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; } The Amsrican fur trader and exvlorer, Jededailh Smith,
, . spent the winter of 1828-29 at Port Vancouvar, depsndent
upon the hospitality of the Rudson's Bay Company after the
massacre of most of his party by Indians on the Umpqua River,
Wﬁen he returned to St, Louis hs repaid the many kindnesses
he had recelved by waralng the United States government
against British activitiss ia Oregon. Among other thinys,
Smith told the secretary of war that while he was at Vancouver,
_“No Znglish or white wonman was at the fort, but a great
" pnumber of mixed blood Indian extraction, such as belong to
fhe British fur trading establishments, whc were treated as
wives, and the familles of crhildren taken care of accordingly."!

Smith was undoubtedly accurata when revorting that women

formed a prominent part of the Part Vancouver scene, but when

‘ ‘he went on to lmply that the presenca of part<Indian familles




_was one of several LaOtOPB which "seemad to onﬁbxna to prova

‘that this fort was to be a parmanent sstablishment he was
lindulging in a bit of antl-Pritish propaganda.‘ ”e and the tWo
oartnere who Joined him in writing the letter were expariencad B
mountain men who knew full well that Indian and mixed~blood -
wives and haif-breed children were almost universal at rur-crade"
posts, American as well as British, temporary ag well ae -

'1pefmanent. There was nothing sinister or sven unusual in the

situation at Port Vancouver,
From the very beginaning of the fur trade in North America,

alliances tatween Europaan traders of all nationalities and
Indian women were more the rule than the exceotion, When the
trader entered tre wilderness from Turone or the colonies he
left normal family life behind, and it was nc¢t long before he
sought a substitute, Thils task was not difficult, Often the
first act of hospitality by s chief at a native village was
the offer of a wife, daughtsr, or slave to comrfort the visitor
during his stay, and Indians arriving at a post to trade would
occasionally maks similar proposals to the bourgeois in ohargs.
To refuse such gestures was to risk offending bdoth the natlve
man and the wownan, AS commercial contacts between the races
inereased, liquor or other presents were sometimes requested
by the men in raturn for the favors of thelir women, Of course

customs in respect to continence before marriapge and fidelity




-AEfterwards Varled From tribve fo ?ribe, &nd tbers were eartain'
 isrouns,,such 58 the Zeavap Indians of the ”eaée ﬁiver reg an.,
'iwhioh prohibited unions With uurOOaans.a But on the Hhola. |
fha traders had no trouble finding women , o
And for the most part the Iuropeans were pleasad with

whqt was offered, Though such matters as comeliness, cleanliness,

'ﬁnd disposlition varied greatly rfom'parson to person'énd from
“group to group, the traders found a number of the Indian girls,
‘partiocularly among such tribes as the Crees and the Nez Perods,
to be pretty, intelligent, comoliant, and good~natured, As
one Hudson's Bay Company officer ravorted after long years of
sarvice on the srores of Hudson Bay, the nativeAwomeﬁ were
"very frisky when Young," and "Lud [lewd] from their oradle,
beinz srone to all manner of Vices,"?

But many traders found that short-term lialsons weré not
.anough, In their lonely outposts they came te long for
mfemlnine companionship and domesticlity, and they discoveread

"tﬁat more stable relatlionshiocs with native women were almost
necessary for coafort and even survival. An Indian "wife"
:?knew the native techniques for preparing and cooking the game
5énd £1gh upon which many traders were furced to depend for
long puriods; only such a helpmeet could keep him supplied with
l.the maccasing and snowshoas so essential oy travel and could
Cmead nis clethas or orepare asw ones af drassad skins when

“wis iuroveans rcarments became unwearable,  Guch feminine

5]




*omoanicns ottan asulated the trader g work by oafchlng onnoes. Heo

" sxinning the rur bearing animals he - eaught, and dressing the

 pelta ho reoelved. 

Thore were, however, still grenter advantages for the
‘trader in regularized unions with Indian women, partioularly,
with the daughters or other relatlons of chiefs and orominent
trival leaders, Such alliances penerally served to protaot
tha trader arainst harassment or attack by membors‘or his wife's
tride, They also helned to asaurs him of the trade of her |
ralations, an important fzotor when thera‘?as cOmpetition‘rqr
. furs., More 3ubtle but ocerhaps most important in the long run
was the imoact of such unions upon the native cultures, By
deckihg ris wife with Buropean trinkets, jewelry, textiles,
and beads, and by equipping her with metal utenslils and tools
tho trader accelerated a demand for trade goods among her |
paople, with the result that many Indlans were induced to
btecome fur-gatherers, and native crafts rradually were altered
or disoarded.. ind with stable marital unlons came the
ooportunity to learn native languages more readily, and in
nis wife the trader often had close at nand an able interoreter.

With all of these inducezents, to say nothing of the fact
that some Zuraoeans fell wenulinely in love with native girls
who caught thalr eyes, it was inevitable that virtually avery
trader, sooner or later, scquired an Indian or cart-Indian

wife, In most cases, »artizularly in the early days of the




ftradu the uniona waere arranged acuording to the naﬂriage

'¢ustons af tha woman's tribe. Usualiy thess 1nvolvsd negotlaticns

- With the girl's parents and aha sayment of an agread amount of -
Paadc or number of horsas b) the prostective groom, If t‘ N
European was a lowly hired hand or an ordinary free tranﬁer he
Dractidally always ovened the discussions; comnany partaers or
offloars or leaders of 1ndapendent parties were often flrst
approached by the-Indlans. In anf case, once the oajmont wag .
'1ad§. the couple was considered married, Ounly in rars cagas
were any céremonies lavolved, '

A Wives could also bs acquired In other ways, Sometimes
thay were j>urchased from native, or even white, slave tradefs,
More often tradars took over the wonmen of Zuropeans who wWwere
leaving the Indian country and whe could not or would not take
thelr country wives and children with them, In such cases the
new husband sometimes made a payment to the old, but moré often
hé‘recaived a "dowry" in return for assuming the added
resnonsidilities., And on occasion, as the records only tood
plainly show, the traders siaply elopred with the women of othar
whites or of Indians,

- us famiiles of haif-breed children tegan to multiply in
the fur country, the daughters of the mixad unlosnsg, who wére
often raised in the cultures of their mothers, were wuch desired

. as brldes, When the fathers wesre men of consequence in tha




"trada it 19 unlikely that a nurchaae orioe wae inVOIVed but 1t_ f4f‘

N was "tha cuatom of the country" tn maka subatantial vifts vhen‘
-the napént wWas a Canedisn vy gxameg;r an ordinarY trader or |
trapoer, or other "sarvant." ?xéept durlng the Frenoh oolonlal
regine the wildernesa praoctically never saw a clergyman or a-
rmaglstrate prior to the nineteenth cantury, Thus a oounle was
considered married simply upon the transfer of the norse, the
gun, or the rum to the briée's father or formar husband, Just
as was the case when the parant was an Indian, '
Such marriages 4 la fagon gg nays, country marriages, or
fur-trade marriages as they were known had a raoqgnized status
on the frontler. The coupls were considered to be man and
wifa by their vpeers ir the trade and by the natlves. But‘ﬁhe
institution had very definite limitations, even when the
wozan's father was a Furopean, ETssentisally a country marriage
was an Indlan marriage. Native customs and attitudes prevalled.
The wife was entirely subservient to the husband. She was |
'little rore than his chattel, and if he was a brute her 1life
- was one of drudgery and misery. Also, the union-could be
terminated by elther ocarty, at any time, and'for any reason,
It was ordinarlily recognized at the outset that suoch marrlages
Were temporary, llable to be endaed when the husband left the
rexlion or returnsd to Europesn sooieiy. tgcana from &an

unhanoy marital situation was relatlively easy for the man, but




* ‘the woman often had little ohioloe bUY to ramaln with har SO

hisband, since as yesrs want by the [ndlans bacame less add
flaﬁalindlined to raceivs whité‘ﬁgn'a wivas and”thair.ohlldren
ibaakzinto ihe'tfibe. ;Elopemehta with native ldvété wabd
‘féirly'common, but former wives of tredars penserslly had a
.difficult time finding Indian husbands,
‘ ~ Although many traddrs‘took‘thair obligations as husbands
‘lightly; ¢ynically reforring.to thelr wives aa\thait "bite of
brown" ' when corresponding with friends, the advent of c¢hildren
and years of shared experiences sometimes devalopad strong ties
of mutuai affection and family solidarity, In such cases the
final departura of the husband {rom the Indlan csuhtry required
‘agonizing decisions, Almost always the native and mixed-blood
“ﬁlves wave not adavtable to the ways of settled communities,
Skill at dressing skins and preparing vemmican were of 1little
~use in St, Louls, London, or Zdinourgh. And many womén flatly
rgfused‘to leave thelr homelands and their Indian ralatlves,
The lives of the comparatively few families whilch did
‘attemvt to remaln together and make the move to "ciﬁilization"
‘ware often made miserable and aven ruined oy the stfong racial
orejudices of the veriod, Sematimes the cruslest of the
.pérsecutors were former traders whs had abandonad thelr country
families and mavrried white women., For these reasons nany zen
7linqered with twelr wives and childrea in the fur tradse untll

tway died, or threy removed to the gattlements of retlred




‘tradera dhioh graw up beyond the zrontiars at auch plaoes aa -=
Xad Qiver near Lake Winnipeg, the Hillamette Vallay of Orogon. .
the present Pueblo in Celorado, and British Oolumbia.-~But,'
aventually the farmers, the preaohora. the merchants, and all.
the other slements of “respectable sociaty" reached thase.remoter
refuges, and the pangs of disorimination had 1o be faced. '

While the trading oommunity might look upon oountry
marrisges as respaotnble. if often temporary, arrangements,
thair legal validity was, to say the least, queetionahle. A
‘white wife and family in the United States, Great Britain, or
Canada was no bar to a fur-trads union., Converasely a nan
widely known to have a native wife and several children in the
Indlan country could return to "civilization" with or without
nls brood and could quite legally marry another womaﬁ in a
oivil or raliglous ceremony.

Occasionally misslonaries and other visitors to fur-trading
establishments, insensitive to or indignant at the customs of
the Indian country, wera forthright in branding the wives of
their hosts as "mistresses" and the children as "{llegitimate."
Heedless to say, soms white relations of deceased traders
expraased the same sentiments and attempted to bar the country
familles from inheriting the estates, Certain traders sought

to avoeld such disagreeable gituations by remarrying thelr

country spouses bafore a clergyman or Justice of the peace as | .




Soon as an onsortunity presentad 1tsalf, This proedurs put =

gn and to nost of the diﬁficult1e$, thdugh‘prEJudica étilif r :
tersisted in many cases, | _ o
~ But until well 1nto the nineteenth century few tradﬁrs”-"

evar wars given this option, at least while they remained'bﬁydnd:' 
the frontief. Othera, 1l1lke Hudson's Bay Company Ohief Fadtqr' a
Peter Skene Ogden, wers too oroud to resort to suah meadureﬁ. .
Por them many years of faithful cohabitatlon were ample proof
dr'an honorable and valid marriage. Unfortunately for Ogden's |
@“1fe and c¢hildren, the- law did not take his view of the matter;
‘and‘ﬁhey received.only part of his estate.a In Canada a

series of orobate cacges, notably that concerning the right of
4illian Connolly's half-breed family to share his estate,

resulted eventually in recognition of the legal validity of
fur-trade marriages, aeven those to wives who had been discaided,
“hut the situatlion long produced controversy, neartache, and
ecgnomic distress,

Only raraly did a fur trader bring a iuropéan woman into
 the Indian country. Almost always such ventures proved

disastrous, ‘omen nurtured among the amenlitlias of city or

farm 11fe were ovarwhelned by tre soualor, loneliness, and
_hardshins encountered at the average trading nost, During the
first half of.the nineteenth century, however, the develonment

of settlaments guch ag Red River, the erowth of farms at a

nusver of . nosts, and the imoroverent of conditlons at the
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" larger stations and devots such a9 York Fectory and Fery .

Vanoouver ware among thé slements which rssulted in thé_
introduction of an 1noreasing numboer of whlte womqﬁ intd,the
‘dbnéin of the fur trader, Not all of these ventures‘wéro-‘
succeasful, A large provortion of the newcomers sdon'round
exdugea for d4evarting to cors civillzed razions, Even‘the
pamdered wife of Georpe Simnson, governor of the Hudson's Bay
Company's territories, was foroed by poor health to beat &
retreat to Britaln, Others, such ac the consorts of the
" ehief factors at York Factory and Moose Factory, remained at
theair husbands' sides for a number of years, but they were nbt
always entirely happy with thelr lot, |

The appearance of Zurovean women in the Indian countr?
had a demoralizing effect uvon fur-trade soclety, Only tha
‘most amiable and liberal-zinded of the white wives could”bring
themselves to assoclate on terms ofrequality with the native
and vart-native consorts of thne officers and c¢clarks Who Wers
their husbands' coworkers and friends. While 2 Cew of the
country wives had been well aducated by fathers or husbands or
at schools in Canada, Iurope, or the Unlted States, the majority
could not rsad and quke better Ffrencn and Indian than Znwvlish,
A cultured suronean {ound it tirgsome to converse with theée '
#omen who could talx of little but their children and domestic
crores, DBut more inortant were the inarained srejudices of

the period, It wag an excectlonal whkite warnman who could rise
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"'-._.i':above t"ie natim that ahe was suoarior to nll ‘arsons wtth
;Indian blood. And in this attitude she was sometives Jninad |
5 her husband, who uzon marriage to her suddenly found grave
'der;cienoiaa in thes ocountry wor with whom he onoe gladly
dodgértad. Attemnts by "daughters »f the oountry" to ningle
oﬁ t@rms of sooia) equality with the white wives wers regzarded
as iﬁbertinent. Purther, the European ladies, particularly
.whéﬂ supported by missionaries, often regarded marrlages é_;g
:;aggg du vays as immoral, and the country wives were snubbed
as'fallen wormen, |

" AlL of these factors combined to raduce the status of the
'ﬁaughters of the country and to make.them feel uncomfortable
in white soclety, Rur-trade unions gradually fell inte
,disravor. baing revlaced by raegular civil or religious marriages,
White women became more desired as wives by company officers,
'oiérke. okilled artisuns, and other prominent figures in the
trade, although many long continued to chosse their brides
| frﬁm the ranks of the Indians and mixed-bloods, Ordinary
_ﬁggageurs, trippers, and laborers, on the other hand, almost
aiways found their consorts among the veoples with whom they
iivzd and workad.,
| Daspita all the disadvantages and inequalitles of fur-trade

aarriaces, Indian and vart-Indian womén zenerally entered

. , Qillingly and aven eagorly into such unions. From birth they




Were brought un to resard a subsarvient role as both natural

and inevitable, They knew for oertain that marriage to an
Indian-wduld mean a 11fe of drudgery and an early old age,

Even the moanest and most benighted European aenerally retained
gome respect for the notion that a wife was a ccmpanion and
partner, not merely a nlece of property., Unlon with a white
man meant greater securlity from such hazards as'starvatibn and
_intar-tribél warfare, and 1t pfomiaed access to the trader's
wealth of trinkets, fabriés, and utensils, Above all 1t brought
increased status for herself and lmproved trade possibilities |
for har relations, If the husband was a bourgeols she could

be reasonably confident of such luxuries as batter clothing,
housing,énd imported fodds and aploes. 4 native woman was not
deterred by the knowledge that in certain regions fur-trade
'oraotioe would require her husband to eat apart from ‘her, for
that wag als0 the usual Indian custom, She was prepared to
eﬁdure loneliness, isolation, hardships, and frequent_moveg,

since those conditions, too, wers nart of the life she had

always known.s

The Hudsen's Bay Comoany was forced to deal with the
mattar af liaisons between its employees and natlve women
Fron the very outset of lts operations in North America,
Orisrs iscued 1in 16f2 reneated sarlier instructions which
"rigorously excluded” Indian women from the Company's

2staol'shments on Pudson Bay., Zmoloyees whom "neither the
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.
Lavwes of Gdd or Man can reetraine Irom Wickedness" were to be
returned to 3Insland, The London oomnittéa hﬁd the moral walfare .
of 1ts servants in mind when promulzating these rules, but psrhaps
more deoiéive were the faots that women wers a drain upon the |
Drecibus étores of food, they accelerated the spread of venereal

. diseases whioh kept the men from work, and they tended to walk

away with any loose artloles laft-unprotacted.6

As might have been exneoted, these moralistic directives
were largely ignored in the field, partiocularly after 1630
when Henry Kelsey broupht back a natlve wife from an exploring
irib-to the intarior and insisted that she be permitted to
11ve with rim. During the next century it became almost routine
for the oomoany 8 governors and other officers to keep Indian
women within the posts, Ordinary servants were rarely granted
the same orivilege, although in one way or another the man
generally ranacad visits to their oaramours in nearby woods or
Indian encampments, Sometimes the servants were allowed to
bfing women into the forts srovided they did not remain
overnight. Under these circumstances, it was not long befors
a half-breed nopulation grew up around the company's estadblishments,

aﬁd the firm found trat the male offspring often made excellent

‘emoloyees.7

Althouer tre London committee continued to insist on a
puritanical code »f conduct, conditions in Yorth American

during the latter part of the eighteenth contury forced an




unofficial relaxation of the ourbs on marital alliances for
.8ven the most lowly employses, In order to meet the oompetitibh
of the North West Company and other rivals, the Hudaonfs Bay
fompany exﬁanded its trading operations far 1niand from the
shores of Hudson Bay. This move necassitated the reorulﬁment

of large numbers of experienced French-Canadian vgxaggg;g,‘
huntsere, and intervreters, and these men ordinérily would worh',‘
only if allowed the1r marriacges £ la fegon du vays, By the |
times of the hmalgamation sf the North WQst Company and the
Pudson's Bay Company in 1821, there remained little in practice

to distinguish the emdloyees of the lattar firm frem tha

genarality of American fur traders as far as country marriages

- were concerned,
At the time of the union and for some‘years thereafter

the avtitude of the company toward lialsons with native wemen
was confused, The London‘dipectors persiétad in disoouraging"
such unions, but the firm's officers in North America both
indulged in them Personally and encouraged other emnployses to
do llkewlss, GCeorge Simnvson, innocent of all experlence in ihe
fur trade, was sent out from England by the vonmittes with a
view to his taking charge of the vast Northern Department
should the incumdant governor find it necessary to rz2turn to
Lonrdon, Simoson épent the winter of 1820-21 managing the

Athabasca District, and there he observed how assentlal native




and'half.breed women were to the oonduot of the trade,‘ It

was not long before hs was attenpting to arrange an;allianoo ,
between an emvloyee ahout to be promoted to clerk and thé,‘
‘daﬁghtar of a Fren#heCanadlan guide, The girl, he noted,

~could gpeek French, Oree and Mountainy fluently and thus would,'
be of much use in advancing the comvany's business, "Iy is
fProbable the old man (the guide] may talk of marriage and a
SQttiément,“ Simoson'told his go~betﬁeen. "you must endeavour
to make these matters palatable to him by fair promises as

we have no Clergymen in this Country.”8

Several sonths later Simpson told the London directors
~that since "Cunnublal alliances are the best security we can
‘,'have of the goodwill of the Natives, I have therotore reoommohded
the Gentlemen [intended for New Caledonia) fora connsctions
‘With the principal Fastlies immediately on theiv arrival,” He
‘went on to state that "the reétrictiéné which the Honble.
Committee have put on Matrimonial alliances and which I‘
¢onsider most baneful to the interests of the»Company are
tantamount to a prohibition of forming a most important chaih
of conectidns with theyﬂgtives.“g
But during the next several years, after Simpson became
governor of the Northern Department of Rupert's Land and after
ne »ad travelsd extensively over the company's territorles
‘with a view to improving administration and reducing expenses,
"

he came to have a quite different view of '"connublal alliances.

He early noted that officers sometimes »laced the versonal




oomfort ar trair "Indian miatressss’ ahead of concern for thc
comnany's husinegs, avan to the ettent of leaving bahind cargﬂeﬁ

of trade zoods so that the women Might have more room in the

canoes. 1.0

At Port Walla Halla in 1824 Simoson wrote that tha Golumbia:'

Distriot could be made profitabdle providing the "petty ooat
pblitioiaﬁs“ ¢ould bve aliminated and if ths chlef factors ahd-
¢hief traders no longer allowsed themselves to be lnfluenced "oy

_tha Sauiont couneils of their Sgyawsg or negleoct their. bueiness
nerely to administer to thelr comforms and guard azainst cartain

innocent indiscretions which thase frail brewn onas are_so apt

to indulge in."'' Simpson's obssrvations convineed hi@'that too

often a deep;at;achment'tc a "swarthy idol" made employees less
attentive to the trade, erecccupied with "jealous hablte,” and .
unwilling to accert transfers to othay dis’cricts.'_“2 He also
- balieved most troubles between the ocmnany and the nativea were
_“caused by "our 1nterferenca Wwith thelr Women or thelir 1ntr1pues
“with the Women of tha Forts,"'> |
Simpson's ereatast concern with fur-trade families,
howévar, was over the expense they entaliled, Although the
company dld not ordinarily lssue ratlons te denendents of
employees during this ocerlod, the orasence of thess peonle in
large nunbers about the nosts go increased the Jdemand for
nrovisiong that the Indiesns, who wera the chiaf suncliaers,

2ould ralge the srices of foodstuffs traded to the cnavany.
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8impson waa detarmined to end this situation by_lafge-aoalo

oountry.

tranafers ¢f the men and by sandine tho women and ohlildren to
thalr Ihdian relativas, Ho was algo appalled at the axpensse
and {noonvenience lnvolved in transporting the families whioh
often accompanied officers and, sometimes, servants during
transfers or meraly on business Jouneys, '"We must really put
a utop to the oractice of Gantlemen brinﬁing thelrp nomen &

Children from the Rast to the Yest side of the Yountain' he

_wrote in his journal during April, 1825, t4

_ While Simpson wag firming up his own ideas on country
1arr1apes, the governor and committese in London were also

strugaling with certain aspects of the question. Amalgamatlon

with the North lisst Comrany in 1821 resulted in a substantial

. réduqtion in the number nf fur traders throurhout the-Indian ‘

Since many. or oarhaps mogt, of the disoharred sarvants

_f d1d not take their familias baok to Canada with then, there

‘Wwas a drastic increase in the number of deserted Women and

chlldran who nad to be supvorted at the various posts, The
committee nuzzled over the ovest method to disnose of this

"burdan on the Trade" and in 1822 directad Sirsson to sncourage

the wouen, childraen, suserannua%ed servants, and discharged

anoloyass to move 1o 1ed Rver, whare tha men oould taxe up

‘\and, If necassary, trangaartatian wey to be suinlled by

tha cnnsany.




) This nolioy was not entirely motivated by monetary
oonsiderations, Several members of the commitiee, notably
Benjamin ngrison. wera interested in religlous and oharitable
oauses, and thus humanitarianism playsd an important role in
the deliberations, Purther evidence of this philanthropy was

‘the committes's provosal to establish a sochool for orphan

children at Red River, The directors also favored a proportional

levy upon tha rsmuneration of employess to eétablish,a benefit
fund for the maintenance of the wives and familiasiqr hugbands
who died or left the Indian country. This idea'évnntually had
to be abandoned because so many of the lower-vald nen oomplained‘l~
that they could not afford the charges, bdut the directors

~wafned that "Gentlemen must distinctly understand that ainoe‘

~ they deoline to contribute to such a rund any fanmily that may

 be 1e£t destitute can have no claim upon the Company. "'5
The oommittee's viewl, along with the convictions ot
 ‘0overnor Simpson, were veflscted in a series of resolutions
passed by the Council of the Northern Deoartment of Rupert's
‘Land durihg the next several yesrs, These directlves,
oromulgated by the ohief factors and certain chlef traders in
ahnual‘conclave, regulated the conduct of the fur trade from
Hudson Eay to the Pacirtic Ocean,

In 1822 the council took preliminary measures to c¢omply
with the committes's wisﬁ to raemove eicess familles to Red

River, but the first major sten to ameliorate the condition




of the traders wivesuand'children game durinﬂ'the na%t-yéar
when a series of resolutiona conoerning "moral {mprovemens” and
sducation uas nassed, These provided that raligious scrvioaa
sbould be held on Sundays at all the oompany 's posts and that

"every man woman and child resident must attend," Betwaen

‘Sundays "all irregularity, vicioua or indolent habita, oartioularly'

among the women & ohildran," were to be checked and "their
Ophbsitehﬁencouraged.and rewa) ‘4d," Attempts were to be made.
to kqe§ ohildreﬁ_regularly smployed, Parents and_ehildrsu'wera
to'qqnvarse in either English or Prench, dejending upon the

"varnécular_diaiaot".of the father. Men were to be qncograqu'

to devote sart of their leisure time to teaching thelir children

‘"thcir A, B, C.," and catechism and a orayer wereﬁtd ba

“uunotually rapeated” on going %o bed 16 Thesse resolutions

were passed anew each year until 1828, when thay were 1ncorporated'
in the company's "Standing Rules and Regulations,"!7 They -

remained in force for decades,
The minutes of the council for 1824 contalned two additional

lmportant regsolutions concerning famlilles;

118, That no O0fficer or Sarvznt in the comoanys -
sarvice be hsrealter allowed to take a woman without
binding ninself down to such reasonable asrovislion for
the maintenance of the woman and c¢hildren as on a falr
and equitable srinclole nmay be consldered necessary
10t only durinz their residencs In the country tut
alter their Jenarture hence == and tn:aw all those
whose eneazements ex2ire and who r2tirs rrom the service,
leaving children in theé country be reguired to naxe




suoh provislon for the same as oircumstanoes call
for and thaelr means permit: and

119,  That 2 1] those desirous of withdrawing
ety shildren from the OoWILTY. 2% pursees. 1§°
| Adunntuj, these regulatibns oontained'a number of 1copholes‘
‘and provided ample opportunity for a father to evads his
" responsibllitlies, but the words wers more than rere pious
‘oxpreéslona of moral'intent. They apparently wera the yagal
basis upon whibh many offioers denied employees pbrmiasion to
marry or refused to let others leave the Indian country.

These two resolutions, with minor.altefations, were'likéwise

“incorporated in the "Standing Rules and Regulations” ‘and long

remained in force,
In 1826 Governor Simpson, with the ‘backing of the London o

- eomm1ttee, was able to push through a resolution directing
‘a1l officers and clerks apvointed to the columbia and New
‘Caledoniar"to encunber themselves with no familles or
unnecessay private lugcage"” on the Journey across the Rocky
!ountains.'g This rule was ranewed only in 1827 and sgeﬁs to
have had minor effect, Another resolution odncerning country
rfamiliss was adopted by the council in 1820, It encouraged

the company's officers to employ half-breed "lads" over
fourtsen years old as aporentices in various trades, bdut such

boys were not to llve in the same districts as thelr fathars

or families.eo




As han © en sesen by Simpaon's remarks when he schemed to

arrange an alliance between a clerk and the daughter of & zuide,
avan by the e¢arly 1820s some European tathers at least had
| already begun to feel that a marriage £ la fagon du ng; was

,not‘SOmething they desired for their own children, The company
édjus;ed to this growing sentiment and gradually introduced a
marrlage‘oontract.z' These documents varled somewhat from
time to time and frdm place to place, but zenerally they
reobgnized the woman,as‘aylegal wife, they declared the economioc
‘;reﬁponéibilities of the husband! and tiiey often required that
the,obuple bve remarried by a clerzyman when an opportunity,should
- éresent itelf, The certificate was sianed by the officer or
olerk in charge of the nost, who may or may not have bean &
  Just1ce of the veace under the laws of Upoer Canada, One
authority has stated that "in retrospect, since the Hudson's
 Bay Comoany was vested With governmental vower over Rupert's
Land, these contracts can be seen as an early form of clvil
_marriage."22 At any rate, a union formalized by such a
certificate was as close to a legal marriapge as most people
could achieve in the more remote corners of the Indlan oountry.
Zoth the customs which defined tsae nature of marriage 4

la fagon du 7avs in general and the rules, revulatlions, and

aractices of the Hudsoan's Bay Comnany in narticular served as

. basic determinants of tha rola of woman at Fart Vancouver,

Mt there were wodlfying (nfluences =2t the Uolumbia devot.




-Among theso wera the nature and number of the neighboring

Indians, the inotitution of slavery so widespread among the

natives of the Paclfic Northwest, the relatlively lérge number
"of white femals visitbrs and residents ﬁftar the‘mld-lBEOa.
but most of all, the prejucices, the temperament, and the
huranity of Chief Factor John MoLoughlin, who f{rom 1825 to 1845‘
ruled the daily life of the post With & nearly absolute power
which extendad into the most minute detalls of domestic affairs,
The general standard of morality at Fort Vancouver was |
strongly ianfluenced by the exémplary maritél livaes or‘its two
ohief personages, HcLoughlin and his longtime vrincipal
‘g#sistant_and his successor, Jameb‘Douglas. .As a youthful
'H.physiclén and clerk of the North West Company at Fort William
- and- several posts north and west‘or Lake Superior, John
‘MoLoughlin had formed a fur-trade alllance with a dhippewa
wdman w#ho gave him a son, Joseph, in or about 1809, .Dr.
McLoughlin acknowledged the boy, but for a reason still unxown
the union with Joseph's mother was terminated shortly alter
his birth, Soon McLoughlin apnearsd bhetore Kenneth McKenzlis,
‘a2 wintering partner at Fort William, and exsecuted a formal
attestation of marriage with Marsuerite Wadin McKay., The
bride was the daughter of a Swiss fur trader and an Indian or
part-lndian wonan wenerally described as of Ojlbwa descent.?>

Marguerite wag nine years older than HcLoughlin, and she




already had borne four children as the result of hor ocountiry
marriage to Alaxander ‘eKay, a Noprth Hast Uomonny partnor,
MoKay had Jjoined John Jaocob Astor's Paciric fur Company venture
and was killed in the Indian attack on the Tonauin on the
Northweat Uoast during the summer of 1811, Whether MoKay hed
deserted Yarguerite of whether the nartine was by mutual consent
ig not known, but it is olear that sho and “clougnhlin wefo
married before her firat husband's daath, 2

‘Contrary to certain accounts, M4arguerite was not an
seducnted woﬁan.' As late as 1842 she could not aven sign her
name.25 2ut in 1536 Narccissa Whitman noted that ¥rs. MoLoughlin

‘had "e fine ear for musio” and could speak "a little French"

but conversed mostly in "Cree, ner native tongue." She was,

however, a woman of character., "She is one of the kindast

women in the world," wrote ¥rs. Hhiﬁman.gé And when the Revarend
Herbert teaver attémpted to sully her reputation, James

Douglas ssrang to hor defense, tellinw the xovernor and comnitiee
in London that she was "deservedly respected for her numerocus
charitiss, and many éxcallent qualitiass of neart,"?” But
parhade Anna “arla Olttnan paid her the hizhast compliment of

all, Uosn reachine Fort Vancouver with a oarsy of Methodlst
missionariss durine May, 1337, 'fisg 2lttnen was introduced to

Urs, “elouehlln and nronounced “er "vavy claver,” meaning,

\ <)
sarasunradbly, tra2t she was hizhly intellizent.2“




Whatever were the qualities that attracted young ne.

 MoLoughlin to Yarguerite MoKay, he romalnod devoted to her as
long a8 he lived, Although he 18 reported to have been
partioularly fond of oconversing wWith women and to have an joyed

their oompany, there is ne record that he aver wavered in his

loyalty to his wife,
Jhen the leverend Herbert EBeaver, an Anglloan olerpyﬁan

who had been appointed by the company as chaplain for the
Columbia Dapartment, arrived at Fort Vancouvar in September,
 |836,-he goon professed to be shocked at the "state of '

~ Concubinage" in which the officers and servants lived, since

'to him a fur- trade marriage was no ﬁarriage at all.29 Beaver
_undoubtedly hoved to persuade MeLoughlin, as chief officer of

- the establishment, to set a good axample by vecoming legally
wed through a religlous ceremony, but the "Big Doctor” never
agkad the chaolain to render such.a service, The reason for
MeLoughlin's attitudq 18 ne* known for caertain, but several
Motives suggest thamselvas, First. the chlaf factor and the
clergynan were quickly at loazrerheads ovar a aumnber of lssues -
quarters, food, and the school among others -- and communication
oatween the two =an was raduced to a miniwum, Second, *“cLoughlin
at that time was bacomine increasiaply intarasted in the
Roman Catholle ¢hurch and may not havs derired a Trotestant
aarriage, as he had not wanted a ’rotestant chaalain ét Fort

Yaneouver}) csrtalnly he disslayad little sym:athy for Beaver's




ministry, 'Third, and warhanrs moet important,‘wcLoughlin
'unddubtedly vallersad, an did most other company employess,
trat, in the words of James Dourlas, "tha woman who is not
sanalble of violating, and [any] law, who 1ives ohastaly with
the husband of her choice, in a state aporoval fapproved] vy
friends and sanctionsd by immamerial custom, which she belleves
striotly honourable, forms a nerfect contrast to the degraded
oreature who'hnn ga:rificed the grsat principle whioh from .
lnfanoy she 1s tau-at to revere as the ground wnrm of female
virtue, 430  [pn short, he perhaps 93w no reason for disquietlng
%arguerite vy insisting on & raligious ¢aramony whan she already

‘consldered harself adequately married, particularly 1f to do

86 would azive satisfaction to the chaplain and annear to

Justify nis posltion, _
Neverthelass, the asnersions and insults hurled by the

uncharitabls and uncomnromising ¥r, Beaver must have had an
éffect. The "Big Uocpor” and Marguaéite vara sdon quietly
remarried by Jamnes Douglag, acting in his caéacity as a Jjustioce
_ot the poace, Sienificnantly, the 3Raverend Yy, Beaver was noi
1hrormed nf thieg event.3' Tha aprival of Catholle ﬁissionarias
in Yovembar, 1332, hastenad “YoLousnlin's turn toward that
ehurch, andi on Novamver 19, 1342, ho abjured the "neresy" of
Protactantism and ananly 2roffessed the Oathollc falth,

. 0f course it was considarad necessary to “ave any forner

Wasngent Af marriaze” renewsd and tlaszed dy a ~riest, and
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Father F, N, Blanohet parformed this service onkthe same day

he receivaed the "Bip Dootor's" abjuration, e
Thus thrice married, Chief Factor MolLoughlin and hise

wife were indeed shining examples of traditlional morality in
2 oountry and at a time when formal legal marriages were, as
Hubert Howe Banoroft later observed, "not the rule,"33 and
%cLoughlin was an example in another way. One ploneer woman
who knew the couple in Oregon Oity after 1845 stated; "In
public and in private he was as loyal to her as if she had

bsen & déughtar of Queen Victoria . , . , He would suffer no

 indignity or slight to her." fven in later years, when

Marguerite was "coarse, bent, fat, and flabby, he treated her

lixe a princess , , . ., His gallaptry to hen knew no bound,"34

Relatively few fur-trade wives could have the samo gaid of them,
James Douglas fully equalled MoLoughlin in his adherence
to both‘the form and substance of the marfiage contraot and
in 519 honorable conduct toward his wife. He was approaching
hls twenty-fifth birthday and was already an experienced clerk
when he and sixteen-year-old Amelia Connolly wWere ma%ried
"according to the custom of the country" at Port St. James far
up in the present British Columbia on April 27, 1828, Amelia
was the daughter of Douglas's sunerior, Chief Pactor William
Connolly, and Suzanne Pase~de-Nom, a fulleblooded Ores,
Douvlas's "Little Saowbird" was an attractive child -« energetic

and industrious but aquiet and neat, In later 1life she was
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mﬁoh respscted for her kindness and many aots of oharity,
‘But she also had some traits whioh must have somewhat pained
her Sfatus-oonsoxous husband, It i8 reported that she was
"awfully jealous” and that throﬁghoutlur 1ife she was "very
fond" of bitterroot, camas, and buffalo tongue and that she
was "much bored" by the dishes qf the Furopean dinner tgblo.js
In short, she reméined at heart a good deal of an Indian, |
Douglas was transferred to Port Vanoouver in 1830, and
there he remained for the next ninetsen years, rising to tho |
rank of ohiér trader and then chief faotor, Amelia, or Nelias
‘as she was often called, formed a fast friendship with
" Marguerite M#Lgughlin; a fortunate oiroumatanbg beéauso th§
.tﬁo.rémilies'long ghared the "Big House" and were unavoldab1y 
in intimate contaot.® After the arrival of the Reverend Mr.
-Beﬁ?er. Douglﬁs---.alwaye a stiokler for form and one'td 46
"tha'prcper.thing“ -w» and Amelia were remarrigd'by the chaplain
on Pebruary 28, 183?.' Beaver parformed the ceremony uigﬁ |
‘"heartfelt feelings of Joy at this unexpsoted move in the cause.
~of religion,™ but he made 1t clear that in his opinibn Amolié'
and thé wife of a clark whom he alsc married, "though very
reaﬁeotahle women in their way," were "little caloulated to
imorove thé manners of soclety" and were not ralsed by the

mere act of legal marriawe to the same moral and social lavel

. as "marvied females" of full %urepean blood !




'As‘long as sne remained in the olose-knit and hierachiocal -
goctety of the Hudson's Bay Company, Amelia wag largdiy fimmune
from such discrimination, proteoctnd by th§ ralative isolation
in whioh ohe lived and by the high rank of her husband. ‘But
when Douglas was made govarnopr of Britlsh Columbla ahe. in the
words of one writer, "knew the full ugliness of snobbery,

snubs, and gossin."'3 Even when she bescame Lady Douglas, Wife
- of Sir James Douglan, there was not oomplota aoceptance desaitt
ner many services to others and the genoral reapoot in whioh
she was‘held.- But, like MocLoughlin, Douglas remained a devotod
'_husband as long as he lived,
With two such men at the helm of the COIumbia Department,
' the oompqny s policies and regulations conoerning the‘marriages,
- morals, and sducation of its employees wers certain tb be |

. enforoed.‘ But MoLoughlin and Douglas were realists.. They
raoognized that oasual sexual ancounters and.temporary‘liaisona
- oould not be entirely pre#ented. thouzh such contaots‘gero not
éncouraged and gometines they wevre actively discouraged, The

"Biz Doctor's" attitude is perhavs best sumned up in the reply‘

ha sent to the governor and committae to wL A, Slacum's ocharges

' that the company "find it to thelr intersst to snoourage their
servants, to intermarry or 1live with the native women.," thile
nearhaos not entiraly honast, since he lenored the advantages

that accerued to tha firn throuszh usaloas with dauzhters of the
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country, Moloughlin was undoubtedly sinoeré when he wrote:

.+ » Wo do all we oan to prevent our Servants taking
Indian Wives, as a single man in oonsequence of his
having no family oan be moved from one place to another
with greater facility than a married man and for my
part, I never allow any man at this olace to take an
Indian woman unless he took her to Wife-and I granted
this leave to as few as I possibly could, Still there
are very few men hers, but have Indlan women and of
whioh we take no notice, and I would wish to Xnow . . .
how we can vrevent it in suoh a place as this, where
the men at thelr work in the field, are surrounded by

Indian women.>d | |
But there were very definite limits to this laissez-falre

attitude, In 1838 James Douglas told the London directors
that "no verson is permitted to make fanoy visits (inside Fort

.Vahoouver], and I n_eit‘her'havo nor would suffer any psrson, of

Whatever ramk, to introducs loose women into this Port, an
attempt which, to the hdnor of évery genﬁleman here, was never
made."“o The ways of men and'wémen.being what they are,

. however, Douglas‘waa not entirely correot, at least as regards
the last part of his atatement, When Covernor Simpson visited
the depot in 1829 his manservant smugecled a "lewd Indian

woman" into the vost, Wnen the "Little Emperor“ diséqvered‘
thié 1mbropr1ety ha knooked the servant down, "I nefar saw a
man get a neater dlow," later wrote the admiring McLoughlin.
"He richly deserved what he got M4

“oloughlin also attemnted to nrevent native women from
visiting the Company's vessels, at least on mors than & cagual

. vasis, In 1820 he léarned that three Women were rumored to be




living on beard the Dryad, whiohﬁhad recantly arrivadiét'thﬁ
deéot from England;'-ﬂe dirootdd the ship's captain to asnd
aghore "immediétaly“ the bna woman he xnew for ocertalin waa
thcro'and éddod, "I hone no woman on any oretence will ve
allowed to reside on board the Drjad 42 | '

‘But in this case the "Big Dootor" was fighting s losing
battle, Once the vessels were out of slight of Fort Vanoouver
he had 1ittle oontrol over them, and it is revorted that "d41l
the Co's ehips admitted any number of the Indian-womon on
bosrd - the canoes returnsd for them and no troubles came in

this way. W43 By 1879 it was no secret that the natives in the .

Indian-villase ‘& short distance from the depot were transporting.

their fenale éla?es in cances out to vessels anchored in the:

river and striking'bargains for thelr services, Thara'was evén
a proouresa who organized this commerce in human bodies.44
It is also clear (rom a number of sources that sallors

ware not tﬁa ohly amoloyees to seok the favors of femala:slévaa(

or even of the wives and daughters of the natives, Aslaovernori_

Simpson cynically remarked of condlitlons at Fort George;_"a
orics will command tha Princess of Wales [Chlaef Concomly's
daughtar) dewnwards," At Fcft Georze in 17324 and 18325 sléves
bélonging to the wives nf company employess wers also being
"1et out" for this notorious traffic, and Lt ls reaconadls to
sunpose that the practice continned at least to some srtent

et 4 .
at fort Yancouver, 5 2resumably all these nattars were auong




the oconditions of whioh the company's offloeras took “no‘notibo}"f
On the mors vositive side, MoLoughlin and Douglas did
turn their attenti’n to mitigating oertain of the oonditions

whioh wers almost inevitable givan the olroumstances under whioh

the employees lived, 4And despite the ories of moral outrage
raiged by a few observers llke tha Reverend ¥r. Beaver and
Purger W, A, Slabum, the officers were reasonabdbly suocessf&l;'
Outwa:dly. at least, Fort Vancouver presentsd the appearance |
of a wall-ordered and decorous community, Lieutenant Charles
Wilkes of the United States Exploring Expedition, who spent
some time at the demot during 1841, could see 1little amiss as
far as personuloonduct was concerned, "in opinion has gone
abrosd, I do not know how," he wrote, “that at this post thers
ia a2 total disregérﬂ,of morality and religzion, and that vice
predominates, .Aa far asg my:observationé want, I feel obliggd‘
to state that every thing seems to prove the coatrary, and to
‘bear testimony that the officers of the Company are axerting.
themselves to check vice, and encourasge zmorallity and religilon,
in a very marked manner; and that I saw no instance in whioh'”
vice was tolerated in any degres, I hﬁve, indeed, reason ;o |
believe, from the disclpline and the exampla of the superiors,

that ths whole establishment is a pattern of good order and

corract deportment."46




Sinva the regulations of the Northern Department
required that no emnloyse oould take a woman without showing
himself willing and able to provide for her and any resulting
ohildren, the permission of an offiocer theorstiocally had to
be obtained before any such union oould be contracted, There
‘s ample evidence that this requirement was taken seriously in
- the Colunbia Dopartment.“7 Ag has been seen, YoLoughlin did
not freely grant ;mployeee permission to take wives, but when
conditions warreted he svidently encouraged the men to
ragularize their relationships either "in the manner of the
countr'y," by witnessed marriage contracts, or, 'parti‘oularlyy in -
‘the case of "gentlemen," by deolarations before an offioer
who was also a justice of the peace.*8 At least the "Big
Doctor™ was suffioiéntly 1iberal in this regard to cause
Herbert Beaver to denounce the "execrable system of granting
oeramission to the common men to live in a state of fornioation,
which they are almost taught to look upon as marriage." The
chaplain virtually accused MoLoughlin of encouraging such
unions‘by adding that "if a man wants to buy a woman, and has
nermission to do so, he can orocure out of the storé any
srticles, which on any other pratence he would be refused" and
{f nacessary would be granted credit to ocomplete the surchase, 9

Clearly, McLoughlin favored marriage, even if it was only

"after the fashion of the country.”




It sometimea'héppenad. of oourss, that "servants" -- the
laborers, zgiagggzg, artisans, and othor lower vanks of
employess -- "married"” without permission. In 1841 Archibald
YoDonald, in oharge of Fort Colvile, complained to MoLoughlin
about one Antoine Duguette, '"He never was good for anything,
& a S111ly marriage of his which he entered into here last

Summer muoh against my will, oompletad his uselessness,"

‘McDonald wrotse, adding, "His wife left him twioe sinoo."5°

Almost gurely -Duquette would not have dared defy the
formidable McLoughlin or the yet stricter Douglas in this
manner, The "Big Dootor's" treatment of even an o:fidar und ar
similar oircumstances was a nerve-shattering exberiende. -
Barly in 1838 Oaptﬁin,w1111am Brotchie, commander of one of
the company's vessels, desired to marry'the mixed-blood
daughter of a retired servant living in the #illamette Vallay.
MoLoughlin, knowing of the girl's "infamous character,"”
rafused to give nis consent but did not delgn to glve Brotchie

an explanation. The distraught captain toox his troubles te

Chanlaln Beaver who, 8180 not knowing of the vrospective
bride's reputation, was only too happy to defy the departmental
nanager by published the banne at Sunday service, That same
afternoon, at "a public tea-table" -~ probably in the mess

hall -~ MeLoughlin "introduced the subject" and ordered
Brotchie from the room. YWhen the captain did not respond

gquickly enough, McLoughlin zrabbed him by the collar "before




queste and servants” and "dragged" hin into a dark room, from

whenoo he wap sent to the Bachalors' Quarters for a_weak's
confinement.>’

Or. McLoughlin was absent from Fort Vanoouver whén the
first Catholic priests, Fathers Francis N.,Blanchet and Modesto
kkDemors, arrived from Canada during November, 1838, but Chief

Trader Jumes Douglas, the acting manager, geve them every
possible assistance in beginning their ministry, One of the
first objects of thelr attehtion was the moral condition of the
community. 'the good fathors belleved qulte as strongly as had
Xf, Beaver that fur-trade marriages -- and for that matter those
of Catholicg verformed by Jjustices of the peace and Ptoﬁestant
‘ministers ag well -- were sinful, but they wers more diplomatiio
yin saying so, Instead of loudly denouncing "ooncubinage",they
began counseling the Prench-Canadians, most of whom had at least
" peen bantized as Catholios, to "reinstate" or "rehabllitate"
their marriages; Soon the oriests circulated through the
village west and southwest of the fort patiently but firmly
separating the men and women whose marriages asoeared qualified
for rehabilitation., Presumadbly the couples were only permitbed
to reunite after reoeiving formal "nuptial benediction.” 1In
this task, as well as their other work, the nrlests acknowledped

recaiving the "help of tha comnandant, 52

Fram the Catholie Church records at Vancouver, nowever,




it annears that 1t was betwsan late Dsocember, 1838 and mid

Fabruary. 1939. before any slegnificant nunber of narriagea
was sapnotified,.and ‘even then the number wWas not great
_oompatéd to the total Ccholio pobulation.53 It evidently
took a considerable amount of instruotion before_the fathers
were able to rsturn to the men, in more than token nunbers,
Mihe women that dld not belong to them, by legitimate
“t::al_rr'ienge.”sll> The priests oomplained that the company's
smployment contracts, requiring gervants not to narry and %o
raturn to Montreal for discharge, ware 1mpudlments'to ihé '
"ch'etity” of the Canadian. employees, since the men were
'_tempted to form irragular ¢conneotions rather than legitimate'
_marriagas. The oresent writar has not yet been able to
examine a specimen of the contracts used when hiring Canadians
to see if the servants really were forbidden to marry, bdut 1t
is indlsoutable trat a goocd many of tham were granted'permission
to.do so in the Columbia Devartment, Perhaps the ochief
reagson for the somewhat less than universal rush for lagai
marriage was the fact that the vriests did not consider méﬁy
6f tha men qualified to receive the nuntizal blessing. ."Théf
miseionaries have the grief," recorted one of them.-“of
geeing thoge who, trampling on the saored vews of marriags,
" 1ive with native women, whila they have in Canada or on Red

River their legitimate wives and children engulfed in poverty, "5
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‘Not only did ¥oLoughlin and Douglas encourage marriage

whenever it was justified, tney did everything‘possibla
to orevent guoh allianoes from bresxing uo and to force

employees to maest their obligatlions as husbanda and fathers.

~ How the vressure was brought to bear is shown by an order the

' "Big Dootor" sent to the master of Fort Nisqually: "There is
an Indian woman lawfully married to one Tetreau, but who ran
away and left him., This woman has 11ved #ith Yizeau here, but
if she goes to Nisqually, you will not allow her to 1live with
him “56 In another cage, the contract of an omoloyﬂe of Fort |
Langley named William Brown had expired, and he came to ?ort
‘Vancouver early in 1837 to go overland to Oanada with the
,annual express, But McLoughlin learned that Brown had left an
eight-month~old child in untrust¥orthy hands at Léngley.‘
COnfidnnt that the infant would die under such ¢ircumstances
and ‘since it was against rezulations for parents to leave the
Columnbia without making adequate provision for their ohildran,
the chief factor urged Brown to return to Langley for another

_ year, at the end of which time the child would be old enonugh
to travel to Canada with him, Brown vositively refused desplte
warnings of grave consequences, Thus defied, choughlin had
the stubborn servant tied to one of the cannons in front of
the Bilg House and flogred, After three blotig Brown Capitulatad.57
Other instances in which Coluabia Denartment offlcars

attenoted to cronota the sanctity of marriage and elevate




the general moral tone might be oited, but it is apvarent

‘that Pathers Blanohet and Demers wers oorreot when they said

that a large provortion of the servants vreferred "irregular

connestions," But the "irregular conneations” of tho:pricstpk

were largely rur-trado marriages, Thus there 1s no {noonsistenoy

in Governor Simpson's observation in 1841 that "most" of the

men &t Fort Vanoouver were "married to aboriginal or nalf-breed

women" whose "swarms" of children wers conspiouous in the

adjoinihg'village.se‘

 Unfortunately, there is little information available to

| show how the‘womgn felt about these connoctiqns, regular or
irregular, moral or immoral. Most 6: then married;vtor,tho
first time at least, when very young. Sarah Julia Ogden,

~_daughter of’Chief Factor Pster Skene‘Ogdan, was only fdurteen

- when she married Olerk Archivald McKinlay in fur-trade fashion
at Fort Vancduver in 1840.59 One of Clerk James A, Birnie's
daughters was escorted by Ogden from the depot to New Caledonia
in 1837, when she was "under sixteen yearé of age," to marry
Clerk A, C. Anderson, whom she had not seen for nearly four

- years. Under the olrcumstances, there probably was some truth

to Herbert Beavar's oharge that Miss Birnie was "a perfect

: 0
automaton" in the affair.6

It seems evident that aven among the company's "gentlemen" -

.' officers and clerks -- marrlages were often matters negotiated




betwean the would-be sroom and the girl's parents. And
- gometimes unicns wore arranged by hiph-ranking offioers withﬁut
much regard for anything but the ¢00d of the gervioe and perhaps
relief from some of their own personal burdens, In i829
‘Governor Simpson.attempted to persuade one of the Columbia
Department clerks to shake off his Indian mate and marry e .
2ixed-blood young woman who would Dbe sent to him from east of
the mountains, As for Indian girls, they were “aold by thelr
parents for a gun, for cloth, for some blankets."s‘ It would'
sppear, then, ‘¢hat daughters often had relatively little to
say about whom they married. -
o But 1t 18 not to be suvposed that romance did not enter
."1nto these cannectiona. Take, for exampls, the case or
.oiahteen-year-old Pierre Pepin. who reaohed Fort Vancouver as
a newly recruited "middleman" and blackenith in the last days
of_l836.-_As'was routinely the case when brigades or expresses
faached the debot Dr, McLoughlin quartered the yoyageurs and
nork-eaters," as novice employees were tarmed, without 80
much as a "by your leave" among the servants in the village.
Panin and tws other men were agsigned to a house in which -
lived Nanoy Goodrioh, & full-blooded native of "The Dalies
Wation" and the former country wife of an American trapper who
‘wad once been associated with the company. Yancy's dauphtsr

%y Goodrich, Susanne, could scarcely have been more than a child

at the tima, and one foot had been s0 {amaged in an acclident




that she had to walk with a stiok, But Pepia must have been

gtrongly qttraoted to her, because fiv§ years iatsr.-artar he
-,had beoomé free from a temporary ahd unhallowed rglatiqnahip
 with Josephie Pattenaude, he returned and asked Susanne to

marry him, She was willing, so Plerre approached her mqpher
~on .the subject, Nanoy replied that if the marriage was what

Susanne wanted, the arvangement was fine with her, "Ounly, I

1ive here with thie girl, you'll have to kaep'mp."'shé added,

-it is recorded that the union of Susanne and ?ierrq‘was-"laug |
and congenial ‘though beset with ooverty."52
-~ As for the female Indlan slaves whose sarvioas ware sold
to sailors and other ssrvants, it is diffioult %0 Judge their
‘faeelings, Prom the time of Lewis and Clark and extending through :
the entire furatrade period, thare is abundant testimcny as to
_the anthuaiasm with whioh native prostitutea solicited business,
'-But since the women, who according to Father Demars were often
treated worse than dogs, could be cruelly punished 1if they did
not oroduce revanue, thess demonstrations cannot be taken as
"svidence of thelr true attltudses, The facts in one caéh;
~ however, are instructive, Pather Demsrs told of an "unfortunate
éraatura" whoese native master wae about to foroe her inte
prostitution, She manarad to ran away but was recaptured,
beaten, and slashed on the fast with a ¥nife, ihen MoLoughlin
heard of these "horrors," he took the woman from the Indian and

nlaced her in the depot hosnital, As to her eventual fate the




récord is s1lent.63‘ ividantly she, at leagt, was not willingi
to axhibit for hire those "amorous propensities* go frequently |
_cattributed to the damsels of the Columbia River Vallay.,

There are no acourate records of the number of women
living at Fort Vancouver at any veriod during itsklong hiqtory.6“
i fadt. it 18 diffioult, even imnoseidle, to determlne nore
than roughly how many employees were in recsidencs, Véry-predis¢ 
rolls of officers and servants exist for each yaar from 1825
tof1860, but a number of men listed as at Fort Yancouver or
under "General Charges" of the Columbia Department‘ﬁere in
‘reality stationed elsewhere than at tha depot, They weré

-~ offioers, olerks, vozageure, traoners, laborers, or artisans

(who were regularly absent for long or short periods, Sometimes .

these men, bartioularly 1f they were attached-to the Snaks
‘Exnedition or the Southern Party, took their ramilies with
tham, 2arhaps more often the wives and children renained
vehind at the fort,

No comparable rolls were xent for the women, at least at
‘Fort Vanonuver as far as ig known, As has been seen, the
comrany 444 not quite ignore the axistence of employees' families,
but neither di4 Lt, with some notable sxcestions, show nuch
fnter:st in thew, At Zork Pactory a young clerk who asked that
a trifling alteration be made in his gquarters so as to qivé hla

and nls welle-bred wife “ore srivacy was told by his superiors




the "tha comoany 444 not recognize familles"; they were moroly
toleratad.és _ '

A refleotion of this attituds can be seen in %oLouﬂhlin'
annual report or the status of Fort Yanoouver for the year
1826274 uring the winter, he wrbtu, there were three
"dommisaiénéd Gentlemen," seven “offioers" [oler&s?], and
sixty-eight men at the nost, including those agiéohed to .two
sxpaditiona, the coastal trade, the annual expreas, and river
communioation, Then he addsdz "Two Women and tWo chiidren on
the-zstablishaent."66 In view of Governor Simpéon's'raﬁark
only two yaars earlier that nearly a8ll the gentlemen and
garvants on the colunblu then nad familles, 1t 'is unrealistlo
to believe ‘that there were only two wonen at Fort Vancouver 380
1826.67 It must ve concluded that “cLoughlin mednt there_were_
cnlj two women, wives of officers or clarks, living inside th@
ﬁiékets; tha families of the servants were simnly igndred.

In dotéberf 1838, J2mes Douglas reported that oﬁly 86 men
remained at the vost after the people on detached service'ﬁad .
departed, and this reduced nuaber included 26 at the sakmill,

7 tnvalids, and 7 tending the cattle and dairies,®® Three
years later dovernor Simpson said the force at Fort Vancouver
varisd according to the season from about 130 to moré'fhanVQOO,
excluding officers and native 1aborers.69 Theoretically there
Were at times 10 or more of f{oers and clarks assigned to Fort

Yancouver, out as “cLoughlin comn»lained in 12473 he then had

only 5 actually sresent and 1t for wark, too Zew for the




oroper oporation of tﬁe denot 70 It nmuat be rameﬁbered,
however. that there were almest always & number of "woars
and cpmers.“ both officers and men, visiting at headquarters, 7
and some of these visitors, particularly the officer#; brought _
thair families with them, thus it bscomes virtually 1mpossiblo
to make an socurate statement of the poouiation, |

g A fair estimate for 1845, when Fort Vancouver was almost

g at the pesk of ite aotivity, might be aporoximately 210 nen,
avout 160 women, verhaps 210 uhildren. and oerhaps 0 or 40

g Indian nlaves of both sexes belonging to amployses. There
evidently were additional slaves who palonged to the wivos‘or“

employess, but their number is not kncwn.71 ‘This total

population of more than 600 souls constantly changed as mgn

retired, were transferred, or died, and as thelr women moved
with‘theﬁ; dted, ran away, or wWere deserted, And after th§ 
discovery of gold in Salifornia the number of officers and
sefvants dwindlad rapidly until in 1860 there were but fourteen

teft, 2
It seems imoossible to detarﬁine the nrouortlon of the

--\‘.n |\.

- ‘women who were oure Indiana as afainst those w!a vere of

y aixed blood.‘ One recant analysis of uatholio and Prctestant
'ﬁar*iage records at the 708t would anrear tn iniicate that

native women outnumbered female half-breeds by about five to

one.73 This asstinate zeems ressonabla although, 2s has bedn o :
saen, many amployses nreferrad or found 1t nocessary to continue .

thair unions in the fur-trade manner and eschewed Judlicial or




raligious marriage ceremonies, Sinoce most of thes: 1n£orma1,

allianoes undoubtedly were witn native women, the aotual
osroentage of Indians, at least in the carly years. robably

was even higher than indicated by the marriage statistios,

' On the other hand, a3 the many mixed-blood children grew to

| ,marriaseable age, the provortinn of half-breed wives oertginly

increasad.f
Beginning in the 18%0s a very few European women resided

at Fort Vancouver for varying periods. - Though their number

was insipnirioant statistioally, their gocial impact was great.

These alisn intruders will be treated in a 1ater seotion. ‘For

the present the discussion concerns the large majority, the

"daughters of the country,"”
|  The native women at Fort Vancouver came from a great

43versity of tribval backgrounds, But if'mérriage records
reveal even an approximation of the true situation, about a

third of the Indlan wives spoke lower Chinook dialects and

came from the region bordering the Columbia River from about

the,Cascades to the sea, This estimate appears to be supvorted

| by a statement of George B, Roberts, whn .ong served as an

aporentice and clerk at the depot,. "The flower of the lower

Colunbly Women were wives to the comvanys labouring men," he

~Wrote in 1878.74 When those who spoke the uposr Chinookan

“tongues of the groups from about the Cascades to .The Dalles are

‘included, almost half of the native women were Chinookan




| npeakérs, although it ie not osrtain that the iwo grcups'

 could understand one another, 2 Apoaréntly proximity wae a
strong a roroe tn mate seleotion then as 1% 15 today,

The next largest linguistio blook among the native wivoa
wag comnosed of speukere of the varioua Coasgtal Salishan
tongues from the Cowllte, Chehalle, Niaqua;ly. xlgllgm,.
Tillamook, and related groups. The Walla Wallas and Nez ?oro(u
were also rather strongly repressnted, This distribution. |
1s to Ye exgected, since the comzany had long-established poets
in tha Puget Sound and upper Jolumbia regions. But there wes |
also a wide scattering of tribes and languages which had only
from one to a few representativds at Fort Varioouver, The -
marriage records show, for example, a Shasta from California,
& Stikine from Alaska, a Snukse from thes vresent Inland Empira.
and a Nipissing from the Great Lakes vicinity.’® Native
women from east of the Rockles werse few, slnce it was & rare
gervant who wes allowed to bring his family with hig to the
Columbia,

The mixed-blood wemen at the depot were, for the most
vart, the offsoring of uniong between Zuropean men and native
or vartenative wWomen, By far the greater number of the fathers
were French-Canadians, and the daughters were usually raised
speaking both Prench and the Indian tongues of their mothers,

Thare seems to be no rscord of one of thess vart-Zurojean




ERVTE

daughtera veinz marrisd to a ¥awalian or an Iroauois emvlo;ee -
at Fort VYancouver, although what may have been suoh a undon to a man
who probably was not an employas was ocelsbrated near the oost '
in 1845. For tha most nart the mixed-blood daughters married
canadiéns. Thus French tended %o be the language sopoken in
households where the wives wers half-breeds {in British North
Anericd during the nineteenth century almost 21l part-Suropeans
wera u¢alled "half-breeds" repgardless of the percentage of |
 Indian blood),

Wnen the father of a mixed-blood daughter was British, the
2irl often was brought up speaking the languages of both
parents. For instance Zlnisa McLoughlin, daughter of John
MoLoughlin of Irish and Svottish descent and Marzusrite ¥olLoughlin
of Swiss-Ojlbwa ancastry, was desoribed in 1837 as speaking
“frenoh and english.“77 But her mother in 1836 still only
spoke "a little French, mostl} Crea" «- and evidently very
little English -- after having been married, successively,‘to
two'Snglish-spaaking men for verhavps forty years.78 In faot,
a British naval officer who visited the Cclumbla in 1839 noted
that, in pensral, the wives of the officers ard clerks, who

ware mainly Scotsmen, had not learned to sveak English.79

And Nareisea Whitman in 18%6 cained tha impression that French

was the orevailing language. "3Invlish," she noted, "is

svaken only by a fow,"%0




- Given the graat"dmeésity af tongues, vartioularly on the
sart of the Indien wives, nany of thé_woman'must have had a
4ifficult time communicating, 4s the Cathollo miaaibnaries- 
iisoovered artér thair‘arrival in 1838, a large number of the
Indian women and thelr children svoke nelther French nor -
Inglish, and their native languages were often mutuaily '
unintelligi‘ola.a1 But the priests also reportéd that "a good
sart" of the diverse Indian grouvs which visited and livad‘at‘
the fort understood the Chinook jargon, that simpie, abbreviated,
eclectlio composite which so facilitated trade in the ?adifio
Northwest, By 1840 it was resorted to be the "means by which
the whitss gemerally can make themselves understood by the
Indians frequenting Port Vancouver."®2 A year later a linguist
noted that the "general communication" at the depot was
“malntained chiefly by means of the Jargon, which may'ie Said
to be the crevailing 1diom." 7This same observef statqd that
the:jargon was in some cagses the only means of ¢ommun;catioﬁ

between wives and husbands, as surely it must have been between
83

“many of the women also.
It 1e not to ve suvvosed, however, that mereiy-becauaél

the lan@uaga varrier could be ovarcome, there was freersoeial
intarcourse betwaen the women who lived inside the piekets and
those who 4welt in the villaze. 3Iven when the wives in both
cases wers Iadiasns or mlxed-bloods, there was 1lttle opvortunity

to bridse the zap which existed between "santlemen" and




-“servants“ and thelr resvactive ramiliea.. Throuphdﬁt'thﬁ
oomnnny 8 servlca a quite riuid oaate aysten held sway, caaed
on oustom and regulation. Tradesneq, _gzﬂggugg and laborara Q-.
_essentlally the olass of employess who lived in the vilxage .
were not sermitted, even when invited, to enter the quarters |
._or the officers, olerks, and postmasters Who were housed in
the fort, '"Gentlemen" were cautloned agalnst making prolongdd.
fréquent, or consolouous vigits to the dwellings of thq servants,
There were exoeptions: Protestant services in the Big
House were ocen to all who wanted to c<ome, even neighboring
Indians evidently; certain holidays wers calebrated by ocen.

house# in which all versonnel varticipated; and occasionally

dances were given by the officers to which "a1l" the ladies of

tha'egtablishmant were irnvited, although whéther-the establishm&nt.
included the village in such cases 15 not enﬁirely_clear,

Other opnportunitiss for mlngling came on such occasions as

‘horse races ahd'the theatrical performances sglven on Sdard

H.M.S, Modeste, and the ladlses of the fort may have made

visits of meroy to the homes of 111 families in the village

or ascisted in inatructing the sohooigirls {n domestic arts;,

But on the whole the women of the village and those of the

fprt revolved in differsnt gnheres, althouch thay shared'manj

of the tribulations of frentlar 1153.84 For this reas5n it 1s

nserhans best to conslder each srous sesarately.




In 1839 the village oonaisted of about fi:ty-threo

iﬁ“ wooden houses seattered over the plain vest and aouthwost or
1
ij the fort. Nine years later the number or thuse dwellingn

M e A

§V aonaaiarto havo inoroased to sonewhat more than sixty.
Aoéordinq to some witnessea tha atruoturas were arranged
neatly along several roads or oaths, but available maps appear
to show a more haphazard distribution., One observer claimed

that Canadians, Hawallans, and Britons lived on separate

‘streets. though maps seem to orovide only‘partial avidence of

suoh segregation. The houses were generally small and one
story high. Some, however, had one and a half stories, A
number were ceiled on the inside, and by 1849, a{ least, some
wers nanared or plastered;with‘clay. They geﬁgrally contained
two or three rooms, although many_oonsisted of only s ;;nglq'
chamber, | |
It is acnarent that if there were only & few more than
£1fty houses but adout 150 married couples, there was a certain
amount of sharing despite the fact that a numbar,éf employ&ee
‘ on‘tha fort rolls l1ived at the mills, on the farms, and in
various structures scatterad at other locations near the depqt.as
In fact, William A, Slacum definitely stated in 1837 that "two
~or threes familiss” generally lived in each of the "good log '
cabins" of the village.86 Although the men were required to

bild their homes themselves on their own time =- Sundays and ‘lh




Tay

: hdlldaya woréztheif only days orf =« ;hé-oompady éaéiated‘by o

donating slabs from the sawmill and perhaps in other wgys.

At any rata, tha firm olaimed ownership of these structuras

and probably allotted them to other occupante when they fell
vacant, | b

WHages for sorvanta‘ware relatively low even'by furovean

standards of the 1840s, ranging from Bi17 per annum for

laborera to a top of about B40 for most artisans. although a
very zew received mors, Slince most of these generally meager
apounts went for c¢lothing, bedding, and a rew luxuries such as
tobacoo, tea, and sugar, it may be imagined that there was
-llttle avallable for elaborate or even adequate. furnishings.‘
Surviving Fort Vancouver‘inventories of comoany owned |
fufnishings 1ist no 1tems in the village; thus it may be
aSsuméd that the men orovided thelr ewn, Undoubtedly locally
manuractured or "eountry made" furniture prevailed, supbiemanted 
by cobking.and aatlng utensils, tipware, earthenwaras, qnd'other
articles purchased at the trade shop, o

At least one visitor in 1841 desoribed the v1llaga homas

as “comtortable,™ and certainly some of them Aere. But a

house of the smaller type, the residence of a eompany farmar
1iving near the fort, may have besn mors typleal, Tnls structure,
an abserver noted during the same year, was "a wretched log hut,

. ‘¢ontaining one room only, about 10 feet square . . . it




w0

contained no other fﬁrnipure than g.p1ne'table‘andxin';r§n'
| pot) the bed, if it‘oould be called'dne, cohaisted of réugh
pine logs ¢overed by a slnglo blanxet . .‘; ard in this house
‘ate drank and slept the farmer, hia wife, ‘their three ahildren |
| and the farm sorvant.“87 Suqh wers the homes over whioh the '
viilago womeﬁ presided, |
As Susan Kar&aa has pointed out, the role of these women
was net too much different from that of wives in Indian
a&ciety.ae They were responsible for the domesiic chores =-.
housekeening; cooking; sowing; treating fure and hides;
naking mocoasins and other 1items of ¢lothing and equipment;
‘gathering roots, berries, and other vegetal foods; and oarlng o
for the children. The Reverend Herbert Beaver summed up the |
position of the women 1iving with "the lower class of the

Company s gervants" by saying that they "were much in the

condition of slaves n89

Excapt in cases where the husbands were of British or
French extraction and the mothers of mixed‘blood, the -
| techniques empioyed for household tasks were probably alco
largely native, After all, the Indian women and sone of_tho'
nixed«blocds knew no other way of life than that they had
learned from their mothers, Undoubtedly there wWare exceﬁtions.
Those wivaes who as children had attended the Fort Vancouver |
school and those whose husbands took thae trouble to teach them : .

were better acquainted with Zurovean donestic technniques,




EE There exiet statements oy reliable witneesee that the

- Indian and mixed-blood wives of fur-tradere often were neat

,and 1nduetrloue housekeeeere, and there is no reason to doubt

the aocuraoy of sush observations in many oasee. But there

‘weve also goms oontrary oplnione. In 1834 American naturalist

John Kirk Townsend was at first imorossed with the "faetidious :

cleanliness” of the village at Fort Vanoouver, and he admired

theimanneryinvwhioh the women swept the streets and sorubvbed
the doorsills, Upon closer acquaintance, however, he changed
his mind and admitted that hie earlier judgment had‘been "too
high, "90 “1ght years later Father J. B. Bolduc reoorted that
the native wives of the Canadlans in the Willamette Valley had
"no proper knowledge of how to keep a household in order," and

it s not to be suoposed that the situation at Fort Vancouver :

was too much 111 erent.91 When the Reversnd Mr. Beaver

requested a "fenale" servant to attend his wife within the

fort, James Douﬂlas claimed that he could not find a suitable

unmarried woman, "not from scarcity, but from t%eir want of

oolish."92 A visitor of 1845 reoorted trat the Indlan wives of

the villazers could not ba oersuaded to adoot Euroosan notions
sf housekeeping, oraferring to sit on floors rather than chairs
and believing bodily cleanliness to be superfluous, The only
safa conclusion seems to be that some wlves were qualified to

keep tldy homes and did so, and sonme, serhass a najority, were

not, at least by Turovean standards.
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The matter of food nrenaration also 1nvolvas oonflioting
(v,ianca. By the time Fort Vancouver ‘was astablished in 1825
+ e oomnany had discontinued the nractice of lssuing food
allowanoes for the'families nf servants, The weakly rat1§n.
‘waé designed to feed the male emnloyes only,‘and‘eaoh ran

vloked up his weekly sllottment from the post sﬁrgeon every
Séturdgy evening. At Fort Vanocouver the ratidn varied not
only by the season but over the years, In 1838 the usual
weekly issue of provisions ver man amounted 1Q 4 quarts of
‘dried veas, 1/2 vouna of tallow, 9 pounds of salmon, and 5
pounds of bread or potatoes.g3 8y 1345 the ration was 21 pouh;s'
of salted salmon and 1 bushel of votatoes per week, though
when the latter were not available 12 pounds of flour were -
jssued., During the fishing season, however, one 10« pound
salaon a day, withouﬁ ootatﬁes or flour, was the ration; and
when fresh sturgeon was available, 8 pounds a day of that fish
were substituted for the salmon. In addition. an ocoasional
"meas" of wildfowl or venison was handed out, 9%

Accordina to one account, these rations were issued already
cooked, at least in part, Put not only would such a orocadure
sa6m 1lloglical, there is direct evidence to the contrary. In
1844 an overland immigrant, John Minto, was quartered in the
the cabin shared by a blacksmith and a shepherd, and he obser#ed
twat tha "common fare" of his hosty was issuad "to be cooked

by the laborers."95 It seams safe to assume, tharefore, that




-the meals or the married amaloyaas were prooared by theiv
"w1VBa aa was both tbe Indian and the ﬂurouean oustom. 'Derhaps

”‘,slaves were oooasionally assignqd the task- or oooking. but

 there seems to ba no direct evidenoe to that affeot,

7 It aprears obvious that, exgept for the fresh. riah when
issuad on a dally basis, the ordinary ratlion Would have beqn
‘nons too ample for an asctive laborer. And even in the cass of
single men there ware oomoiaints that a good. proportion of

the amﬁll'waga had to be 3spent for additional food 96  por

orkers'with familles suonlemental crovisions were a ﬁeceasity.'
Although there sesms to be no direct evidenoe that the women
D of the village took to the nlaing and woods to gather edible
roots and berries,'it_ia 11kely that some of them did so, since
' suéhiwas the native custom and éince the vicinity of the depot
was rioh in that type of resource. |

. 1In actuality, however, there vrobably were few wives who
went out in parsou to forage for food., According to Herbert
Beaver twenty=four of the "common men“ at fort Vanoouver owned
Indian slaves in 1837 97 But Willlam Slacum vained the |
'1m1ression at almost exactly the same time that each family

st the devot %ad from two to five slaves, From other sources
1t 14 Known that most of these belonered to the wives of tﬁe
.villége. Since Slacum was painting as olack a oleture of
éoﬁpany onerations as vogsible, there may be a good measure of

axaggeration in his flgures, but 1t seems clear that there




'weré few wives who had to dig wapato in oersod. ‘iooording to
Slacum there were nDlenty of slaves of both sexes avallablo in

most hougeholds to "out wood, hunt, fish for the famllies;"aand

-

perform "any extra works u98.. _ ,
Thers was one tyne of domestio tasy, however, which

 ev1dent1y was seldem delegatad, Thg women of Fort Vancouver,
of all ﬁlasses, took oride in thelr needlework, They made |
moccasing, leggins, and other afticles of clothing for their
nen and for fhemselves. and they kent the family’é store-bought-
clothes in good order. A sgeclal object of thelr atténtion

Wwas the tobacco and fire pouch, an 2ssential item of every

voyageup's wardrobe. These bazs, usually made of réd or blue

cloth, were ordinarily decorated with elaborate deadwork and
further ornameated by "several long talls," worked With

bright-colored silk.99

imile the Indlan and miced-blood wives were skillful
- seamstresses, they d1d no syinning or weaving., Father Bolduc
| 4rote in 1842: "Since the country has been inhablited not a
| bit »f fabric has been made."’oo Such skills were alien to
the culturss of moét native grouns in the Columbla Dedartnent,
and in fact there was little nead for such labor, vecsuse the |
trade shop contalned a large varizty of drygoods at ressonable
prices,

lashing clothas was anotheér task that was congidered

wosen's work., Visitars to other comoany sosts occaslonally
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| montion obaarving tha wivea and dauﬂhtars of employses doins

the losundry beside a river, but tbere g98mB Yo Ve o diraot

gvldanoo as to where washing was done by the village women

at Fort Yanoouver, B
Deepite the fact that the wWlves were subordinate to t}eir

husbands, & number of them actually led lives of relative

e2se, "The women, Indesd, do some little service for thelr

keepers," reported Herbert Beaver, "but as s00h 4s & man takes

one, he 18 obliged, even 1f she was previcusly a slave herself,

to buy one or two to wait on ner, " 19!

Not all of the village women were so fortunate However..

‘Undoubtedly there were a few who, married to brutes, actually

ware drudges. But there was stlll another iroup -- unmarried;
widowed; allied with men who were on distant assignment, 111,
or infirm; or married to certain classes of Zurooean servants «-

who had to_ work %o kéap from starving, to conpensale the

“¢ompany for rations, ¢r to fulfill the terms of their husbands’

contraots, On the whole, these women were prodbably the most
interesting in tha entire Fort Vancouver estadvlishment.
In 1838 James Douclas told the London direotors that there

ware only five womsn at the depot to whom rations were i{ssued:

| of thess was a Comoany's ward, and is regularly

married
1 18 a xildow with a family of fatherlaes children

% are the unmarried wives oI old servants, who have
¢claimns to consideration




He hastened to reaaeure the oommittee that "every woman

=freeeiv1ng rations is bound when required to work foi tha

Comrany.‘ Hs astimated that in a year the proviaiona 1ssuad
to this small grouv coct the oompany only B16,18 over the
_value of their labor, Yo other allovance or expense hhatever,A
U, the shape of maintenance or otherwise 1s made for any of
these familles," he added, "and the buildings they occupy‘have

been erscted entirely at thelr own oharga."'°2

These words reveal a good deal concerning the company's
attitude toward women, They show that despite the rathar harsh
solicies favoring the removal of feailles of useléss.‘deceased,
dt retired sarvents from the violnity of the posts, there Was
in actuality‘a certain amount of compassion shown in individual
casas, TIhey also show that the firm did not, always at axny
rate, abandon the families of men -- and women in some
{nstances -~ who nad rendered outstanding service. And tney
also reveal that the company's largesse had very definite
1initations,

The names and stories of the five women mentioned by
Douglas are not yet known with certainty, but the case of
Mrs. Charlotte McIntosh will serve to 1llustrate the type of
service which inspired the firm to extend its benevoleace,
however rastricted, to this class of dependents, Mrs,
McIntosh, the mixed-blood daughter of a comyany officer, was

the widow of Clerk John McIntosh, also o gart-Indian ancestry.




_f“Hér-hﬁEbaﬁé:ﬁas'in’dherge f the company's post at 3cLé¢d

" Leake in New Oalednnia when on July 8, 1644, ne was shot to

- daath by a Sekanis tndisn while tending his fish nets during

a time of :amino. Mrs, MoIntosh made secure both the fort

und the qdmpany's property, including the furs, before fleeing .
to safety with her family and the only other mals employes. '
On June 12, 1845, Olerk Thomas Lowe at Port Vanocouvar
noted in hig Journal the arrival of the annusl brigade trom
the interior. With 1t was the "family of the deaeaaﬁd Mr,

McIntoah" who-were "brought down to be left here," The reason

for her being taken to Port Vanoouver is not stated in the

records thus far examined, but evidently the company felt an

obligation to provide for her or at least to place her where

her children could be educated. This lapt was a amajor
consideration since she brought with her at least six, and
parhaps seven, children of her own, all under the age of
fourteen. In addition there was the infant daughter of her

late husband by Nancy, & Carrier woman, Charlotte herself was

~about thirty-five at the time, Clearly Mrs., McIntosh was a

brave and large~hearted perason.
There seemi to be no record that she aotually recelved

rations, but aven if she did 1% does not appear likely that
ahe could have reared this large brood on the company's
provisions and on her owWn earnings alone. Very probably her
husband had laft an estate, or perhaps she received help from

relatives, In any case, she did survive and ralse her family,




'augmanttng whatevar asaiatanoe she reoeivad b? wewlng for f]'“‘.

| dapot rasidents and visitors. At Least two of her sons were
1atar employed by ths oompany, and two eventually nhad oolorrul.
1f tragio, carsers on the American frontier, '

There 18 no proof that Mrs, MoIntosh and her oh#ldrén
were assigned to a house in the village on her arrival. As.
the wife of a "gentleman" she may have livad within the
plckets, as apparently she was doing five years later., She
continued to reside at Fort Vancouver until her death in 1857.
But, uhether she lived in fort or villag:, her story undoubtediy
was not too much different in basic outline from those of
other and more humble women who received the ocompany's ration, 193

The type of services these dependent womnn were bound to
render "when required" is not entirely clear. One thing 1s
certain however: they were not smployed as cooks, tablél
attendants, or other types of domestic servants, 4t Fort
Yancouver sll the domastics wers men,'®% The only references
to household cheres which might have been performed for the
company by women at the post relats to washing, and then it 1s
not clear whethar the rarerences‘are to laundering performed
by the women for thelr own familles or in thu service of the
astablishment. It 13 possible that women served as laundresses
for the firm as they did for private individuals, '3

Also, there 13 no record whatever that women wWere ever
employed as clerks or helpers in the shops, warshouses, or

office, Somatimes youths of rather tender age were hired as




approntioca or assistants tor suoh tasku but no women. Sdﬁh;j;ff;': V1i

;;dutiaa wers considered "men's work.k_
o What sort of labor, then, might the women have performad

»tb pay for their rations? In the very early 10208 and berqro,'
When the wives of all servants were expscted to work in return
tor issued provisions, posts required women to perform such
tasks as making all the moooasins required for the seson's
operations.or, in one instance, providing fifty bundles of

watappe (roots used for sewing birch bark oanoes) eaoh.quy

Gatharing gum for canoes and boats was another common task.‘

~ By the tire Port Vanoouver was established, such genersl lavor
on the purt of the females was no longer required, and the' ,¢
few women who received rations could not possibly have turned‘
out the quahtities of materials needed. In the Columbia
Department such "gountry produce"™ seems to have been largely
’purohased'rrom'the Indians..

But the depot did manufacture locally a number of items
such as candles, portage straps, tents, oiled cloths, and the
like, It is possible, though not too likely, that women were
employed in some of these enterprises. Woamen, partioularly
Indians, were also hired as farm laborers, espsolally for
planting and harvesting potatoes, And they, probabdbly all
Indians, were employed to 0lean and salt salmon, although
these operations did not take place immedlately at Fort

Yancouver, In latsr years, at certain eastern posts, the
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f”womon of the fort“ kupt thu grounda 1naide tho piokats olean
and sorubbed the floora of the Big Houae, but thers is no
reoord that the company required suoh duty at the Oolumbta

|  h.ldquartora.i°7 All in all, none of these tasks would appoar

'to have been partioularly suitabla tor Port Vancouver's fomalo
:dapcndenta, but ginn‘Dr._McLoughlin'a penchant for keeping
people busy, it 1s unlikely that these ladlies had ﬁudb idle
time on their hands,
i 11ttle more is known about what was expected of the

wives of the workmen who were hired in Great Britain, These

" men's articles of agreement, at least during the 1830s,
required that their wives and children, "in conslderation of
being found in provisiona by ‘the saild Company, 1f required to
‘do 80 . . . render theilr services at hay-making, gheep-shearing,

weeding, and such other light work as they may be equal to."108

when & visitor reported finding a dairyman and hiz wife toliling
day and night near Fort Vancouver to turn out ﬁilk; ¢ream, and
butter, it may be assumed that they were working under some
such arrangement, although in this case thers is no evidence
that the persons 1in question were from Britain, The situation
with Mr. and Mra., Willlam Capendale was somewhat dil{ferent,
They were employed in England during 1835 at a Joint salary of
B50 per year, he as "balliff" of the farm and she as manager |

of the "Dalry Department." In addition to her regular dutles,




1ty wns antioipatad that Mra, uapandalo would auporintond an

_"1nfant sahoo M and "make herselfl usoful in any way her .

 servioes may be roquirad."jog Probably 1t was rortunata tor |

‘tho good lady that Dr, MoLoughlin did not ohooao tg find muoh
tor h?r_td do and that he helped assure that har atay at
Port Vancouver was short. |

| ‘But rations or no, there were a number of womeu at Fort
~ Vancouver, ameinly in ths village but a few withia the stookads,
who found 1t necessary or desirable to augment their incomes
;by working on their vrivate accounts for officers, élérka, or
visitors, As early as 1833 John Ball, an adventurous young‘.'
American who arrived with Nathaniel Wyeth, meationed that he
had been furnished with a good sult, "made by the ladies of the
post, "' 1% 1ne entarpriaa of Mrs, MoIntosh in setting herself
.up as a seamstress has already dseen mentioned, Mrs, James
Logie, who came to Port Vancouver from the Orkney Islands
with her dalryman husband, scmehow found time between {844 and
1846 to serve as nurse for Clerk George B. Roberts's wife
and ohild and to do that family's washing.''' It wes a common
praotice throughout the Hudson's Bay Company's territories
for bachelor officers and clerke to make annual contracts with
women, usually natives, to do their 1aund'ry.“2 If the Robertis

case was typical, it is evident that something similar oocurrasd

at Port Vancouver,




Hany differonoes in ntatus and lirestyle djstinauiah,d ‘ [‘ “""u‘”

, ftne wivos of the of fioers, olerks, and -- sometimes -~
; postmaatera who lived inside the piokets rrom their silterl
in the village, But the differences were not always as great :
as might be {magined and as has sometimes been claimed. In
tact;;a good deal of nonsense has been written about the
position of officers' wives in the fur trade, |
| Walter 0'Mears, for example, wrote: "The wife of tha
 chief factor'wasthe 'first Lady' of the post, It mgdo;no
dirterenoe whether she vas Indian, half-Indian, or white; she
met and entertained the aristooracy of the country, presided
over a gentleman's house, and'reared nis ohildren to their
father's station in 1ife."''> Another proponent of ths theory
that officers's wives had sxteasive business responsiblilities
is Jan Gould. In her Women of British Coluzbia she malmtains
that at smaller posts the wife of the manager "found herself
deaiing with numerous situations." She might have to receivs
a distinguished guest in the absence of the husband, "or aot
ag interprater, or sometimes overses the trading. n114
Undoubtedly examples can be found to support every word
of these contentions, Letitia Hargrave, British wife of the
chief factor at York Pactory, surely was the "first lady"
that great depot; she even ate at the mess table during the

winter, a most unusual breach of company custom, ' 15
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”-Thore ara numerous accounts by travalers, distinguishod nnd

B not /0 distinguiahed who pasmad pleaaant avenings convcruing

¢'w1th officers and their intelligont wiveu.' and as the story.
of Oharlotto MoIntosh proves, women did aometimos take oharse
of affairs in emergencios. .

But such illustratioas often répresent excentional
situations and not the dally rule, One atory soﬁetlmea olted
es an exsmple of feminine influence is that of Mrs, Oharles
Boas, wife of the manager of Port MoLougilin on the Horthwost
Coast, During the absence of her husband some Indiens drew |
knives and started to attaock her son in the trade shop, upon
which she seized a pike and drove the "cowardly rascals" from
the astabliahmant.‘16 When this account is analyzed, howsver,
it 18 sevident that it was the young boy, not the experienced
half-breed wife, who had been left in charge of the shop by
Ross, It 1s not the importance of fur-trade wives which 15‘
in question here, As has already been demonstrated they were
practically essential to the successtful prosesutlon of the

- businese, But what 1s baing challenged is the theory that
officera’ wives played a significant role “n the nanagement
of the trade or sven in officlal business entertainment, AY

Fort Vancouver, at any rate, the women were conspicuous by

their inconspicucusness in such matters,




I has already ‘been made olear that ‘Ohtet Pactors. Monoughlxn L

,‘and Douglaa treated their wlves with respect and dignity and -
“ineisted that others do likewise, DPster Skene Ogden, John
Work, aund other faotors who served with these two major riguras
or who followed them at the depot were equally determined that
their wives should ve consldered their social equals, though
privately at least one of them may have had some doubts, "I
am aware that my family beling natives of the country would not
be fit for soclety,” Work told a friend in 1836, "but that:

glves me little concern  they are mine and I am bound'to

provide for them."117

This insistence on respect did not mean that the officers
desired thelr wives to be their offlcial hostesses or aven o
mingle freely with visitors no matter how distinguished, The
words of Dr. Mcloughlin's daughter, Eloisa, describe the

position of the fort women in this rsgard very sucocinctly,

"When my fathsr had company," she told an interviewer.in 1878, “he

entertalned them in the general mess room, and not in the
family mess room. The familles livsd separate and prlvéta

entirely, Gentlemen who came trading to the fort never saw the

tamily. We never saw anybody.""s

Visitors tc the devot noticed this isolation of the familles
and remarksd upon it., Jokn Ball, sveaking of condltions at
Fort Vancouver during 1832-37, saild: "We saw nothing or llttle

of their womazn, except perhaps sometimes on Sundays out on a

..




H ,‘ ~h°rgg-baok ride, at whioh thoy axoolled ""9

‘Onnditions changed somewhat arter the arrival or tho

.~ Whitman party.of miasionaries during September, 1836 The

| group 1noluded two American women, Mrs. Naroissa Whitman and

Mrs, Eliza Spalding, Under the circumstanoes, McLoughlin

‘oould not continue with his usual all-male hospitality, and he

at once brought the sntire party to tus mauéger‘s residence -

and introduced them to his ﬁiro and Mra. Douglas, Since the
women could not dine in the meos hall, the "Big Dootor" had
the table in his sitting voom enlarged, and Naroissa and 3liza

ate‘there in company with Mrs. McLoughlin, Mrs, Douglas, Eloisa
McLoughlin, two of the fort "gentlemen," and, most of the |
time, Marcus Whitman and perhaps Henry Spalding.fzo
The missionary ladies were also introduced to Mr3, William
Capendale and Mrs. Herbert Beaver who were recent arrivals
from England and residents of the fort. At first Naroiséa
was delighted at the prospect of having the company of these‘
two "English Ladlss,” but evidently the acquaintanceship soon
turned sour. The Reverend Mr, Bsaver strongly objected when |
Narcissa began to tutor Eloisa McLoughlin and to help the
¢hildren in the fort school with‘their singing, Also, neither
Mrs., Capendale nor'Mrs., Beaver would assoclate with the
purt-Indian "concubines™ of McLoughlin, Douglas, and the other

"centlemen" of the fort, If Narcissa shared these prejudices




~ ahe showed fo outward eign, She found Eloisa "quite an

yintorestins young Lady" and seems to have genuinaly liked
‘Marguerite, going riding with her on at least one oooasion.‘e‘
Aooording to Eloisa, the arrival of ..ue Whitmans and

Spaldings helped to somewhat reduce the isclation in whioh

the fort women had lived, "Then we mingled more,” she said,'2?
Thereafter there are several mentions of female visitors --

and occasionally male vistors as well < being entertalned by
the ladies of the Big House.’a3 And whon tranaiont missionaries
and 1mmigranta were given temrurary housing in the Baohelors |
Quarters dbullding, even the families of the subordinate officers
and oclerks who lived there joined in these extended soclal |
contaots, Josiah L, Parrisp, long a member of the Method1lut
mission in Oregon and & frequent visitor to the depot, remémbored
that "the wives of the gentlemen, though they were native

women and some half breeds they used to come out and occupy

the parlor with our ladiesg, 124

As the years passed it apparently became more and more
usual to invite guests to participate in the piouniocs,
horseback exoursions, dances, and other entertainments which
were regular features of 1ife for the gentlemen of Fort Vancouver
and their tamilies,'?d 1n 1849 when United States Army officers
paid courtesy calls upon Chief Factor Peter Skene Ogzden, who

‘was taking over management of the establishwuent with the




departure of James Douglas for Viotoria; they were introduced
to his part~Indlan daughtor.'26 Clearly the women were far
yess oloisterad than thay had been prior to 1836, but this

liberation hed its limits, Not a shred of evidence has yei
peen found to show that the wives of the gentlemen were
given any role whatever in depot operations, pxoopt_to assist
1n the sohool. 27 BEvidently they were not even consulted in
many domestic matters, such as the planning of menus and the
#eleotion and supervision of the cooks, These functions, at

one period at least, fell under the duties of the post
lurgoon.123
As far as housing was concerned, the women who lived

1aside the plokets had certain advantages over those who dwelt

in the village. Both quarters and furnlshings were provided
| b: the company for offioers, clerks, posimasters, the chaplain
 when there was one, and for a very few of the tradesmen and

nousehold servants whose duties required them to be constantly

on hand near their places of vork.
fhe two chiaf factors and their families who lived in

the manager's residsncs or Blg BEouse vere comfortably situated,
Although no desoriptions of thelr private living quarters are
avallable, it may reasonably be assumed, trom the dimensions

of the building and from what is kaown of such residences at

other posts, that sach family had at least iwo bedrooms, &




aittins reom, and, for Dr, HoLoughlin at least, an offloe..
Su¢h privaoy add space Were unusual luxuries in the fur trade,
| While the furnishings sunplled by the firm ordinarily
were of the plainest sort, the ohiof faotors in the Big House
had sufficient incomes to be able to lmport furnlture, finbr _
ohinaware, silver table service, and other appointments from
England, The fact that the faotors could be reasonably sure
of remalning at one post for & aumber of years sud that Fort
Vanoouver was readily accessible by ship made such private
purchases practicable, It may also be imagined that these |
officers could command the services of the skilled oarpanters.
and Joiners at the depot to make suoh furnliure as was not
imported. On one occasion when Douglaa vieslted Port Hisquilly,‘”
for éxample, the post carpenter bullt a "four posted‘bedatead”
for his use.'?? Assistant Surgeon Silaa Holmes of the United
States Navy undoubtedly was accurate when he noted in his B
journal in 1841 that the McLoughlin home was "wall furnished."'BO
In recent years certain writers have advanced the rOmantio
notlen that the oompany's prominent officers lived with all
the grace and refined surroundings of landed English gentry,.
And 1t is true that visitors to Fort Vancouver spoke of the
"alegant queen's ware" and the "glittering glasses and
decanters” in the mess hall and of the "table set with Blue"

in MoLoughlin's personal quarters; but the silver oandalabra,
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the haavy plate, and the pearl-handled knivou and forka .
aasigned by the romantlos 1o the "Big Dootor g" table may npot _i

all heve been owned by him prier te his retiremont.,‘And such

expensive items seem to bear little rélaﬁionahip'to the tin -

coffee pots, forebuck-handled tablespoons, and tin candlestioks

listed in the !ort vancouver pantry inventories, When

walghing the snthusiastic comments of visitors, one must bcar

in mind that even the common "E(arthen]ware" dishes of the
 inventoriss were impressive, bsing Spode or Ooptlan¢~ﬁiooci,

of the types so much treasursd today., One must also remember -

how even a modestly furnished table must have appeared to. |

travelers who had long been far from canada or the Unitod szata:.'

Olesrk George B, Roberts shrewdly commonted upon the tnthuaitaa

with which visitors to Fort Vancouver described the Big_ﬁoqlo

table settings. "The dscanters & fine English glass set off’

the table,” he wrota, "& made it look I suppose superb to ‘those

who had come aocress the country with hardly the commonest

‘neoessariee.“iji

Rogardless of the exact dimensions of the "certaln standard
of 1ife" observed in the manager's rusidence, few traces of |
luxury and elegancs could be found in the homes of the other
reslidents within the oickets, Most of the subordinate orfioers
and oclerks wers housed in the long, seventeen~-room dwelling
known as the Baohelors' Quarters, which was actually a series

of small, one~story cottages Jolned under ons roof. The rooms
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_Wers Spartan‘in their simpliocity, Walls and oeilings wcre-
 1lined with unpainted fir boards; the {loors were merley rough,
| unplaned planks, Faoh "oottago contained a stove, but these
vere removed during the summer, so that 1nd1v1dual cooking wat :
often impossible, | | |
The lower grades of "gentlemen™ had no opportunity to
a&Quiro thelr own furnishings, beyond & few plotures and
artiolos of Indian handioratt. All they could bring with them
when thay arrived or take when they left, regardleas ot the size
of their families, was what could be fitted into “two or three
| cassettes, or small wooden trunks. and a few additional
;bundles of bvedding, olothos, and other comprossible {tens.
rhoy were, thorefore. almost entirely dependent upon the |
| ~,turnish1ngs suppliod by the company, and those were few 1ndeed.
‘ach sleeping room usually contained a small pine table, a
',few stools, benches, or canes or wood-bottomed ohairs; one
or more bunks bullt of boards; and an earthenware Jug‘and
water basin., One visitor desoribed his bed as "infested with
insects." Yet the inhabitants usually adjusted to the

plainness, . and some even considered the querters "exceedingly

comfortable."132

While the unmarried gentlemen found conditions in the
Bachelors' Quarters reasonably toleradble, the families of the

married offloers often experienced real discomfort, The




Reverend Herbert Beaver in 1838 graphioally descrived

~oonditions in one dwelling!

I have mentioned in m{ reports the indeocent
lodging for all olasnses, will here give you an
instance . ., . . Mr, Ross, one of your ¢lerxs, came
in with the Exprese, bringing a woman and four
ohildren, She has sinoe been confined with the
f1fth, and the whole family have, ever since their
arrival, bean dwelling with Mrs, MoKenzies, the

wife of another of your olerks, ;who is at Oahu for
the recovery of his health , .- ,) and her three
ohildren, making eleven persons in the same room,
whioh is undivided and thirty feet by fifteen in-
size and ip which, with the exoeption of the nan,

who takes his meals at the mess, they all eat, sleep,
washiggd dry their clothes, none ever being hung

out, ‘
| The familiee aseigned to othsr dwellings within the
. stockade often fared 1little bdetler than those in Vhe Baohelors'
| Quarters, and sometimes tﬁoy ware worse off, A few of thase
: :isiddnoos, such as the so-called Priests' House, probably had
'plgnod floors, interlior walls and cellings lined with droslo& |
‘boards, and flreplaces; but most undoubtedly were finished in
the same orude manner as ths rooms in the Bachelors' Guarters,
Furnighings certalnly were no better. Mrs, Beaver found the
Indian mats that were occasionally used for floof coverings
"too filthy to step upon, or to be about the house, " !4
One of the greatest annoysnces suffered by the familiaes
1iving in the fort was a lack of privacy, Rerbert Beaver
complained bitterly of the noise and dust caused by workmen

"eontinually " moving the timber being seasoned in the loft




over his quarters, "At mealtimes and when we are in bod.
he wrote, "if they ploase they oan-lnok down upon s, n135
The thin intorior partitionl pornittcd loud disoussions and
the cries of ¢hildren in adjoining rooss of ahared quarters
“to be readily hosrd, so muoh so that even the presencs or a
single officer next door bothered the Boavorl.‘35 Olerks

troquontly had to doudle up or move to other 1odginga to mtko

‘room for visiting officers of higher rank or even ror outnidor.
 whom the chief factor wished to shelter, Suoh 1noonv¢nionool
were nuisance enough for unmarried men, but they often ouu?'d‘
real hardship for the wives and ohildfen of married clerkl.
One mdoneer of 1843 said that when his ptrty reaoched Port
Vcnoouvor the "Indian squav wives were hustled out of seme of
the houses, and they were oloaned up and prepared for the
,[1nmigrant] families, 137

As far as domestic chores were concerned, the ladles of
iha'rort had it muoh easier than those of the village, Preaunaﬁly
speaking of the wives of the officers, with whom she was moro ,
.ramiliar than with those in the villags, Mrs. Whitman wroto:
"Indeed it is not very fashionable for women to do any kind of :
work, espeoially house work, This 1s done by men & servants,"
The male attendants kept the families supplied with Qcod when
it was needed, "walted on" the gentlemen, and avidently did a
certain amount of general oleaning, partloularly in the Big
House.}38 The wives of officers and oclarks also were not
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required to cook, ﬁnd in raot were not Ordinarily'giv0n an
~ opportunity to do so, although most probably a number of them

would have preferred it, |

The company proQided'the:rood tor most of the fort
residents, and the meals were prepared in the kitohen
immediately in the roarkot ﬁho Big Eousd. Aocording to
Eerbert Beaver about fifty people wers fed from this source,
although in times of epidemiocs or when there were missionaries
or other guests in residence the number must have been o
considerably highor."g In 1841 Lieutenant Oharles Wi1kon

ropoftod that these people ate at four tables: one in the

mess hall for the gentlemen; one for the wives; another for

the Protostant;misiionarioe {and later for immigrants'and
E pdtroha‘ot the sale shop sla&]; and another rér the sick and
- thc,oﬁthol;o priostl."ok Even at ths time 1t was made this
foboorvation may not have beaﬁ entirely aocurate, for Wilkes |
may have had little opportunity to see how the familles ate. 
And undoubtedly arrangements, particularly for the wives and
children, varied from time to time,!%! |
vais not clear, for ;nstance, that even the wives and
older children lléing in the Big House dined at the same table
except when thers were female guests to be entertained.142
And there is a sscattering of evidenoe whioch seems to indicate
that the wives of the subordinate offlicers and clerks ate ia

their individual quarters, It has already been seen that




Rerbert Beaver impliod subh was the case in 1838. Corttinly
Mr, and Mrs Bcaver took their maall in their own apartment,
and in 1836 Naroissa Whitman wrote that Mrs, Capendale ate

"by herself in her own room . . . in one of the houses of

the fore,"'3
Thoro'ia smple testlmony as to the abundance, great

varloty,.und-gonéral'exoellanoe of the provisions served at
2ll tables in the Big Hdﬁgo.‘““ And seversl visitors'thil
left accounts of being "well provided with food" or receiving
"an excellent English dinner of roast besf and vdsotables*'in
the‘"strangprs’ roon” in the Bachelors' quarters, 45 But the
faxilies of subordinate officers and clerks often did mot
fare 80 wcll;- Mr, and Mrs, Herhért Baaver during‘the'entire
two years of their stay complained fruquantly and forccfully -
of the poor food sent to them from the mess kitchen. "W
have seldom anything good to eat," the chaplain told ons of
the company's dirsctors in 1838. "and when we have,'it is
geﬁorally so badly cooked, as to be uneatable.” On occasion
they wo:é not served #egatables or fruit when they knew such
things were being enjoyed in the Big House, and food 355
sometinmes raoeivod gwimming in grease, or undercooked, or
overcooked, or fowl were improperly plucked,!46

Since the Beavers were ohronic complalners and since
Dr. MoLoughllin certalnly did not go out of his way to see
that they were comfortable, one might be tempted to conclude

that they exaggerated the situatlon or that thelre was an
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exoeptional oase, But apparently the dependents of other
gentlemen suffered similar treatment, After 0Lerk Tﬁomaa Lowe
married 1h 1849 he griduully vecame dissatisfied with the |
aocial restriotions diotated by company custonm, IOno ﬁhins
“that particularly angered him was having "to mess at publlo
~ tadle myself and see the blackguard 00k and steward ncgloot
and treat the famillies 1in any way they thought propor."‘“7
Such conditions drove Mrs, Beaver to cooking her own meals on
'_ occasion, an aotion she oould take because evidently tharo vas
2 firopluoo in her quartsra.'“é Other wives seem seldom to
‘have had the same opportunity. |
Tho womon who livad in ths fort wers not ottcn under such
oeononlc pressurs that they found it necessary to earn extra
_ -indont by_aawing‘or oiher types of work., Their'doﬁbstio labors
._appeié tb have beeén 1argely3oonr1ned to doing their own | |
lsundry -- although some of the ladles hired village women
or Indisns to do this chore as was the case when Hra. Roberts
:employed Mrs, Logle as nurse and laundress -- and to keeping
their own quarters tidy when_the gervices of servants were
not available to them, , ‘
Like their sisters in the village, the women of the fort
weres skilled seamstresses, Lieutenant Wilkes commented in 1841
upon the "great taste™ displayed in the decoration of the
tobacco pouches made by the officers' wiveé.‘“9 While fort

women raraly sewed for hire, they occasionally came to the




assistance of bachelor olerks and visitors when talloring was
urgently needed, In 1833 Dr. William Fraser Tolzle, a newly
-.arrtvad clerk and surgeon, required a few additional ¢lothes
before starting off ror an assignment on the Northwest: coaut.
. He "looked out oloth for two callico jackets & a tartan voat"
in the sale shop and sent 1t %o MoLoughlin's "roous," sinoe
the chief faotor had "kindly offered to get them made up 51‘
his family,"!30 |

Yery occasionally the wife of a gentleman did ingagcrin
~employment for prdfit. In September, 1844, ngtha Robeftl;
~ the English wife of Olerk Gebrge B, Roberts, underteok to
 oonduot the PFort Vanooufdr school, makiﬁg an annual‘ohargo‘
of B5 per pupil, This project was short-lived if, indeed; it
sver went inté full_operation.‘ Gatheriﬂe Pambrun, widow of
‘Chief Trader Pierre Pambrun, moved to Fort Vanoouver with
her numerous children in 1841 and did "fine needlewoik” to

suppvort and educata her nrood, '

Whether the daughters of the country lived in village or

fqrt, whether they were Indians or mixed breeds, they shared

a number of anxioties, attitudes, and problenms. Probably the
greatest worry, particularly on the part of those whose
marriages were "in the fashion of the country," was the constant
fear that their husbands would dasert them, For years the

wives at Fort Vanmcouver had in *heir midnt constant reminders.
of the fragility of fur-trade unions, even those of mlxed-bloods
with the highest officers of the company. In 1836 three or

four children of Governor George Simpson and Chief Factor John
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George McTavish were sent from Canada %o the Columbia depot

to get them out of the way after their fathers had abandonod‘
their mothers %o marry British women six years oarlier.'se
:lnd in 1838 MoTavigh's cast off wife, Nanoy McKenzie, turned
- up at Port Vancouver, her recond husband and thrde ohildren
having Leen drowned while descending the Columbia, When Janmes
Douglas offersd her transportation back to Red River she
refused, "séying she now had nothing for whioh t§ return,"!53
Nelia Douglas's own father left his mixed-blood family in
1832 to find a more fashionable mate in the daughter of a
‘wealfhy Montreal mercha;t.‘sa‘ |
| Despito the efforts of McLoughlin and Douglas, desertions
 were not ungﬁown in the columbia Depurtment, although there
~ are no statistics to permit even a reasonable esiimate of the
,porcgntagé of broken unions, But mission records listing
ohildren such as Mary Ann Bastien, daughter of a French father
_"li§1hg in Canada, who[m] she has not known" and Louise Shasta,
give some indlcation of a family tragedy which must not have
been too untypical.'ss A more poignant piece of evidencs to
the same effsct s the description by a company employee of
the scéne at Fort Colvile in 1838 as the express boat pulled
away upstream, On toard was a chief trader wﬁo had Joined the
party at that point bound for retirsment in Canada, "On the
beach stood his young half breed wife and babe 1n her arms both
weeping . . . . The brute was as unconcernad at the parting

or abandonment, as if he was only taking a few hours exoursion."‘55
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That news of such inoldents seriously distressed the

women in ths Columbla Depertment is demonetrated by the words
Arohiveld MaoDonald wrote to a friend from Fort Langley in
1831, His wife, he said, had lesrned encugh of the resent
marriages of Governor Simpson and Ohief Pactor McTavish "to
infer f{rom thelr having changed partners that the old cnes
were defiolent in bearing, and that her own osse may be the
eame when tis my time to visit my Scottish oousinp."'57 The
anguish and anxiety of some fur-trade wives was so great that
" they were sometimes driven to infantioide or suioide,
pertioularly while thelr husbands were absent on fﬁrlough.fsa
There afe no records to show the frequency of suoh occurrdnoci
at Fort Vancouver, but they were not unknown, Herbert Beaver
stated that infanticide stood "foremost™ among orimes |
committed by naiivo women, It never ococurred he aﬁid, "when
the Indian is the father, [but] generally in oonéequende ot
the desertion of the white father,"'5?

Another cause of tensicn in the wives was the fear that
their husbande would not want té have children by them. .Ls.
a general rule, the fur traders were well aware of the |
diffioulties in life that awalted their progeny by native or
nixad-blood women at a time when neither Indian soolety nor
Buropean soolety was prapared to welocome them. Therefors,

qhildren ordinarily were not desired by the men, although once
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arrived, they often were desply loved, This attitude 1s well

fillustrated by the words of John Work when he wrote to a friend

in 18291 "My little partner presented me with another daughter

in the winter whioh oan not be considered a fortunate clroumstance
in this part of the world."'§° Apparently former Astorian and
Nor'Wester Ross Cox was refleoting a ﬁidenproad feeling when

he noted that smong the traders a sterile woman was "1nva1uable."'6‘
Some of the wives at Port Vancouver were 8o depressed by this
attituds that, according to Herbert B&avar, one would ocossionally
resort to abortion to relieve her mate of "the expense and

trouble of maintaining his ofrspring."‘sz

For ;'numbcr of years bvefore the establishment of PFort
Vancouver another osuse of infantioide or abortion was the
sultursl clash beﬁwuun Buropean traders and thelr Chinockan
wives ovtf nead flattening, For & Ohinook woman to raise a
round-headed ohild was oconeidersd a disgrace by her family and
friandh, gince in her soolety only slaves did not have thalr
heads preesed during infancy, The white fathers, on the other
hand, refused to let thelr offspring be "disfigured" in this
manner. So deap wers the feslings in this matter that, as
George Simpson remarked in 1824, a nother somatimes preferred
to "sacrifice her ohild to having it ranked as a Slave," ‘Tho
governor went on to say, however, that ths custom -« presunably
of infantiolds ~- was to abhorrent to the Europeans that no

instance of 1t had bheen known for some time.163 But head




flattening still flourished unavalted among the Ohinocok
tribesmen as late as 1846, and preaumably the ocultural confliet
aust have continued in the village,'®® There seems to be no
record that any ohild of a mixed marriage at Fort Vanoouver

vas subjected to head pressing, and it is posaible that some

of the infant murdera mentioned by Hervert Beaver were in

aotuality due to the interdiction of this ingrained native
‘ 165 |

praotice. o ,
Purther evidence of long-lasting oultural confliot is

geen in the clothing worn by the women of the depot,

Witnesses are in gensral sgreement that the wives of officers -
and clerks dressed "after the English fashion," zlthough
Lieutenaht Hiikqs was unkind enough to remark that the styles
were outmoded,'®® But even thess highly placed ladies could

not altogethér give up the costume of their native rorhears.
‘John Dunn, who sarved as a poatmﬁster at Fort Vancouver for
about a year, sald that the women rotained "one pecullarity «-

tha leggin or galter, whioh is made (now that the tanned
~ deer-skin has been superseded) of the fineat, and =zost

gaudy-coloured oloth, beautifully ornamented with beads.“‘67
Wilkes confirmed this observation, describing the legzins as
"pade of rad and blue c¢loth, richly ornamented."‘68 Although
natther Dunn nor Wilkes so states, the lezgins ware displayed

‘with partioular prominence during horseback rides, when the
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ladies universally and invariably sat astride in the native
tashion, !9 Dunn appears to indicate that the gentlemen's
wives wore a "low-quartersd" Furopean-style shos, whereas

Wilkes seams to indioate that "worked moocasines™ were the

universal feminine rootgoar{17°

 Aocording to Dunn, the wives of the company's ao?vants in
the village imitated the dross of the officers’ wives as nuéh
as they could, "but from their neoccsitioa of position, whioh |
exposes them more to wet and drudgefy, they retain the
mooassin," This type of shoe, he continued, was made or'drcayed

deerskin, was‘"perfectly waterproof,” and was so flexible thet

1t oould be drawn on like a stooking. It served the purpose
of high shoe and stooking togethor; It was "open partly in

" front; one side lapping over the other; and fastened with a
long strip of the same leather ~- drawn upwards -- passing two

or three times round ths leg."w1

Sinoe a few of the village women undoubtedly were from
Red River, the style of dress customary among ths wives and
daughters of the pet{s of that region may also have been
reprasented at Port Vanoouver. An observer in 1859 desoribed -
the women with a party of buffalo hunters west of Fort Garry
as follows: "Tall and angular, long massés of straight black
halr fell over their backs; bdlue and white cotton gowns,

‘ shapelzss, stayless, uncrinolined, displayed the flatness of




of their unprojscting figures. Soms Wore 3 gaudy handkdrbhii!f |

on the head, the married bound one also aoross the bosou."'72:

'ro complete the pioture. {1t might be desirable %o give
some idea of the costume of the Indian women from neardy
aative ocamps who were hired to work on the farm, ¢lesn salumon,
and perform other ochorss connected with the depot. xo§t'or
 them were from the Ohlnookan-spesking peoples of the lower
Columbia River region, Prom the time of Lewis and Olark tho;-'
scant clothing of the females of these groubl was the sﬁﬁjcct
of oolorful desoriptions by explorers and treders.  1¢¢’£011ow1ng :
~socount ﬁy Paul Kaﬁg reveals that by 1846 the aitﬁgflcn hnd_"

not chenged muoh, at least in vilLasos not in olo;a préxiuity- '

to the fort: . .

: ~Ths female dress ooneisti of & girdla of cedar~berk
‘round the waiet, with a dense mass of strings of the
‘same material hanging from it all round, and reaching
almost to the knees, This is thelir scle summer .
habilimsnt, They, howaver, in very sévere weather,
add the musk-rat blanket, They also make an$thar'36rt
of blanket from the skin of the wild goosa,!73 o
According to John Duhn. eontaot with white traders Nsoon

‘effected a change in the tollets of both saxes," and by the

18408 they arrayed themselves "in any artiole of dresas, aﬁd

use any ornament they can proaura."'74 But the move toward

modesty, if that is what Dunn intended to imply, does not seom

to have advanced very far by 1833 if the scene observed by

Dr. William Fraser Tolmie at a native encompment on the bluff




behind Fort Vamoouver was typical, "The women," he said,"were

all in a state of nudity oxboptkhuvlns the ocorner of » blankot»k

round 1oina.”'75 Olerk George B, Roberts sald that during
the early 1830s the native women wore & cedar petticoat, "either
twisted into cords or frayed from the walst to the knees, this

with a plece of green or socarlet Balze over the ohouldorn

constituted their dress, n176

‘But by 1838 the native women who had any oloso assoolation
with the fort appear to have been brought morse into oonfornity_
with Buropesn standards.of propriety, "The common dreln;or
the Ohinooks, both male and fomalo,” wrote Herbert Beaver, "is

& blanket, to which the female add s kilt or short pettioost ' e

‘e Tho Ohinook women wear nothing on their headl."'77

Another group of natives whioh trequented the Port Vanoouvor
vieinity was the Klickitats, an up=-river 'tribo” with different
oulpu:al asaooiationa. The Reverend Mr, Boavor found these
people ﬁoro to his liking, Their women, he said, were "not
unrroquently clothed in ocoarse ocloth gowns , ., . , the female
Kliokataok has always a cap of plaited'grass.“’78 ;

This trend toward more ample covering appears to de
confirmed by the observations of a visitor during 1819,
Evidently desoribing the Chinooks, he said that the Indiane
about Port Vancouver wore blankets held together by a pin,
The women worse the "pettiocoat" made of bark or other fiber

and a shirt, 7The only native woman, other than the wives of




company employees, he observed in Huropean dreas was thc lécll

proourols.'79
Other evidences of their natlive heritage long uurVLVOd

among the oonsorts of company employees both of high and low
degree, although the existing records reveal very little
concerning this sudbjeot, Only rarely does a oasual remark in
a letter or Journal reveal the difficulty the women had in
completely adapting to European ways. In 1836 Narolssa |
~Hh1tman observed that there were ssveral feather beds at Port
Vanoouver but that the "Indian Ladies" -- & term she aomutimon
used to 1noludo both native and mixed-blood women == made
' tho1ra of decrtkin althaugh there wal brown linen lhooting -
~ admittedly not really sultable for tioking .- availablo.'ao
Relations among the woumen at rur-trading posts vare not
always harmonious, The Fort Langley journal for 1828 reoordl
an inoident which cannot have been too unusuali "“As late as
10 o'clook last night our eleven women in the Fort oreated a8
most unconscionabls noise, and 2 couples proceeded to aotugl |
blows . . . . the heroines, on this ocoasion, are the |
enlightenod ones imvorted from the Columbia -~ 'tis impossible
to learn the precise cause of their quarrels.”'8! But despite
suoh occasional differences there seems to be no svidence of
raoial disharmony, racial prejudice, or of distinotion based

golely on race, among the wives until the arrival of European
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women in the Oolumbia Department in 1836, Froa that moment

the earlier fears aroused by the marriages of such personsges

as Qovernor Simpson and Onhlef Faotor MoTaviah to Britishers

seen to have intensifisd, and the fur-trade wives had %o oome
face to faoe with the fact that there were pecple in the world
who oconsidered then to'bi inferior simply because thoy.worl
not.nll white, And slthough proof is lacking and although 1?

ke did have ﬁuoh & polloy he was not slways consistent in 
applyihg'it,_it nppeirt'that Ohlef ?totor‘MoLoughlin tf%omptod_-z
to shield his own family and the other rort‘womoﬁ from thii."

trauza as long as he dared.
Wien first faced with the prospect of English women doming

to Port Vancouver, Moloughlin seems to have favored thé idea,

At a date ;sfyqt unknown, but probabdbly abcut‘1832_or i833;
Peter Corney, an officer ia the company's maritime icr#ioe.énd'
‘a”vetofan Egoirio voyager, requasted parmissidn from the |
‘go#arnor and_dommittee {n London to bring his wife to the
Columbia Department, The directors told him to ask the chief
factor in charge, and during November, 1834, the lonesome |
sailorlboardqd the formidable "Big Dootor."™ The result surely
pleased him, for MecLoughlin wrote to the directors two days

after the interview:

for my part, I see no injury to the mservice from the
naval officers who will be kapt in the employ having
Buropean wives here providad they are decent respectable
women, but rather the reverse as men will have women




and 12 they have not Zuropean wives they will have
Indian ones, But Lf anﬂ Bring their wives thog ought
to be obliged to feed them thamselvos, which they ocan
do by purohasing provisions fggm the Willametts
fresnen or tron the Oompauy.

In oonsequence of this recommendation, quuliried though
1t wae, the committee aoquiesced, On July 22, 1835, Corney

was appointed chief mate of the ocompany's new barque Jolumbis
and given leave to take his wife and four ohildren "out ia

the vesmel to remain in the Oguntrr.“ The family was to be

"no expencs to'thc‘cqnpany for thelr maintenance in the
Country, it being understood that the Chief Faotor in charge

- oAy engago ¥Mrs. Corney in any oapncity, for the education or
the Natives or any other that she may be qualified for,"183
But Port Vanoouver wag never to see the well-educatad
Prandes Corney. She, her husband, and their intoresting
brood boarded the C olumbia a few weeks after the committee's
pernisslon was obtained and galled from Gravesend bound rirst
for the Hawaiian Islands and them Oregoa, In company was the
famous Egggg;, making her maiden voyage under gall. While
the vessels were stlll running down the Snglish Channel, |
Peter Cornmey died om August 31, 1833, FRe was burled at gea
the next day, GEvidently 1t waa not considered axpedient to
return his‘family to England, and the widow and children were
carried to Honmolulu and landed thers, They found refuge in
the houss of a Hawallan ohief and his wife, presumably until

one of tha daughters, "at the tendsr age of 15 years and 9
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monthe,” married the French consul less than a year 1@5.?;‘34-
In the same dispatch that informed Moloughlin of Corney's

:ppéintmont the ocommittes dealt the "Big Dootor" a sovofi blow,

The directors were dissatisfied with the results of farming

at Port Venoouver, partioularly, in this lnstanoce, with the

faot that Moloughlinm could not guaraatee to provislon the

company's vessels with pork. "Ia order to give the farming

\ osttblilhmant‘a falr trial,?\thoy wrote, "we have engaged a

vell informed praotical sgrioulturalist, Willlam Capendal and
his Wife; the one as Baillff, the‘othor to manags the Dalry
Department, fhoy bear most oioellent ¢haraoters, and have boiﬁ"
strongly recommended 1o us as thoro'ly understanding the .

braeding‘and management of cattle of every desoription, and

turning the produce to the best advantage, they are supplied

with various articles for their respective departments . . . ,

and we hope under their management this branoh of the Jongera

will prospar."185

These words must have besn taken by MclLoughlin as a

direct slap in the face, He was proud of the amanner in which |

he had developed ths Fort Vancouver farm from alnost nothing”

to 4 flourishing institution., Thus he almost certainly did
not walcoma the prospsct of having a farm manager at his elboﬁ
telling him how to handle the stook, It ls even possible that
he did not pay too much attention to the further words of the

committae telling him that Mrs. Capendale, as the name




apparently was oorreotly npullid, was also "competent to
‘superintend an infant eohool," and was "very willing to make
herself useful in any way her services may be required," The
Capendales together were to receive 50 a year, and Moloughlin was
enjoined to "take oare that they are provided with houio and
suitable acoomodation,”!86
| in any case, Moloughlin certainly acted as if he had
padd iittit heed to the comaittee's instruotions, Whea the
Oapondalos turnod up at Port Vancouver on one of the vesatln
which arrived during March, 1836, they were not placed in a
‘house of their own but in “an apartment fellow to oze" ia whioh

two officers and their families had spent a winter., Herbert | .

Bqaver described ﬁhasa accommodations as "only one alserable

"~ room, and ne servant.“'aT Mcloughlin told the committee on -
Rovember 15, 1836, that he could not bulld a dieliing for the
Gaptndalea without neglsoting other important work but promised
to do 80 for Mr. Capendale as soon as possible, Mrs, Capendale
by that time having deolided to return home.188 ds for Mrs,
Gapendale conducting an "“infant school™ or otherwise making
nerself useful, no sffort to smploy her mervices seems to have
been made. Nalther William Capsndale nor his wife was allowed
to assume fully the responsible positions for whioch thdy had
been engaged, In fact, one historian who examined the materials

in the Hudson's Bay Company Archives ralating to the Capandales .
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ooncluded that MdLoughlin "oould find no use for them,"
Olerk George B, Roberts, who was at Fort Vancouver during

189

the atay of "péor old Mr. & Mrs., Capendale,” deso#ibcd them as
"s very respsotable oouple" who oame from the estate of 3ir
‘John Reary Pelly, Governor of the Hudson's Bay Oompany. 190
Perhaps one of the reasons for Mrs, capendalofa diffioculties
was that she may have bsen too rekpeotable.- Nothing saemi to
' be knovﬁ of her relatlonz with the ladies of the fort prior to
the srrival of the Herbert Beavers on September 6, 1836, and of
the Hhitnan-Spalding party six days later, but perhnpc,uémithlng‘
oan be inferred from the fact that Narcissa Whitman wrote %o
a friend on October 25 that Mrs, Capendale ate by herself in her
- reom in the tort, 191
Ond thing is certain, however: After she was joined by
Mrs. Beaver, the two English ladies formed a fast friendship,
based at least partly on the premise that they wers superior
to all other women in the establishment, legally married or not.
Mr. and Mrs, Capendale, wrote Herbert Beaver on November 15,
1836, "are . . . the only parsons, with whom we can assoclale,
or have anything in commen, #1921y yould seem, thea, that
Mrs. Capendale and her ally, ¥rs. Beaver, had set out 10 mako
plain that the irregular country unions of most officers,
clarks, and seivants were not condoned., In the words of
Hubert Howe Bancroft, Mrs, Capendale, like Mrs., Beaver, "had

a way with her, racognized in all Christian comaunities, of




oalling suoh manner of living vile."'9% 1t méy be imagined
that Dr, MoLoughlin might make life as unoomrorﬁablt as he
dared for_a person who threatened the happinoss_dr his
bclovod‘Marguerita. |

Bven though her stay at Fort Vinoouv.f was short, Hra.A
| Oapendale did not fail to exert a positive influence on at
lsast two lives, She undertcok the ocare of a young mixed- blood
girl whose Umpqua mother was dead and whose father, Michel
Lafrazbolise, was avay with a trapping brigade, She also made
a prot‘s‘ of James Logle, a laborer who, berhaps duo to hcr
| training, later sarved as a dairym:n.'94 It may also havo

been becauss of her advice that he returned to hia nativo

Orkney Islands about threé years later to marry a laus from
that rugged land instead of a daughter of the Columbia Depqrtmo;t..

By the first of November, 1836, the Beavers hod become 80 .
discouraged with thair situation at Fort Vanocouver that they
decided to return to England on the Colupbla wheﬁ'sha salled
toward the end of that month, Mrs. Capendale, also unable to
recbnoile nerself to life at the depot, was determined to
accozpany them, Dr. MoLoughlin gave her permission to leave
srovided her husband was willing, But then, at almost the
last minute, the Beavers changed their minde., A petition from
a aunber of thelr parishioners urged the oouple to remaln,
convinoing them that they could not leave those "poor souls
to perish for a lack of that knowledge, which they expeof 1o
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receive from the Winteter."'9 Evidently not wanting his wite
to make thb_long voyage alone, William Oapendale then fequo-tq¢_
and wes grented leave to dapart.‘gs The paif'plaoe& their
halr-Umpﬁu; ward in the hands of the Beavers and ssald rargi011'
to Fort Vancouver forever, The unhappy eight~month residenoce
of £ho first Buropean woman known to have lived at the dolumbiu
‘depot was ended.'97 | A

| John HcLoushlin viewed the daparturo of Governor Pelly [}
protégés with & remark;ble outward complacenoy. "I dare
say you will be surprised at sesing Mr. Capendal back in.
Engiand;" he wrote with all show of innocence to the oompany's'
 seoretary on Novembaf 18; "ha is an axoeliant good mauf'an&:-
I am oortain would have founrd himeelf very oomfortablc and

‘happy, but his wife finds things she says, different to whtt

. ahe expscted. n198

The exact reasons for MolLoughlin's failure to permit ,
the Oapendales 1o assume the positions intanded for them
probaﬁij never will bs known with certainty. The "Big
Doctor" himeelf sald he did not put William Capendale in
oharge of the farm at once because he wanted him tirst to
learn the language of the people ha would be supervising and
to gain a broad knowledge of sll aspeots of his dutles. |
George B, Roberts, on the other hand, stated that the Caoendalea

. Mnad been acoustomed to high farming & were quite out of their




element in & new oeuntry & . ., . oouldn't get into our ways
nor we into theirs." But perhaps significently Roberts :
sdded: "The change was too great & he [Oependele] ween'f
eltoseﬁher to blame."'99 It would almost appear that ROberﬁe
| was in agresement with the Reverend Mr, Beaver, who told a
zenbsr of the London comnittee that Mre, Capendale was ”driven~
evay” rrom Fort Vancouver,290 Under the oiroumetanoee, it is

not unreaeonable to suspeot that the ohief factor did not

- emoourage the oontinued presence of one Who vas an upsetting

element in the traditional fur-trade soolety of the depot,

| ‘The treatment aocordedy;ege §ea1egL,§ge%egggngggyggegg
wonan to live at Port Vanoouves, ¥es very similar to that
giveh Mrs. Oapendale, though it may have stemmed in part from °
| ditferent'oeuees. Dr. MoLoughlin deeply resented the fact
that the London direotors had ohosen to send ax lnglioen
chaplain and his wife to the Columbia instead of the Oatholio
priest he desired. He displayed this feeling from the very
start by his fallure to provide a church, proper housing, and
decent turniture for the Beavers upon their arrival on |

September 6, 1836, although there had been ample previoue

notice of their appointment.eo1

Thus it is doubtful {f Mrs. Beaver ocould have won the
friendship and complete cooperation of the manager even 1f
she had been charming, tolerant, demooratioc, and adaptable -=

all of whioh she decidedly was not., Little is known of the




background of Jane Biavor befors she reached Fort Vasnoouver,
“One Knowlgdgeablp student has surmised that she perhaps was
or‘hmmblc origin bhoauii Herbert Boavef onvce mentioned himself
a8 a man who had "raised his partner by marriage to his own
level,"<72 B¢ this as 1t may, she insisted om recognition of .
her existing sbaial position ‘and on th& perquisites ihc bslieved
due an Anglioan clergynan’s wife, As has already been nads
'cloar; HoLoughlin paid 1little attention to such demands,
Dr, William C, MoKay, who wﬁs a fourteen~year=old pﬁpii‘
at the Port Vancouver school im 1838 and who seems to have.
 been a_partioular favorite of the ochaplain, many years later
-remembered Mra. Beaver as "a lady of fine attainments and
- ‘education, high minded and very 'dressy' for this oountry at
the time.” He receslled that she was fond or‘wine_énd that
she "did not come here to soll her fingers on the dirty Srutos,
88 she called the Indians.” According £o Moiay. Jane Beaver
 41d not "assimilate” with the families of the fort gentlomen
but rather "kept aloof from them.” This attitude, he said,
"was damaging to the little society of the Hudson Bay Company.?2°3'
 Wnile it 1s diffioult to tell how much of this charsoter
sketoh was drawn from McKay's own observation and how muoch
from family gossip -- he was Mrs, Mcloughlin's grandson -~ his

ploture apparently was reasonably accurate, Gedrga T. Allan,

. who was & clerk at Port Vannouver during the entire residence




of the Beavers, added another dimension to the portrait,
Jane Beaver, he said, was "no less memorable” ‘than her
tntransigent huubnnd being "rather fierce” and maaaulin; to
such an extent as to be accused of wearing the breeches, "204

~ Willian H, Gray, whose soquaintance with her was flootins.
desoribed her as haughty and condescending, She "haeld herself
‘soornfully aloof," recorded Clerk George B. Robertu.2°5 Froo
such t@atimony, togather with what ocan be garnered from her
own writings and those of her husband, ﬁh.r. emerges the impression

of & forcetul, demanding, self-ocentered, unbending, and saochbish

wontn. o _
~Such a portralt s antirely too nimpliatio. As has boen .

rocountod, Jane Beaver suffered more discomfeorts and inoonvenioncot
than Were necessary in view of depot facllities and resourusa.
MoLoughlin perhaps could have done 1ittle about some of the
'  donditions that bothsred the Deavars ~-- the winter ﬁud, churﬁed

up by pigs and carts, that surrounded thelr quarters; the
feeling of being "buried” vehind the warehouses and paiiaada;
the more ‘than a dozen privies near their windows; and the nolsy

| ohopping of firewood in the fort oourtyard,-- tut he oould

__euuily have providad better housing, more wholesome and
appatizing meals, a more liberal allowenoce of wine and spirits,
and more adequate attendance by ssrvants as was demanstratad

after his departure on furlough during March, 1838, James




Douglau, who served as manager of the depot 1n h1s‘ablon6o; |

suooeeded without evidont strain in ameliorating several or :
the conditions which most distressed the Beavers,200 It
would appear, then, that Mrs., Beaver had cause to feel abused,
And she may have been less sloof than ordimarily painted,
Apparently she and her husband remained on good terms with &
few of the fort gentlemen, Dunoan Pinlayson and Archibald
MoDonald among then.2°7 Even Georée B, aobirts admitted that
both the Besvers were "very kind" to hin, and he seens to havoj
enjoyed dining oocasionally at thelr "good table,"208 whon
John MoLoughlin s youngest daughter, Maria Bloise -- usually
k'called Eloisa --,was married to w1111am Glen Rae by the
| Roverend Mr., Beaver on rebruary 20 1838 it was xrs. Beav.r
who cams forward to make certain that the affalr was a propcr
‘wedding ceremony." The flower girls, 1t has been said, all
wore white dresses made by Jane's own hands, "209 Aooording
to Willlam McKay the Beavers oocasionally unbent enough to
invite into thelr quarters ordinary seamen of good character

and religioua feeling from the company s ships, a deoided

~ breach of regulations and ouaton.21°

But there was at least one matter dn which Mrs. Beaver
refused to make any concession whatever. She joined her
'husband in considering all women married "in the fashion of
the country" to be "living in a state of concubinage,” It

atea at her soul to see Mrs, MoLoughlin, whom her husband very
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injudiciously and wrongly desoribed to the London direotors
as "the kept mistress of the highest personage in your servios
et this station,” entertaining and associating with the |
zissionary women, "respectable married and unmarried females
‘froi the United States of America, to the socandal of rpiision. .
%o the retarding of morality, and to the indelidle disgrace of
all concerned in the transaction, except the 1gnorant ind
innocent sharers of 1t, who were, in a manner, compslled, by
the exigency of their situation and the fallure of othcr |
Tesources, to submit to the degredation,"?!!
~ In Judging Mrs, Beaver for her stand regarding fur-trsdt '
zarriages and, in fact, toward the "women of the country- in
general, 1t should be remeabered that she was refleoting the
ingrained social patterns and prejudices of her olass, her
times, and her country. She would indeed have been an exceptional
English lady if she had freely and whole-heartedly mingled on
teras of aqu#lity with the native and mixed~blood women of
what was esgéntially a colonial society and if she had not .
‘agrgéd *1th her hﬁsband when he declared that every coupls at
Fort Vancouver "should be immediately married, or be r§ggrded
in the same light, as they would be in other countries,"212
And she would have bqén atill more remarkable had'che"_
not sharéd the Reverend Mr, Beaver's -eaction when tﬁe London
directors suggested that he might sttempt to adjust a bit to
the mores of fur-trade society, "Nor have I," he replied,
"bean able to discover anything so lnviting or correct in the
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oustoms of the oountry, ss to reoommend a& betier acquaintance

or a greater oonrormity'with them, than may be unro:tunatoly-
conpﬁlaory-on the part of those who visit 1t,%2!D
The Beavera managed to stiok it out at the Oolumbias depot
for about tventy-seven months, but they finally left on the‘
gggggglg_early in Hoveﬁbér, 1838, "for the purpose of seeking
redre;i tor an 1njury.""11tar.thb daparture of the capondglis,:
Jane Beaver was for about & year and a half the only European
woman regularly in residinoo at the post, ‘Her longer sojéurn
- and her équally unrqlanting stand on the morals queatioﬁ‘ﬁado'
,Eeé_evon more of & disquieting influence on the community
than'uré.'Oapgndale had been, Thus it was b& her, largely,
that "the lever'ﬂda'appliad to the foundations of the old
soclety that was destined to overturn 1t "2!4
_ Narolesa H%itman'and Eliza Spalding remained at Port
" Yancouver as guests of Chief Factor Moloughlin from September 12
to November 3, 1836, and as has bdesn seen, thelr vislt also
had its impaot on soclety at Port Vancouver, From that time
until 18&9 and bayodd. white women were occasional guecis at
the depot, and their stays were sometimes falrly extensive,
At first these women wers largely connsoted with the Methodist
missions or with those of other denomiations, but during the
18408 the familles of American immigrants slso figured
prominently among thcaé who wers sheltered by the Company's

officers, Since these women cannot be considered residents in




the same sanse as were the wives and daughters of employeoi."

'thoy are nottroatad individuslly in this essay,

Whilo these Ameriocan women were not all free of predudioo
vy any means, they were, on the wvhole, less inclined to be
oon-orioun and aloof than the English wives, There was

~ porhaps a slight feeling of ouporiority revealed in the wordl
of Miss Anna Maria Pitiman, a member of the Methodist misslon,
who reached PFort Vancouver by ship 1n4Hay, 1837, Oh«being,
introduced to McLoughlin's wife and daughter, she noted that

, !arguerité was "hal® while,” but Eloisa, she wrote,‘"ie as
white as I am, a lovely girl."2'5 For the most part, the
‘Amerioanu, and the missionary womeén in partioular.‘squ to
have accepted social oonditions as they found them. Many of
them came mentally prepared to live and work among the Indians,
gnd for them the ladles of Fort Vancouver were a pleasant
surprise. The Methodists, especially, were egalitarian in
theory due to their fundamental religlous dootrines, although
the harsh realities of the Oregon frontier caused changes in
their thinking, at least as far as the immediate ipplication
of their beliéfs to sooial squality with the Indians was
conoarned.2’6 And, as Henry Beaver noted, by placing themselves
under obligation 'to the company, the visltors were not in a
position to oritlolize the oustoms of thelr hosts,

In general, the woris Willlam H, Gray used to desoribe

tha conduot of Narcissa Whitman and Eliza Spalding at .Fort




" Vancouver are applicable to most of the missionary women,

They came among the fur traders, wrote Gray, "expecting
nothing but rough treatment; any little migtakes were
overlooked or treated as & jest. They knew no distimotion
in olagses; they were polite to the servant and the master;
thelr soclety was agreeable and refining.”217 The American
miasionary women, recalled William McKay, "agsooiated and
assimilated with every one that was worthy,"2'8 Ag has veen
'disqusaed, the influence of the Americans ﬁaa largely in the
direction of breaking down the 1solation in which Fort
- Vancouver's women nad lived, Mcloughlin mist have been pleasod"'
“with this result, becsuse he and his successors nevar ceased
to welcome these sociable visitors.

When the "Big Dootor" reached London on a working ruflough _
late in 1838, he was soon faced by & proposal of the governof' -
and committee for sending several British laborers and their
wives to the Columbia Department, Little is known concerning
the origins of this idea, but the seed may have been planted
by Herbart Beaver., The chaplain had been anxious to train
the older boys in the fort school by apprentioing them to
depot tradesmen, but he reported to one of the direotors that
most of the artisans were "leadlag such livaa ae render thenm
unfit to have apprentices in their charge," meaning, evidently,
that they were living with native or mixed-blood women "after

the fashion of the country." For that reason he suggested that
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“a‘tcw reapadtable Bnglish ramiliia of the labouring class“ be
ahlpped out to 1mprovo the moral tone of the plaoe.e‘9

How far this plea influenced the committes 1= not yot
appareat, but when Moloughlin arrived baok at Fort Vancouver
in Qetoder, 1839, after an overland trip with the fall express,
he had with him four "Europsan Servants" and their wives, 2?0
The ohief factor distributed the families to four of the
department's largest agricultural establishménts, one each to
Port Vanoouver, Cowlitz Parm, Port Nisqually, and Fort Langley.
He assigned them to farm labor, but he intended that dy the
next summer each should ve in charge of & dairy.ee1

The sexperiment was not a suocess, On Maroh 20, 1840,
MoLoughlin told Governor Simpson that all four laborers had
given notice of their intention to rvetire at the expiration
of their contraots in the spring of 1841, The "Big Dootor"
added that 1£ would be impossible to send men with wives and
children across the mountains at that season, but the trip
could be made in the fall of that year. He meferred, however,
to send them home by ship or to encourage them to settle in
the country if the men would not change their minds and
resngage., Meanwhile, he added, "I hope you will send no
Buropean family till you hear from me." Since admittedly
there had hesn no complaints concerning the work of the men,

it may be presumed that McLoughlin's objections were based




- upon the presance of the ramiliea.aez quhiph @qmq of the
wives had demonatrated, as had Mrs, Capendale and Mrs, Btthr; "V
an 1nability to adapt to frontier oconditions, Certainir.' .
they limited the company's oﬁtions in tranaferring and
transporting its employees: At any rate, HoLcughlin‘a
attitude toward Europsan wives had undergone a ochange sinoe

he had given Peter Corney permission to bring out nie nate

in 1834,
The worker whom McLoughlin retained at Port Vancouver in

1839 may have been John Johnstone, called “Johns#cne(t)"'bqoauaq'
there was another John Johnston or Johnstons on the depot rolls
at that time, But 1f so, he had left Fart Vancouver by the
next yoaé. Nothing about his wife has yet been found. inoth§f='
"farm servant™ in the same group wae William Baldabo;- McLoughiin
appears to indioate that he at first sent Baldero to Cowlitz
Farm, but 1f 8o the new hand was soon back at Fort Vanceuver,
where he seems to have worked aé a dairyman until he retirad
and settled at Nisqually on December 1, 1841,223 Evidently
nis wifs did not make enough of an impression at the depot to
be recalled in later yaars by those who were her naighbors,
Regafdless of how McLoughlin felt about European wives,
he wasg soon to ba facad by mora of them, On Dacember 5, 1839,
the London directors semployed Joseph Carless as an enginear for

1ts shipping in the Columbla Dapartment, He was a "rough




| ditnond” who had boen employed by the rlrm whioh madc tho |
sngines for the ntaamer Baaver. ] oonditian of his oontraot o
~ provided that his wife could acoompany him and that his ramlly
was 10 be red and houacd, ashore if doaired, without ¢harge on
the same basis as those of officers and . clorks. The
new enginesr and his English wife, Maria, sailed from London
in January, 1840, on the chartered ship Porager and arrived
at Port Vancouver on October 8 of the same yoear, MoLoughlin
assured the committes that he ;ould make the Carloasesvas
comfortable as possible, dbut he was not put to the test for -
1§ng, at the depot at least, since the coupie left in the '

Cowlitz on Ootober 14 for Nisqually, where they took up = .
residence on'the Beaver. They never returned to Fort ?ancouvcr;22§

Undoubtedly Fort Vancouver scolaty was the poorar fbr not

E?Ihaving Mariga Carless as a long-term regidént, ?roh_all avaiigblo 2

_:; svidence she was a woman of oonsidgrable charm and spunk,

. She sailed the dangerous and forbidding Northwest Coast with
ner husband until 1846, and duriang those years she gave birth

to two children., Almost certainly she was the English_womanIOn”
board the gggzg: in late 1841 who was ardently but unsuéoeasrull;
w00 ed by an'amorous native ochlef, muoh to the amusemant_of an -
eminent witness, Governcr Gaorge Simpaon.225 The Carlesses

returned to London in 1847,
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The dats'of Isabella Logie's arrival at Fort Vndoouvof‘ .

has not yet been searched out of the company's rooords.

George 3. Roberta agserted, many yeara later, that aho rsaohcd
the Oolumbia about 1839 or 1840, but her husband, Jamea Logio.,
wag not listed on the depot rollas for those years; and 1n

fact his second term of service there does not seem to have
begun until Outfit 1842 (the business year beginning June 1, -
,1842). There the matter must rest for the present, 226

James Logie wag born about 1814 at Hestray in the Orkney
Islands, He entered the ocompany'’ s employ as a young man and |
served for a number of years as a "middleman" or laborer and,
bogiﬁning 1boﬁt 1837, as a dalryman at fort\Vancouver. There
he was befriended by Mrs. Capendalo in 1836, During fhia
first engasomont he gained a certain. notorioty -« and muoh

- sympathy from Mr, and Mrs. Beaver ~- due to a beating he -
rooeived from Willlam Glen Rae for not taking milk to the
lattqr 8 ¢at, For this reason or some other he left the servioo
.about 1839 and raturned to his native islands, T“eres he
aarried an Orkney woman, Isabella, whose naiden surname still .
eludes searchers, and the couple eventually returned to Fort
Vancouver, where James once more worked as a laborer,

Olerk George B, Roberts was in charge of "outdoor
operations" at the depot from about the date of MeLoughlin's
departurs on furlough in March, 1828, until about November,
1842, Ta later stated that at some time during that peried
he put the Logies in ohafge‘of one of the company's dairies




" on Sauvie Island, whioh was bounded by the cdiumbia Ri#or‘und"
the ‘two mouths of the Willamotto. And thore, ovidently. tho -
Orkney couple remained for about ‘seven yeors, As has beon
- seen, when Roborts returnod from England in 1844 with a Briti!h ‘;
vite of his own, Mrs, Logie helped them as nurse and laundress, |
Otherwise Isabella Logle seems to have participated little in
the life at the post,

Affairs seem to have gone on quietly with the Logles
until James, like so many of his fellow emplcyoel.»felt the
call of the gold fields and left the company on March 1, 1849,
‘Nothing is known of his adventures in california, but presumably.
he made at least a modest pile, for Robbrts said that after |
"the glut of money in 49 & 50" Mrs, Logi§ returned to the

Orkneys. But the "poor" woman found qverythihg 86 changed that

"she was very glad to hasten back" to her James and Sauvie
Island. Her husband died on March 24, 1854, and lsabella

kubsequently married Jonathan Hoar.227

" If the memory of George Robderts is to be trusted,'anothef
British bride may have reached Port Vancouver at about the |
"aaﬁéltime'as Mrs. Logie., William Burris was a native Londoner
who evidently served on the Baaver and perhaps othér cdmpan}
vessels on the Northwest Coest before he appeared on the Fort
Yancouver rolls as cook for Outfit 1839, Thelnext,year he

was listed as a steward, but he went home to England on the

company's barque Vancouver during the fall of 1840, He




returned in the sane vessel, ovidently during the sprins or . v
1842, and took up his former position as ltowtrd although hin |

wages of B30 a ycar did not begin until Novomber 1 of that
year. 228 ‘ :
Aocording to Roberts, Burris was "allowed" to bring his
wife with him from England, While the clerk did not say
specifically that Mrs. Burris was Britiah; he seems to have’
implisd that such was the case by.hentioning her in a discussion
~of several wives who definitely were white. 1In #ny cane '
Burris, and presumably his bride, aettled down at the depot
3 . probably. living in the kitchen behind the manager's rasidonct.
On December 4, 1544, Burris 16t the company's service and N

retired to a olaim he had purchased on the Tualatin Plains 1n

 the Willamette Valloy.229

_ Roborta saild that poor“ Burria. once he was no longer
"guided by the "familiar disoipline" of company routine, "soon
ran riot" and lost control of himself, Other evidence wqgld
'appear to indicate that, at time# at leasgt, he was a roligiouﬁ;
civio-ninded oitizen,270 4t any raté, during 1857 ths\dorangéd
férmar steward murdered his wife and children bébauaq, Y ha‘.
said, he wanted them to die "while they wers still 3ood,-§o'

they would ba sure to go to heavan.”23' He "ended hls days

. a manliac in Portland prison.."232




ThoroyiaVOortaih e?idendo iondiné tofuhow'thaf'the_wifi‘-'
- Burris killed was an Indian,2?? If,additionalirosqaroh Shauld*’:':\
; contirm this view, the question arises: Did Burria's Eng11sh"' |
wife dle befors 1857, or did he have aan Indlan wife whom he :
tobk to’England with him in 18407 Undoubtedly there is.a
 solution to this problem in the oompany's archives and in
census records, and diligent search may yet produce a more
complete ploture of the uafortunate Mrs, Burria, Oae thing -
appears oertain, however: she made iittle impression upon 

the sooial 1life of Fort Vanéouver,
It is possible that another white bride reached tho dcpot

in or about 1843, Plerre Pepin, a Columbia servant from

Montreal who ‘olaimed to ba of pure Prench descent, returned

to Canada with the express at about that time. ‘When ho visitcd'

" his family his tales 30 intrigued ‘his thirty-two-years- old

'unmarried sister that she begged to be taken west with him,
Pepin arranged a marriage with a fellow voyageur whose name 13
glven only as Jean, and the slster "came with the brigade."234

 Whether this adventurous woman ever lived at Fort Vancouver
is unknown, |

| Fortunately,'the story of another English wife,who;raaohqd
tha Columbia depot in the ald 18408 18 better documented.
deaorge Barber Roberts was born in Aldebdburgh on the east coast
of England in 1816, After thres years of training at the |

Greanwioch Hoépital naval school, he was apprenticed to the>




or-

Rudson's Bay Oompany when only fourteen aud lgiled_for th§_.

Columbia in the Ganymedq in 1830, Destined for maritime
service on.the.ﬁorthﬁqét Coist,.ﬁobarta was taken 111 on the o
loﬂer_columbii and wa§ left b&hind at Port George, In |
!ebrﬁary, 1822, he was sent to Fort Vancouver, where for the
next ten ysars -~ With several interruptiocns for sea duty and
detached sérvice -= he filled suooessivelj mora responsible
paaitions, one of whioch was that of achool teaohcr. |

By 1842 Robverts had reached the rank of poatmaater and
was supervising the work of the men on the farms and about _.

"~ the depot. ‘MoLoughlin was so plessed with his “étaady appliogtlonﬁ
‘and zealoun dischargo of his duty" that he recommended hil-_F
for promotion to c¢lerk, the necessary Prcliminary to rising
to the high estate or officer.235 But the London directors
did- not . grant this first requést, and a discouraged Roberts
detarnined to return to England. He left for home as a -
passanger on the Cowlitz on Novembar 10, 1842,

After reaching London early in May, 1843, Roberts went
to Aldeburgh to visit his parents and to consider hié‘futuro.
"1 was soon tired of home where I wag out of place & a'nobody,’_'
he later reéalled, and he decided to apply to the goéorﬁor and -
committea for reinstat&ment. The coampany did not‘often gi?e” )
a second chanca to retired '"officers" .. although Roborts.ha&

by no means reached that rank -- but because of MoLoughlin's-"




“reoommeddation the directors deoided to make an exoeption im

Robcrts 8 case and engaged him as a olerk,236
_ Meanwhile the formey Groenwioh apprentioa had. beoomg,

o use her sister's words, "ensmored with" his first ocousin, |
Miss Hartha Oéble. also of Aldeburgh; and the two were marrisd
on September 27, 1843.237 The wedding must have been somawhat
hurried, since as late as that very day. the chartered ship
Q;gggg;g which was to oarry the bride and groom %o the
Columbia, was due to sall on October 1.238 It seems to hav-
been early Dacembar, however, before tha vassel actually left
Cowas, and the Robsrtses were safely on board, ' |
| At Honolulu the g;gi__;g ploked up the Reverend and Mrs,
George Gary, Methodist miseionaries, as passengers for the
columbia; Hr Gary remarked in his journal that the Robartsaa_”
. were "very agresable” fellow passengers, "They appear as
very moral persons," he added, 'respeeting relision and saorad
~ things, as though well educated and religlously disposed,” |
“ But he remarked that Mrs., Roberts was "much out of health"
during the voyags,2? |

o The Brothers reached Fort Vanoouver late in May, 18##
and Chisf Pactor HcLoughlin was glad to have the former
apprentice back in the country.2%0 Evidently Roberts was put
promptly to work, since he was entered on the depot rolls as
a clerk for the entire Outfit 1844, and on July 8 he was

placed in charge of the warshouses, a highly responsible




po#ition.ea' Yet oa November 24, 1844, the "Big;Dcotor“\wrpté

%o the firm's seoretary as follows: "Mr, Roberts remains in
the ocompany's employ, to take hiy chances of th&,borvioe, 1@
preference to taking a farm at Nisqually, and I think he has
made a wise decision."2%2 It would appear that Martha Robverts
narrowly escapsd belng a plonesr housewife on what was at the
time a very primitive frontler indeed,
As 1% was, the Robartses seemingly were as coafortadle as
could be expeoted at the depot, since apvrarently they were not
assigned to the Bachelors' Quarters as were most clerks but
were given a house of thalr own.ea} Martha quiockly entored
into the social 1ife of the post, showing none of the
‘snoﬁbishnesa‘and prejudics which had characterized Mrs.

capéndale and Mrs. Beaver. It is racorded; for exaaple, that

on one. occasion she want riding with a group that 1ncluded

Hrs. Porbes Barclay, the part- Indian wife of the post surgeon, 244
A8 a friend wrote a few ysars later, it was a pleasure to

know Martha Roberts; "she was not only 2 xind and good wife,
but also a fond and an affectionate mother,"2%5

During Septembar, 1844, Mrs, Roberts "consented" to open
a sohoél for the children of the fort., She was to racalve
"about 5" per'year for each pupil., Only ten scholars ¥e18
anrolled at the outset, and until more c¢ould be mustered the

. aclho.ol wag to be kapt In Mrs, Robarts's "own house,"246  gince




-1t.is'no§'likoiy,that many horvantp oqﬁld have afforded th'ﬁt

.:fgé, this incipidnt institution probably was intended for the
'orfapring af the gentlemsn. Oortiiniy it was not longélived,
rorzlate.in July or early in dugust, 1845, Mrs. Roberta ga§o'
birth to her first child, a son, and she required nursing for
some time thereaftar.zh? Then, 1n.Daoember; 1846, George
Roberts was tramsfarred to Gowlitz Param, and Martha went with
nim, She died there of "a Typhoid or Camp Pever" on July 27,
f850. laaving her husband and three young children,248
The next English woman known to have lived at Fort -

‘Yancouver waa nelther the wifs ol an employee nor kaa she

‘herself an employee. But the passage of Mr. and Mrs, Richard

Covington from Britain on company vessels and their residence
in company quarters obviously was with the consent of the
firm, although the exact naturs of the arrangsment has not yet

bean determined. It is generally said that the Oovingtbna

wers brought out to Vancouver "by the Hudson's Bay Oompany to

teaoh the children of their employses at the fort."249 Thers
undoubtedly is a certain amount of truth in this hypothesie,
The firm had for some time besn interssted ln providing mﬁré |
adequate schooling at Port Vancouver, aand beginning in 1847
the Council for the Northern Dspartment voted a subsidj.tor

that purvosse, But caertalnly thera was more to the matier

than the company's desire to obtain teachers, as is shown by'




i;:the actlons of Richard Ooving€0n upon his arrival atﬂﬁba B

- Calutbia depot.

The deingtona'were both nativé‘Lcndoneré;\ Ricﬁdéd ﬁﬁﬁ‘
born in f820 and his wife, ‘nne Charlotts, about 1826, Bpth 
were well educated and "were musical in volos and with
instrumant." Richard was a c¢ivil engineer by profession‘and
had some talent as an artlst,22% Ppor a reason still not
eatirely slear, this zifted young couple embarked in the fall
of 1845 on the company's charterad vessel Admiral Mggzsqg'fof
the Columbia River. When the ship reached Honolulu, btoth the
Covingtons debarked, Anne Charlotte to remain there for

several months, her husband to transfer %o the firm's barque

Yancouver for the final leg of the voyage to the Columbla
depot.25*

On July 11, 1846, Clerk Thomas Lowe noted in his diary
the arrival of "a Mr, Covingtbn“ at Fort Vancouver, "Ha 1s a
¢ivil Englpeer," continued Lowa, "and has come to this Country
to see what he can do for himself,"%7° Pive days later
Richard left the depot for the Willamette Valley "to have a
look at the Country." What he was sesking 1s revealed by Lowe
when ha recorded on September 19 that by then Covington had
already taken up a land claim on Fourth Plaln, about seven
miles northeast of the fort at today's Pour Corners near

Orchards, But no improvements had yet besn made, since by




that tino Covington "was engaged in giving lausonu to the

children 3f the. Port."as3
About a monih and a halft later Richard left for Port

Victoria in the belief that his wife might have arrived tharo o
in the Yanoouvey from Oahu, .His surmise was correot, for on
Decenber 16, 1846, he was baok at the Columbla depot with
Anne Charlotte.Z>" The coupla took up residence within the
piokets, and very soon both were busily engaged suparintanding’
the "Vancouver School," Wnether or ook this institution wus
oporated on the subseription principle 13 not yet clear, but
certainly the officers at Port Vanocouver were pleased with the
results and looked forward with confldence to the time when
their children would develop into "ornameatz to sooiety."255 
Prom all indications Anne Charlotte Covington was a great
addition to social 1life at the post, One whoe had known her
in the Hawalian Islands described her as "e lady of intelligence
and refinement," and apparently she was on the best of terms
with both the gentlemen and thelr families.255 But on
August 14, 1848, the Covingtons moved to thelr c¢laim, and

apparently the Vancouver school fell into another of 1ts many

intervals of quiescence.257

The post had not seen the last of Mrs, Covington,
howaver. Her husband was seized by the gold manla and wWent

off to the mines in California. Evidently to keep body and




soul tOgethgr-during_his appinoo;lhnng:Gharlotte‘qpanjdfgf,:;.;.F‘T"

Tﬁdarding sahoqllinfthe.log‘cabiﬁldn‘thQ-Oovingtdh oldiﬁ, 7A§ -

sarly as May, 1849, a visitor found her "usefully and haﬁpiiyV;—j‘wf

~smployed in teadhing several pupila."258 Undoubtedly most

of the ohildren then, as later, were the offspring of fort ‘;
residents, so it could have bsen no surprise when, on a rainy
December 22, 1849, "Mprs. Covington arrived from the 4th plaip
with all her pupils to spend tha Christmas holidays."259 |

The interesting story'or Anne Charlotta and her school
gafter 1849 cannot be a part of this essay. Shé and her |
husband continued to live at thelr "Kalsur Para" until 1867,
seven years after the Hudson's Bay Company had abvandoned Pors
VYancouver., Thelr home, with its plano, violln, dand gultar,
was a center of local hospitality, and it is quite probabdble
that Anne Charlotte remalned as popular with the post

gentlemen as she was with the army officers at nesrby

Columbia Barracks.zGo

Another European woman Xnown to have resided at the old
depot was Sarah Crate, although she could not have lived
directly at the fort for more than brief intervals, if at all,
dilliam Frederick Crate was a2 native of London who came to
Fort Vancouver in thsa mid 1830s as a miller and millwright.?s‘
In the soring of 1843 he left with the express to go homs for
the purvose of sattling "family affalrs" and exvected to

return at the first opucrtunity. He arranged hls private business




by getting marriad but 1nstead or sailing for the Oolumbin

' *during the rall of 1844 ‘a8 he had nrranged with the governor :

and oommittoe,ln and his wife Sarah went vo Vermont, where
they gettled for sevaral years and whers tWo ohildron were

born to them.262"

Perhaps the Crates wers not happy in the East, for whon
the position of miller at Fort Vanoouver fell vacant Willlam
Grate reengaged with the company. He reached the old.depot
durlng November, 1849, and presumably went almost directly
to the gristmills.263 At least such an inference can be
~drawn from the fact that he and his wife filed for s donation
land claim of 640 acres at the mill site before the'end:of-ﬁho
year, But Crate acknowledged that the mills belonged %o the
company, and hs continued to operate them as an employee
until the firm left Fort Vancouver in June,'1860.254 The
Crates remained on their claim until they moved to British
Columbia in 1863, Sarah Crate seems to have made little
impression on the other residents of Fort Vancouver; ne
commauts upon her personality or activities at the post have
yet been found, |

It is definitely known that there were at least two‘othor
European women who resided at Fort Vancouver over ths years of
its.existence, and there are hints that there were still mors,

And of oourse white women weérs no rarlty there from the tims




T ——— -

or the rlrst famale missiouaries ‘in 1836.f Tho oatubli:husnt ;“'

et a Unitad Statas militar: post in the im:nediate vicinity
'”Tor the fort in 1849 eventually made oontact dith "uropean

womon - wives of officers and anlisted men and laundrosael --

. qomTmonplace. -

It 48 difficult to estimate the full 1mpdot of this

long-oontinuad and evor-inoreasing presence or white womon

upon the close-knit and structured soclety at Fort Vanceuver.

After the lure of the Californis gold mines really made Ltsel?

rolt'in 1849 and 1850, the number of eaployees fgil off

.:dranatioally,-until by 1860 thare were scaréely.more-thgh.;

dozen officers and men at the once-proud dspot. Thus at the

time when the impact from nelghboring settlere and military

'dependents was greatest, there were relativaly few company

employess and their families to be influenced.

One trend seems apparent, however. Beglaning Qith the
visits of Narcissa Whitman and Eliza Spalding in 1836, the
native and mixed-bloocd women of Fort Vancouver appear 1o have

enjoyed a freer soclal 1life and more contacts with visitors.

Thomas Lowa's journal demonstrates that by the late 18408 the

wivas and dsughters of the gentlemen were included 1ln many
pi¢enics, riding excursions, partiaes, and other entertainmehts
organized to honor or amuse guests., In 1849, for axaample,
chief Factor James Douglas and retired Clerk James Birnle

brought thelr daughters along whan they escorted the Reverand




Samuel 0, Damon on n visit to Hra Cavington on Fourth Plain.255:
| From the 1noomplete and unaatisfactory marriaga reoords L
availadle, 1% does not appoar that the arrival of 1 uropoan

women wWag an 1mportant raotor in 1nduoing oompany employeaa :

to seek white wives lnstead of those of native or mixed blood,

at least to a greater exteut then night huvé been expeoted
from the inoreasad number of Europeans in the nearby general

‘population, On August 14, 1848, the widower . rort baker,

- Joseph P&train, married Catherine Dolan, "a girl from Ireland "256 '

Pétrain, however, evidently lived in the villago. and. he lert
the company's employ to go to California in the spriag of )
1849.267 John Murray, a native of Scotland‘an& a 1abprer,at
the company's "Mill Parm," marriad Anne Fitzgerald, widow of
a sergeant in the Pourth Infantry, at Fort Vanoouver on July 19,
1853.268 Undoubtedly the newlyweds lived at Mill Plaim, a
good six or seven mlles 2ast of the post., It is probabdle
that these examples had little influence upon the pattern cf
marriages among the employsees. |
Indesd, the sketchy information existing seems to indicate
that gentlemen and servants alike contiaued fo prefar the |
"daughters of the country" for thelr mates aven after FSrt
Vancouver fell within the 1imits of the United States and for
as long as the company remained at Fort Vaascouver. Clerk

James Allan Grahame, a young man very much on the rise in the




:ffrirm s ~anks. married mixed bloud Sunan Birnie on Sthenber 5{}"‘7 —
'1847; and Glerk Thomas Lowe was united with Roue Birnie at » 

~ Port Vanoouvar on May 26, 1849.269 Reoordl of tho Oatholio e
mission at the old depot between 1846 and 1856 list a numbor 3

~ of marriages between servants and Indian or mixed-blood

- WOmen, 270

The major ohange observable was the deoline in the ola
oustom ‘of fur-trade marriages, at least at Fort Vancouver and
Ats vicinity. 0f course statistios on such unious are not
available, wt the increasing number uf regular marrisgen seens
_'evidont from the records, This development cannot be attributed
',entirely. or perhaps even largely, to the ever-growing intluonoo
of European women as residents, visitors, and neighbors. The,‘
work of missionaries of several denominations, the soclal
pressures of a surrounding non-fur-trade population, and the
requirements of land laws and other legal matters all comb;ned
to place the old customs under tremendous attack,

Yet one cannot overlook the fact that the arrival of Krs.
Capendale and Mrs Beaver first really drova home to John McLoughlin
and his éssociates the point that so-called civilized society‘
and the "Christian community™ were on thelr way to the Oregon

Country and that they were essentially hostile to unions £ la




 fragon gu 2 ys. In the words of Sylvia Van Kirk: "Tha éom1n5f;7_cj

of. whito women to the Indlan Gountry brought into disrenute

'11ndigcnou| nooial ouatoma of the rur trads , . [and]
symbolized the ocoming of & new era, The old fur-trade order"
was grédually giving way to agrarian settlement which was_ -

unquestioningly equated with oivilization"?7!
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