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Chapter I: Introduction and Administrative Data

Scope of the Report

The purpose of this Culfural Landscape Report is to
guide treatment and use of the Chellberg Farm his-
toric landscape at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.
The report is meant to provide park managers with a
comprehensive understanding of the physical evolu-
tion of the farm landscape, and guidance for
management of the site. The Midwest Regional Of-
fice of the National Park Service located in Omaha,
Nebraska funded this project. The report was prepared
by QUINN EVANS / ARCHITECTS, a consulting firim
specializing in the preservation of historic architec-
ture and historic landscapes, The report is organized
in the following manner;

Chapter 1.

Introduction

Documents the scope of the report, location and de-
sctiption of the property involved, methodology used,
and identifies the project consultant.

Chapter II: Site History

Documents and analyzes historic information as it
relates to the chronological development of the site.
This section identifies the major periods of develop-
ment and describes the evolution of the physical
landscape. A “Historic Period Plan” for each devel-
opment phase illustrates the kmown physical
characteristics and features associated with each pe-
riod. A “Summary of Landscape Characteristics” is
provided for each major period describing the condi-
tions of each of the component landscapes during
that phase. A description of each of the component
landscapes associated with the Cheliberg Farm his-
toric landscape is provided in the Methodology
section of this chapter.

Chapter III: Existing Conditions

Describes and illustrates the existing conditions of
the landscape features associated with the site. An
overview of general landscape characteristics includes
environmental setting, land use, spatial organization,
topography, vegetation, circulation, structures, small-
scale features, and utilities.

Chapter IV: Management Issues

Describes and refines the management issues and con-
cerns to be addressed by the treatment
recommendations.

Chapter V: Analysis

Evaluates the historical integrity of the character de-
fining features associated with the historic landscape.
Provides a “Statement of Significance” and defines
the “Period of Significance” for the Chellberg Farm.

Chapter VI. Treatment Recommendations
Provides recommendations for the treatment of the
historic landscape and guidelines for applying the
treatments,

Chapter VII: Implementation Guidelines
Qutlines general recommendations for phasing rec-
ommended treatments and provides “Class C” cost
estimates.

Historical Overview

The Chellberg Farm is a part of Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore and it is included in a Swedish
Farming District that is potentially eligible for list-
ing in the National Register of Historic Places.'! The
Chellberg Farm is historically significant because it
is one of the few remaining intact representatives of
a unique Swedish immigrant comemunity in northwest-
ern Indiana. Members of the community established
churches, a school, and organized social gatherings
that emphasized their ethnic heritage. The commu-
nity thrived for several decades keeping Swedish
custoras and language integrated in the day-to-day ac-
tivities of its members,* The Cheliberg Farm is among
the best preserved physical reminders of the ethnic
heritage of the area’s Swedish immigrant farming com-
munity. Asa part of Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
the farm is accessible to the public and protected from
development.

The United States Congress established Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore in November 1966. The enabling
legislation directs the Secretary of the Interior to

“...Preserve for the educational, inspirational, and recre-
ational use of the public certain portions of Indiana Dunes
and other areas of scenic, scientific, and historic interest
and recreational value in the State of Indiana.”™?

Chapter [: Introduction 3
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Chellberg Farm

The 1997 General Management Plan (GMP) defines
the Lakeshore’s primary purposes:

to *...Preserve, maintain, and restore the integrity of the
natural resources and processes and protect cultural re-
source values at the lakeshore; provide educational,
inspirational, and recreational opportunities compatibie
with preserving natural and cuitural resource values, in-
spire in the public an appreciation of and a sense of
personal stewardship for lakeshore resources; and in-
terpret, encourage, and conduct scientific research in
the tradition of pioneer investigators.”™

The Lakeshore is composed of several noncontigu-
ous unifs located atong the south shore of Lake
Michigan between the urban centers of Gary, Indiana,
and Michigan City, Indiana. The Lakeshore includes a
rich diversity of natural resources including several
notable areas of exceptional biological diversity. It
also contains a number of significant cultural re-
sources among which are the Bailly Homestead and
cemetery and the Chellberg Farm.

Figure I-i1 shows the location of Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore, the Chellberg Farm, and major
highways. Figure I-Z is an overview of the General
Management Plan for the East Unii of the Lakeshore.
The Chellberg Farm is located within the Lakeshore’s
East Unit in Porter County, approximately 40 miles
east of Chicago, Illinois and about 40 miles west of
South Bend, Indiana. The farm encompasses 79.6
acres of the original 80-acre tract. The property is
currently managed by the National Park Service as a
waorking farm. The site is used extensively for inter-
pretive and educational programs. Historic resources
associated with the farm inciude a ca. 1885 two-story
brick farmhouse, ca.1880 gable barn, several other ag-
ricultural buildings, structures, and landscape features.
In addition, the farm includes numerous non-historic
elements. The National Park Service has constructed
many of the non-histeric elements in order to facili-
tate the interpretive programs of the working farm.

Cultural Landscape Report

Methodology

Preparation of this report included an in-depth inves-
tigation of primary and secondary sources. The most
useful primary sources included historic photographs,
US. Census of Agriculture Manuscripts, land trans-
fer documents, mortgage records, and several oral
history interviews. The report was greatly enhanced
by the availability of transcripts for several oral his-
tory interviews that were not accessible at the onset
of the project. During Phase I of the project, Amanda
J. Holmes repaired and transcribed numerous dam-
aged tapes making the richly detailed information
contained within them available for use in this project.
The most useful secondary sources consulted included;
The Bailly Area of Porter County, Indiana: The Fi-
nal Report of a Geohistorical Study Undertaken on
behalf of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore,
prepared by Sarah Gibbard Cook and Robert S. Jack-
son, 4 Historical Study of the Indiana Dunes
National Lake Shore, prepared by M. D. Marciniak,
The Ethnic Heritage of the Chellberg Farm and the
Swedish Baillytown Region, by David R. McMahon,
and The Chellberg Family, the Chellberg Farm, by
Martha Miiler.

Evaluation of the integrity of the historic landscape
characteristics was made using procedures outlined
in Mational Register Bulletin 30: Guidelines for
Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Land-
scapes.

Throughout this report, the historic landscape at the
Chellberg Farm is discussed as a cultural landscape
that is made up of several component landscapes,
character-defining features, and small-scale fea-
tures.

Cultural Landscape — a geographic area (including
both cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or
domestic animals therein), associated with a historic
event, activity, or person or exhibiting other cultural
or aesthetic values. There are four general types of
cultural landscapes, not muiually exclusive: historic
sites, historic designed landscapes, historic vernacu-
far Jandscapes, and ethnographic landscapes.” The
Chellberg Farm is a significant historic vernacular
landscape and an ethnographic landscape as well.

Historic Vernacular Landscape: a landscape whose
physical , biological, and cultural features

Chapter I: Introduction 5
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reflect the customs and everyday lives of
people.

Ethnographic Landscape: a landscape containing
a varjety of natural and cultural resources that
associated people define as heritage re-
sources.

Component Landscape - A discrete portion of the
landscape which can be further subdivided into indi-
vidua) features. The landscape unit may contribute to
the significance of a National Register property, such
as a farmstead in a rural historic district. In some
cases, the landscape unit may be individuoally eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places, such as
arose garden in a large urban park.

The Chellberg Farm Historic Landscape is made up
of eight component landscapes including;

1. The Buildings -- extant buildings include: the
barn, farmthouse, chicken house, granary,
windmill, and sugar camp. The silo founda-
tion and reconstructed water house are also
contributing structures.

2. The Yard -- the utilitarian space between the
bam and farmhouse.
3. The Front Yard -- the domestic space adjacent

to the farmhouse that included a fence, lawn,
and ornamental plants.

4, The QOrchard - a one-acre orchard that in-
cluded apple, pear, cherry, peach, and
crabapple trees.

5. The Garden -- a large rectangular vegetable
garden where food was grown for the family.

6. The Lane -~ a treclined entrance road to the
farm.

7. The Fields -~ open areas that were cultivated
or used for pasture.

The locations of the component landsapes are illus-
trated in Figure I-3.

Character-defining feature — a prominemnt or distine-
tive aspect, quality, or characteristic of a cultural
landscape that contributes significantly to its physi-
cal character. Land use patterns, vegetation,
furnishings, decorative details and materials may be
such features®

Swmall-scale feature — The smallest element(s) of a
landscape that contributes to the significance and that
can be the subject of a treatment intervention, Ex-
amples include a woodlot, hedge, lawn, specimen
plant, allee, house, meadow or open field, fence, wall,
earthwork, pond or pool, bollard, orchard, or agricul-
tural terrace.

Historic Character — the sum of all visual aspects,
features, materials, and spaces associated with a cul-
tural landscape’s history, i.e. the original configuration
together with losses and later changes. These quali-
ties are often referred to as character-defining.’

Endnotes

1 While neither the farm nor the District are listed in the Na-
tional Register, documentation within this report indicates
that the property is eligible. A multiple property nomi-
nation is being prepared for the district by the Lakeshore
historians.

2 MceMahon, David R., “The Ethnic Heritage of the Chellberg
Farm and the Swedish Baillytown Region,” (located in
Historian’s file at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore) p.
5.

3 United States Department of the Interior, National Park Ser-
vice, General Management Plan, Indiana Dunes Nationat
Lakeshore, August 1997, p.3.

41bid, p.4

5 United States Department of the Interior, National Park Ser-
vice, Cultural Resource Stewardship and Partnerships,
Heritage Preservation Services, Historic Landscape Ini-
tiative, The Secretary of the Interior s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes {Washington,

8. The Ravine -- a wooded area with steeply slop- DC. 1996)p4.
ing terrain. 6 [bid.
7 Ibid.
6 Chapter I: Imtroduction
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Michigan Central R.R.
Elgin, Joliet, & Eastern R.R.
Pere Marquette R.R.

U.S. Highway 20

U.S. Highway 94
Glenwood Beach Ridge

Tolleston Beach Ridge
(Tolleston) Indian Trail

U.8. Hwy 12 (Dunes Highway)
South Shore Electric Line

Calumet Beach Ridge
(Calumet) Indian Trail
Stage Road 1837-1850s

Buffalo & Mississippi RR 1838-1855 A

Lake Michigan /Q/
LA

Lo
'”| /] N Sank Trail

)
D, / ,/ New York Central R.R.
N eeRRiVer / \ I Penn Central R.R.
7

\ / Valparaiso Moraine Indian Trail

f </ State Road 1837-1839
- \ Plank Road 1850

) =~ \ Indiana Highway 49

Figure II-1; The Calumet Area Beach Ridges and Early Transportation Routes.
Compiled from Cook and Jackson, 1978, Figures 2 and 4.

Michigan Southern R.R.
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Chapter II: Site History

This chapter presents a chronological history of the
Chellberg Farm landscape, identifying each of the
major periods of development and describing the evo-
lution of the phsyical landscape. The discussion of
each phase includes a narrative of the major events
during the period, a historic period plan that illustrates
the elements present at the site, and a summary of
landscape characteristics. The summary of landscape
characteristics includes a discussion of the conditions
of each of the component landscapes during the pe-
riod.

PRE-SETTLEMENT LANDSCAPE
{Pre 1831)

The Chellberg Farm is located in the northwestern
corner of the state of Indiana in the Calumet Region.
The region encormpasses an area that includes portions
of Cook County, Iilinois and Lake and Porter Coun-
ties in Indiana. The Southern edge of the region is
indicated by the Little Calumet River and the north-
ern edge is formed by Lake Michigan, Historically
the region was bound by extensive wetlands to the
south and east, Lake Michigan to the North, and Chi-
cago, Illinois to the West. The extensive wetlands
presented barriers to early travelers limiting access
from the main directions of travel into the region. The
Black Swamp of northeastern Ohio limited access
from the East, and the Kankakee Marsh made passage
from the South difficult.’ These natural environmen-
tal barriers inhibited European settlement in the
region until the 1820s or 1830s. Within the Calumet
Region, the Bailly Area is named after the earliest
recorded settler of European descent in northwestern
Indiana, Joseph Bailly. Bailly arrived in the area be-
tween 1822 and the early 1830s. Although Bailly
platted an early town in the area in the 1830s, the de-
velopment was not successful, and it was not unti! the
railroads came to the area in the 1850s that settle-
ment was widely established. The Chellberg Farm lies
within this area, adjacent to the Bailly homestead site.

Land Formation

The topography of the region was formed through the
action of prehistoric glaciers. The Valparaiso Mo-
raine is the largest glacial landform in northwestemn
Indiana. As glacial ice withdrew it formed a subcon-
tinental divide separating the Kankakee Valley and the
Lake Michigan basin. The land on the northern side
of the Valparaiso Moraine is the Calumet Region.

Ceultural Landscape Report

Water from the southern slopes of the moraine flowed
to the Gulf of Mexico beginning at the Kankakee River
which flows into the Illinois River, and then the Mis-
sissippi. Water from its northern slope flowed into
the Little Calumet River, to Lake Michigan, through
the Straits of Mackinac, Lake Huron, the Niagara and
St. Lawrence Rivers, into the Atlantic.?

As the glacier retreated, a large lake was left between
the Valparaiso Moraine and the icecap. Each time the
retreating icecap paused, the lake was redefined at a
successively lower level. The slope of the Valparaiso
Moraine served as the shore of the lake and three suc-
cessive “beaches” were formed. These beaches
remain extant as ridges in the landscape of the Bailly
area. The ridges illustrated in Figure II-1 are the
present Lake Michigan beach and dunes (farthest
north), Tolleston Beach Ridge below that, Calumet
Beach Ridge in the middle, and Glenwood Beach Ridge
farthest south. Between the ridges were shallow val-
leys that collected water and formed ponds, marshes,
swamps and slow moving rivers. These wet areas cre-
ated great barriers for travel through the area. Since
the beach ridges were the most easily traversed ter-
rain in the area, they became the transportation routes,
The Calumet Beach Ridge is the longest of the three
and has had the greatest impact on human activities in
the area. *

Native American Activities and Early
Transportation Routes

The Calumet Beach Trail followed the Calumet Beach
Ridge and passed north of the Bailly Homestead. A
second trail followed the same route from the east as
far west as Baillytown and then crossed the Baillytown
Sag and continued westward on the Tolleston Beach
Ridge. Along Lake Michigan one trail followed the
beach and a smaller trail ran between the Great Marsh
and the sand hills.

The Kankakee Marsh placed severe restrictions on
access to the Calumet Region from the south. Long-
distance north-south travelers bypassed the area,
avoiding the difficulties involved in crossing the
marshland. The north-south trails within Porter
County were local links that connected to major east-
west routes. An example is a branch of the Savk Trail
that passed throngh the area. The Dakota-Wisconsin
branch of the Sauk Trail was an early route between
Chicago and Detroit used by both Indians and settlers

Chapter II: Site History 11
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Figure I1I-2: Rivers, Lakes, and Wetlands in the area. The Bailly Homestead site is circled,  (Revised

from Cook and Jackson, 1978, Figure 3)

of European descent. In Indiana the main Sauk Trail
crossed Porter County well South of the Bailly area.
It followed the Valparaiso Moraine from what is now
South Bend to Valparaiso then north to Chesterton and
Tremont, linking the Sauk Trail with the Calumet Beach
Trail. The north branch of the Sauk left the main trail
at Door Prairie in LaPorte County. It then crossed
the Little Calumet River at what was to become the
Baiily homestead site. It then continued through the
Baillytown Sag and the sand hills to the Lake Michi-
gan beach.* Evidence indicates there were Indian
campgrounds located on the southwestern bank of the
Little Calumet River about one-quarter of a mile south-
west of the Bailly Homestead, however, it is unclear
if any native campgrounds were present contempora-
neous with Bailly’s occupation.’

The earliest European-American travel through the
area made use of the beach trail along the southern
shore of Lake Michigan. The beach was clear of trees
and brush, making wagon passage possible, In addi-
tion, the lakeshore provided a definite boundary and
guarantee against getting lost. When Lieutenant
Swearingen traveled from Detroit to the site he would
establish as Fort Dearborn in 1803 (Foit Dearborn

would eventually become Chicago), he followed the
lakeshore, William Johnson followed the same route
in 1809, Travelers made this trip by foot or private
wagon and had to sleep on the beach or in the shelter
of the dunes. Mosquitoes made nights uncomfort-
able and storms on the lake made travel dangerous.
“On calm days in winter the hard beach offered a firm
road surface, but in dry summer horses had trouble
walking on the loose sand.” Travelers switched to in-
land routes when they became available.

EARLY SETTLEMENT, 1831-1869
Settlement in the Calumet Region

Early settlement in the area began with the arrival of
Joseph Bailly, a French-Canadian fur trader. Bailly is
the earliest recorded settler of European descent in
nortirwestern Indiana. He and Marie, his wife, estab-
lished their homestead on the banks of the Little
Calumet River. While it is believed that they arived
in the area in 1822, records date only to the early
1830s.! When the Baillys arrived in the area the in-
digenous Pottawatomi tribe owned the land in
northwestern Indiana. In 1826 and 1832 the United

12 Chapter II: Site History
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States government purchased the land from the
Pottawatomi. Bailly obtained title to property that
included the land that would later become the
Chellberg farm from the United States government
on 6 September 1831. According to granddaughter
Frances Howe, Bailly had a peach and apple orchard
and later his son-in-law, Joel Wicker, added cherties,
plums, mulberries.®

Figure 1I-3 shows the first General Land Office sur-
vey of the area, from 1830/1834. The Bailly
Homestead was located in Section 27 (circled). Early
landowners purchased land either as homesteaders, or
as real estate developers who bought large parcels,
platted fowns, and sold lots. In the 1830% three in-
land towns were platted in the Bailly area. Each of
these towns was located along the Little Calumet River.
Waverly was established in 1834 only to be was de-
stroyed by a forest fire in 1838. Manchester was
platted in 1837, a few lots were sold, and then it faded
out of existence. Joseph Bailly 1aid out the “Town of
Bailly” (Baillytown) and it was platted by the LaPorte
County recorder, on 10 December 1834." Figure
11-4 shows the plat of the town of Bailly. The town
was located slightly north of the river “where the stage
road along the north branch of the Sauk Trail crossed
the Calumet Beach Ridge Road in the southeastern
quarter of Section 28.” A few lots were sold in 1835
before Bailly’s death, which ended the development
of the town. Although the town was never developed
its name has survived. Bailly’s son-in-law, Joel Wicker,
was ultimately successful in developing in the area.
In 1836 he recetved some of the Bailly property from
Bailly’s estate. Wicker established a sawmill and en-
couraged laborers to move to the area and seftle."!

The first Swedish immigrants came to the area in the
1840s. They were laborers who came from Chicago
and cut trees for Joel Wicker’s sawmtill. The earliest
arrivals lived in shelters built from the refuse result-
ing from sguaring the logs at the miil, or slabs. The
town included the sawmill, a store, and a few houses.
As they accumulated enough cash, the immigrants
puichased land to establish their own homesteads.
Eventually, circa 1859, the Swedish immigrants pur-
chased Wicker’s store for use as a church. By the
mid-1800s the region consisted of a rural area in which
enclaves of settlement were beginning to appear.
Many settlers survived through a combination of hunt-
ing and farming., While the small family farms were
not necessarily specialized, orchards were prevalent.”?

There were still less than 100 inhabitants withir the
Little Calumet area in 1850 when the state of Indiana
received title to swamplands within its borders from
the Federal Government. The state surveyed and
drained the wetlands in order to make them more ap-
pealing for settlement and development. The land was
then sold to raise funds for schools.?

The combination of newly developable land and the
arrival of the railroads in 1850 spurred a new phase
of settlement in the Bailly area. Between 1850 and
1900 several railroad lines provided access to Chi-
cago. Railroad construction created opportunities for
new settlers by providing ample work for laborers and
the means for new arrivals fo accumulate cash to be
used to purchase land. This oppertunity, coupled with
recruitment efforts by at least one railroad precipi-
tated the establishment of the Swedish-American
communify in the Bailly area.

The Iltinois Central Railroad began the first organized
recruitment of Swedish immigrants to the area by send-
ing a Swedish-American agent to Sweden in the mid
1850s.* This must have been a lucrative endeavor, as
recruitment agents became a popular method to at-
tract new labor to remote railroad construction sites.
Legend indicates that Joel Wicker used an agent, an
earlier Swedish immigrant named Jonas Asp. Recent
immigrants also encouraged their friends and fami-
Hes to join them.'

Economic, social, and religious factors contributed
towards two periods of massive Swedish emigration,
In the United States the onset of Swedish immigra-
tion was marked by the founding of the community of
New Sweden in 1638. Established by a Swedish mer-
cantile company, New Sweden occupied the
present-day site of Wilmington, Delaware. In the
1840s Swedish immigrants included skilled crafis-
men and landed farmers who had access to information
about America and the necessary funds to make the
Jjourney. These individuals sought to escape religious
repression in Sweden, and were drawn by America’s
appealing labor market, In the 1860s mass emigra-
tion of Sweden began in earnest. This was brought
about by a combination of several events, Prior to
1860, Sweden experienced a prolonged population
boom in the rural agricultural population. As the ru-
ral population was exploding, land reforms left many
people landless and unemployed. A severe country-
wide famine occurred from 1867 until 1869 and mass

14 Chapter I Site History
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Figure II-4: Plat of the town of Bailly. {Reproduced from Cook & Jackson, Figure 6).
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Figure I1-5:
Chellberg Farm Timeline, Major Events

Joseph Bailly obtained title to the property that would
ultimately become the Chellberg Farm.

32 years

jellberg family emigrated from Sweden.

1 November, Anders Kjellberg obtained a legal
nterest in the Chellberg Farm property.

16 April, Anders Kjellberg died. C. L. Chellberg took

PR R RN S B R R R N S R

Bl

44 years

over the operation of the Farm.

C. L. Chellberg married Ottomina Peterson,
The domestic situation at the farm makes a shift.

c“ 19 0 8 hellberg Farm dairy operation began.

29 years

m_c. L. Chellberg died. His son, Carl Chellberg took
over the operation of the farm. This marked the end

of the dairy operation at the farm.

35 years

The Chellberg Farm was purchased by the federal
government to become a part of Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore. By this time the farm activities
had dwindled and provided only secondary income for
the family.
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emigration resulted. This first wave of Swedish emi-
gration peaked between 1868 and 1873. A later wave
of Swedish immigrants came to the United States be-
tween 1880 and 1893. The second movement was
related to difficulties in rural agricultural communi-
ties in Sweden. Large scale Swedish immigration to
the United States ended with the onset of the Depres-
sion in 1930.'

The settlements of Baillytown, Chesterton, and Por-
ter by Swedish immigrants fits into the larger patterns
of Swedish immigration in the United States. Swed-
ish seftlement in the United States resulted in a
“westward movement that occurred in successive
waves.” The proximity of this area to Chicago “con-
nected it to the larger paths of Swedish immigration
and to Swedish-American life as it developed from
the 1840s to the 1920s.” There were more promi-
nent businessmen of Swedish birth or parentage in
Chicago than in any other city in the United States.
Westchester Township, in particular Baillytown and
Chesterton, probably had the heaviest concentration
of Swedes in Indiana. In the 1880 Population census,
“Swedes numbered nearly two-thirds of the 797 for-
eign born in the township.” 'M*

There were many Swedish churches in the area includ-
ing a Swedish Lutheran church in Baillytown that was
organized in 1857 and a Swedish Methodist church
that was organized in Chesterton in 1879.”

The earliest description of Baillytown was recorded
by Pastor T. N. Hasselquist. He visited the area in
September 1856 and described it in an issue of
Hemlandet:

About 4G miles east of Chicago...Hes a small Swedish
settlement, which may prove the most enduring. Asa
rule the land is covered by a forest, in part, with large
and old trees. The owners are well paid when selling to
the network of railroads. The ground is probably low
here and there, but where seeded it has shown itself
highly fruitful. Almost a score of larger and smaller land-
owners live here, mainly from Ostergotland. ... Some of
them own 100 or more acres, some 80 and 75 acres, and
less down to 2-1/2 acres of one couple. Their houses are
yet of inferior quality, of the kind found among new-
comers, but soon will be exchanged. .. for better and more
convenient accommodations. Surprisingly one could find
himselfin a wild forest in America and there come upon
Swedish families cultivating the earth around their small
houses. They paid from $6 to $12 per acre, but prices
have risen so that now one can demand $15 and over,
even $50 per acre.?

Cultural Landscape Report

Once they became landowners, it was often neces-
sary to continue as hired labor in order to obtain the
capital to create a successful farm. The manuscripts
for the 1870 U.S. Census of Agriculture for
Westchester Township enumerate one hundred and
sixty farms. Joel Wicker does not appear in the cen-
sus, indicating that he was not pursuing agriculture.
Emigrating in 1863, the Kjellberg family settled in
the United States several years before the first mass
influx of Swedish immigrants arrived. »

The Kjeliberg’s Arrival in America

Anders Ludwig Kjellberg (born 22 March 1830) and
Johanna (Anderson) Kjellberg (born 28 April 1829)
were married in Sweden in the 1850s. In [863 the
Kjellberg’s and their son, Cahrl (born 1859), emi-
grated to the United States from Sweden.? According
to oral history, the family immediately moved to the
Bailly area and lived at a temporary site until 1869
when they purchased the property now known as the
“Chellberg Farm.” Naomi Chellberg Studebaker re-
called the story:

“My grandfather and grandmother... ... came from Swe-
den in 1863. And my father {Calr! L. Kjeilberg, born
1859)] was then four years old, and they located in that
area a few years until they bought the farm and built a
home there in the same spot where this home is now and
started farming.”#

While Naomi Studebaker’s account indicates that the
family came immediately to the Bailly area, other
sources imply that the family may have spent time in
Bosten or Chicago before settling in Indiana. Also, it
is unclear whether or not Anders Kjellberg’s imme-
diate family was joined by other family members.
The popular story that is told by interpreters at the
farm indicates that the Kjellberg family met Joel
Wicker (the son-in-law of Joseph Bailly) in Chicago.
Wicker hired Anders Kjellberg to clean out brush from
cleared land in preparation for planting and provided
a small log house for the family.”

Anders Kjellberg had been a taifor and a lay preacher
in the Lutheran Church in Sweden. He continued to
place an emphasis on his religion after immigrating
and helped to establish the Augsburg Lutheran Church
in Porter. The Kjellberg’s second child, Carolyn, was
born in the mid 1860°. She died at the age of three
or four. Another daughter, Emily, was born in 1867.

Chapter Ii: Site History 17
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The family also had a foster son, Simon Larson who
was born in 1874 and joined the family before 1880,

The Kjellberg’s were part of a large influx of Swedish
immigrants that played an important part in the settle-
ment of the Calumet region, The immigrants provided
the necessary labor force for developing farmland,
railroads, and industry in the area. Members of this
close-knit Swedish-American farming community
emphasized their cultural heritage by teaching their
children Swedish, establishing Swedish churches, and
participating in social events where Swedish traditions
were observed.

The first property in the Bailly area that was owned by
the Kjellberg family was not the site now known as
the Chellberg Farm. On 5 February 1869, Andrew
Kilberg [sic] purchased four and one-eighth acres of
property from John Johnson for eighty-three dollars.
The property was described as being located “all south
of the railroad,” in the Southwest one-half of the
Northwest one-quarter of Section Thirty-five, Town-
ship Thirty-seven, Range Six. The property was across
the railroad tracks from the Swedish Lutheran Church
as shown in Figure I11-9, Hardesty’s 1876 Atlas of
Westchester Township. The proximity of the family’s
property to the church hints that they were quickly
immersed in the heart of the Swedish community. The
parcel was sold on 28 December 1869, two months
after the family obtained legal interest in the Chellberg
Farm property.?
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Figure 11-6: 1869 contract of J. A, Wicker's agreement with Anders Kjellberg and John Qberg. (Courtesy of Amanda J. Holmes)
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I November
1869
Kjellberg's
buy the farm.

Barn, Well,
Outhouse,
First House

built by 1872.

Possibly
Wagon Shed,
Chicken
House and
Corn Crib
built by 1879,

House Burns
16 December
1884,

Brick House
built in 1885.

Granary built
by 1890.

Figure II-7:
Chellberg Farm Timeline, 1869 - 1893

5 February 1869, Kjellberg purchased 4-1/8 acres near Church.
1 November 1869, Anders Kjellberg and J. Oberg purchased 40 acres of land
1869 that will eventually become the “Chellberg Farm.”

28 December 1869, Kjellberg sells 4-1/8 acres to Gustof Tilberg.
4 Acres of improved land, 1870.

.

1871 Kitchen garden likely during earliest period.

(Deed dated 4 April 1872 indicates property included a dwelling
and other improvements.)

-

1873

11 April 1874 Kjellberg is sole owner of the property.
26 June 1874, Kjellberg lease agreement with John Nelson signed.

_‘..
oL
|
m

1876
1877
1878

In 1879 the farm included a one-acre apple orchard (twenty-three trees), forty
acres of tilled land, ten acres of woodland, and ten acres of unimproved land.

1880

[ 1576 |
1877 |
| 1578
187
[ 1as0 |

Structure built by John Nelson murned over to Anders Kjellberg, 22 July 1881.
1882

1884

1887,

- 1888"
889

1890 -

16 April 1893, Anders Kjellberg died.

Note: Construction dates for the farm's earlier outbuildings have been approximated based on implications
made in the 4 April 1872 Deed and information found in the 1870 and 1880 Agricultural Census Manu-
scripts.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
KJELLBERG FARM, 1869-1893

On 1 November 1869 the Kjellberg/Chellberg family
began a one hundred and three-year association with
the property known today as the Cheliberg Farm. The
family initially acquired an interest in the farm prop-
erty when J. H. Wicker entered into an agreement with
John Oberg and Anders Kjellberg. Figure II-6 is a
copy of the contract. The contract documents the sale
of eighty acres consisting of the East half of the South-
east quarter of Section Twenty-seven Township
Thirty-seven Range Six West to Oberg and Kjellberg,

“For the sum of twelve dollars an acre and forty dollars
as back interest on an old contract in the manner foltow-
ing. Six hundred dollars in hand paid and the balance of
four hundred dollars to be in two equal payments of one
and two years from date with interest and to pay all taxes,
assessments or impositions that may be legally levied or
imposed upon said lot ...

Although it is possible that they moved some time
between ! November 1869 when the property was
purchased and 28 December 1869 when the other
property was sold, documentation hints that the fam-
ily may have waited until the start of the next growing
season to move to the farm. A residence and housing
for livestock would have been necessary, most likely
constructed during the Winter/Spring of 1870, While
Kjellberg and Oberg are both enumerated in the 1870
Population and Agricultural Census,” both documents
indicate that they were not living on the same prop-

erty, or close to each other. The two names are not

listed near each other in either document. The 1870
Population Census indicates that Andrew Shabr (sic)
was living in the area with his wife Johanna and two
children, Carl and Emily.

The Agricultural census for the same year indicates
that Kjellberg owned/managed a farm in its earliest
stages of development, When recorded in August
1870, Kjellberg’s property included a mere four acres
of improved land that produced no crops during the
year ending 1 June 1870. Kjellberg owned two “milch”
cows, two “other” cattle, and two swine, The sole pro-
duction enumerated for the year was one-hundred
pounds of butter. The same census indicates that John
Oberg’s farm was slightly more established than
Kjellbergs.” On an equal quantity of improved land,
four acres, ten bushels of Spring wheat, twenty-five
bushels of Winter wheat, and twelve bushels of Irish
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potatoes were produced. Oberg owned one swine and
two “milch” cows, and his farm produced one-hun-
dred and fifty pounds of butter during the year. It
appears that Kjellberg was residing at the property in
Section 28 when the 1870 census’ were recorded. [t
is possible that Oberg was already residing at the even-
tual Chellberg Farm site and that the crops raised by
him were the beginnings of cultivation at the prop-
erty. It is unlikely that both Oberg and Kjellberg were
residing on the property, since they are not listed near
each other in the manuscripts and Kjellberg owned
another piece of land. In Naomi Chellberg
Studebaker’s recollection of the family story, her
grandparents lived at another site “... untif they bought
the farm...” supporting the theory that the family did
not reside at the property until sometime after the
purchase was made late in 1869

The early establishment of the farm would have been
slow and difficult work. In general, the amount of land
that could be cleared depended on its condition, the
number of people working on it, and the amount of
outside work required to obtain cash. At the most, fif-
teen acres per year could be cleared under very
favorable conditions. Clearing five to ten acres per
year was more common. As land was cleared for cul-
tivation, cash could be obtained from the sale of
lumber and cordwood. Agriculture in the region in-
cluded small generalized farms and some orchards.
Fruit production included apples, pears, peaches,
plums, cherries, grapes, strawberries, and raspberries.
There were a number of peach orchards operating in
the Bailly area and Michigan City.*

In addition to agriculture, industry was evolving in the
area during this period. The United States Congress
approved funding for Calumet Harbor in 1870, ensur-
ing the region’s industrial future. The establishment
of the Harbor also foreshadowed the relatively early
demise of agriculture in the Calumet region. While
the predominantly sandy soil limited agricultaral pro-
ductivity in the area, the geographic location offered
extensive opportunities for industrial development.
Access to shipping via water and rail, proximity to
major markets in the Midwest and Western United
States, and abundant water for processing made the
Calumet region a desirable location for manufactur-
ing, mining, processing, and transportation activities.
However, in 1870 the future of the region was still
undetermined and the Kjellbergs, along with other
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Figure 11-8: Copy of the indenture of Andrew Kjllberg [sic] for the farm property, 1874.

Baillytown residents, worked toward establishing an
agriculival comm uniy ¥

The first buildings constructed at the farm were most
likely the barn, the house, a well, an outhouse, and
possibly a chicken coop and corncrib. Oral history
indicates that the barn was the first structure built at
the farm:

“...they built the barn, then they built the house that
later was destroyed, and then they built a wagon shed
and @ corn crib and the chicken, we call it.”

A deed dated 4 April 1872 implies that the property
included a dwelling, as well as other improvements.
With this transaction Andrew Kyllburgh [sic] pur-
chased the northern one-half of the property from Joel
H. Wicker, consisting of forty acres. Based on that
deed, it appears that the barn and original house were
built between 1 November 1869 and 4 April 1872. It
is also likely that a well and outhouse were built dur-
ing that period, since both would have been necessary
immediately upon occupation of the farm.*

On 11 April 1874, Anders Kjellberg mortgaged the
southern 40 acres from John and Mina (’berg and was
for the first time the sole owner of the entire eighty
acre property. Figure I1-8 is a copy of the mortgage.

On 26 June 1874, Kjellberg leased a small portion of
land that was adjacent to his house to John Nelson.
Nelson paid Kjellberg twenty-five dollars for a site
to build a ten by twenty four-foot house that would
revert to Kjellberg upon Nelson’s death. It is pos-
sible that the house that Nelson built was actually an
addition to the Kjellberg home (the lease indicates

the site to be “adjoining the Dwelling..” of
Kjellberg). John Nelson relinguished the title

ha
JUI8 N Qi I a2gg tne us Ior the

building to Kjellberg on 22 July 1881

By 1879 the farm included thirty poultry, eight cows,
two sheep, eleven swine, and five horses. This quan-
tity of livestock would have easily filled the barn, and
the number of poultry indicates a chicken coop would
have been necessary. Therefore, it is likely that the
chicken house was constructed between 1869 and
1879. Evidence also indicates that a corncrib may
have been built prior to 1879. In 1879 the farm pro-
duced 100 bushels of Indian corn, necessitating a

22 Chapter II: Site History



Chellberg Farm

Cultural Landscape Report

s i R v
"
il
ot TS
[T
/ 2 iR LFurness
e s, (CEAlasr B
Cratd faid
» i)
Z .
o P war,
" o e (/
w iBLFurness . ?
2 18 -
.?RLM Lanyin - l e v ‘x‘ HTaEss
. o : ot ]
The Chellberg Farm Property F i - - ;
- 238 Bl A i dviaced = / i inaen !)’y(r’-‘wﬂlj! Lot vet e
- - TIE TR o B - LN
e, # 7 x
'/:///‘: = Lean simg Marga i
i j o itaaet Storer . g vy Ity .
i R Ruel Starr N 1R S D anud
Z AL o = A S Sl - i
- e - ARuel Stare 9 g
A bes Bemmdd st . . \ - v An 5 M
s 1 i sderd YT T 1, B .’2 The A
- 531z BV s s s f8 ~ trsm \
- s s
= N bl . b - :q ‘ ;§ 1 2 ,3141? s
. b 4 Ber - .
- - ] (ERTHE o m wHk] 8 Ea R T R
20 ™ Kax |ows O w Lt 1o il : “ ) k: 3 wna gl ¢
r SIS ] v o B gt " 5",Ms-*"" poi frouis *r e B v I : AR i N
Ay o ; e ) '
S RelZsr 2 L E»"-‘.'m: I v i Geioed O |
Erpisaie] TR v Lir i3t 2 4% e, P " Hor ryr AR o add La B Mokt
o 9::13‘ ¥ T P maf® £ " - oy [P — . s P
- PR ol e L » P
é g Lan Sl Rt ity e T
£ o
PR pr—— 3 k¥ . ;* i ;‘ ™ el procattiorasn B R P Froensy L0
- = el & 0 e . i
w 11 B N : Jhamas [P ]
WET s 3" H g T - o M "0 4 oty §LEMCE B wicy Harensy caEtcdiler
g ? $3f - R - X durart, he o PN
o % oy 1 I8 o M dL ALY adrar ve g 4
oo i N ‘?‘7; A ol 3 i ) EL P T Pt 2 2 aufe [Tatereifey] wnesebhe
‘3 p ] 'y ’
SRR & ot | T B g \5 B d NE 5 2 W - o
-y b i I XNk IR E o a4 car . . Prumarton.
—--R__ R M. 30 5 4 Mg,.:. s - V iy _‘;;. - <F eyl P o T S
T I
"..'Ff itf;g-x:.vewm‘gar{%u’ i o f e ren L4 W e ,: Y e 3
g -
d oo . oo =
1 " » P o 181 Jann. Poifry & &
P HaE ' 1 AT e o e r | X
eviend Baiar ity B, 3 ; e . N . —
i - - i ey &L M-S 23 E) é‘
I3 i ]
3 f N J % k"
frizarm. P , o a L \resenazt |
=] " > _,," ottrmes [Sakn Humrsm: w MY S 3 Fi .fr.arnlrn:)w": . e A& Q 'y e§= §
PRI erid PAARE P9 R ot s H X et rhemaa W 8 s e
p il o i P8 i) 13,
e R n i 18K 3
R ki o, - A g IR R " LI Latkorrme T » 2t '\:
ot ryan Wimge n
itsbrmen 5 ) o Hagnes £ Smith ol m‘l{' N E ':‘ - - "‘"’ e (T ‘:‘ . ; [ S {{p{f
2 L 3 -
abn Ruish o = “ E‘s v ire a4 | e LU PRSI SR EOW - o LTL«
* » - By pegipieRiuns ) A I x 3 P

Range Vi \_

Figure [1-9: Hardesty's Atlas of Porter County 1876.

storage location. While other grains were stored in
the house (and lost in the 1884 fire), corn was not
lost in the fire in 1884, The large quantity of com
would have been difficult to store in the house or barn
indicating the use of a separate structure.

The construction dates of the farm’s earlier outbuild-
ings have been approximated based on implications
made in the 4 April 1872 Deed and information found
in the 1870 and 1880 Agricultural Census Manu-
seripts.®

The production of apples indicates the maturity of the
apple trees—the orchard had been in place for sev-
eral years. Naomi Chellberg Studebaker indicated that
her grandfather planted one orchard and then her fam-
ily expanded the orchard at the same site—just south
of the house.*

RangeV.
First property in the area to be awned by the Kjellberg family.

On 24 January 1876, Anders Kjlberg [sic] and Johanna
Kjiberg [sic] mortgaged their property to Robert Close
of Lake County, Indiana, and paid off the loan from
John Oberg. Hardesty’s Atlas of Porter County, Indi-
ana, Figure 11-9, indicates that A, Kilberg [sic] owned
eighty acres in 1876. Neighbors with tilled or other-
wise improved land according to the Atlas include E.
Allenquist, Rose Howe, J. A. Peterson, H. J. Nelson,
and J. & O. Peterson. Hardesty’s 1876 Atlas also in-
dicates that an August Kilberg owned thirty-seven
acres adjacent fo the southern shore of Mud Lake in
Section 28, and a C. Kilberg owned forty acres in Sec-
tion 32, Itis possible that these were Anders’ brothers.
By 1895, the Township plat indicates that a Charles
Chellberg owned the property adjacent to Mudd Lake.
Perhaps August Kilberg was actually Anders Kjellberg
and the land was transferred to Charles Chellberg af-
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Figure [[-10: Land Use Proportions, 1879

ter his father’s death. It is also possible that August
Kilberg was an uncle.®

The 1880 Federal Population Census indicates that
Andrew Kilberg [sic] was 50 years old and the head of
a household that included his wife, three children, and
an adopted son who was a carpenter and boarder. {(one
in each of these age groups: 1-10, 11-20 (Emily would
have been 13 years old}, and 20-over). One twenty-
year old son was working on the farm (born in 1859
Cart was 20 in 1880).%

During the first decade after Anders Kjellberg pur-
chased the farm it grew substantially, and by the time
the 1880 Agricultural Census was recorded, a total of
sixty acres had been cleared. Forty acres were tilled
and growing crops, and twenty acres consisted of
meadow, pasture, orchards or vineyards. In addition,
the property included ten acres of woodland and ten
upimproved acres. While it is unknown where each
land use occurred on the property, Figure 11-10 il-
lustrates the proportional sizes of each of these land
uses in relation to the entire eighty-acre parcel.

@ Tilksd/ Cultivated, forty acres

OWoodland/Forest, ten acres

|

CTUnimproved, ten acres ~
'f H Undetermined, nineteen acres

|

|
BiOrchard, cne-acre H

i

[

J

The value of the farm had increased to Four-theusand
dollars, quadrupling the purchase price paid eleven
years carlier. During 1879, no wages were paid for
labor at the farm. The estimated value for all farm
productions (sold, consumed or on hand) in 1879 was
$600. As of 1 June 1880, there were five horses, two
“milch” cows, and six other cows at the farm. During
1879, two cattle were purchased and one was sold.
Three hundred pounds of butter were produced at the
farm in 1879. The farm included two sheep, one of
which was shorn in the spring of 1880 producing three
pounds of wool. There were also eleven swine, and
thirty chickens on hand. During the year of 1879 fifty
dozen eggs were produced at the farm.

Of the forty cultivated acves, nine acres of Indian corn
produced 100 bushels; three acres of oats produced
forty bushels; one acre of rye produced fifteen bush-
els; and seven acres of wheat produced one hundred
and twenty-two bushels. Five tons of hay were har-
vested from five acres of land in 1879. One acre was
planted in Irish potatoes producing seventy-five bush-
els, Indian corn and wheat utilized the largest
cultivated areas--sixteen of the forty tilled acres. Fig-
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Hay, five acres |
& indian Corn, nine acres i
O Oats, three acres ]
3Rye, one acre s
B Wheat, seven acres

B Pofatoes, one acre

|
[
|

'8 Undetermined, fourteen acres;
L. S

I

Figure li-11: Proportions of Tilled Acres, 1879

ure II-11 illustrates the amount of land cultivated for
these crops in relation to the areas used by other crops.
The census enumerated no peas, beans, flax, hemp,
hops, sweet potatoes, or tobacco, no vineyards, mar-
ket gardens, or bees, and no sugar or molasses was
produced from either sorghum or maple in 1879. The
farm included a one-acre apple orchard consisting of
twenty-three bearing trees which produced ten bush-
els of apples in 1879, at an estimated worth of
three-dollars. Six cords of wood were cut for an esti-
mated value of ten dollars. The census certainly
indicates that the farm was weli established by 1879.%

Another phase of construction at the farm during this
phase was initiated by a crisis. On 16 December 1884
the original wood frame house was destroyed by fire.
The fire claimed all of the family’s belongings includ-
ing clothing, furniture, insurance papers, and deeds.
In addition, 75 bushels of wheat, 35 bushels of rye,
50 bushels of oats, flour, and pork were lost in the
fire. As a result of the disaster the family constructed
anew home the following year, a balloon frame gable-
and-wing with a brick veneer. The new house was
constructed upon the same site and cellar used by the
original farmhouse, Family history indicates Andrew

J. Lundquist, a local farmer and friend of the
Chellbergs, built the house. In addition to the brick
farmhouse, another major structure was added to the
farm after the fire. The granary was constructed some-
time after 1884 and was a major addition to the farm
indicating a new approach to storing grain products,
The devastating loss of provisions as a result of the
house fire most likely pushed the family toward con-
structing the granary.

The construction of the brick farmhouse in 1885 was
a major addition to the farm. For many families the
construction of a new, larger house would have indi-
cated an improved level of prosperity, however, the
Chellberg farmhouse was constructed as a direct re-
sult of the disastrous fire that consumed the original
family home. The use of brick for the new house was
more likely to be an attempt to guarantee that another
fire would not threaten the family, than a display of a
new level of wealth

The financial hardship incurred by the family due to
the fire had a long-term effect on the farm. Over the
next several decades the family took out a series of
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mbrtgages in efforts to repay debts and make improve-
ments to the property. Figure 11-13 provides a
summary of the mortgage transactions.”

In addition to their agricultural activities, the family
emphasized their ethnic heritage and participated in
the Swedish-American community. They were active
members of the Augsburg Lutheran Church in Porter
— Anders was a lay preacher and served as the church
school superintendent. One account indicates that
Anders helped to establish the church. The family
spoke Swedish at home and Swedish holidays were
observed. Although there was a strong emphasis on
their Swedish heritage, the family was also undergo-
ing a transition to become Americans. Sometime
during this period Cahr! Kjellberg changed the speii-
ing of his name to Carl Levin Chellberg and Anders
and Carl became American citizens.”

See the map exhibits at the end of this chapter
for the Historic Period Plans, 1869-1884 and
1885-1893.
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SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE
CHARACTERISTICS, 1869-1893

Although documentation regarding the layout, circu-
lation, and spatial organization at the farm is meager
for this time period, these materials can be supple-
mented with inferences made based on documents
relating to later dates. Maps published during the pe-
riod are limited to plat maps that do not include details
beyond property boundaries and the approximate lo-
cation of a residence for each parcel. Mortgage
records, a newspaper article, and agricultural census
manuscripts helped to provide an understanding of
when each of the buildings were present as well as
quantities of cultivated fields. However, these docu-
ments do not provide information linking the elements
to specific locations on the property. Oral history
accounts and historic photographs that relate to later
dates helped to develop an understanding of the land-
scape during this period.

The organization of the yard appears to have begun in

" this early phase, with changes in later periods typi-

cally consisting of additions of new buildings or other
landscape elements. The location of the original struc-
tures including the house, barn, chicken house, and
well, have remained stable over the farm’s existence.
Although the original house was replaced with the ex-
tant farmhouse, it was built on the same site. The
granary was another major addition made in the middle
of this period. These two structures, in addition to
the earlier barn and out buildings, created a frame-
work for the activitics at the farm. A loosely defined
vard lay between the buildings—defined on the south
by the farmhouse and well, on the west by the granary
and chicken house, and on the north by the barn. This
area provided a place for many of the farm activities
to ocour—butchering, moving grains and hay from the
fields to their storage locations, chicken grazing, and
vehicular vse and storage. The farm vehicles could
approach any of the farm buildings from this area.

The earliest historic photographs available were taken
in 1908—fifteen years after the end of this period.
There is some data that may be implied from the turn
of the century photographs. In the front yard the
maple tree on the left side of Figure I1-15 appears to
have been at least fifteen years old when the photo-
graph was taken. The stump seen at the lower right
corner of the image indicates another mature tree that
was probably present before 1893. Both of these trees

Cultural Landscape Report

are shown on the Historic Period Plan, 1869-1834.
It is unknown if the fenced front yard existed during
this period.

The farm included a one-acre apple orchard that was
already productive in 1879, indicating that it had been
in place for several years. The orchard may have been
planted as early as 1869. Oral history accounts indi-
cate that the orchard location did not change over the
life of the farm, however the interviewees were not
present during this earliest period. Environmental
conditions and practical concerns support the theory
that the orchard site did not change. Its situation on a
south facing slope that provided shelter from severe
winter winds as well as access to maximum sunlight
created an ideal environment for fruit trees. In addi-
tion, location of the orchard close to the farmhouse
would provide easy access for maintaining and pro-
tecting the trees from browsing animals or late spring
frosts. These reasons indicate that the site directly
south of the farmhouse would have been the best site
on the property for the orchard.

While the family would surely have cultivated a veg-
etable garden quickly after establishing occupancy,
there is no documentation indicating its location or
size.

1t is probable that the east-west entrance road to the
farm from Mineral Springs Road (“the lane™) has
served as the farm’s main entrance since this early
period. Another circulation route was referred to by
Naomi Studebaker—a lane that ran from the barn north
to Oak Hill Road. It is possible that this may have
served as a farm road or access road at one time, but
there is no means available for verifying this theory.

By 1879 the farm included forty acres of cultivated
fields. The locations of these fields would have been
in areas with suitable topography. It is likely that the
family used the trees in the ravine as a source for
wood. It is unknown whether the ravine was utilized
by the family for other activites during this period.
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Figure 11-12:
Chellberg Farm Timeline, 1893 - 1908

16 April 1893 Anders Kjellberg died.

9 March 1894 C. L. Chellberg purchased the entire farm --buying out the inter-
ests of his mother and sister.

1895
1896

mily Kjellberg married Alfred Borg.

B

1898

1.3 =T channa Kjellberg died.

1901
Farmhouse
Expansion &
Renovation

1901 C. L. Chellberg married Ottomina Peterson. Two shade trees in front
yard {a Pignut Hickory and a4 Maple)--area around the farmhouse open.

BE

1962
1903
1904

1906
Areometer
Windmill
installed.

1905

1906 Areometer windmill installed. There may have been another windmill on
the property previously--the family definitely needed a means to obtain water,

i

BLT A Windmills were readily available by the early 1870s.

Front Yard
fence by
1908.

BN 1 908 Farm's dairy operation began as the South Shore Railroad line was com-
pleted. By 1908 the front yard included a fence, at least one gate, and

;

ormamental plants around the house foundation.

28
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SECOND GENERATION AT THE
CHELLBERG FARM, 1893-1908

Transition to a Second Generation,
1893-1901

Anders Kjellberg died intestate on 16 April 1893 at
the age of 63. One year later, on 9 March 1894, C. L.
Chellberg became the sole owner of the farm when
he bought his mothers” and sisters’ inherited interest
inthe property.* C. L. paid Johanna and Emily $3500
and agreed to provide food and shelter for them as
long as they lived on the farm. A detailed Letter of
Agreement between Johanna Kjellberg and Charles
Levin Chellberg describes the provisions:

“Charles Levin Chellberg for and in consideration
of the execution of the above Warranty Deed agreed to
do and perform the following. Namely, to furnish the
said Johanna Kjeliberg necessary house room and fuel.
Ten Bushels of Wheat, Five Bushels Potatoes, one hun-
dred pounds of meat, and one guart of milk daily when
the same is produced on the farm conveyved as herein
described. The food and provisions herein mentioned
is the quantity to be furnished yearly except milk which
is above described. Now, it is understood that if the
Said Sohanna Kellberg {sic] Shall not stay and five on
said farm that this agreement is oaly binding for a pro-
rata of the food and grain promised or as much of it as
the proportions of time She may Stay on the farm. "™

On 4 April 1894, one month after he became the sole
owner of the farm, C. L. paid the 1876 mortgage to
Robert Close. In order to payoff the mortgage, C. L.
took out a new mortgage for $1000 from Edward
Ackerman of Cook County, Illinois. This was the
fourth of a series of eight mortgages that were taken
out on the property. Figure 1I-13 includes a sum-
mary of the mortgage transactions. Each morigage
was used to payoff the last, until the family was fi-
nally able to release the final mortgage on 25 July
1917, almost forty-eight years after Anders Kjellberg
initially purchased the property. In July of 1899 C. L.
took out a $1,500 mortgage and paid off a $1,000 loan.
Although the extra cash could have been to cover in-
terest, it is likely that C. L. intended to buy equipment
or make other improvements to the farm.

As C. L. Chellberg took over the operation of the farm
he had a desire to run the farm differently than his
father and sought out information to determine a new
approach. He subscribed to The Farm Journal from at
least February 1894 through May 1895, In those is-
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sues, the journal supplied popular views about farm-
ing mixed with advertisements, poems, and citations,
all heavily laden with references to God’s will, piety,
frugality, and the appropriate path to heaven. Dairy
farming was often referred to favorably, and one ar-
ticle suggested that the “...surest and best way of
reducing the size of the mortgage...” was to operate a
milk dairy. This advice was only supplied to the farmer
after first insisting that se consider his wife’s opin-
ion regarding the business since “...women are not
destitute of business ability, and the man who locks
with contempt upon her as an adviser and helper, is
getting away from the path that leads to peace and
plenty...” Perhaps the advice was noted by C. L. dur-
ing the next several years while he determined a focus
for the farm and planned to marry Ottomina Peterson.
At any rate, the highly subjective writing in the jour-
nal may have inspired C. L. Chellberg to investigare
more scientific information regarding dairy farming
and other topics discussed in the articles.®

It appears that C. L. Chellberg, and possibly other fam-
ily members, acquired scientific information for
improving the success of the farm. A number of U.S.
Department of Agriculture Farmer’s Bulletins dating
from 1896 through 1908, were found at the farm af-
ter the National Park Service acquired the property.
The seven bulletins that are in the park’s archives ad-
dress issnes related to growing potatoes, sweet
potatoes, food storage, fertilizers, and hog illnesses.*

A bulletin published in 1894 provided detailed infor-
mation about two hog illnesses, hog cholera and swine
plague. If the diseases were present in the area, it is
likely that the information in the bulletin influenced
the way the hogs were treated at the farm, The bulle-
tin described sanitary measures to be used to help
prevent the introduction of the diseases to a popula-
tion of hogs. It recommended that hogs be kept in a
pen or small lot and be kept as dry as possible. In
addition, visits to farms where the disease was present
were discouraged since the disease could be brought
back to the home farm by tracking manure on shoes
or the feet of dogs or horses.”

It is likely that the family used other bulletins as well.
Each includes a list of all bulletins published to date.
In April 1897, Bulletin 55 titled “The Dairy Herd: Its
Formation and Management,” provided detailed in-
structions for beginning a dairy farm. Two ways for
formting a dairy herd were described, buying or breed-
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PROPERTY TOTAL AMOUNT TRANSFER | TRANSFEROQR | DPATE
DATE | PURCHASED | PURCHASE OF OR .| MORTGAGE DUE
PRICE MORTGAGE MORTGAGE FROM
TO
1 El/2 of SEI/4 John Oberg 1
November of $1,000 $400 Anders J. H. Wicker November
1869 §27, T37, R6W “with interest” Kjellberg 1871
N2 ofEL2
4 April of SE1/4 of $430 NO Anders loel H. Wicker
1872 8§27, T37, R6W MORTGAGE Kijellberg
S122 of EV/2 of
11 April SE1/4 of 8§27, $1,000 $1,000 Anders John and Mina 11 April
1874 T37, R6W 6% interest Kjellberg Oberg 1878
24 Anders and 26
Jamuary $300 Johanna Robert Close February
1876 Kjellberg, 1882
21 RELEASE Anders and
February {$800 + interest, Johanna John and Mina
1876 11 April 1874) Kijellberg Oberg,
9 March Their portion $3,500 Charles Levin Johanna and
1894 of the estate. Chellberg Emily Kjellberg
RELEASE
4 April ($800 + interest, Robert Close
1894 21 January
1876)
6 April $1,000 Charles Levin Edward 6 April
1894 7% interest/year Chellberg Ackerman 1897
5 June RELEASE Charles Levin Edward
1897 {31,000 + Chellberg Ackerman
interest
6 April 1894)
26 May $1,000 Charles Levin Hedda 26 May
1897 6% interest Chellberg Swenson[sic] 1898
5 July $1,500 Charles Levin Edward 5 July
1899 5% interest Chellberg Ackerman 1904
RELEASE
5 July (31,000 + Charles Levin Hedda
1899 interest Chellberg Swenson[sic]
26 May 1897)
23 May $500 *Minnie and Charles P. and
1905 5% interest/year | Charles Levin Matilda Nelson 23 May
Chellberg 1908
28 RELEASE Minnie and Charles P. and
February (3300 + interest { Charles Levin Matilda Nelson
1907 23 May 1905) Chellberg
RELEASE Minnie and
19 June (31,500 + Charles Levin Edward
1911 interest Chellberg Ackerman
5 July 1899)
Charles Levin
21 July $500 and Minnie Edward 21 July
1911 5% interest/year Chellberg Ackerman 1916
25 yly RELEASE Charles Levin
1917 ($500 + interest and Minnie Edward
B 21 July 1911 Chellberg Ackerman

Figure II-13: Summary of Mortgage Transactions
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Figure 11-14: 1893 Township plat map. The Chellberg Farm site is circled,

ing. The Chellberg family posessed neither the ex-
pertise nor abundant capital required for buying a new
herd, A combination of the two was recommended
wherein one would buy a number of good animals and
a few superior cows as well as a first class bull. After
purchasing the initial herd, improvement could be
achieved through breeding and selection.

The bulletin also included a description of the best
accommodations for dairy cattle that stated “the large
and lofty barn, i which to keep the cattle and the crops,
the manure and farm implements, all within four rect-
angular walls and under one roof, can no longer be
regarded as perfection. No matter how well arranged
and how thorough the ventilation, the danger of loss
and damage is too great.” The forage should be housed
in a separate or slightly attached building from the
structure that houses the cows. The cow house should
provide adequate ventilation—a room with the ceil-
ing open to the roof is better than one with a low, level
ceiling above the cows. The author recommended that
each cow have at least a stall 3-1/2 to 4 feet wide.
Cattle ties should provide freedom of movement, com-
fort, and cleanliness. “There are serious objections
to all stanchions; if some form of this devise is in-
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Cultural Landscape Report

sisted upon, let it be one which is so hung as to move
a few inches in any direction.” The author also rec-
ommended an open level feeding floor in front of the
cows rather than any form of boxes.*

Another bulletin published the same year provided
detailed recommendations regarding milking, removal
of milk from the stable, straining, aerating, cooling,
storing, skimming, and hauling milk to the factory. The
bulletin is summarized in “Fifty Dairy Rules” that in-
clude: #2, “Observe and enforce the utmost
cleanliness about the cattle, their attendants, the
stable, the dairy, and all utensils;” #33, “Remove the
milk of every cow at once from the stable to a clean,
dry room, where the air is pure and sweet. Do not
allow cans to remain in stables while they are being
filled;” and #38, “If milk is stored, it should be held in
tanks of fresh, cold water (renewed daily), in a clean,
dry, cold room.™

Although the Chellberg Farm’s dairy operation was
not clearly established until 1908, planning for the
dairy would have begun much earlier. Since the fam-
ity had limited cash, development of the herd was most
likely achieved through breeding and selection which
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would have required several years. An account by
Naomi Chellberg Studebaker also indicates that this
was the method used by her father:

“Mostly what I remember was the milk cows, or the dairy
herd. [Father] had somewhere around a dozen, maybe
fourteen. The barn wasn’t too large. And then they
would have a growing herd that was going to be the next
one’s, you know. And we always mitked them by hand.
There were maybe three or four that would be milked by
each one of us in the morning and evening.”*

It is likely that C. L. Chellberg was in the process of
developing the herd by 1901, and possible that he be-
gan planning the dairy business much earlier.

During this phase C. L. Chellberg, Emily Kjellberg
and Johanna Kjellberg continued to live and work at
the farm. After Emily Kjellberg married Alfred Borg
in 1897, she continued to live at the farm with her
husband and two children until 1901. The addition of
Emily’s husband may have meant another able-bodied
worker at the farm. His opinions could have inspired
changes af the farm. Since Alfred Borg was a carpen-
ter/brickworker by trade it is perhaps more likely that
he worked off of the farm—and that his impact to the
running of the farm was limited to monetary contri-
butions. In 1899 Johanna Kjllberg died at the age of
70. After their mother’s death, C. L. Chellberg and
Emily and Alfred Borg continued to live in the farm-
house together until C. L. married Ottomina Peterson
in 1901, At that time, Emily and Alfred and their two
children moved away from the farm. They lived with
various relatives until ca. 1904 when construction was
completed on their new house which was located
across Oak Hill Road from the farm.*

12 Chapter II: Site History
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Chellberg Farm

The Second Generation is Established,
1901-1908

When C. L. married OttoMina (the family called her
Minnie) Peterson in 1901, the domestic aspects of
the farm began a new phase. Minnie Chellberg was
concerned with appearances and the farmhouse and
landscape were renovated during her tenure at the
farm. This short period represents a time when the
new household was becoming established. The farm
operations were continuing in a similar fashion to that
of previous years. The period ends in 1908 when docu-
mentation firmly establishes that the dairy farm was
operational.

OttoMina Peterson was born in Baillytown on 3 Sep-
tember 1869. C. L. and Minnie Chellberg had four
children: Frank (born 1903, died 1904); Ruth Mildred
{(born 1904, died 1973); Naomi Victoria (born 1907,
died 1988); and Carl Lewis (born 1913, died 1973).
Minnie Chellberg was very particular about the aspects
of the farm that were under her supervision. Many
accounts recall Minnie Chellberg as a fastidious per-
sonality reflected in the appearance and organization
of the house, yard, garden, and chicken house.*

In 1901 Minnie Chellberg guided the expansion and
renovation of the farmhouse. The dining room was
created by removing several partitions that had for-
merly created two or three small rooms. A kitchen,
sumuer kitchen, and porch were added. Also, a cis-
tern that collected water from the gutters was installed
under the house. The cistern provided water for house-
hold use. The kitchen sink had a hand pump on it that
was used to pump the water out of the cistern. There
was a hot well attached to the back of the stove that
held a couple of gallons of water that would be heated
by radiation from the fire in the stove. This system
was used until the gutters fell into disrepair, probably
in the forties. After that water was used from the
windmill well until running water was installed in
1953 .5

Minnie Chellberg was a gardener and loved flowers,
as a result the appearance of the farm’s landscape was
emphasized during her presence. Historic photo-
graphs that date to this period illustrate a yard with
many flowers and flowering shrubs. Naomi
Studebaker recalled her mother stating that when she
moved into the house in 1901 there were “practically
no trees at all around the homestead.” There were,

Cultural Landscape Report

however, at least two trees present before 1901, A
large Pignut Hickory (which died in 1945) and a maple
that still stands in front of the house were already there
when Minnie Chellberg arrived. Minnie planted many
of the older trees presently around the house, includ-
ing the walnut in the front yard. It is likely that she
also planted the trees that lined the “lane,” the entrance
road that approaches the farm from Mineral Springs
Road. In addition to planting trees, Minnie also main-
tained a “front yard” that included colorful annuals and
perennials. She planted “several beautiful flower gar-
dens, including a round one in the front yard that had
pansies, cosmos, iris, chrysanthemums, gladiolus,
roses and daisies.””

The farm vegetable garden was Minnie’s responsibil-
ity—in it she raised a wide variety of vegetables for
use by the family, The garden included beans, carrots,
potatoes, sweet corn, cabbage, leaf lettuce, tomatoes,
parsnips, green peppers, sage, and flowers. Minnie’s
vegetable garden was located to the east of the front
vard, and was rectangular in shape. In addition to pro-
duce grown at the farm, the family utilized several
natural resources. Naomi Chellberg Studebaker re-
members picking wild blueberries in the “marsh.”
Crops grown during this period included com, oats,
wheat, clover, timothy and alfalfa. The grain was taken
to the nearby McCool mill to be ground for feed and
flour. It was stored at the farm in the granary, which
was built by 1890.%

The Areometer winmill was installed in 1906. There
may have been another windmill at the farm previously-
-the family definitely needed a means to obtain water.
Windmills were readily available by the early 1870s.

See the map exhibits at the end of this chapter for
the Historic Period Plan, 1893-1908.
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Figure 11-16: A second view of the house and family, circa 1908. (H2-0003)
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Figure [I-17: Charles L. and OttoMina Chellberg, with Naomi and Ruth, sit in the yard, facing west, 1910. Behind the family, a fence, gate,

utility pole, and plants are visible. (H2-0005)

SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE
CHARACTERISTICS, 1893 - 1908

All of the buildings that are known to have been
present during the previous phase continued to exist
during this period. The arrival of OttoMina Peterson
Chellberg, after her marriage to C. L. Chellberg, had
an impact on the farm that was indicated by the imme-
diate farmhouse renovation and expansion and the
vacation of Emily Kjellberg Borg and her family.

As discussed in the Summary of Landscape Charac-
teristics, 1869-1893, the yard between the house,
barn and other buildings would have begun its func-
tion as a utilitarian space immediately upon
construction of the buildings. The area would have
certainly provided the most convenient location for
activities that involved livestock, farm implements or
preparations for storage of provisions since these re-
quire close proximity to the buildings.

It is likely that the fenced front yard was established
during this period, although it is possible that it was
installed earlier. By 1908 when the first historic pho-
tographs are available the front yard included a fence

(the right side of Figure II-15 shows a gate), two
deciduous trees, and ornamental plants around the
house. A 1910 photograph, Figure II-17, illustrates
a fence and gate at the eastern side of the front yard,
Naemi Chellberg Studebaker’s account that there were
practically no trees around the homestead when her
mother arrived in 1901 provides insight that the farm-
house was situated in an open area.

Figure I1-17 also implies that the lane entrance road
to the farm from Mineral Springs Road was estab-
lished either during or before this period. Inthe upper
left corner of the photograph a treelined road is ap-
parent. Althcugh it is difficult to determine their age
without knowing the species of the trees, they appear
to be reaching maturity and are probably between five
to twenty years old, indicating that they were planted
between 1890 and 1905.

No documentation has been found that provides de-
tails regarding the orchard, the garden, the fields
or the ravine for this period. The establishment of
their existence during the previous phase and known
presence in later periods leads to the assumption that
they were continuing parts of the farm landscape.
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Pole Barn
built in
carly
1900s.

Ca. 1917
Silo
built.

Flectricity
at the farm.

built.

Tenant House

buiit.

Sugar Camp

Figure II-18:
Chellberg Farm Timeline, 1908 - 1937

First historic photograph of farm shows details of front yard and farmhouse.

1919 Electrification of the farm--included interior lights in house and bamn, pole
and wires between house and barn and a yard light. Cucumbers grown for a local
pickle manufacturer.

Around 1920 trains in the local area discontinued making "milk stops.”

Original Com Crib collapsed by the time "Spring Butchering” photograph was
taken.

Tenant House built before photograph taken in 1926.

1930s pole barn collapsed in a snow storm.

1934 or 1935, Sugar Camp built--maple syrup production in full swing.

6 August, 1937, C. L. Chellberg died.
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THE CHELLBERG DAIRY FARM, 1908-1937

By 1908 a shift in the farm operation was firmly es-
tablished. The farm had switched from producing
mainly grain to becoming a dairy and grain farm. This
change was the direct resuit of the compietion of the
South Shore Railroad line. The South Shore stopped
within one mile of the farm and the Chellberg family
transported milk to the train stop daily to be taken to
a dairy in East Chicago, Indiana,

information regarding the farm operations and domes-
tic activities during this period has been obtained
through oral history accounts with members of the
Chellberg family. These members are referred to
throughout this section and are briefly introduced
here. Naomi Cheliberg was one of C.L. and Ottomina
Chellberg’s daughters. Born in 1907, she lived at the
farm until her marriage to Alden Studebaker in 1926.
She continued to spend time at the farm throughout
her life and her husband and sons played active roles
in the farm operations. Ms. Studebaker died in 1988.
Ann Chellberg Medley is the daughter of Carl and
Hilda Chellberg. She lived at the farm throughout her
childhood. Henry Studebaker and Arthur Studebaker
are the sons of Naomi Chellberg Studebaker and Alden
Studebaker, From 1933 until 1939 Henry and Arthur
spent every aflernoon at their grandparents farm. They
did farm chores and continued to work on the farm
with their uncle and father on various projects through
the mid-1950s. The two boys also lived in the tenant
house at the farm during school breaks while they at-
tended college in the 1950s,

The date when the dairy operation ended is unclear.
One source indicates that around 1920 the trains dis-
continued stopping for the milk, however Henry
Studebaker remembers that the farm continued to pro-
duce milk into the mid-1930s. While it is difficult to
determine the date when the dairy operation ended, it
appears that the dairy activities began to decrease af-
ter the South Shore stop was discontinued. The family
looked to other activities—such as constructing and
renting a tenant house at the farm—to provide extra
cash. During the 1930s C. L. and Minnie Chellberg
were getting older and could not do as much work as
they had previously. Although Ruth continued to work
and reside at the farm until the mid-forties, Naomi
married in 1926 and moved off of the farm. Carl
Chellberg continued to live at the farm and help his
parents. By 6 August 1937 when C. L. Chellberg died,
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his estate included only two cows. It is possible that
the farm included more cattie that was considered to
be the property of other family members. The end of
this phase is defined by the year that C. L. died—1937.
After that, the farm changed hands once again, and the
management experienced another shift,™

Throughout this period, family members took part in
numerous activities. The dairy operation required the
help of all family members and as the children be-
came old enough they played important roles; milking,
feeding, and caring for the livestock. The dairy in-
cluded twelve to fourteen milking cows. In addition,
there were young cows that required care. After the
milk was collected it was placed in the pump-house
to be cooled. Cold water was pumped into the trough
continuously to cool the milk. On windy days the
windmill powered the pump and on calm days the pump
had to be manually operated. A silo was added to the
bam ca. 1917, greatly changing the approach to stor-
ing corn at the farm. Previously a cornerib was used
and whole corn was stored and fed to the cattle. With
the addition of the silo, corn was chopped into silage
for feed and the corncrib became obsolete. The origi-
nal corncrib was no longer standing in the Spring of
1921.%

Crops grown at the farm included wheat, oats, com,
barley, hay, and sometimes rye. Wheat was the pri-
mary crop and oats were secondary. Wheat, oats, and
rye required threshing—this was accomplished by hir-
ing a contractor to bring a threshing machine to the
farm.

“...threshing machines would be scheduled around the
area... they would come to different properties and spend
the day and when they were done threshing they wouid
pick up shop and move o the nexs farm so they could
thresh the next day.” The whole family was part of the
threshing crew “because it was a very labor intensive
operation to make sure you got the wheat bundles up to
the threshing machine and kept it going and kept it busy
and got through the whole harvest as fast as you could
50 that the guys could pack up their machinery and move
on to the next farm before the sun went down.”

The wheat and rye grain was taken to a milt to be pro-
cessed for animal feed and flour, The last time that
wheat was threshed at the farm was in the 19305, prob-
ably in 1938 or 1939. Corn was picked by hand. The
horses pulled a wagon down the rows of corn while
the ears were picked.
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In addition to the original eighty acre property, the
Chellbergs owned or used other sites for raising hay
and providing pasture for the cows. The family owned
twenty-eight acres of land north of Highway 12 that
was regularly used for hay. 1t was a wet, marshy area.
The family tried 1o grow a few different crops there,
but were not successful because it was difficult to till
and harvest. It was also used for grazing in the sum-
mer months when it was dry. The marsh drained into
the Little Calumet River via the Sameulson Ditch un-
til the construction of the steel mills interrupted this
drainage pattern. Another non-adjacent property, a
portion of the Peterson property that was located on
the north side of Qak Hill Road, was also used for
grazing the Chellberg livestock.”

While the dairy was the major focos of the farm dur-
ing this period, the family participated in a variety of
other endeavors. They confinued to raise hogs and
chickens; a large vegetable garden provided fresh pro-
duce. Hogs were a major endeavor and the farm
*...raised twelve hogs a year, butchered six and sold
the others or used them for new stock.” Butchering
at the farm occurred in the yard area between the bamn
and the house. The meat was cured in a smokehouse
that was built behind the farmhouse (date?). Minnie
raised chickens and according to orai history she took
very tender care of them. She had a couple dozen
chickens, Rhode Island Reds, White Leghoms, and
Guinea Hens. The chickens produced eggs and pro-
vided meat for the family. Throughout this period
horses were used for the majority of the fieldwork.*

Many vegetables were stored in the cellar for use in
the winter and others were canned or pickled. The
orchard was mature and the family had an abundance
of fresh apples and pears, They also had crabapples
and peaches. There was a smail vineyard and Minnie
Chellberg made jelly from the grapes. The family
raised cucumbers that they sold to a local pickle manu-
facturer at least one year (1919). Minnie Chellberg
was an excellent cook and worked off of the farm ca-
tering parties at the Dune Acres Country Club (in the
mid-1920s) as well as for wealthy families in the area,
According to Henry Studebaker, meals at the farm were
standard fare consisting of meat {primarily fowi or
pork), potatoes, and vegetables that were raised in the
farm garden (including corn, green beans, peas, and
carrots).*

Towards the end of this period, in the 1930, the family
began making maple syrup to sell for cash to pay the

Figure 11-19: Circa 1914-1915 photo of “Montreal Bank
Employees™ In the background there is a structure that looks like
a corncrib near the chicken coop.

Figure [1-20: The woodshed at the top of the ravine. (HS-0040)

property taxes. They collected maple sap and made
syrup with rudimentary equipment for a couple of
years before they built the sugar camp. It was built in
either 1934 or 1935 by a member of one of Alden
Studebaker’s construction crews, probably Oscar
Nelson. It was constructed with concrete blocks that
were made at Dune Acres. The sugaring operation
involved tapping well over one hundred trees. The
majority of the trees that were tapped were located at
the Chellberg Farm property, in the ravine. Qccasion-
ally trees at the Nelson farm were also tapped. The
Chellbergs sold the syrup that they produced and used
the cash to pay the taxes. People would come to the
farm to buy the syrup. This started with family mem-
bers, and spread by word of mouth. Many people from
Chicago came to the farm to buy the syrup.*
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Figure 11-21: The Ravine facing East with farm buildings in the background. Note the fence and distribution of trees.

The sap was collected when there was a thaw during
the day and freeze at night. This generally oceurred
during the fast week of January through the first week
of March. The trees were tapped by putting spigots
into holes in the trees and buckets were hung under
the spigots. The buckets were emptied into a barrel
(on a wagon or sleigh that was pulled by a team of
horses). Then the sap was transferred into storage
tanks on a platform outside the sugar camp. A pipe
led inside the building to the evaporator pan where
the sap was boiled. The syrup was strained and bottled
for sale. They made 55 to 60 gallons of syrup every
year which was sold for between four and ten dollars
per gallon. When the sugar camp was built a deep
well was dug adjacent to it. It had a hand pump and
was used during the syrup production.®

In the summer months people would come from Chi-
cago to visit the dunes on the weekend, Many people
came on the South Shore line and walked to the dunes.
The Cheltberg’s extended family included many mem-
bers who lived in Chicago, when they came to visit
they would picnic at the farm. The family rented out
rooms and built a tenant house in the 1920s that was
rented out to generate cash.®

As the children became old enough to help on the farm,
they became integral parts of the operation. Ruth and
Naomi Chellberg were both responsible for milking
specific cows. Ruth Chellberg was the oldest and was
a very enthusiastic farmer. She worked with the ani-
mals training both cows and horses. Her father, C. L.,
taught her to graft apple trees “so special varieties
could be grown.”™ In addition to their work at the
farm, the children attended school in Porter.

In 1919 the house was wired for electricity. A porch
was added to the farmhouse to hold the batteries and
generator. It was located near the side entrance of the
house on the side near the windmill. The entire
“...house was wired for lights, and there were one of
two outlets in the house for appliances.” The family
had a radio that was used in the kitchen. Also, “the
barn was wired and there was an outside pole...

that had a yard light on it.” In the barn, there were
lights in the horse stall section as well as the area where
the catile were kept. In addition, the haymow was lit,
The electrical wires ran from the house, along poles
that were near the chicken coop, to the barn, Within a
few years the generator was out of service and it was
not until the middle 1930s that electricity was rees-
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F z‘éure I1-22: The tenant house is visible in the background of this photo dated 7/4/36. (INDU7130)

tablished at the farm. When the generator stopped
working they used kerosene for at least a decade.®

During this period most of the ountbuildings at the farm
had a weather-beaten appearance. The barn was bare
wood, the silo was a weathered red. The granary and
chicken coop were both bare boards. Also during this
period, a brick tenant’s house (or rent house) was con-
structed and the farmhouse was once again altered.
Changes in the farmhouse included the addition of a
new front porch, a new parlor fireplace, and new win-
dows in the front room. Also, repairs were made afier
a fire occurred in the summer kitchen.

The tenant house was built by Minnie (Peterson)
Chellberg’s brother, Emil Peterson, to provide an ad-
ditional source of income for the farm. Peterson was
a brick mason who moved to the farm from the Pa-
cific Northwest in the 1920s, Since Peterson was the
first tenant, it is possibie that his need for a residence
was the inspiration for the addition of this structure
to the farm. The building was constructed of solid
red brick with a terra cotta tile foundation that even-
tually disintegrated due io frost heave. It had three
rooms including a smail bathroom, & kitchen/dining

room, and a living/bedroom. It was twenty-four feet
square with a back porch and a chimney that rose from
the ceater of the pyramidal hip roof. In addition to
the rent house, Minnie Chellberg rented out rooms in
the farmhouse for a number of vears.” The tenant
house appears in the background of Figure II-22.

Figure I1-19 is a circa 1914-1915 photograph of sev-
eral people standing on and near the farmhouse porch.
In the background there is a structure that appears to
be a comncrib near the chicken coop. It is possible
that this was the original cornerib, built between 1870
and 1879. The building in the photograph has a basic
gable roof (the gable runs north-south), A photograph
labeled “Spring Butchering,” Figure I1-25, indicates
that this building was no longer standing in 1921.%

Figure I1-19 also provides other useful information.
In the image there is a fence between the people and
the outbuildings—the fence was “around the whole
farm to keep the chickens out of the front yard. The
chickens would still crawl under the gates, but they
were not fenced “in” they were fenced “out.”
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Figure H-23: Circa 1921 photo showing the wire fence with wood
post at the yard and the light post south of the chicken coop.
(HS0043)

Figure 1I-24. 4 1921 photograph showing the woodshed area and
the gate. The outhouse is on the right behind the tree.(H20018)
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24 June 1926 Naomi married Alden Studebaker and
they moved to a new house in Dune Acres. They had
two children, Henry and Arthur. Towards the end of
this period, circa 1933-1939 Henry and Arthur
Studebaker spent afternoons at their grandparent’s
farm. They rode the schoolbus 10 the farm and stayed
there until their father picked them up afier work. @

See the map exhibits at the end of this chapter for
the Historic Period Plan, 1908-1937.

SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE
CHARACTERISTICS, 1908-1937

The Buildings

Several changes to the farm buildings occurred dur-
ing this period. Photographs taken during this phase
document the existance and conditions of the build-
ings at the farm. The addition of the Silo to the barn
ca. 1917 significantly changed the approach to stor-
age of corn silage, rendering the corn crib obsolete.
The addition of electricity brought changes to both
the buildings and landscape. An addition to the farm-
house provided space for the generator and batteries,
and poles and wires between the house and barn were
added. Lights in the barn and yard would have had an
impact on the farm activities. Evening and early morn-
ing chores including milking and transportation of
milk from the barn to the waterhouse would have been
simplified with the addition of electric lighting, The
original com crib collapsed before 1921. The addi-
tion of the tenant house before 1926 changed the
makeup of the landscape. A road was added to access
the house and the lane approach 1o the farm branched

Figure 1I-25: “Spring Butchering” circa 192]. (H5200!6)

Chapter II: Site History 41



Chellberg Farm

Cultural Landscape Report

Figure 1-26: Circa 1922 photo of the north side of the farmhouse.
(H20009)

off to the left. Also, the tenant house blocked views
from the farmhouse to the south-- the view of the or-
chard would have been obstructed. In the 1930’5 the
pole barn collapsed and the sugar camp was built,

The Yard

Photographs taken during this period provide the first
documentation of the physical characteristics of the
yard between the barn, outbuildings, and house. The
vard was defined by a fence that ran from the barn to
the chicken house and corn crib to the granary and
then the waterhouse. The front yard fence on the north
side of the house ran from the water house to the east
and defined the southern edge of the yard. This area
inciuded the terminus of the farm road or “the lang”
which had a turn around in the yard space. Figures
11-26 through II-31 illustrate the conditions of the
yard during this period.

Figure II-28: “Snowbound.” Similar to Figure 26, the tree in the
vard is bigger and there are more trees visible. (H20008)
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Figure J1-30: Civea 1922, The front of the farmhouse in the snow,
{CHEMHAS)2)

Figure II-31: The farmhouse and yard, (CHFMS01)

Figure I1-32: The sugar camp with a fenice running along the ravine.
Early 1935 or 1936--the pumphouse addition has not yer been
built. (INDUSI3S)
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Figure II-33: Naomi Chellberg Studebaker and her son Henry
visiting his grandmaother. Yard at house facing northeast clrea
1928, Note fence, shrubs, small trees along fence and possible guy
wire at the right portion of the photograph. Open fields in the
background.

Figure 1l-34: “Grandsons.” Yard at house facing northeast, circa

1928. Note fence, shrubs, small trees and shadow of large tree.,

Figure 1I-35: “Mums." Date unimown. Mums with medium sized
deciduous tree and barn in background.

The Front Yard

For a long period the farm landscape included a do-
mestic “front yard” that was defined by a fence
surrounding a lawn in front of the farmhouse, The
date of ifs establishment is unknown. The earliest
documentation of it is a historic photograph that is
dated 1910 (Figure 11-17). In the photograph, the
fence is present and there are ornamental plants along
the perimeter of the fence, suggesting that is has been
present for at least a couple of vears. 1t is possible
that it was established at a very early date. The front
yard was used for picnics, children’s play, and other
family activities, The fence kept livestock-—mainly
chickens during the early periods—out of the front
yard. This was necessary since the chickens were
allowed free range of the farm.

Ornamental plants in the front yard included flow-
ers, shade trees, flowering fruit trees, shrubs, and
grass. Shadeirees included a large hickory and a maple.
The hickory was mature in the 1920s and 1930s, nearly
a “few feet in diameter,” and a good fifty feet tall. It
died in circal945. The front yard was sunny to the
east of the house, with a few shady patches that were
created by two mature deciduous trees. The south,
west and north yard areas were more shady. There
was a pear tree in between the tenant house and the
farmhouse, and a peach tree in the front yard.s

The area mside the fence was lawn, and Minnie
Chellberg had a circular flower garden in the front
yard that was less than ten feet in diameter. Naomi
Chellberg Studebaker recalls that her mother had a
flower garden in the front yard, and also a round
flower garden. 1t is unclear if she meant that there
were two flower gardens in the front yard, or if they
were the same. She remembered her mother growing
white chrysanthemums in the round garden, as well as
other flowers. She also indicated that her mother “al-
ways had roses,” and that she had orchids that she
protected from frost damage by keeping the roots in
the cellar in the winter. In addition, Naomi recalled
that her mother had a flower garden in the backvard,
near where the woodhouse used to be and “just south
of the granary, out in thé open.” She also remem-
bered a “Theodore Roosevelt chrysanthemum,” that
bloomed red.” Naomi also remembered having pan-
sies in the front yard, and a trumpet vine that was by
the porcit. Clothes were hung in the area behind the
house on a line that may have been strung from the
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Figure 11-36: Gate and sidewalk north of the
Jarmhouse, circa 1920s.

back porch to one of the outbuildings. This area was
partially shaded even in the 1930s.%

The Orchard

The farm’s small orchard produced apples,
crabapples, pears, peaches, and possibly cherries. It
was located just south of the tenant house, There was
also a pear tree at the northeastern corner of the ten-
ant house, and a peach tree in the front yard. The
trees were maintained until sometime after C. L.
Chellberg died in 1937. After that, Ruth Chellberg
maintained the orchard untif she moved away from the
farm.™

The Garden

Minnie Chellberg had a vegetable garden that was out-
side of the yard fence, southeast of the front yard.
There is no documentation indicating that it was ever
fenced. The garden included “typical things like to-
matoes, cabbages, potatoes, carrots, radishes, green
beans, and peas.” The vegetables were grown for
household use. Manure from the barnyard was used
to fertilize the garden. When asked if the appearance

Figure II-37: A variation on the gate at the yard, circa 1920.

of the garden was ever considered, Minnie’s grand-
son Henry Studebaker indicated that “it was a utilitarian
approach.” Henry remembers that “they harvested a
lot of root crops... potatoes, rutabaga, the kinds of
things that went down in the cellar of the farm house.”
They also canned vegetables from the garden. There
were a lot of black and red raspberries planted around
the perimeter of the vegetable garden. “...they were
growing along the edge of the garden because I can
remember as kids we’d get caught up in those things
and we'd get all scratched up. They were little berry
patches.” The Chellbergs owned 28 acres north of
Highway 12 that was mined for soil, “The soil was a
dark-black heavy mucky type soil that was fairly light
when it dried out, almost like peat, we would take
truckloads of that soil over to the Chellberg farm and
blend it with the heavier clay soils of the farm and try
to lighten it up to allow vegetables to grow better.””
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Figure H-38: Gate at eastern edge of yard, circa 1922, Note the tree-lined lane, fruit tree, and ornamental plants nears the fence.(lane. tif)

The Lane

The entrance road to the farm ran east-west roughly
from Mineral Springs Road to the farmhouse. Two
historic photographs, Figure H-17 and Figure I11-38,
show views of this “lane” from the front yard. There
was a gate in the fence that roughly lined up with the
lane. The gate was decorated during various periods
with flowers, shrubs, and antlers. The fane appears
to have been the main entrance to the farm for pedes-
trians and vehicular traffic. The photographs show the
lane lined with deciduous trees creating a corridor
that would have been both scenic and utilitarfan. It
provided shade for the passage to or from the farm,
and possibly for breaks while working in the nearby
fields. It also provided an organizing element for
views from the house and front yard and was fea-
tured in the background of many period photographs.
No historic photographs have been located that show
a view from the lane toward the house (facing west).
However, the alignment of the road, placement of the
ornamental gate, location of the farmhouse, the lawn,
and possibly even the location of the circular flower
bed in the front yard, seem to create an organized
view into the farm that would have been scenic, This

e

view would have presented the most beautiful aspects
of the farm to anyone approaching along the lane,

The lane split at the front yard and continued toward
the barn to the northwest and around the fence to-
wards the tenant house to the southwest. Towards
the tenant house it was “just wide enough for two tire
tracks,” and located about ten or fifteen feet from the
yard fence on the east side—only five feet on the
south of the fence. Its surface was composed of “cin-
ders from the railroad locomotive.” There was also
another lane at the farm. A passage linked the heart
of the farm with Oak Hill Road to the north. Starting
Just east of the barn, a path went north to Qak Hitl
Road.
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The Ravine

When C. L. and Minnie Chellberg were running the
farm there was another fence to the west of the out-
buildings that kept the pastured animals away from
the fields and yard. The animals, in particular the
hogs and cows, were pastured in the ravine. There
were shelters for the hogs located in the ravine. From
at least 1930 to circal950 the ravine was densely
woaded, but it was open under the canopy. “The whole
wooded area was like that. All the way up to Oak Hill
Road. Because when we used to go with the sap sled,
we’d go...” along the perimeter of the whole ravine.
“The scrubby stuff wasn’t around. You just had the
main trees.” Carl used the ravine as a hunting ground
and often brought home the meat he caught for sup-
per. The trees in the ravine were tapped for maple
syrup, and dead trees were cut for use as firewood.
The trail at the top of the ravine (parallel to the ra-
vine from the sugar camp to the visitor center) was
used to run the sap sled (the sled used to transport
buckets of maple sap). The fence ran along the trail
that was used for the sap sled. The farm equipment
was moved on the path east of the farmhouse. The

Cuftural Landscape Report

ravine was also used as a dump. “...they dumped it
right over the side of the ravine, in a washout. Some-
times we’d get washouts up here and you can see where
some of them might have been. They’d just dump all
kinds of stuff.””
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THIRD GENERATION AT THE
CHELLBERG FARM, 1937-1972

After C. L. Chellberg’s death in 1937, the farm prop-
erty was divided between his wife, Minnie Chellberg,
and three children, Ruth Chellberg, Naomi Studebaker,
and Carl Chellberg. At this point, the management of

- the farm was passed on to Carl Chellberg, however

other members of the family continued to play an ac-
tive role in the decision making and hands-on
management of the farm. Carl Chellberg did not share
his father’s entrepreneurial attitude and success in
running the farm. The changing economic environ-
ment made it difficult to survive on the proceeds
obtainable from the small farm in an area that was
quickly becoming industrialized. He raised a herd of
sheep and eventually worked off of the farm in a ma-
chine shop in Chesterton.

Carl Chellberg married Hilda Johnson in 1938 and
they eventually had two children. They remodeled the
second floor of the farmhouse as an apartment where
they lived with their two children until Minnie
Chellberg died on 15 November 1952 at the age of
82. Then they moved downstairs. While Minnie

- Chellberg was alive she continued her role in defin-

ing and tending many of the domestic aspects of the
farm landscape. She planted and managed the veg-
etable garden, tended the flowers and other
ornamental plants in the front yard, and took care of
the orchard trees. She also continued to raise chick-
ens.™

Threshing occurred at the farm for the last time in
either 1938 or 1939. Figure II-43 is an excerpt from
the first aerial photograph that was taken of the farm.
When the aerial was taken in 1938 a large portion of
the farm property was cultivated fields. The culti-
vated area was similar in 1951 when the next aerial
photograph was taken (Figure I1-44}.

In ¢a.1940 the silo was demolished. A corncrib was
soon constructed to replace the silo. Eventually a trac-

. tor shed was added on to the South side of that building.

In 1944 a brooder house was built.

In 1945 Minnie Chellberg began to divide her prop-
erty between the three children. She transferred a
parcel of land that she had inherited from the Peterson
family to Ruth Chellberg. Ruth, in turn, transferred
her rights to the farm property to Carl Chellberg and

Cultural Landscape Report

Naomi Chellberg Studebaker. In 1947 Minnie
Chellberg transferred her interest in the Chellberg
farm property to Carl Chellberg and Naomi Chellberg
Studebaker.® Naomi had not lived at the farm since
she married in 1926. Her husband, Alden Studebaker,
and eventually their two sons, Henry Studebaker and
Arthur Studebaker, were actively involved in various
endeavors at the farm. By 1947 Carl Chellberg was
definitely the main decision maker regarding farm
operations.

Sometime in the forties Carl Chellberg began raising
sheep and kept about sixty head. The sheep.were sold
at auctions for meat. The sheep grazed throughout
the entire farm property and were kept in two sheep
sheds that were constructed during this period. A large
extension was built onto the south side of the barn in
1954, It was constructed by Carl Chellberg, Henry
Studebaker, and Arthur Studebaker. Another sheep
shed was constructed behind the granary. The build-
ing was smaller than the barn addition and constructed
of corrugated iron. Eventually (sometime in the mid
to late 1950s) Carl Chellberg took a job a machine
shop in Chesterton and sold the sheep. Hilda Johnson
Chellberg worked as a cook at a local restaurant. Once
both Carl and Hilda had jobs off of the farm, the farm
operation became a secondary effort and no longer
the main family business.”

Circa 1940 electricity was reestablished at the farm.
It was used until the utility company power was
brought to the farm in the 1940s after the war.™

During 1943, 1944, and 1945, Henry and Arthur
Studebaker grew vegetables at the farm for sale to io-
cal residents. They had a two-acre garden in the
eastern portion of the field south of the orchard and
north of the current visitor center parking lot. They
grew vegetables to sell door to door in Dune Acres.
They grew asparagus, lima beans, yellow and green
snap beans, beets, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauli-
flower, celery (white), kale, leaf lettuce, endive,
cantaloupe, watermelons, okra, green onions, leeks,
parsnips, peas, green and red peppers, red, white, and
sweet potatoes, radishes, rhubarb, spinach, red rhu-
barb chard and white swiss chard, jerusalem and
butternut squash, red and yellow tomatoes, turnips,
rutabagas, kohl robi, cicely, sweet corn (yellow ban-
tam and country gentleman) horseradish, dill, sage,
chives, and parsley. They were sold for “very reason-
able and competitive” prices, “like five cents for a
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Chellberg Farm

Mineral Springs Road

Figure [1-43: The first aerial photograph of the farm, laken in
1938, The Chellberg Farm site is circled.

oped and plantings made accordingly. A manual seed
planter was used to plant seeds for the row
plants. Plants were set using a homemade stick with a
sharpened wedge shaped point and footrest for quick
and easy placement of the plant and closing the
hole. Cultivating was done using various manual wheeled
cultivators and an ordinary garden hoe. Our paternal
grandfather spent his morning hours carefitlly hoeing
the rows. When the rains didn’t come in a timely manner
irrigation was necessary. The construction dump truck
was converted into a water wagon by lining the box with
a canvas and filling it with water from
Dune Actes. The water was released in the rows with g
siphon hose from the truck. Harvesting was simply pick-
ing, cutting, digging or putling as required by each type
of produce, Bunches, and baskets were used to package
the produce into the pickup truck for sale to the custom-
ers. When there was demand for items we did not have
in sufficient quantities our father would buy wholesale
produce  to  supplement our own.”"®

Cultural Landscape Report

Mineral Springs Road

Figure Il-44: 1951 acrial photograph, the Chellberg Farm site is
circled. three cultivated fields and the treelined entrance road
can be identified.

The ashes from the maple syrup fire were used on the
garden “it was good for the potatoes.” Soil from the
Chellberg property North of US HWY 12 was used to
condition the soil for the truck garden. This prop-
erty was occasionally used as a hay field and once to
grow melons, however, it was never very productive.
The meney made from selling vegetables was given
to their parents and used to help support the family.®

Also during WWII, Carl Chellberg, Alden Studebaker
(Henry Studebaker’s and Arthur Studebaker’s father),
Bill Nelson, Henry Studebaker and Arthur Studebaker
cultivated 640 acres of land on U.S.6. They grew wheat
one year and soybeans the next."
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See the map exhibits at the end of this chapter for
the Historic Period Plan, 1937-1972.

SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE
CHARACTERISTICS, 1937-1972

The Buildings

There were a number of changes to buildings at the
farm during this period. The Silo was demolished Ca.
1940, Within a year a Cornerib was built using wood
from the Silo. A brooder house was built for the chick-
ens in 1944, As raising sheep replaced the dairy
operation, new shelters were required for the herd.
Two sheep sheds were built during the period. One of
these sheds was actually an addition that was built onto
the south side of the barn. The addition changed the
appearance and function of the barn and yard. While
it did have 