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- mmmmm mrems

Fort Union is generally recognizeﬁ as the outstandiﬁé historio

o United States military post in Hew Mexico. N For four decades, rrom

- 1881 to 1891 11? played an 1mportant par‘a 1:1 ‘bhe establishment of‘ per— |
manent United States z'u].e 1n the Seuthwest. . |

Established in 1.851 ta counterac‘b the depredations of frontiar

‘Indians and to protect the San’sa Ye Trail. Fort Union experieneeﬂ a

‘varj.ed exisﬁence.'._;:&‘ypical o:t’ most Umted Sta‘bes military posts in the

1 _-Weaﬁ at that time, i”s waa a.t first umiermanned. During the Givil War S

L :_‘“"its greatest distinction lay 1:3 its importance as a base of su:;ply and' L

eperations, in whieh 1t served to lceep much ‘ot the Southwest rrom be-

o -ing controlled by the com‘;'edarate f‘orcas, kaeping at the same time the |

' linea of ccmmnnication open between Hissouri and the Sou‘bhwest. After B
' .-the Givil War, it beoame the eenter oi’ arm;r aetivities upon the Kew _
R Mexj.can frontier. Abandoned 1n 1891, _because o:f‘ the absence of‘ Inliaﬁ
. disorders and the abandomnent of the Santa Fe Trail, 1t rever'bed to pri-. B
: vate ownership. 7 iy . | . | | S
. The :mtional significanee of Fcrt Unimi 13 without question. As
" “4he” base of the Unitad States Amy 1n ﬂm paz-t of the Southwes’c 11;

protected tha New Mexico frontier a,gainst the Indian anri the invader; "

'aa the guardian of the Santa Fe 'l‘rail during the ﬁmeriean period, i‘b




: .1nsured the development of trade anﬂ the movement westw&rd of the immigf

'7¥ﬂ_:gran$; ag an architectural monnment the remaiﬂs of whieh are evi&ent

B f'today, it tells an eloquent story of the material culture, life, anﬁ

~j"aet1v1ty of the rrcntier days of the Old West., R

o ,“ég Accurate Descrigtion of the. Site S

Fbrt Union is locate&, as an eld army raport atates, in 1atitude
350 54' 21“ ﬁcrﬁh; langituae, 3?0 54' 15* west; &ltitude 6, voo feet.
}“ﬁpon a airt ruad suma nine'miles northwest of Watreus, New Mexieo,
| _abcut twentybeight miles aorthaast of Las Vegas, it marks a spot upon { ?i“

__=;-the old Santa Fe Trail, avidences of which are still ample in that 10,-5_-.

_é/?7?"b

':-:scality. U. Se Bighway 85 is within four ‘ot five miles of the fort 4in f-- :?5§§;ﬁ:

' one pl&ce.

Within the heart of & great cattle ranch, Fort Union atill retains..J

L the evidences of its oaa—tima 1m§ortanee as a military eenter and as a =

stopping place upon the Santa Fe Trail.- Row after roW of adobe, bridk_"'

| ",ana stone walls mark the size end loceticn or the post 1tse1f, Afore

'-  est of chimnqys still standing, and pilea of fallen brieks, mﬂunds.

: and roofing tin strewn on all sides, emphasize the deterioration which f
'has taken place since the army's abandonment. . | |  .;“ :
| One of the earliest descriptione of Fort ﬂnion was tk£f éifehfbj ff{f7
-i Major E. S, Sibley, later a f&mous Confederate gener&l, ﬁa;-ﬁ§§ZW§a e

‘respensible for mnch of the construetion, described the c§ﬁ31§ﬁ§¢'g.a  -

'__/ SeerH. wcods, Fort Un;pn, Ms., 48.‘ Thiﬁ longitudefis meéguredf T
from Washington, E.G. . L e




. post asi’
‘ -ﬁine sets of officers' quarters sach set == with
‘one exception, which is composed of thres rooms’ and
“a kitchen <- 18 Peet long end 15 feet wide. These
 qusrters have earthen roofs. and five of them have,--
~in addition, board roofs. The other sets. of quar-
-ters will also be. covered. with board roofs, ay soon
as. lumber for the purpose can be. saved and it can-
gconreniently be done. - _ I : 3

*:;.Two barracks - 48 feet lang and 18 feet wide, with ER
a1two wings 50 feet long and 16 fset‘wide' board roofs.;-lgf

'1;Bb§21ta1 48 Teet long snd 18 feet wide, With a wing
'-48 feet 1ong and 16 feet wide' board roofs;- S

::Starehnuse - 100 feet long and 22 feet wide, with & -
“wing 45 feet 1ong and 16 feet wide; board roofs.

"Commanding Offieers‘ Office and 8 Gourt Martial
-jRoom - 48 raet wide, earthen roof.;_ :

- 0ffices for Assistanﬁ Qpartermaster and_ Gommissqu
- of Sub81stenoe “ B8 feet long anﬂ 18 faet wide, o
Tgaarthen roof. e i

"ﬂ;Smake Hbuse - 100 faet long and ”2 feet wide' board
Lo ‘mﬁft o

g 'Guard House and Prison - 42 feet long and 18 feet ﬁ 
- Wide; earthen roof.: _ . _ o o o

4, Blacksm;th's and Wheelq;gyt's Shcp - 50 feet 10ng
jand 18 feet wide, board roof, .

'BakehuuSe - 51 feet long anﬂ l? feet wide, earthen ;”3T
.'mef» ) . ,

-‘f{-232“§92§2 - 20 fee* lmns and 70 feet Widez earthen
ool ecvered by board roor., -

;LJgg ters for Laundresses - 114 feet 1ong and 18 feet
”wide; six rooms; “earthen roef.”}-- - _ o

. .2/ 8. s, sibley, Ex. Doc. 32pd. Conmg., 2nd Sess., II, 75,




'ijn a&dition, yarda to five sets cf officars quartera
- have been enclosed,’ anﬁ two. gorrals have been made;
. pach 100 feet square. The lumber. used in the: const--~«
. ructiom of these. buildings, with the exception of - L
14,872 feet, has been sawed st the post, - - Forts De- o -
- fiancs, Fillmore, end Couved are similerly. constmc‘bed, R
-;lacking an icehouse, : : _ e e e T

Aa inspectien in 1854 by Colcnel Ioseph.ﬁ. F, Mansfield, resul«fﬁ'}' , o
' ted 1n.ths following descriytion.

: Fort Union is situated at the fooﬁ of the Mesa oppo«\*
.+ slte Gellinas Mountain on the west side of & villey -
;“strptching nearly porth and south, say 35 miles.----
~ About 7 miles to the southward is Barclay's Fort on
" the More Rivér, whence the old rosd to Santa Fe. cros-
. ges the- v&lley.‘ Apout 15 miles to the northward: the
" roed from’ the valley of the Norea -crosses the walley ™ . . ,
_epd 5 miles further is Ocate Creek, and B miles fii-. .s,_T"'
- 'ther still in a éanyon of the mountains is a farm at-
- _tached Yo this posat,. Mhis valley is well adapted 5109
‘ fgrazing gnd large quantities of hay ara anmmally’ cut
‘on %¥he Ocate for. the public amimals,’ “This post. is .
‘now directly-on the shortest roed to Santa Fe, a: chanee
having been. effected through the . exertions and reton~
- natzsence ot’Major Te EL,Carleton, B Dragoans, to
.. ‘open the road to the northward off Wagon Mound - and
"Gallinaa Mountain, ‘thereby seving. in-distance about -
1% miles and by ‘the exsrtions of Major Sibley. U 84
Quartermaster, to open “the road from the post to Las -
- Vegas direct, thereby seving seéveral miles in ﬂistanee__-;y=;‘;
-+ westward, Thus situsted, it 'is well lgeated for a. dow -
pot for the supply of ‘the northern posts, direct €0 .
Burgwin end Fort Masaachusetts through the v#llsy of ©
* Taos, end 10 Sshte Fs and Albuquerque either-vis Burg~' ..
win-or Las Vegas.. Tt is-well sdapted for- keeping heer R
© emttle and. supermummerary dragoon horses snd miles, .
;,etc.‘ The sunplies cf flour, corn; and hay and fuel.
Bre obtained from the neighboring valleys as conven-
Ciiently as at. ‘other’ posts in New Mexico and on reagon~ - .
_eble terms. The buildings of all kKinds are ez good as .-
© ek any post ‘and there seems to be enough. of them to
o7 satisfy the demand of the service, It is. important ,
) .]hpwever,'that a goodﬂwagcn Toad: bs ppened_to eYoss. the,f:

.8/ 7. K. 7. Mensrisld; Report, .




'f;ﬁsrﬁ EountainAdirectly to Eurgwin gbaut l uila& T
igouth of Don Fernandes ds Toos, and @ distence’ ot
" about 50 miles, ¥or thim object I would raoummenaﬁ
- an apprupriatian of two thousend dmllars. Foram: . o
. gketeh of this valley snd & pl&n e? the yaat seﬂ Gﬁ._';1 ;

'-an& B herewitn apysn&e&. SR e

_?he pa&t is. aatabliahaﬁ ‘on 4. reservaticm of eight
miles stjusre end like the farm s clsimoed by Citi- '.
. gengs It wee comuenced in LEBL by Brevmﬁ Lts ﬁol.*'
" Fe Be Almxander. of the Btk Infrntry snd contimed
- suecessively by Bvi.! ﬁa}mr Fe B Cerieton, let, FA
. 'Dregeens ood. Lgior Ue Morris of the Urd Iafar%ry
.- and Bv%, Lt Cols Vi Drocks, Zmd Artillery. It 1s
- %eo ‘close under the Meaa for e tenable position
o pgainet anAanterﬁriaiag ‘eneny, unless the imme&iaﬁe
- hetght be cosupled by & Block House, whish oould’
U readily be dons, 1t peens %o have been melsateﬁ en
| sooount of & good sprimg of water and will nadonbds
: f‘edly &nswar & very gaoa guryasa anﬁ ahould he ra-

_'_Tbia iaeality. lika that af th& ﬁur& valiey an& tha

. powvdes of She Peoos River, is exposad o the depra— u
. dations of the Jiserilla. Avmche and the Utsh Todiane -

: wha fraauenxly are’ gnite annaying &nﬁ hraublesame.-lg;-”

Tha abave &mgarﬁpttona canaarn@d tha firat lae&tioa af tha fcrt. o

",;7nuring the aarly 1860'5, thﬂ army éeeiﬁeﬁ ta m@vﬁ it fsrthsr aut anto

;the plaia& tamar& the ease._ Thé eriginal fb“t. becaming the ait& ef “
[.the ordnanca reserve, @%111 gl&yeﬁ an 1myortant yart in tha etory wf
};fFart Hn&an. I e

'sz saﬁzma am; &aseriptiﬂm of i‘o?t unian re i,t &p;g@.ar@ﬂ in 1@3&?.‘ ’

'“3__hﬁa héan gsvan ﬁr anguugiiah sur?eyer uy the nama of Eell, who aﬁiﬁ‘ fﬂﬁ;}“

?arﬁ ﬁnian ig distant frem ﬁaxaell‘a hy tha raad
_ rirﬁyutwo miles; from the point wherd our Iize of .
:3f azvey’ aro&aad Red tiver, ?1fty-aix mileﬂ‘ The

- _y Eell,'-‘wr'm“ "E:éks 33_1_ He rth&marie&, 1&1—13&. SRR




 sountry. ia for. the o8t F&?t a vast $”§5“‘°°Vgrad

“plain, dr&ineﬁ by the Red River, . We ere dever,

howevar, out of sight of mountains, some of which i_ _
ars {solated, and rise out o the plein with gr@m.\,'
testue outline, ‘such se ¥ogon %emntain* shaped -

- eruetly like & hugh wagon drawn by & palr of rnrs@s.

Clupitn three Loty

“Hoat of then partuke of the Hess formeticn; ae
oo Mesn &nrﬁhe, while others. form renges Jutbing aut
From the Bavkg ¥ountaine ag the Cimarron r&nga,
- babind w*io o rﬁiﬂed in stetely ?@néaar Ahe
S BTN Ened wdte of the pain hw . The me&% _
':;beautiful, hawaver, ig uﬂkay %qun*"iﬁ, whieh sends..

L diﬂﬂeﬁ if 1o ta ?érﬁqﬁnien ?‘@m tﬁe &0”thﬂ&5ts
"ﬂaing sg.%@r?s“'l I‘DQQV tﬁ W**ﬂtain,ﬂg?u ﬁe th?
“Port ou Yhe Zlst ef fugust, odd bed oue of the momd .
romentic rides I can remenber in 21l my mvﬁderinga.lg_

. The fartly volennin neture of $he Tosks, togethior
© with the ebundsnes of W&ﬁ@?, @avs & f@shiliag and -

.f iaua turrets of ok, sad. a¥&vxh&v¢mgd &v. 1] piu&-
©Celad sumnita of the peshs, whiaﬁ, with The .ars of

 froguness t¢ the ‘whols Yendneane, wiish coutr&aied
Cfiosd dsli h*fvily'?iih bhe nonpionons pl&;na.ﬂ Riok
.graaay ‘prricd, atudded with noble trees, end watérved

aad gragefol pecks sxactly inow g»[* o

ran mbundsnge of rivalets, wers hemmsd in hy gl@r~;;'4=;{ft

ature,” broke *ha a?prassive ragularity of tha 5&y~ 7 -

S . 11?1&#

For. twe&ty mil¢n 1 waunﬁ mv ymg thvnnﬁh *?i* aa&um ;
B 4 £ conntry, vot pll ﬁawmaé glyen over anﬁirﬁly
- 'ta neturs, and thers wep pet the tyoie of ﬂ huwﬂn--,

- being excect the etk upon which I rods. = Vo flogks

- or herds crepp&é the tender grage. 17 loekaa in
wvain amongst the trees &nﬁ up the velleys whieh

- opened into the: PEID, 00w On one zide snd then an

- the othery but thers wes no- 5he§her&, ne hub, Re s

C farm %6 be seenj. the wyld fu%gay& hed g1l beon

- either shot cr driven sgwry by the officars. “rﬁd.--
o Fort sﬁian“ &nd the sage mi§ht ve zaid ot the L
Lo deer;  bu% with this exgepiion -~ tha ahmanea ai._l“
. GERE se- ﬁaturally rawain@é QX9etlj'ﬁ& &aé dau mrde _1

: '_Fav-t Hnmn ia " “tmstling px,aeer 1t 13 z}w mmsm .
military ﬁsﬁahliahment o he reund on. the vlaias,"




o In 1875, a; comprehensive ﬁescription was given by Assistant Surgeon

P. Moffatt of the Uhited States Army., His report raad._;_5i:E;"”'“'

:._%ﬂand is the supply centre fram which the forty or’ fifty- R TR
- lesser posts scattered all over .the pountry withing -
__radius of 500 miles or more, Are . supplied with nen, .
- . ‘horses,’ munitions of war, and often with everything '
.. needed for their support.z It is not in’ the least :
"1~fortified, as, of course, ‘such ‘& precaution wou1d e
. useless; but it is a vast ‘collection of workshops, L
 storehouses, barracks, officers quarters, &nd: offices -
of 8ll kinds belonging to the different departments.;_'f'"
. The dwellings, although built, as are all the other R
- buildings, of sun~dried bricke, are most comfortable..ff,-
 Phey-are roofed with thin iron sheeting, covered with
" earth. The rooms -of ‘the -officers are lafty and well-
furnlshed., The hospital, containing about 120 beds, .-
- 1s & Very fine building, to which two residenb sur- ' - .
- ‘geons are attached.‘ A large settler's store must not_»;;f;
be’ forgotten, at which the daily sales average. 5,000 = -
- dollars. - Over 1,000 workmen-are here kept constantly,i'
“employed, building ‘and repairing wegons, gathering im =
- “and distributing- supplies, msking harmess, putting up-. ..
.. buildings, and attending to the long trains of goods .
~and supplies constantly arriving or daparting.- When we..
 think for a moment of thé hundreds of miles that every- - .
" thing has to be ‘brought by & slow and expensive mode of .
: Fconveyance - 800 niles by wagon. fr@m 4he ‘end of the - .
.. reilway; and nearly 1,500 by rail from 8t, Louis; when
. _we consider the price of lebor}. when, in fact, wWe view;” '_
the economic aspect of affairs, even &. traveller cannot -
heIp being amezed at the enormous expenditures of money{fff
. -necessary to. maintain so large an establisyment in such;_* i
Al locality. The millions of dollars which are. yearly _
“j'.'absorbed by . mich a plaee ag Fort Union mist: be: something ‘:_,
s marvelous; and the: opportunities Tor peculation and '
- .growing fet by the’ ‘misappliance: of publie money, by exh i
‘ ”orbitant chargea if not by: actual fraud, are probably
greater here than any other braneh of the public service

5/

Fort Union is. situated in latitude 55° 54' 21" north e
10ngit?ﬁ5; 370,54'.15“,W?3t*' alti?gdeﬂﬁ_VGQ,fqet f:"

.-
Aéay l, 18750

Cireular Nb. 8, War Department Surgeon's General's Office,ii; :r3-fa= ‘




' :-Santa Fe is one’ hunﬁred niles southwest. The ﬁédf§gtf;;_“7" ERNS

- railroad station is Las Animas, near Fort Lyonaq_v

" The most important settlaments 1R the vicinity are gf3
*Mbra, 18 miles to the west, and Las Vegas, Eﬂ miles
- distent, on the Santa Fe ro&d. ‘ ;{; F :

'The post 13 ina beautiful valley about 35 miles long5 ;b -V:*
' by five.apd a half wide, having on tlhe north end emet. .
. a'wooded range of hills known as Turkey Mounteins,

. -and on the west a low anﬁ recky range running into
__table-land. :_  S A I

"Z'J"Thg craters of &eVeral extinct volcances are’ in the

'vicinity, and on sinking wells in the vieintty of -
- the arsenal;’ 8 stratum of lava is- found of varying
S :depths; o ; - : O )

.-fThe water supply is obtainsd partly from wells, and |
. in pert from en excellent spring about a quarter: of
- ca.mile distant,  That’ from the wells is. hard, from
"'lime in solution.; L o :

_Twenty miles distant the road to Sant& Fe crcsses a gaﬁﬁ
ridge which is the divide between the tributaries of .
the Mississippi and the Rio Grande. ‘Five miles: north—
-west of Las Vegas: are a number of hot springs, noted

| for their efficaey in rheumatism eand chronie syphili» L

”ftic com@laints.. ‘The tamperature 15 140 Fahrenheit.j_j:

q: gmong the useful wild ylants fonnd in the vieinity ie;g;:*.f

. the common hop. (Bumulua lumpulung).  This grows abunﬂ~‘;’5""

" antly. slong the mounxain streams, -and the prcauct 1& '.j,;.;:‘

~:of the best qnality. e

The' following statement relativa to the climate and
. 1its effect upon health 15 by Assistant Surgeen e H.
'_Gardner,'Wnited Statas Army cwan . T

'Fort ﬁnion was establishea 1n Augusﬁ 1851, and was ,5if%f‘J-
- first located on the prasent ‘site of Fort Union arse~
- .nal. The reservation, ‘nearly square, contains Bl

- gguare miles. ' There’ is also a timber reservation of
80 sqnare miles.r,_;. : T

B 'Fort Union 1nc1udes tha post proper, the depot, and
- Fort Unioa arsenal._, - , R




f~f¢aThe arsenal 1s thns dascribe& by Gaptain‘w. R. Shoen' -
< 'maker, orduance officer in charge: Fort Union arsenal’
.18 one mile west of Fort Union, on & reservation’ belong-
ing to the Ordnance Department and is inclosed by & '
“.wall forming. & square of 1,000 feot’ ‘each - side. The’
buildings are, one: barrack 100 by 26 feet with porticoes
. in front end: rear; ‘one” set officers' quarters 54 x 75
. feety ‘and pffice 45 x 18; one main stcre»house Bls reet
" ' long, three gmaller store~houses, shops; ko All of
' these. are of adobe with' stone foundationsq The . . SRR
L supply i rram ES goed Well and’ two. cistarns or 18 000 T
a[;“gallans eaeh. ' 5 S f‘ R AT SR St

SR }Fort Uﬂion 15 thus described by Gaptain G. G. Smith,,s,q.;A -

r{t';[jaasistant qnartermaster,'ﬁnited States. Ammy: - The depot**}»ﬁ
715 adjacent’ to and norith of “the post. The builaings S

... are, six sets used ss offices and quarters, flve store—_-]

~ qj,fhouses, shops and corrals. The. guarters are well bullt . . -
' 'of adobe,. lald on stope foundations, with tops: finishedf-""

~ with brick and roofs of tinm, These sets are eaéh 79 x.

- BT feety the other three, each 58 x 55 feet, The- atere—-;f L

... houses are each 200 by 40 feet, except the southern one, ”\,A”,“ S
.. which 1s one=half the width of the others, .In the plagzs, = ' =
fronting the northern gets of depot guarters, are two S

g,cisterns holding 2,400 gallons" ‘each,  the supply of which

, comee from the. roefs of the store~hausas. i S

_y;_ ort Union 13 a four» Gmpany post' the arrangement or "jfﬂi_avff'i*"
'*athe main,part of which is shewn in Figure 50. e

Ay foicers' quarters, BBBB squad—rooms; c fo% mess—rooms,

i fbrage rooms; E,: bakery; F, quartermaster & store~ i
© . roomsj H,: issuing-room; Ty qnartermaster's stables, M,

; cavalry eorral; 5& Quartermaster 8. corral.;! o

:All the buildings are of adobe, one story high, on stone f.
. foundations, and with.the axceptiou of the hospital, are
- all roofed nith tin._f S o :

1-_;70n the northeast side of the: paradetground and direatly
- ‘opposite the Yine of officers' quarters, are the quarters AT
. of the men, Fach set cocupies three sides of'a rectangle
. within which is a smell court-ysrd or open space’ with:a 7.,__ L
© Well in the center, The mein duildings are each 73 by B7 SR
feet, They are used as. squad vooms and" dormitories, and =,f.“-'-“ -
7 at.the present time have an. ‘aversge ‘acoupancy- of - 30 men ‘u“r~.t Cam
,5é;eaeh. giving an air spaee of about 706 cubic fest per man.




%-The wings on one 31de of each set are use& as orderly .

©and’ company stcrenrcoms; those on the' opposite’ side,

" fer kitchana and- diningwrocms. Those gquarters are . -
- really comfortable dwellings,’ althaugh deficient in o

Co facilities for ventilation.; 5-‘V_

:'In rear ef the blooks oecupied by the men's Quarters
and separated .from them by & wide street, ars siiua-

“ﬂ¥ted the quarters of the merried soldiers end- 1aun&res--

_ ;ses, and in reer of thess. axein, and 8t propar distance,'*
Q.are ths cavalry’ atables and other ouﬁvhﬁuses. '

' ,Oﬂ ghe southWest of the parade—grounﬂ are situated the :- f
jquarters of: officers, consisting-of. nine: buildings in

one. row. . Each building is divided:.by a single ‘hall run»- ﬂfff}f7f_,~
3 ;ning from fromt 1o Tear, on each side of which are .

three capacious roomg —» ‘except the middle building tn
-~ {the -commanding officer's quartera}, which has four —-

- affording the regulation-allowengs of quarters for an

offieer. with the rank of captain, - A8 in-the case’ of
. miost of the buildings here, the roofs sre made too .

- flat, so that they allow of Leakage when violent rains
oceur, as they freguently do during the rainy seamson.
.-In other ‘respects the quarters are good; they all have -
- good ysrds and out-houses in the rear,’ and are. ugon the

: whole very comfortable resideﬂces. 'j‘ _ =

 5'The guarﬁ«house is situated in the line of tha laundras-?uf-

" sest quarters, . The strusturs itself may be well suited -

" for the purpoge for which it was intended, bitt the. luca--f  _: ”i_
tlon of it is insppropriate, as mo extended view of the | .

post ean be had frsm 1ts vicinity. jf:

Sinks for the men ‘and for the fomilies of soldiers have -

' been constructed ut all available points, but the aceom-

o modations in this respect are not sufficient without the,-

E neceselty of traveling to a greater distande than 1s o

o 1ikely to be done under all circumstances._~; -

v The post hospital is situated autside of the garrisan

. inclesure; and about 300 pmoes to the east' of 1%, The: .
- hospital building faces towards the southesst. It com~
‘sists essentially of & central building 13% feet wide,

running back 130 feet,” this being a hall 113 feet wide
inside. Attached to each side of this central nall’ are
three wings, each 3L x 39 feet cutside, the long axis =~ .
parellel and. the short sxis at right angles to, the hall.
' Theas wings are separated from e&ch other by spaces

10



. ability. L

) and having a station at this pain%. =

:ﬁfeet wide. ﬁn adebe partition thraugh tha center of each
_wing,anﬁ gt right atigles to the hell, divides each of ﬁhem
~ into. two rooms, ‘19.by 30 feet, by 12 feet 3 inches high;

thus. glving twelve rooms, each of the above dimensions
The two front wings are useéd as dispensaxy and stara~rooms,

. the vear half of each posterior wing for kitchen and din=’

ing room respectively. The two middle wings and the froni

.rooms of the posterior. wings sre used ds wards, making

‘six wards, Occupied by six beds each, giving 1,800 dubie
i feet of space to eagh occupant., In cage of emergeney,
. the capacity could readilv be increased one~fourth by

temporarily ueing some of the store-rooms as wards, - The

" hospital diffeérs from all other buildings at the post,

in ‘being rocfed with shingles, and in baving & roof with

+.  ‘the usual pitch, Although not constructed upon the best
' plan, in e hygienic point of view, it is amply a&eqn&te
- to the requiraments of & four*company post.  For the res~-

son that thisi'post 18 located-on the thoroughtfare to snd flom

: HGW'Mexico, and that 1s the base of .supplies of the disu

trict, 1% ocours, that there are st dlmost ell times men
in’ the hospital not belonging. to the comuend at Fort Bnion,

 but who ‘have been taken sick or hurt whils sn routs ‘4o or

from oth&r poinﬁs, and been detained at £his poat for
treatment or aiseharge on- wurgeon's certifieate of dis—

R Fbrt Uhicn is situata& upon the staga-ruad betwaen the
' jrailroad terminus, on the northaast, and the city of
- Bents: Fa, on the southwest, A daily stage, . convehing
- -the mail, is received from each:point, From this paint
U pail communiaations can be had with Santa Fe in twenty -
. hours} with degartment headauarters &t Fort Leavenworth
cin four to six days, and with,Washington in seven to aine
“days. Aline of" telegraph-alsc passes this place en

route from the railrosd to. Santa e aloag.bne atage road,

_,J-Fert Union, ag @ frontier post may be considered desir-.
' sble, not 8o much from the natural surroundings as. from -
" 'the faeilities by stage, mail, and slesraph, Of communi*
-*catlon with the outsiﬁe worldg; :_u-_ .

- One queetion I should like to add before closing' Are
. adobe quarters produutive of: rheumatism, I belleve they
.. are a frultfyl source not only of rheumatism, but scia—
L :tica. and cther ferms of neuralgia.y; Coe




. “;Lﬁpicture. Eogether, the fort, the plaina, the mountains, and the old

:'"a doubt.- Not only is this the original site, but the structures thare fa

3 _j;by the army, 1oca1 citizens have used the fort as a source of building

C of the. Southwest upon many occasions.k Perhaps the best studies apon the

S fort ag such, have been those of the historical technicians of the Nét-u G

Since 18?5 there has been no great change in the surreundings or )

B 'Fort Unicn. Exeept for detarioration, not mnch h&s happene&,te mar 1tsﬁ f

| trails preaent a picture of unity in- isclation* aniﬁ;ach seems to clingf‘z
' &/ .. J
“,to the other in token of & far more glorioua past. P

- 'ég Identification of the Site :

The 1ﬁentiﬁcation of I.Pcrt Union can be made W‘ithﬁut a question ofﬁ

¢,g"ere original In no way - have thosa structures or the site be=n altered,..;
'3'restored, or: modified, with the exaeption of ﬁeterioration through des» f{

fj-truction, yandalism, and some erosion._ From the time of the abandonment

materials, and the owners up tu recent years have removed certain usable

= items, such as timbers.

& 'ﬂ; Historical Nhrrative -

The stary of Fort Union has been told 1n connection with the history

o ion&l Park Serviee.- The renort of Eenry Woods, Fcrt Union, The Histony

. -of Néw Mexico's Most Famous Militagz Post 15 1nc1uded,as the apyandix

. ,of this report, S

"‘_/ An aocurate ﬁescription of the fort se it is. now will be. submitted in
-7 Puture reports to be made by ﬁational Park sprvice technicians. Based
upon the inveatigation and ‘field .surveyg, those reports will include S
- mccurate surveys, measurements, and other studias preparatary to the
development of the area. _ g I B SR



Evnluatien ef the Site

Fbrt Union falls into various themes of national history, Although %v'

. ' it nay be considsred as:8 part of *Political and Military Arfairs, 1830-_'f'

31860" 'beeauae of 1ﬁs military activity from 1881 to 1869. 1t mey well T

"ba considered to fall morse properly 1ntc ether e&ﬁegories. As psrt of 3

‘["The Wor Between %he btates, 1861-1865“ 1t was one. of tha outstanding

“-factora in holding the Southwest for tha Unien; and 1ts place in "West-*:. Afﬂf-:

'f};ward Expansion and the Extension Gf National Bounﬂaries, 1830w1390“ is ﬁf‘:f:'

expressed in 1ﬁs place in Inﬁian warfare, in,its 'protection of tha ter,';_’

' ”ritory of Néw Mexico frcm &ttack ‘and invasion, &nd’ 1n 1ts vital connse._{,j_.,_.‘tw

-_.tien with the Santa Fe Trail.; “Means of Travel aﬂﬁ Gammunic&tion“ mxy.?“w

“be cansidered ae one of the themes of Fcrt Union, beoause of 1ts con-fvﬁlf-‘dh"

' nect1un with the Santa Fe Trail and the people who travelled thereon;

";_and "Commerca, Inaustry, and Agricultnre to 1890" may also be one - of 1ta¥hf;;g“‘f_f

‘ '1-{1 themss, because of the importance of the Santa Fe Trail to commerce.

- Tha museum possibilities at Fort Union are unlimited, because of

 the artifaets o be found there sad. the extensive history of the avea,’ ,' |

-'_It is thought that through the cooperaxion cf the War Department and
.Mlocal citizens, manw of the likely museum piaces removed from the area

' 'may be returneé, especially 1f adequate museum facilities are furnished i

-in the future.'




a Q.ﬂszggig | -_ 2 _” s
Fort Union is ewned b? the'Union Land and Gr&zing Gompany' . cor'
.” leporag1°n whose members 11ve mostly in ths e&stern part cf the United

' States. Gaptain Eﬁward B. Wheeler of Las‘Vegas, New Mexico, 13 the e

 uagent fcr the Gompany | :.,u_-_ﬁag:fl.f,.?ﬁif :.3Lj'ﬁ;ﬁwrg_,5§ 

"B, _gpraised Valua ..‘ e :,”: .i:'u."7§ ”f 1;ff';i7': ”‘flg:'f;ﬂéi"
The full value of this aite cannot be estimated, bacause of the ;;§f§

: historical significance attached to 1t._ The assessed value of eome }EfJ-ﬂ;-ﬁﬂ“;;?w

3-1 290 acres, which 13 the minimnm aeraaga neceasary far proper preserariiff ” “ "-'
 :"vation‘and deVelopment, varies from twu to ten dollars per. acre.j'ﬁhy;fff*;- 7' ‘5;

'AAappraised value of the building materials in the structures can only be

‘made after an axtensive study, excavatian, and cleanpup or the area.

;'C.- Conditioa. 1ncluding Previous Development -

Fort Union is in a state of ruin, ﬁue to éeterloration after the + ;,}ﬁ£

: abandonment by the &rmy 1n 1891. There has been no attempt tc prs~
,qiserva the site, other th&n the construction by the owners of fences

'f :around the ruins to keep out cattle and vandalg. Recently, no tres—

passing signs have heen put up by the owners prohibiting hunming anﬁ _E{__ 

‘_; wnod hauling (see the attaehed exhibit 1n Part IV). Rb restoration

'}aor reconstruction work hes’ been done upon ths site or its structures.”¢i :




::f;.;aﬁ, Gare. ineludiqgﬁ_gst Present, and ?robable Future

Fort Union as an actiVa military post received aaequate care from f;drf“:-r e

' the army uy to the time ot its abanﬁanment._ Eowever, since the 1890'3 rff:"": 5

to the present, there has been little eare, a facter which has resulm ,

'”5ited in vandalism and ueterioration. As statad abova, a fence around

‘ "-the importanx buildings offevs a mintmum of. protectioni Too, the fact,f'

!Vthhat the proparty has beeu under one ownership has meant scme prptec»l',;_i_ '

‘w‘.tian. In the future, it should reeeive a maximum of care, espeeially ::” f' R

"ﬁ-if 1% 1s preserved and maintained by the Fedaral Government.-.'

SN E'._' caessibing

£ ;f 7 ad& to its accessibiiity. L

'"_fE-ministrative, exhibit, and eustodian's quartere‘ Once preserved a S

| uf;tain the area and to handle visitors. Because of the interast 1n Forﬁ'”'

Fort Union at the preaent time is aecessible, being only nine

_ miles by dirt road from'U. S.‘Highway 85._ The building of an adequate =; if"

iroad from th&t highway, from a point five miles from ?ort Union, will

"-r Poasibility of. Preservation
The cost of preservation will depend upon the initial amount of
_stabilization which will be accorded the ruins and structures. A.CGG

.:fcﬂmP for a period of sever&l years could be occupied 1n road building, ;ﬁ'

- cleannup, excavating, and stabilizing, and building the necessary ad— _*-5f£7;'

_euatodian and’ rangers or guidas will be necessarY to protECﬁ &nd main~  rh ,f

L5?:fUnion and 1ts possibilities of tourist attraction, it may be considereﬁ';;ifﬁf

1-desirable to chﬂrge an admiasion fee. f;




- ‘_G Sugges'bed Development

It is urgentl reeommended that Fort Union be established as a-

0 tional mnnnment gx_Presidential groolamation. A.ccc camp should bei;fi f: Ve e

' established there to preserve and develop the site adequately.- The

o -work ta be dene, asi&e from road building, leanuup, and constructing”ﬂ-' 

.of neceseary buildings, will be 1argely work’of preservation and res»ii

';ﬁ;;toration of 1&ndscaps faatures.5 Nb attempt shnuld be made to restoreg} ;i:f“f*F-fT

'§'or reconstruct the buildings °f Fort Union, because of the evidenaesj ;k' Ef3". “

'--of past material culture which are contained therein.- I
It also 1s recommended that some l,zoo acres be acquireé by dona- ,f?
_tion to 1nsure a&equate preservation and development.- The attaehed map

shows in vary rough outliue ths area ta be don&ted around the main Fort

' f'Union ruina.- Additional land to be donated will 1nclude the old Arse-

.--{ nal ruins and 100 feet on,all sides of. 1t (the site of the ?irst fort)‘.;;ii: e

"ufia EOO-foot right-of—way for the road to U. 8. Highway 85; a loo—foot

‘ ;&‘rightuof*way for the road between the two Fort Union areas, and 500 feet 5ﬁf5ﬂf

_ of Scenic easemenﬁ on eaeh side of the entrance road. The eonstruetion ;}f S
‘of certain unﬂerupasses alang the road for the passage of eattle will be ¥ ;;gi:!f[

:'_Lrequired by the donor._ An enginaer's report, eontaining an accurate L

-  boundary descripﬁion, will he auhmitted later, aa will a suggested devel- :

;opment plan for the area, if it is establiahed as a national monument. B h*ff

" H, Relationship of Site to Areas Already Aﬁministered by thional Park
Lo Service " . S : :

-_ Fort Union is approximately 100 miles from the Region III Head— ;:f'

15,




quarters of the Natianal Park Service in Santa Fa‘ _and about 13.0 miles '} AT

| :'southwes‘c cf Gapulin Eational """_onument. Most oi‘ the other National Park

areas in I\Tew Meﬂco ara mthin a day's autamobile drive rrom For-t Union. - e

| Ragi ‘_"'ial: Hist@rian PR ; o :
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F%GTORS LEADING TQ TﬂE BUILDIHG GF FﬂRT UNION

From thrae a'ci.oek: to six on the aftemoan of August 18,

. j_g'-isi«;s, the 111:1:19 adobe - city of Senta Fe echoed the cadence of:
| marching fest, A sinuous, blue: column pcmred from the monntains

4o the east.and ‘filled’ this ancient seaw‘: of" bpanish and Mexiean
: authority Wi’tih a throng ‘of soldiery, . Before the sun seb, & new: = . .
fleg flew over the Governor's Palace, and a new ere of New h&‘exicoﬂ*;; el

“histovy had its inception. Its prophet was Brigedier-Genersl

;ﬂ»--‘Stem:x_en i» Kearney, who, on the following morning. 1ntoned %oa
curious native g‘thering in the plazat : e

Ve We have come among you to take pasaession of ﬂew (
. “Mexico, which we do in the name of the Govement of I
" the United States. We have come with peaceable’ 1nten- S
tions and kind feelings toward- you ell, We come as -
.. friends o better your conditions ... You . ere no lon- . -
L ger. Mexican sub:jecw, you :ere nmf oecome American el td-
. zens w.., I-am your governor e hencseforth leck to
C i me- for proteetion ....‘,_“.;_. - Y : :

S "Keamey" 8 conquest WS perpetuated on. February 2, 1848, by o

" the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which gave to the United States .~ -

©. o not anly New . Mexico. but Upper California ag well -~ an area of -
“almost a8 million square miles,s - September’ 541880, ‘a8 part of

L. Clay's famous Omnibus Bill P better known as the: Gempromise ol

‘eaptward o the divide between ‘the San Juan Valley and the Rio- o
. Grande: xorthward along: the dlvide to the thirty-eighth’ parallel

.._'Gmdeo East of the Rio Grande t};@ Seu‘bhern bound&ry Tan along R,
" the. thirty—-aecond parallel of latitude to the 103rd Meridian of

- New Mexicot

“ 1850, Congress organizeﬂ overp one»fourth of this huge area. into e

~ ¥he Territory of New Mexico, - The sasters boundery was fixed om . .~ =
‘the 103rd Meridian of Longitude, the western line wes the same = - .~ |
ag the eaatem lite of Galifernia, the northern ‘noandary ran on T
- %he thirty-severth perallel of latitude from thé Californis 1ine S

and eastward along that psrallel to the 103rd Meridian, The sou—z S
~ thern boundery was the international boundary, which was in dig- -
_ pube with ¥exico, from the mouth of the Gila River to the Rio . . :

7 longitude.  Thus in 1853, with the sddition of the Gadsden Pur- -~
. -chagé of sbout 50 000" sguere miles, the Pers itory of New Mextico
 included all of the present states of New Mexicc and Arizona, L

"_and parts or Go].orado and: Nevada. '_ _ 5 .;_ , . _

o It wes e strange lend -- this newest accretion of the Uni- PRSI
- ted States, Licutenant Colonel Fmory; with Kearney's advance -
. guard, gives us HY- impression—i‘—hat is now central western




