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America’s Natural Resources

Created in 1849, the Department of the Interior—Americd’s De-
partment of Natural Resources—is concerned with the management,
conservation, and development of the Nation's water, wildlife, min-
eral, forest, and park and recreational resources. It also has major
responsibilities for Indian and Territorial affairs.

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department
works to assure that nonrencwable resources are developed and used
wiscly, that park and vecreational resources are conserved, and that
renewable resources make their full contribution to the progress,
prosperity, and security of the United States—now and in the future.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASIIINGTON

June 23, 1902

[t 15 with great pleasure that I welcome the delegates to the First
World Confercnce on National Parks on behalf of the United States
Government.

Growth and developmenr of national park and reserve programs
throughout the world arc important to the welfare of the people of
every nation. . We must have places where we can find release from
the tensions of an increasingly industrialized cvilization, where we
can have personal contact with the natural environment which sus-
tains us.  To this end, permanent preservation of the outstanding
scenic and scientific asseis ol every country, and of the magnificent
and varied wildlife which can he so easily endangered by human ac-
tivity, is imperative. National parks and reserves arc an integral aspect
of intelligent use of natural resources. Tt is the course of wisdom 1o set
astde an ample portion of our national resources as national parks and
reserves, thus ensuring that future gencrations may know the majesty
of the carth as we know it today.

Throughout history, much of the most productive human thought,
many of our cultural concepts, have been shaped in the out-of-doors.
As rising population pressures tend to emphasize conversion of re-
sources into commodities, we must be carelul to safeguard adequate
and representative examples of the natural environment, where people
may reflect, study, and enjoy the beaefits of the carth,

Jorin F. KenNEpy

Note: This letter, signed by John I, Kennedy, then President of the United

States, was sent to the delegates of the First World Conlerence on National Parks,




SOME PARKS IN PICTURES
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Sarek National Park, Sweden

Mayon Volcano National
Park, Albay Province,
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Swiss National Park, Switzerland



Manyara National Park, Tanganyika

Cumbres de Majalca
National Park,

Chiliahua, Mexico




