St. John, Quebec, on June 13" of
1777. More than 4,000 British and 3,000 German regulars formed its core, with
Canadians, American Loyalists, and Indian allies bringing the total fighting force
to well over 9,000. As the troops set off south on Lake Champlain on June 30",
Burgoyne's army made a magnificent, seemingly invincible display (Figure 1.8).

In order to intimidate and “terrify” those who dared to make resistance to Great
Britain’s authority, Burgoyne formed an alliance with Le Loup, “chieftain” of the
Iroquois Native Americans.” During the march toward Albany, Burgoyne could
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not prevent these allies from wandering from the main body of the army, in small
parties, in all directions, plundering and massacring indiscriminately both friends
and foes; even a written protection from Burgoyne was generally disregarded.
On 25 July, the Allen family was scalped and Miss Jane McCrea was killed near
Fort Edward.” News of this atrocity, perhaps somewhat exaggerated by the
Americans, influenced many people to support the patriots to avenge these
cruelties and to free themselves from the arbitrary domination of Great Britain.*

After Fort Crown Point in New York was taken and secured by Burgoyne’s
troops, the first major obstacle in their path was Fort Ticonderoga on the New
York shore of Lake Champlain, which had been captured by an American force
led by Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold in 1775. Burgoyne’s forces recaptured the
fort in July of 1777. British victories continued throughout July. Although
American troops fought creditably at Hubbardton and Fort Anne, Burgoyne's
superior forces pushed them back relentlessly.

Major General Philip Schuyler’s American troops in defensive positions at Fort
Edward were dispatched to delay the British as best they could by obstructing
their marching path, but the value of these methods was not fully appreciated at
the time. Schuyler delayed the British as best he could by obstructing their path,
but the value of these methods was not fully appreciated at the time. Delaying
tactics became effective because Burgoyne was dependent on his long supply
line—the reason he put so much effort into pushing a road through the
wilderness. Schuyler's unobtrusive, unavoidable strategy of trading time for
space began to pay off in early August. Burgoyne, having finally reached the
Hudson, pursued a report that the area around Bennington contained valuable
supplies, especially horses, and organized a raid. The composition of this
detachment, consisting largely of dismounted German dragoons, was
questionable in view of its purpose. In a stunning surprise, militiamen under
Brigadier General John Stark of New Hampshire crushed the intruders on August
16 at what is called the Battle of Bennington. From that day forward Burgoyne's
confidence began to deflate, and as the long days of northern summer ran out, he

was filled with increased foreboding.

Schuyler's continued retreat subjected him to mounting criticism in Congress.
Behind the scenes an intense political struggle took place, and when it ended,

Schuyler was replaced by an old rival, Major General Horatio Gates.

Before Schuyler departed, he made another insufficiently recognized
contribution to the final outcome. As part of Burgoyne's plan, a column
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Barry St. Leger was supposed to march down
the Mohawk Valley and join him in Albany. Although an American garrison
stood firm at Fort Stanwix, Schuyler knew it could not hold indefinitely. At great
risk, he detached part of his already inadequate army to relieve the fort. Later he
placed Major General Benedict Arnold in command of the relief expedition.
Arnold never had to fight a battle. Instead, he gave St. Leger's Iroquois allies,

who had become disillusioned with the campaign, an excuse to depart. Without
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them, St. Leger had to make a hasty flight back to Canada, leaving Burgoyne more
isolated than before.

Burgoyne was under the overall command of General Sir William Howe. The
two were expected to cooperate, but the government in London had never
established how this was to be done. Howe, sure that Burgoyne would manage
on his own, determined to attack the American capital of Philadelphia. Unwilling
to chance a march overland, he put his entire army on ships. For more than a
month, from late July to late August, Howe's army was at sea, out of touch.
During this pivotal month, Burgoyne’s campaign began to unravel. When Howe
advanced on Philadelphia from the south, General Washington was inevitably
drawn off to oppose him. Washington had sent important units to assist in the
north; otherwise the two campaigns remained separate.

In August of 1777, some of Burgoyne’s forces made an initial attempt to cross the
Hudson River to the west side after constructing a bridge of logs or pontoons,
located to the north of what is now Schuylerville. On the 14" of August, British
General Fraser crossed with the advance corps of the army and encamped on the
heights of Saratoga to await Lieutenant Colonel Baum’s return. Baum, however,
did not rejoin Fraser after his defeat at Bennington, and on the 16" of August,
General Fraser led his troops back again to the east side of the Hudson, where the
whole British army remained encamped till the final advance made in
September.”

Burgoyne spent early September on the east side of the Hudson near the mouth
of the Battenkill, slowly accumulating supplies. By then he had absorbed the two
defeats on his flanks (Bennington and Fort Stanwix) and knew that Howe would
offer no immediate help. He could have turned back to Ticonderoga, but his
orders were to take Albany. To march on Albany, he had to cross the Hudson
River. Once he did so, he cut his supply line and committed himself to fighting
through to Albany.

Finally, on 13 September 1777, with sufficient quantity of provisions, supplies, and
artillery brought forward and with the cessation of the heavy rains, the Royal
Army crossed over the Hudson on a bridge of boats. The bridge of boats was
about five hundred yards north of the mouth of the Battenkill and therefore
about a hundred yards north of the present Dix Bridge which connects the
Village of Clark’s Mills with the western bank of the river. Not all of the troops,
however, crossed the Hudson River on that day. Some of the troops who crossed
over were deployed on the heights of Saratoga, the plains, some were put into
Schuyler's barracks in the area of the present Schuylerville Elementary School,
and others were assigned to protect Burgoyne's headquarters in the Schuyler
House.

On 15 September 1777, Burgoyne felt sufficiently ready to finally sever his
communication with Canada. General Riedesel, with the left wing of the army,
crossed the Hudson to Saratoga and the bridge of boats was dismantled.
Burgoyne's order of the day read, “The Tents are to be struck at twelve, and the
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Baggage loaded immediately. The Army was to march in three Columns after

having passed Schuyler's house.””

Burgoyne marched his army slowly five miles
to Dovegat, now called Coveville." Burgoyne followed the Albany highroad (part
of which follows the same route as the current US Route 4) for some seven miles
from Saratoga to the mouth of the Kroma Kill, at the outlet of the Great Ravine,

not far from where the American Army was dug in at Bemis Heights.’

Records of Burgoyne’s September advance do not elaborate on the heights where
the Victory Woods parcel is located, but Burgoyne likely recognized the strategic

possibilities of the area and, unfortunately, was soon to return.

THE SIEGE AND SURRENDER AT SARATOGA"

Burgoyne's goal to reach Albany determined American defensive strategy: under
both Philip Schuyler and Horatio Gates, the need to hold Albany was as strong as
the British desire to take it.” When Gates replaced Schuyler in August of 1777 he
found the American northern army gathered around the mouth, then referred to
as the "sprouts" of the Mohawk River. In September Gates moved northward to
a stronger defensive position at Bemis Heights, north of Stillwater on the advice
of a gifted Polish engineer, Colonel Thaddeus Kosciusko. This set the stage for
the clashes that became known as the Battles of Saratoga, for Gates's maneuver
left Burgoyne no choice but to fight if he meant to reach Albany.

Burgoyne attempted to break through the American barrier in the two battles of
Saratoga, on 19 September and 7 October. In the first he won a technical, but
costly, victory that left him no better off. The second, though perhaps not
intended as a large-scale action, nearly ended in a rout. At the close of the battle,
Burgoyne's position was so dangerous that he could preserve his army only by

withdrawing.

Ten days after the Second Battle of Saratoga, Burgoyne and his army were
prisoners. This last stage of the campaign divides itself naturally into three
phases: first, a retreat covering only seven miles in three days—S§, 9, and 10 of
October—and ending at the area now known as the Villages of Schuylerville and
Victory; second, a pause of two days while Burgoyne, although not yet entirely
cut off from retreat, nevertheless remained halted; and third, five days—from 13
to 17 October—during which he found himself surrounded, decided to retreat,

and finally surrendered.””

Burgoyne’s retreat began after dark on 8 October from the vicinity of the Great
Redoubt and became a terrible ordeal, as a beaten army dragged its artillery and
equipment over a narrow road that became increasingly muddy in a cold,
drenching rain. General Fraser had died that morning and was buried at sunset.”
For the retreat, the remaining Indians and Loyalists (Tories) with Captain
Fraser’s company of Rangers as usual formed the advance guard followed by
Riedesel and the German troops. Next came the 9" and 47" regiments, then the

heavy artillery and army wagons, and finally the rest of the British contingent.

43



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT FOR VICTORY WOODS

The British advanced corps, now under Balcarres, acted as rear guard.” Because
of the wet conditions, progress was slow, and it took a full day for the troops to
reach Fish Creek.”

Anburey relates that when the British arrived on the heights they chased off 500
or 600 American troops who were busy "throwing up intrenchments." Possibly
the British were able to make use of the work the Americans had begun. The
Americans, too, were in the vicinity of Schuyler's house on September 13 and
captured three men of the 20th Regiment as reported by General Gates in his
letter of that date to General Lincoln.” Other than the presence of American
troops that were in the process of digging entrenchments, there is little
description of the Victory Woods area.

During the retreat, Colonel Sutherland had been dispatched to reconnoiter the
area to the north before the retreat began. He informed General Burgoyne that
an American force under General John Fellows now occupied the heights of
Saratoga. The heights refer to the area from around Fish Creek over to and past
the present NYS Route 29, with Victory Woods representing a small portion of
this area. Fellows arrived at the heights on October 8 at eleven o’clock and
improved the fortifications on the heights prepared by Burgoyne earlier on his
way south.” However, as the retreating British army approached, Fellows
crossed to the east side of the Hudson and moved onto the high grounds there, in
what is now Greenwich and Easton.” Early in the morning of October 8, General
Gates, expecting Burgoyne would retreat, ordered General Bailey, with goo New
Hampshire troops, to also cross to the east side of the Hudson and hasten to the
aid of General Fellows, opposite Saratoga, and Captain Furnival was ordered to
follow with his battery.

At Saratoga, Burgoyne made another fateful decision, one that gave Victory
Woods and the surrounding area its importance in history. He might have
continued his retreat, though it would have been extremely risky, and sought the
safety of Ticonderoga and then Canada, but he was not yet ready to concede
defeat. He remained hopeful that luck would turn in his favor. In particular, he
was sustained by the hope that other British forces would come to his rescue. Sir
William Howe had taken the main British army to attack Philadelphia, so there
was no likelihood of support from that quarter. However, Sir Henry Clinton held
New York City with a force that was sizable and had received reinforcements
from England. Burgoyne and Clinton were not able to maintain communication;
only two of Burgoyne’s messages reached Clinton and only one was received by
Burgoyne during the campaign. In addition, Burgoyne may have clung to the
expectation of assistance from the north. Lt. Colonel Barry St. Leger, whose force
had been repulsed and scattered at Fort Stanwix in August, had reconstituted the
European portions of his detachment and, in a rather amazing accomplishment,
had retraced his and Burgoyne's routes and reached Ticonderoga in late
September.
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Burgoyne thus established himself in a fortified position north of Fish Creek,
extending through much of the present village of Schuylerville. Historian
Hoffman Nickerson in 1928 describes the placement as follows:

Most of his British troops and his remaining Tories he posted on the
southern part of the heights north of the Fishkill, [Fish Creek] where the
monument now stands. Most of his Germans were stationed
northeastward from them and north of the present village of
Schuylerville. The hundred odd Canadians and the German riflemen
were pushed forward to the westward of the other Germans, and the
remainder of the diminished German advanced corps formed a
connecting link between the German main body and the British on the
heights. The artillery park occupied a little rise on the flats east and a
little south of the German main body."”

Some historians, notably Nickerson, note that Burgoyne made a fatal error, in
effect ensnaring himself, when he took up the fortified position at Saratoga:
"Defensively Burgoyne's ground was strong. Paradoxically enough its very
strength was to hurt his chances by making him reluctant to leave it."* There can
be little doubt that security would have been appealing to Burgoyne by then, but a
more important factor is that, unready to concede defeat, he still looked eagerly
for relief from the south. In fact, Clinton launched an expedition up the Hudson,
which won some striking successes but was unable to travel far enough north to

aid Burgoyne’s army.

There is a tendency among writers on the Saratoga campaign to treat the siege
period as an uneventful interlude waiting for something decisive to happen. This
attitude is understandable in the sense that no great battle occurred and there
were few casualties. Yet this often neglected interval was essential in determining
the eventual outcome. Nor was it truly uneventful. One of the ironic events of
the entire campaign occurred on 11 October, when Gates, believing that Burgoyne
had continued his retreat, began a rash assault on the main British position across
Fish Creek. This poorly planned attack, which could have given Burgoyne the
lucky break he hoped for, was called back before becoming an American disaster
by a chance encounter with a deserter. A frustrated Burgoyne described it as

9921

"one of the most adverse strokes of fortune in the whole campaign.

As the siege continued, conditions in the British camp steadily worsened. Food
and water became scarce, the stench of dead animals pervaded the area, and the
entire encampment was exposed to constant fire from artillery and small arms by
the American forces. Burgoyne maintained his headquarters somewhere in the
main British camp, and it was here that he and his chief officers held several
conferences to decide a course of action from their dwindling range of
alternatives. Finally, it was from these positions that the British marched down to

surrender.

There are descriptions of the defensive works erected by the British.” The British

were possibly too harried to leave extensive accounts of an unpleasant episode;
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after the surrender the Americans apparently marched to the field of grounded
arms (site adjacent to the ruins of Fort Hardy) without passing through the
British camp, or at least commenting on it.” In what is unfortunately one of the
fullest descriptions, Thomas Anburey, an officer with Burgoyne, says only that
"the army was posted as well as the ground would admit of, fortifying our camp,
and preparing for any attempt that the enemy, from our reduced state, might be
induced to make."* Other than the evidence contained on the contemporary
maps, or that might be revealed by archeology, there is no clear information
bearing on physical details such as the size and extent of the earthworks or

whether logs or planks were incorporated in their construction.

There are two possible scenarios regarding the construction of British
fortifications. Burgoyne's recollection that his army arrived at Saratoga "in such a
state of fatigue, that the men for the most part had not strength or inclination to
cut wood and make fires, but rather sought sleep in their wet cloaths upon the
wet ground under the continuing rain," suggests that no construction of
earthworks could have taken place until well into 10 October.” Suffering from
fatigue, hunger and thirst, the men were not in good condition to do heavy work.
Some of the necessary tools may have been lost or abandoned on the confused
retreat from the battlefield.

Probably a stronger case can be made on the opposite side of the issue. The war
provides numerous examples of soldiers being able to throw up substantial
earthworks in a short time. According to Lieutenant Digby’s Journal, “The men
worked without ceasing during the night, and without the least complaining of
fatigue, our cannon were drawn up to the embrasures and pointed ready to
receive them at daybreak.” In this instance, the British had the advantage of
occupying works they had constructed to cover their crossing of the Hudson on
13 September, when Burgoyne made another of his irrevocable choices by
severing his land connection with Canada and beginning his final drive on
Albany.” As noted earlier, Anburey relates that when the British arrived on the
heights they chased off 500 or 600 American troops who were busy "throwing up
intrenchments." Possibly the British were able to make use of the work the
Americans had begun. Finally, earthworks offered the only protection from
bombardment, and despite their decreased physical abilities, the British troops
would have had a strong incentive to dig in. Thus, it seems reasonable to
conclude that the British earthworks were substantial, but possibly less
impressive than the major redoubts they erected on the battlefield.

New York State historian William L. Stone’s book Visits to the Saratoga Battle-
grounds, 1780-1880 includes accounts by Francois Jean, Marquis de Chastellux
(1734-1788), a French nobleman who published extensive observations of
America. He examined the Saratoga British encampment in December 1780,
barely three years after the surrender. His account confirms the position of
Burgoyne's forces but regrettably fails to describe the defensive works they

erected.”
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MILITARY MAPS OF THE VICTORY WOODS AREA

These and other subsequent descriptions are drawn largely from maps made at
the time (Figures 1.9 to 1.16). One of the earliest maps, titled “PLAN of the
Position w*" the Army under L. Gen' Burgoyne took at Saratoga on the 1oth Sept’
1777, and in which it remained till the Convention was signed,” from the British
Museum, is undated and unsigned, although attributed to Lieutenant William
Cumberland Wilkinson, 62° Regiment of Foot and Assistant Engineer based on
stylistic and artistic grounds. This map must date between 1777 and 1779. From
this map was drawn “PLAN OF THE POSITION which the ARMY under L."
GEN." BURGOYNE took at SARATOGA, on the 10." of September 1777, and in
which it remained till THE CONVENTION was signed,” now at the Library of
Congress (Figure 1.9). Also undated and unsigned, this map must have been
drawn by William Faden (1750-1836), and date to c. 1779, as it was a preparatory
for his 1780 engraving.

The map most frequently cited by any secondary source, historic or modern, is
“PLAN OF THE POSITION which the ARMY under L." GEN" BURGOINE
took at SARATOGA on the 10." of September 1777, and in which it remained till
THE CONVENTION was signed.” This map, printed by William Faden in 1780,
looks almost exactly like its c. 1779 manuscript predecessor (Figure 1.10). This
published map was printed specifically for Lieutenant-General John Burgoyne’s
A State of the Expedition from Canada..., and because of its wide distribution and
subsequent reprints, was widely and commonly accessible.

An undated and unsigned British map similar in some respects to the Wilkinson-
Faden series described above, titled “Plan of the Position which the Army, under
Lieutenant G.al Burgoine took at Saratoga on the 10oth of September 1777, and in
which it remained till the Convention was Signed [(16 Octobre)],” is far more
difficult to identify (Figure 1.11). Due to artistic and informational continuities,
this map could have been the first map in the series which led to the eventual
engraving of the Faden map. This map is written in English and was subsequently
deposited in a French or Canadian archive (“Archives Des Cartes”). This map is
also stamped with a Library of Congress stamp. The date “16 Octobre” was later
written into the title by the same pen which added other French writing. Though
the symbols differ, the map is essentially the same as the Faden map. Current

whereabouts of this manuscript is unknown.

Another manuscript map, more along the lines of a diagram, is also undated and
unsigned. Acquired by the State of New York in the early 21st century, this map is
commonly called the “Schuyler map” of Saratoga (Figure 1.12). Because of
information incorporated in the map, it must be of British origin (or an American
map using post-campaign British intelligence). It may be anything from an early
manuscript or perhaps a later tracing or otherwise drawing taken from Faden’s
common 1780 print. This map shows the location of British and American troops
in relation to the major roads and water courses, and provides little unique
information.
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One of the most important maps of Saratoga produced in the eighteenth century
was researched extensively by Stephen G. Strach, a Park Technician at Saratoga
NHP, in 1981, titled “PLAN de la Position de I'arme sous les ordres de son Excellence
le Lieutenant General Burgoyne a SARATOGA etant sur la Retraite de Fremanns
Ferme” (Figure 1.13). The park’s copy of this map is in the form of a photostatic
transparency, and is still believed to be the only copy known to exist. The
original, undated map was either drawn by or printed by “H C Degeling.”
Original textual reference on the map admits that the map was “copied” by
Degeling from an original map prepared by “H D (Heinrich Daniel) Gerlach”;
this map is still extant. The similarly titled “PLAN DE LA POSITION DE I'arme
sous les ordres de son Excellence le Lieutenant General Burgoyne A SARATOGA
ETANT SUR LA RETRAITE de Fremanns Ferme” is also undated, and although it
is also unsigned, the obvious artistic relation between it and Degeling’s map is
clear. Gerlach’s original manuscript is located in Hessisches Staatsarchiv,

Marbourg, Germany.”

Gerlach’s original, and subsequently, Degeling’s later copy, covers a much larger
area, has far more detail, and offers an alternate view of fortifications, roads,
buildings, and unit positions than any of the British generated maps. Although
William Wilkinson (the probable artist of the original British manuscript from
which Faden made his engraving) was an able artist, as seen in his maps of the
fields where the Battles of Saratoga where fought, he was an “assistant engineer,”
meaning, he was an infantry officer tasked with supplemental artistic duties of an
undocumented extent. He was not an officer of the British Corps of engineers,
the officer corps of which was apparently unproductive in the topic of
mapmaking (save for Lieutenant Desmaretz Durnford, captured during the Battle

of Bennington).

Conversely, Captain Heinrich Daniel Gerlach, General von Riedesel’s chief
engineer and deputy quartermaster general, was a professional mapmaker, and
was trained in Braunschweig’s Collegium Carolinum. A very large number of his
pre- and during-war cartographic sketches and drawings are extant, including his
famous manuscript depicting the Battle of Hubbardton (engraved for A State of
the Expedition from Canada by Faden). Therefore, his map of the Saratoga siege
field is superior in its detail and expanse to all British versions, as would be
expected from such an experienced professional with a long standing precedent
for excellent mapmaking. However, because Gerlach’s map was unknown to
earlier historians (and most today), it did not figure and their research. Some
notable differences in the Gerlach map include a different road system, different
field boundaries, multiple small earthworks, some in the form of fleches or
redans, east of Victory Woods, and a different configuration of earthworks in the

center of the British camp.

A detailed map, originally drawn by Isaac A. Chapman after an unknown
American officer, is titled “PLAN OF THE POSITION TAKEN BY GENL
BURGOYNE ON THE 10TH OF OCT.R 1777 IN WHICH THE BRITISH ARMY
WAS INVESTED BY THE AMERICANS UNDER THE COMMAND OF
GEN.L GATES AND SURRENDERED TO HIM ON THE 16.TH OF OCTOBER
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THE SAME YEAR?” (Figure 1.14). Only the engraved version of the map exists,
executed by “G[ideon] Fairman” (1774-1827), and published by Moses Thomas
for the Analectic Magazine, Philadelphia, 1818. This map incorporates most of the
1780 Faden map information (including specific British unit information and
general map orientation). However, certain elements of this map are unique, and
this should not be considered as nothing more than a 1780 Faden map re-
incarnation. This map shows that the British camp fronted on a road leading to
the main north-south highway along the river and was set back from the edge of
the plateau on which the upper portion of Victory Woods is situated.”” The map
also indicates British artillery emplacements, as well as the positions of the
various units—generally conforming to the other maps. Two maps by Walworth
present the same information as earlier maps (Figures 1.15 and 1.16).

An interpretation of data in earlier maps was prepared by Saratoga historian John
Henry Brandow. In his The Story of Old Saratoga, first published 1906, Brandow
plotted the positions shown by Faden on the contemporary street layout of
Schuylerville (See Figures 1.30 and 1.31). Supported by the physical evidence of
earthworks, Brandow shows the main British encampment extending from the
vicinity of the Saratoga Monument through much of the Victory Woods.
Subsequent analysis, confirms the general accuracy of Brandow's graphic
depiction, which has remained the basis for the later interest in protecting

Victory Woods.

The numerous historic maps, assisted by Brandow's interpretation, are sufficient
to establish that Victory Woods includes an important part of the main British
camp. It was the setting for the climactic, but relatively unknown, phase of the
campaign, an episode of siege radically different from anything that had occurred
previously. Burgoyne allowed possible opportunities for escape to slip away as
Gates, with overwhelming numbers, closed a ring around the British army.

DAILY ACCOUNTS OF THE SIEGE AND SURRENDER AT
SARATOGA*

This section provides a detailed account of the events and a closer look at the
characteristics of the landscape using available primary and secondary
documentation. Further detail is provided in Appendix A.

OCTOBER 9™

On the evening of October gth at about four o’clock, the British army reached
Fish Creek, and crossing the ford, took possession of the heights of Saratoga
abandoned by Fellows' troops earlier that day. Logging roads led up the
hillsides.” The British witnessed the rear troops of General Fellows climbing the
eastern river bank after fording the Hudson.” The southern end of the Heights
sloped toward the creek giving the British a clear sweep to the land on both sides
of the creek.* Except for the upright piers and sleepers the bridge over Fish
Creek had been destroyed by Fellows, so that those soldiers were compelled to
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wade. The creek was fordable at most points at this time before the dams and
other engineering works connected with the Victory Mills were in existence.”
The artillery and some infantry to protect it, however, were left south of the creek
until the following morning for it was already dark when the point of crossing
was reached.”® Burgoyne's boats with the baggage and provisions had to be left at
the mouth of Fish Creek. Three American batteries erected on East side of the
river open their fire on the British. When a party of men began to carry the stores
from the boats to the Heights, they were fired upon by American field pieces and
compelled to retreat back to their camp. Several of the abandoned bateaux were
subsequently captured by the Americans.

Burgoyne’s troops had been twenty-four hours in marching a distance of eight
miles in a heavy rain-storm, and, scarcely able to stand from cold and exposure,
bivouacked in the darkness on the sodden ground, without food and without
campfires, till the morning of the 1oth.” Burgoyne on the other hand took shelter
in the Schuyler house just southeast of the destroyed Fish Creek bridge and
enjoyed the comforts of the great house. Brigadier-General John Hamilton with
the 20th, 21st, and 62nd remained south of the creek as headquarters guard.38
That same night, Schuyler's barracks containing the British sick and wounded
caught fire and were consumed. This was a calamity for it was raining
incessantly. Added to this misery were the shots heard every now and then from
the other side of the river.”

OCTOBER 10™

On 10 October, Burgoyne dug in on the heights north of Fish Creek in present
Schuylerville and Victory. Burgoyne had waded across Fish Creek during the
morning as troops brought the artillery across.*” He ordered carts to be drawn up
to men and provisions issued immediately with messes cooked as soon as
possible. Burgoyne’s provisions, however, were running low. Meanwhile British
boats coming up the river were being fired upon and captured by the Americans.

41

Burgoyne posted most of his British troops and remaining Tories or American
loyalists on the southern part of the heights north of Fish Creek (within the area
covered by Victory Woods and the Saratoga Monument). Most of his Germans
were stationed northeastward from them and north of the present village of
Schuylerville. The hundred-odd Canadians and the German riflemen were
pushed forward to the westward of the other Germans, and the remainder of the
diminished German advanced corps formed a connecting link between the
German main body and the British on the heights. The artillery park occupied a
little rise on the flats east and a little south of the German main body. The
position was covered on the east by the Hudson and on the south by Fish Creek.
The position had the great advantage of much open ground affording a clear field
of fire and a favorable terrain for the close-order tactics of regular troops. Not
only were the river meadows under cultivation, but also a broad strip northward
from the Fish Kill and a considerable patch westward from the German main

body. Except for this patch, the ground to the west was wooded, but only thinly
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so0. Moreover, Burgoyne had the advantage of reoccupying the works thrown up
by his British troops while posted there on September 13 and 14, and may have
been able also to use the breastworks thrown up by Fellows on the gth.*

Strategically and with reference to the campaign as a whole, it was a poor position
with the Hudson between Burgoyne and retreat. Moreover, he was now ten
miles farther removed from any help that might come from the south. His most
dire problem, however, was the shortage of supplies. The most impregnable
position is of little use to a starving army.”

The position was stronger for the British than the Germans, who were camped on
lower ground and exposed to fire from both front and rear. Although some
British sources indicate that the entire British camp was vulnerable to small arms
and cannon fire of the American batteries posted on the heights around, and the
camp was fired upon all day from every side.* General Fellows and his force
were posted on the hills on the east side of the Hudson, upon the site of old
colonial Fort Clinton. Fellows occupied this strong position to cut off the retreat
of the British in that direction. A strong detachment of American troops had also
been sent by General Gates to take possession of the roads and bridges above
Saratoga, in the direction of Ft. Edward, and the British army was already
hemmed in and surrounded on every side by the Americans.” Gates did not
reach the south bank of the Fish Kill with the main body of his army, until four
o’clock in the afternoon of the 1oth. Upon his arrival, he encamped his army
along the heights bordering Fish Kill (presently Fish Creek on the south opposite
the British camp.*

Since his position at Saratoga was strong, it seemed both easier and safer to hold
it with the bulk of his force while some of his troops prepared a crossing farther
to the north.” Burgoyne and his council of British generals were resolved to leave
his artillery and flee to Fort George. Accordingly he sent Sutherland, with the six
battalion companies of the latter’s 47th regiment, also the gth, some Canadian
(Captain Samuel McKay’s Corps) volunteers, and the artificers of the army, to
march up the west bank of the Hudson toward Fort Edward, about twelve miles
north.” The detachment of artificers, under a strong guard, was sent to repair
bridges and to open aroad. The road on the west side terminated at the crossing
that Burgoyne used on his advance, but it was now covered by General Fellows’
artillery. Sutherland found the Americans at Fort Edward and guarding all of the
nearby fords. When this news was brought back to Burgoyne, he expected an
attack because they were well surrounded by the rebels.”

About four in the afternoon of 10 October, Gates' army reached Saratoga. As the
army approached, Burgoyne ordered Schuyler's house and mills burned to
prevent American lodgment behind them. When the Americans arrived they saw
the army's bateaux at the mouth of the Fish Kill being unloaded. American
artillery soon dispersed the unloading party, but the Americans themselves were
dispersed by the British artillery fire from the heights.” As Gates approached,
Hamilton withdrew his three regiments across the Fish Kill.”
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American Colonel Wilkinson wrote about deficient provisions and incessant rain

while describing the pursuit:

...our front reached Saratoga about four o'clock, where we discovered
the British army encamped on the heights beyond the Fish-kill, General
Fellow's corps on the opposite bank of the river, and the batteaux [sic] of
the enemy at the mouth of the creek, with a fatigue party busily
employed unloading and conveying their contents across the plains to
the heights. The commanding officer of artillery, Major Stevens, ...ran a
couple of light field pieces down on the plain near the river, and opened
a battery upon the batteaux [sic] and working party at the landing, which
soon dispersed it; but he drew the fire of the enemy's whole park upon
him from the heights, which obliged him to retire after the loss of a
tumbril, which was blown up by a shot from the enemy, and caused a

shout from the whole British army.”
OCTOBER 1™

The early morning of 11 October was active for the American forces. A letter from
Colonel Rufus Putnam to Major General Horatio Gates, dated 26 October 1778
reviews Captain Nathan Goodale’s service record, in hopes that he (Goodale)
might be exchanged. “It was he [Goodale] that (when Gen. Nixons Brigade
crossed the creek at Saratoga) with 40 men took Lieu’ Nailer [William Pendred
Naylor, 62d Regiment of Foot] with a guard of 35 British soldiers without fireing a
gun which he Effected by a singular command, boldness & Address.” General
Gates, supposing that General Burgoyne would continue his retreat northward
and perhaps take all but his rear guard, ordered an advance on the British
encampment across the creek at daybreak.” The British army, having reason to
expect an assault by the Americans, had drawn up into battle formation while
covered by early morning fog.>* Their position was discovered in time but there
was heavy fighting before the advance American forces could withdraw to the
wooded area west of Burgoyne’s entrenchments. Lieutenant Digby observed,
“Their cannon and ours began to play on each other.”” Again, as reported by an

anonymous British officer:

The fog clearing, we observed the Enemy throwing up Batteries,
which they began to Fire from towards Ev’ning. They were

answered by ours, but the Fire on either side was not heavy.”

The Specht Journal recorded:

At about 10 o’clock in the morning, the enemy also organized
cannon on a height that side of the river [East side of the Hudson
River]. With them, they in part cannonaded our train and baggage
stationed on the grounds, and our regts had all these things in our
rear...but our cannon began aiming against them with such good
effect that the enemy had to withdraw one gun into the woods.”
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According to the historian Nickerson:

At daybreak through the usual fog the army advanced, Colonel Morgan
keeping to the edge of the bluffs and the main body moving along the
flats according to orders. Morgan was the first to cross the creek, which
he did about three quarters of a mile west of the ruins of Schuyler’s
house and somewhere near the present site of the Victory Mills. A little
less and he would have blundered against the British infantry.
Fortunately, however, some instance made him doubt whether
Burgoyne had indeed retreated. Accordingly after sustaining some loss
in driving in a British picket, he halted. At this point Colonel Wilkinson
appeared riding forward through the fog. He found Morgan uneasy as
to his position with the creek in his rear, but uncertain what to do
because of his ignorance of the ground. Wilkinson, on the other hand,
knew the region well through his experience of it during Schuyler’s
August retreat. He therefore advised Morgan to incline to the left so that
he could not be pinned against Fish Creek in case of an attack by
superior numbers. At the same time he promised to support the riflemen
with two brigades from the main body. To this end he galloped back to
Gates, who gave the necessary order. Wilkinson, returning, found
Learned acting in command of his own and Patterson’s brigades,
brought both brigades across Fish Creek, and assigned them a direction
which had they continued their march would have brought them full
upon the British main body (on the Heights including Victory Woods).”

While this was going on, Nixon’s and Glover’s brigades were preparing
to cross Fish Creek lower down near its mouth. Although the men of the
captured British picket reported the main body of the invaders still in
position, nevertheless, the movement continued. Nixon, being senior to
Glover, was first to cross. Glover was about to follow him when he saw a
single British soldier fording the creek from north to south. Under
examination the man said that he was a deserter, that Burgoyne’s main
body had not moved, and that even the detachment sent toward Fort
Edward had now returned. Threatening the fellow with instant death if
he lied, Glover sent him off at a gallop under escort to Gates, who was as
usual well in the rear. At the same time he halted his brigade and sent
forward to Nixon, suggesting that the latter should recross the creek. A
German deserter appeared who confirmed the story of his British
comrade. Nixon halted. At this point the fog suddenly lifted, revealing
Burgoyne’s whole army in position and under arms. They promptly
opened fire with small arms and artillery upon Nixon’s men, whereat the
latter scurried back in disorder to the southern bank of Fish Creek.
Meanwhile Wilkinson, who had been buzzing about, was concerned for
Learned. A recent standing order prescribed a general advance in case
of a hostile attack upon any one point. Accordingly the adjutant-general
feared lest Learned, hearing the firing near the river, might involve

himself in a disadvantageous action against the British farther to the
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west. He therefore galloped back to Learned, who he found resolutely
advancing up the steep slope toward the enemy entrenched upon the
heights where the monument now stands. Straining, and in fact
exceeding his authority as adjutant-general, Wilkinson told the old
brigadier that he must retreat. Learned objected that Wilkinson could
show no order from Gates and that the standing orders were to attack.
‘Our brethren,’ said he in the Biblical language so familiar to eighteen-
century New England, are ‘engaged upon the right.” To his credit
Wilkinson persisted. Several field officers of Learned’s command
chimed in to the same effect and at last Learned gave the order to retreat.
The British, who had been watching with shouldered arms, fired upon

his men as they began to draw off, but inflicted only slight loss.”

Although the British surprised the Americans and held off their advance,
conditions in their camp were worsening.” They were forced to bring oxen and
horses into camp, as there was no safe forage. Dying animals created an
unbearable stench. A German picquet quitted their post and went over to the
Americans. Most of the British bateaux were captured or destroyed.”
Cannonading continued by both sides, and every spot of the encampment was
reached by the American guns. Burgoyne’s council of officers resolve to
immediately march for Lake George, but all ready, Burgoyne postponed it.

OCTOBER 12™

On 12 October there was limited artillery fire. “Several Shot exchanged with
Artillery.
that a siege was the best strategy to starve Burgoyne into submission. General

3962

By this date, Gates decided rather than risk another military advance

Gates took measures to pressure Burgoyne more closely on the west. Morgan,
who had remained north of Fish Creek, was now reinforced by Learned’s
brigade. On the northwest, however, the invaders were not yet surrounded.” In
the small hours of the night the Americans closed the gap. Troops were ferried
over on rafts from the mouth of the Battenkill to the west bank and stationed
under the command of General Stark. To this day the steep little hill in that
vicinity is known as Stark’s Knob.*

With Gates to the south, Morgan to the west, Fellows to the east, and Stark to the
north, the encirclement was complete. By this time, the Americans outnumbered
the British three to one. Troops were beginning to leave, including Canadian
drivers who escaped in the evening and left camp. Realizing his predicament and
hoping to forestall an American attack while waiting for help from General
Clinton to the south, General Burgoyne considered a plan to withdraw under
darkness.” Neither withdrawing nor surrendering was attractive.*

OCTOBER 13™

In the morning of 13 October, Burgoyne and his army found themselves as last
surrounded. Although it was only the fourth day through which they had held
their present ground, they were nevertheless feeling the hardships of a siege. The
camp reeked from the bodies of cattle and horses dead for want of forage. Their

54



SITE HISTORY

provisions were nearly consumed and ammunition was running out. There was
hardly a spot within the lines that was not exposed to the rifles and cannon of the
rebels. During the previous night, the British had to throw up a traverse, because
lines were being enfiladed by American fire. Captain Furnival’s battery ordered
back from Fort Edward, to occupy and repair their former position.”
Meanwhile, some other auxiliaries were deserting, and the effective rank and file
of regular infantry were now reduced to about thirty-five hundred, of whom less
than two thousand were British.” Despite their dire circumstances, the
cannonades on both sides and the shooting of the outposts at each other did not
stop the whole day and the British artillery continued to demonstrate its
superiority.”

Around noon, from this battery on the height across the river, the
enemy cannonaded the houses which lay at the right wing of the
Hesse-Hanau Regt., where sick and wounded officers were
quartered. They also tried to fire at our regt. from there. But because
our 12-pound cannon, located in an entrenchment of the Hesse-
Hanau regt. were making a lively counterfire against the enemy
battery mentioned above, their 6-pounders were soon silenced. In
fact, the enemy was vastly inferior to us in the use of artillery. During
all these days, they had inflicted little damage on us while they had
suffered great losses from our cannon as they later admitted.””

Burgoyne called in second council of war this day of not only his generals, but
also his field officers and even the officers commanding corps. Unanimously

they decided surrender on honorable terms.”
OCTOBER 14™

Burgoyne called another British council of war on 14 October. All the field
officers and captains of corps decided to parley with Americans. Major Kingston
carried the flag of truce and there was an armistice until sunset. Burgoyne held
another council at night. He rejected Gates’ terms of unconditional surrender as
dishonorable. Kingston went to Gates again, and the armistice was extended
until ten o’clock in the morning the next day. Burgoyne still had hope that
General Clinton would arrive or some other unforeseen circumstance might

extricate him from his many difficulties.”
OCTOBER 15™

On 15 October, as Burgoyne's hope for rescue faded, American and British
representatives met at the appointed hour on Schuyler's property "on the first
bank above General Schuyler's saw mill" to discuss, sign and exchange the
articles of capitulation. They parted at eight o’clock that evening to report to
their respective commanders.” General Gates had stipulated that the capitulation
must be finished by three o’clock in the afternoon and that the troops should
leave their entrenchments and lay down their arms at five.”*
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Burgoyne was suspicious of Gates’ demands and insisted on marching out with
full honors of war before grounding arms, to which Gates agreed. The long
negotiations of that day concluded Burgoyne accepting the modified terms at

eleven o’clock that night.”
OCTOBER 16™

The morning of 16 October was spent on exchange of correspondence regarding
the alleged detachment of American troops while the surrender terms were being
arranged.” Burgoyne sent a message to Gates saying that he was informed that
the latter had detached a considerable force and by so doing had lessened the
numerical superiority which had in the first place persuaded Burgoyne to
negotiate. He therefore ‘required’ that two of his officers be allowed to go and

see for themselves whether Gates’ superiority still existed.”

Burgoyne was trying to delay and change the treaty as he had learned of the
success of Clinton at Esopus. In reality, however, the majority of Burgoyne’s
officers were as anxious as the American command to have the convention
signed. And some felt they could no longer depend upon their men to fight.”

In Burgoyne’s camp a last council was held. In spite of Gates’ pledge that no
detachment from the American army had been made, Burgoyne was still
determined not to sign the treaty on the consideration of the point of honor
alone. The same arguments as before were again gone over. Once more the
majority of the council insisted that the men were no longer in a mood for
desperate enterprises. Even a victory, so the officers said, could not save the
army, as there were not provisions enough to subsist the men either in an advance
or retreat. Moreover, without the convention the rebels were likely to massacre
every Tory. It was true that of these last not many were left. They and the
remaining Indians had been deserting as fast as they could.”

Gates sent Wilkinson to advise Burgoyne that he would break off negotiations if
Burgoyne did not sign the convention immediately. Again Burgoyne refused, but
after some swift action by Sutherland, who convinced Burgoyne that Craig’s
letter had irrevocably committed him, he changes his mind.” The Articles of
Convention between Lieutenant General Burgoyne and Major General Gates
were finally concluded that day as Gates formed his army in the order of battle.”

OCTOBER 17™

On the morning of 17 October, the day of Burgoyne's surrender, British troops
were to lay down their arms in a field on the ground of old Fort Hardy north of
Fish Creek along the Hudson River. With his generals and staff behind him,
Burgoyne forded Fish Creek and proceeded toward General Gate's camp to the
south of the Dutch Church.” Bowing before General Gates who was on
horseback, Burgoyne said, “The Fate of War has put me into your Hands.” To
which Gates as courteously replied, “If Enterprize, Courage and Perseverance
would have given you Success the Victory would have been yours.”® Phillips,
Riedesel, and Burgoyne’s other generals having been presented, Gates had them
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to dinner, together with some of his own officers, in the tent north of the

American Headquarters, which was prepared for the occasion.*

Burgoyne’s army marched to the Field of Grounded Arms around three o'clock
in the afternoon to lay down their weapons. Gates did not wish to humiliate the
conquered, so he kept his whole army back out of sight while the British were
piling arms. Two American officers, delegated as witnesses, may have looked on,

. . . 8
but even their presence is uncertain.”

Ultimately Burgoyne surrendered between 4000 and 6000 men, of which about
1600 were German. Killed and wounded totaled more that 1000. Gate’s

victorious force included about 9gooo regulars and 4000 militia.

After the army of Burgoyne had piled and grounded their arms, they were again
formed into line. The prisoners forded Fish Creek, and walked past the long
lines of American soldiers posted along the road to Albany, with their fifers and
drummers playing Yankee Doodle.” The troops came to the point where Gates
and his staff were waiting by a large tent. As the prisoners marched past, Gates
and Burgoyne stepped from the tent. Then, by prearrangement, the two generals
turned and faced one another. Without a word Burgoyne drew his sword and
handed it to Gates, who received it then later returned it to its owner.”

Disregarding the threats of some of the New England soldiers, who said that they
would put a bullet through him if he appeared, Schuyler had come to the camp.
He came to receive the Baroness Riedesel and her children and gave them a meal
in his tent.”

That night, the British soldiers began their walk to Cambridge, bivouacking for
the first night of their captivity on their old campground at the outlet of the

Kroma Kill.® The American Loyalists (Tories) were escorted to Lake George.

EARTHWORKS AT VICTORY WOODS

Many earthworks persisted into nineteenth and twentieth centuries according to
firsthand accounts. The journal of a British officer describes how the British laid
out their camps for the entire campaign. Entitled, For Want of a Horse being A
Journal of the Campaigns against the Americans in 1776 and 1777 conducted from
Canada, by an officer who served with Lt. General Burgoyne, the description
follows:

Officers of all Ranks Commanding out posts, and Detachments are
constantly to fortify in the best Manner the Circumstances of the place
and the implements at hand will permit: felling Tress with their points
outwards, barricading Churches, and Houses, Breast Works of Earth,
and timber are generally to be effected in a short time, and the Science of
engineering is not necessary to find and apply such Resources...Upon
the same principle it must be a constant Rule in, or near Woods to place

advanced Centinels, where they may have a tree, or some other defence
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to prevent their being taken off by signal Marksmen. Together with
these precautions, officers will ever bear in mind how the publick
Honor and their own are concerned in maintaining a Post; and to Justify
a Retreat in the present War, the Number of the Enemy must be much
Superior to that which would make their Justification, when acting
against brave and disciplined forces.”

The Camp will be always extended as widely as the Ground will admit
for the sake of Cleanliness, and Health; but as it just often happen that
the extent will be insufficient for the Line to form in Front of the
Encampment, according to the present established Rule of Open files,
and two Deep, the Quarter Master General will therefore mark at ev’ry
new Camp the portion of Ground each Battalion is to clear over and
above its own Front, in order to make the work equal. To clear this
Ground must be the immediate business after arriving in Camp, and in
this Country, it may often be necessary to have an alarm Post cleared in
the Rear, as well as in Front. By clearing is meant, the Removal of such
Obstructions, as might prevent the ready forming of the Troops to
receive, or advance on the Enemy - It is not necessary to cut the large
Trees for that Purpose, except where they may afford shelter for the
Enemy. Quarter Guards are always to face outwards at the distance of an
Hundred Yards from the Bells of Arms, and to have Fleche of Earth
[Arrowhead shaped earthwork extending outwards from fortified
positions], or Timber thrown up before them. When the Encampment of
the Line is with the Front to the Water, and too near to admit of this
Regulation, the Quarter Guards are to be posted in the Rear, and those
of the Flank Regts. occasionally upon the Flanks. Tho the Ground will
seldom admit a strict Regularity in Pitching the officers Tents, they are
never to be placed so as to interfere with the Line of Defense.”

Further detailed descriptions of British field fortifications are provided in Lewis
Lochee’s Elements of Field Fortification, which was published in 1783. In this
manual, the British Royal Military Academy’s descriptions are as follows:

The Redoubt is a work generally enclosed on all sides. It serves to secure
a post, a grand guard, or communications; to defend a defile, a bridge, a
ford, etc., and is of various dimensions, that is, of different plans and
profiles. The extent of it is proportioned to the number of men who are
to defend it, and the parapet is generally of sufficient height to cover
them. The redoubt has no precise or common form...the form, indeed,
is determined by the spot of ground on which it is raised, and the
purposes for which it is constructed...By redoubt...is understood a work
enclosed on all sides, and formed wholly of salient angles.”

Although a redoubt could be constructed of masonry, in North America
they were almost always constructed of earth. Frequently, the earth
would be placed within a framework of wood. The wood could consist
of interlocked hewn trees (similar to a log cain), fascines (tightly bound
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bundles of sticks about six feet in length staked into position), gabions
(essentially small woven baskets typically 3-4 feet in diameter, staked
into position and filled with dirt), or hurdles (essentially woven vertical
mats). Once the framework of wood was in place, it would be filled with
earth from the ditch, and other available rubble, which was pounded

firmly into position.”

These two descriptions of British fortifications suggest that a solid rampart would
have been built along the brow of the hill and would have included fleches. The
officers tents would have been approximately one hundred yards behind the
earthworks. However as described in the previous account by Anburey, it is

unclear whether the Americans first dug the earthworks in Victory Woods.

American troops also incorporated redoubts with great regularity into their
defensive positions constructed between 1776 and 1777.”* One of the most
important aspects of a redoubt is that although the classic configuration was
square; they were specifically intended to be adapted to the terrain that they were
defending.” Redoubts of the eighteenth century were designed with certain
common features, which are described in Lochee’s Elements of Field

Fortification:*°

Parapet - the bank of earth surrounding the post to be defended,
serving to cover the troops and artillery employed for its defense. The
height of the parapet within should at least be six feet to completely
cover the soldiers.”

Banquette - the banquette design elevates the soldiers so that they may

see over the parapet to fire upon the enemy.”

Embrasures - openings incorporated into a work when it was equipped
with artillery pieces. Rarely, artillery pieces were installed to fire directly
over the top of the parapet. Most commonly, embrasures were cut
through the parapet to enable the artillery to fire from behind the

protection of the parapet.”

Ditch- the trench dug up at the exterior foot of the parapet, serving to
furnish the earth necessary for raising the parapet and banquette and
increasing the difficulty of the approach. The depth should never be
less than six feet if possible. The slope nearest to the parapet is called
scarp, that opposite to the parapet, is called counterscarp, and the small
level space between the ditch and the parapet, which keeps the parapet
from sliding into the ditch, is the berm (normally two feet in breadth).”

Palisades -stakes of strong split wood, of about 7 or § inches broad, 3 or 4
inches thick, and 8 or g feet long, of which 3 or 4 feet are sunk into the
earth. They are pointed both at the top and bottom, and that they may
be of greater strength, they are fastened to a horizontal rail within two
feet from the top, and are generally placed so close to each other, as only

to admit the muzzle of a piece between them. Their greatest distance
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from each other is never so great as to afford room enough to creep

9100

through them.

Fraizes-palisades fixed in the parapet. When the stakes are 9 feet long, 4
feet lie within the body of the parapet, and the remainder leans over,
inclining a little towards the ditch. This inclination was to permit hand
grenades thrown from within the redoubt to bounce off them into the
ditch, and to make it more difficult to throw hand grenades from the
ditch into the redoubt’s interior.”

Abatis- an obstacle constructed to delay an attacking force, while
exposing it to fire from the redoubt. It consists of hewn trees with the
points of their branches turned towards the enemy, and to increase the
danger and difficulty of forcing it, the trees are not only placed close to
each other, but the branches are stripped of their leaves and twigs,

2

sharpened at their extremities, and interwoven one in another.”

Redan- a French word for "projection" and refers to a fortification in a V-shaped
salient angle toward an expected attack. It can be made from earthworks or other

material. Fleche, from the French for arrow, is another term for redan.”®

Artillery-firing platform - “The depth of an artillery battery is always 30
feet or thereabouts, 15 feet for the gun, 15 feet for recoil.” “The floor or
bed of the battery must be made of good oaken planks, nailed across
beams, to hinder the wheels of the carriages from sinking into the
ground, and that this floor or platform must incline a little, as about one
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foot...to check the recoiling of the pieces.

Extremely detailed specifications for artillery batteries were provided by Captain
J.G. Tielke in his 1769 treatise, The Field Engineer. Tielke assigned two different
sizes to artillery batteries, depending upon the poundage (or caliber) of the
artillery pieces.”” For regimental field pieces (3 or 6-pounder cannon), each
artillery piece required a platform 16 feet in length, and 6-8 feet in breadth. For
larger cannon (12, 18, or 24-pounders), each artillery piece required a platform 24
feet in length, and 10 feet in breadth. Tielke further noted, “If the cannon are to
be occasionally fired in an oblique direction, the platforms must be broader
behind than in front. In general, a difference of four or six feet is fully sufficient.”
He provided specific dimensions for the artillery parapet:

“That part of the parapet between the platform and the embrasure is from 2 /4to 3
Y3 feetin height. The embrasure is 12 or 2 feet in width at the platform, by 5,6, or
7 feet on the outside...and its bottom is also lowered about a foot toward the
field, consequently it will be only 173, 2 or 2 72 feet above the edge of the ditch.
The merlon must be a least six feet thick, otherwise it will not resist the shot
which may be fired against it. In all batteries there should be a small banquette on
each side of the embrasures, that the men who are employed at the guns may be
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able to see the effect of their fire.
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Tielke also provided specifics regarding the construction of the floors and
foundations of artillery batteries.”” He states that a simple firing platform should
consist of three planks eight or nine feet in length, leveled, upon which the floor
of the platform would be mounted. Tielke states that the planks may rest upon
strong wooden pickets, two to four feet in length. “In either case, pickets should
be driven down on each side, for the purpose of fixing them in their proper
places.” He again differentiated between smaller and heavier artillery pieces, “If
the cannon should be very heavy, two strong beams may be buried in the earth.”
Finally, he provided a third more substantial method when sufficient time and
materials were available. The gun platform is carefully leveled, “Set three or four
beams or sleepers into the earth...and then add a covering of boards-fastened

either with nails or wooden pegs.”

Another description of an artillery platform is included in a treatise written in
1793 by Charles Rudyerd entitled, Course of Artillery at the Royal Military
Academy, As Established by His Grace, The Duke of Richmond, Master General
of his Majesty’s Ordnance.

The construction of a parapet is what is properly called the construction
of abattery ... .The parapet should be three fathoms (eighteen feet)
thick, and seven foot and half high. . . .Platforms ought to be about 18 or
20 feet long, 7 and an half wide near the parapet at their narrowest part,
and 13 at the widest. When the platforms are finished, the cannon must
be brought to the batteries, and placed with their carriages on the several
platforms allotted them. It is usual to make little cells or cavities near to
the batteries, at a convenient distance, in which to keep the gunpowder.
These cells are covered with clay, or something of the like kind, to
preserve them from being fired, are called little magazines of the
battery.”

The following chart lists the maximum range of the various artillery pieces that
were used by the British and American forces. These ranges provide an
understanding of the capabilities of the artillery during the Revolutionary War™

Artillery Piece Maximum Range (yards)  Point Blank Range
6-pounder 3,330 666

9-pounder 3,580 716

12-pounder 3,665 733

24-pounder 3,250 650

Though outside of the Victory Woods parcel, an important archeological feature
is the site of the British ovens.” As described in J.B. VanDerwerker’s Early Days in
Eastern Saratoga County.
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During Burgoyne’s Campaign, his left wing came down the west bank of
the Hudson, camping on the Thompson Farm , this being along the river
shore, it was comparatively level, and made an excellent camping spot.
At this early period a Mr. Graham was owner of the property, as
previously mentioned. But as customary during this campaign, all the
property was destroyed, including the burning of his home and other
buildings. It appears from research that this place must have been a
permanent site for this wing of Burgoyne’s army, as it is found that in the
hillside, westerly from the flats, large holes had been made and
reinforced with stone and timber for ovens.™

POST BRITISH SURRENDER AT SARATOGA

After the surrender, shockwaves spread around the globe. The most far-reaching
consequences took place in Europe, where the spectacle of a British army
surrendering in the wilderness astonished the courts. Burgoyne's surrender
convinced France to sign an alliance with the United States. This renewed the
conflict between France and Britain that had been waged intermittently since
1689 and vastly widened the scope of America's War for Independence. In
subsequent years, French financial support, materiel, and manpower sustained
the American cause on the many occasions when the United States seemed nearly
exhausted. The seeds sown at Saratoga were harvested almost exactly four years

later in a similar ceremony at Yorktown.™

The surrender convention had called for the captured army to be returned to
Europe, but since that would have freed other troops to fight in North America,
the Continental Congress never carried out this provision, and the soldiers
remained captive for the duration of the war. Burgoyne himself returned to
England and, in addition to writing plays, occupied himself defending his
conduct of the expedition.

The day after the surrender, October 18, 1777, Gates' army marched to Albany
where there was illumination and rejoicing. By October 20th, Burgoyne's army
separated, the British starting for Boston via Stockbridge escorted by General
Glover, and the Germans passing through Schaghticoke to Lansingburgh. At this
time Fort Ticonderoga and Mt. Independence were evacuated by their British

garrisons.

The German prisoners reached barracks in Charlestown, Massachusetts on
November 7th via Kinderhook and Springfield. The American Northern Army
joined General Washington near Philadelphia on November 21. News of
Burgoyne’s surrender received and published in the London Gazette on
December 15th, with his dispatches printed in full in Gentleman’s Magazine.

On March, 16, 1778, large quantities of ammunition were brought to New Perth
for Albany and Fort Edward for the Americans. Burgoyne went back early to
England on April 5, 1778, and General Washington used his position to get him his
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parole. Later that year, 20,000 British troops arrived to reinforce their forces.
Meanwhile, France sent twelve ships, four frigates and 12,000 men to aid
America. The German prisoners from Saratoga marched from Massachusetts to
Charlottesville, Virginia at the close of the year. In May of 1779, a hearing took
place for Burgoyne before the British Parliament for his failure in America. The
House of Commons never issued a report.

In the early part of October 1780 an expedition was sent from Canada, by way of
Lake Champlain, under command of Major Carleton. The object of this part of
the expedition was to attack Schenectady, but if that was too hazardous, then to
make a descent upon the Ballston settlement. The order to Munro was to
plunder, destroy, property, and take prisoners, but not to kill unless attacked or
resisted, or to prevent escapes.” On October 10 and 11, Carleton captured Fort

15

Ann and Fort George.™ Marauding parties ravaged the villages of ~ Sandy Hill,
Fort Edward, and others lying along the Hudson. These lawless parties

committed so many depredations on the defenseless inhabitants, and burned so
many dwellings, that that year is called to this day among their descendants “the
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year of the great burning.

After the capture of Fort Ann and Fort George, the whig inhabitants had been
mostly burnt out and scattered. Saratoga was the most northern point garrisoned
by the Americans.” By May of 1781, the locals had great fears of an invasion from
Canada to destroy Ft. Edward and New Perth. In June of that year, General Stark
was the commander in chief at the north with headquarters at Saratoga. Oct. 19,
1781, General Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown. Lord Stirling reached Albany
to take command in the northern department from General Stark on October 22.
Rumor of Cornwallis’s surrender reached Saratoga by October 29 and was
confirmed by November 2. Lord Stirling retired from Saratoga to Albany on
November 4. By September of 1782, Lieut. Colonel (afterwards Major General)
H. Dearborn was in command at Saratoga. Peace was proclaimed in 1783, and the

British prisoners were sent home from Canada.

By the end of the Revolutionary War, Native American villages of New England
suffered a serious gender imbalance due to the number of men lost to military
casualties and seafaring accidents. Native American women had little choice but
to consider outsiders as potential spouses.” The Stockbridge Indians found
themselves depleted in numbers, enticed to sell their lands, and unwanted in their
village, where whites had taken over the local government and endeavored to
oust the Indians. Accepting an invitation from the Oneida, the dispirited
remnants of the Mahican Nation, 420 in all, removed to a tract on Oneida Creek
in New York. The removal started in 1783, and the population numbers suggest
the involvement of other Mahican remnants from the Hudson River area.
Scattered throughout their old territory, a number of families stayed behind,
generating several multicultural groups, such as the Van Guilders, Bushwackers,

and Jukes.
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CONCLUSION

During the nine-year period of the Revolutionary War, the landscape containing
the Victory Woods parcel was, once again, contested terrain. The high plateau,
later referred to as the “Heights of Saratoga,” was selected by General Burgoyne
as a defensible landscape, overlooking the floodplains and confluence of Fish
Creek and the Hudson River. Burgoyne had passed this site on his way to seize
Albany and to gain control of the Hudson River, and when in retreat a month
later, he chose this area as a defensible site. Physical changes during this period
included the hastily constructed British fortifications, most likely an earthen
redoubt along the brow of the hill and around the top of the hill, encompassing
an area of approximately one hundred acres. The extent of the earthworks
would have been proportional to the number of men remaining in Burgoyne’s
troops. Having lost one quarter of his army, some 4,000 to 6,000 men remained
at the encampment. The earthen parapet would have been, according to British
manuals, built in a rectangular configuration with salient angles and topped with

wooden logs, then lined with cannon.

The extent of tree cover is not well documented, but most historic maps show the
steep hillsides rising from Fish Creek as wooded, as well as much of the
surrounding hills. Only the plains by the Hudson River and a few upland fields
are demarcated as in agricultural use and lined with stone walls. Historic maps
from this period show the main road along the Hudson River, a road parallel to
Fish Creek to the northwest, and a spur road leading to the British encampment

area.
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