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INTRODUCTION

This narrative history of Canyonlands National Park, Arches

National Park, and Natural Bridges National Monument contains the

basic components for such a study as outlined in National Park

Sepvice Guideline NPS-28 for historic cultural resources. The

narrative overview of the history of the parks and the lands

around them, the bulk of this report, has been done for a number

of reasons. First and foremost it provides a regional context so

that the history of the parks 1is not evaluated in a vacuum
created by the lines drawn by park planners or Congress that may

or may not have any historical basis. Second, it facilitates

the evaluation of sites recorded under Option A of this contract

by helping to place the resources recorded in the field into

larger regional, state-wide, or national contexts. This leads

directly to their evaluation for the National Park Service List
of Classified Structures and the National Register of Historic
Places. Also, this study serves as a supporting reference in the

preparation of any National Register of Historic Places forms

that might be deemed necessary after the field work and evalua-

tion process has been completed.
The second use of this study will Dbe by members of the park

staffs in executing theilr duties. First, this study and the

results of the Option A contract work will allow resource

managers to set their priorities for historic resource manage-=




ment. Ancillary to that, the combined package will help in other
resource management decisions by outlining which resources
need to be protected and which ones do not have historic values.
Secondarily, the parks' interpretative staffs may find infor-
mation useful to their programs in the narrative study or
possibly sites they wish to include in future interpretative
programs. The final purpose of this study, to create a lengthy,
annotated bibliography, not only helps with this work but

identifies sources that can be used for site-specific research.

Further, the bibliography may prove of value to future re-

searchers interested in the parks and the region.

Two factors contribute to the accuracy or inaccuracy of
available local histories of southeastern Utah. The first is the
ever-present, though sometimes subtle, Mormon bias that crops up
in many accounts. This frequently leads to veneration of some
historical characters, not due to actual deeds, but because of
religious affiliation. The second comes from the fact that many
area occupants did not take the time or have the inclination to
keep accurate records. When such a situation existed it opened
the door for legends to grow, and if repeated often enough these
half-truths became accepted as fact. For example, in southeast-
ern Utah outlaws such as Butch Cassidy or Bill McCarty were
present, but exactly what they did, where they stayed, or
who they saw will probably never be known, as their type of
business did not lend itself to extensive or accurate record

keeping. Further, the human nature of area residents entered the
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picture as some of those individuals wanted to be known to have
associated with such colorful characters, feeling such a tie
might add to their stature in the local community. Finally, the
problem of incomplete records for some facets of the area's
history means that information has to be gathered from potential-
ly less reliable sources or filled in after the fact by depending
on memory as expressed through oral or written memoirs. The most
glaring example of the lack of records comes from the creation of
Canyonlands National Park. In the words of Lloyd M. Pierson, a
park ranger at Arches National Park at the time:

First of all most, if not all, of the government documents

of that period [MISSION 661 in the files at Arches and

Canyonlands National Parks have been destroyed. Apparently

a clerk sent to a school on files management took 1t upon

herself to apply literally the "save it three years only"

directive and threw out all this material.
Such gaps in the historic record, no matter how carefully
reconstructed later, can never be fully filled. Despite these
problems, evaluation and organization of existing information can
help provide a useable narrative.

Thematic studies of history and cultural resources create a
convenient tool not»only for the preparation of contextural
evaluations, but also act to clarify events and provide a
continuity often lost when history becomes nothing more than
lists of names and dates. Finally, the thematic approach tends
to create a history that includes not only the great or near

great, but also frequently the unknown, or at least descriptions

of their lifestyles.




After examination of the history of southeastern Utah two
underlying theses become apparent. The first is that the natural
isolation and rugged terrain of the region meant that it was one
of the last areas in Utah to be settled, and moreover people
there tended to be much more susceptible than other Uthans to
outside influences, such as those from the neighboring Colorado -
mining towns of the late nineteenth century. The second thesis
applicable to the study area is that through much of its Euro-
American history local economic activity tended to be dominated
by one industry or another and any changes in that industry, be
it cattle raising or uranium mining, could and frequently did
have dire consequences for the area. This led to a boom and bust
cycle experience in local history, including the parks. Often
times the boom and bust went hand in hand with the control
outside forces had in regional affairs, such as a glut on the
Chicago beef market, or during the 1950s when the Atomic Energy
Commission first caused and then ended the uranium boom. These
two theses, trends or characteristics, by whatever label, run
through all the themes used in this study.

For Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges there are ten
themes which have been identified through the secondary and
primary research completed for this study. Those themes in-
clude: 1) Early Exploration and the Fur Trade; 2) the Early
Settlement of Utah and the Mormon Frontiers; 3) the Cattle

Frontier and the Early Settlement of Southeastern Utah; 4) the

Outlaws of the Region; 5) Early Mining, 0il Exploration, and




Lumbering in Southeastern Utah; 6) the Development of Transporta-
tion and Southeastern Utah's Isolation; 7) Livestock Raising and
Settlement After 19003 8) the Conservation Movement and the
Growth of Federal Influences in Southeastern Utah; 9) World War
IT and After; 10) the Development of the Region's National Parks
and Monuments: World War II and After(See Figure 1). Within each
of these there are sub-~themes, such as in exploration, the fur
trade serves as a sub-theme, being viewed mostly as a different
type of exploration, thus an associated sub-theme within the
larger theme. The same type of relationship exists in other
themes as well, such as the sub-themes of settlement and ranching
that in the history of southeastern Utah tend to constitute one
theme.

The first theme, exploration and the fur trade, spans more
than two centuries, from the mid-eighteenth century Spanish
expeditions to the area through the work of the United States
Geological Survey of the 1950s looking for uranium. The theme
encompasses explorations of two distinet types. First, those
performed from the 1780s through the Civil War tended to focus on
locating travel routes to and across the region, and aside from
some visits into the lands of the modern parks, had very little
impact on the parks. The second phase, starting after the Civil
War (1865) de-emphasized finding routes. Instead these explora-
tions focused on accurate mapping of the area and evaluating the

quantities and types of natural resources, from water to uranium,

avallable for economic development. As a direct result of those




efforts much information on Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural
Bridges became available to the public. The notable exception
came from railroaders who hoped to use the Colorado River's
canyon as a route to the Pacific.

During the first phase of exploration Spaniards led the way
through their control of the region until the Mexico gained her
independence in 1821. That date marked the beginning of Anglo-
American exploration and travel into the region when fur traders
and trappers began to use the 0ld Spanish Trail as a route to the
Great Basin from Santa Fe and Taos, New Mexico. The fur trade
came to an end during the 1840s, but within a few years other
explorers, some representing the United States government and
others from the Mormon Church, traversed the study area, includ-
ing the first recorded visit to what became Canyonlands National
Park. After the outbreak of the Civil War and the early Mormon
failures at settlement in southeastern Utéh during the 1850s
exploration of the region halted until the late 1860s. Maj.
John Wesley Powell's 1869 trip down the Green and Colorado Rivers
marked the beginning of the second phase of exploration that
continued for nearly a century. These expeditions came to the
region to find resources and accurately map the lands. They
collectively added hundreds of volumes of information to the then
growing pool of knowledge about southeastern Utah.

The second theme, the settlement of Utah and the Mormon
frontier lasted from the 1820s through the 1880s. The early date

for beginning this theme was chosen because an understanding of




the Mormon experience before their migration to Utah in 1847 is
necessary to understand roots of the characteristics typical of
Mormon settlement throughout Utah. For southeastern Utah, the
Mormon experience can be divided into two distinet periods,
divided by the Civil War much as exploration was. During the
1ate 1840s and into the 1850s the Church followed an aggressive
policy of colonization of the lands of modern Utah and beyond.
Conflicts with the local native American populations, however,
forced a retrenchment of settlement by the 1860s. The second
phase began during the 1870s, as once again Church leaders under
Brigham Young sought to expand their area of influence. For the
study area this included a colony, the Peace Mission, at Bluff as
well as other settlements that grew after 1880. By that date,
however, large portions of southeastern Utah had already been
occupied by other, non-Mormon, Anglo-Americans.

The third theme, the cattle frontier and early settlement,
is one of the most important for the study area's history.
Despite all the explorations or church-sponsored attempts at
settlement no group. was more responsible for the tone of late
nineteenth century development in southeastern Utah, including
the lands of the modern parks, than the cattlemen. Froﬁ the
18708 through the early decades of the twentieth century, stock
raisers struggled with the natural environment as well as wildly
fluctuating markets to make a living. The cattlemen arrived in
the area from a variety of other locations including Texas, New

Mexico, Colorado, and elsewhere in Utah. Initially, most of them




ran only small herds, but by the mid-1880s many of the pioneers
had sold out to larger companies, such as the Carlisles or the
Pittsburgh Cattle Company. This trend was reversed by the end of
the century as the large corporations, unable to stay solvent,
gave way again to smaller operations.

At the same time that the large companies developed the
Mormon Church again sent colonies of farmers intc the region to
settle. But within a few years these agriculturalists all but
gave up the plow for the branding iron. With the arrival of the
Mormons the circle of outside influences that.so dominated the
region's early history stood complete. The influence that stands
out most in the minds of modern iocal residents, however, was the
Texas cowboy. Hundreds of those cowpokes came to the area with
the large cattle companies. As outsiders who shared almost none
of the same values as the Mormon population, the cowboys came Tto
be viewed as the cause of a variety of local social problems from
drunkenness to murder. The other impact of the cattle frontier
on the region was to force solutions to the long-pending Indian
question, sometimes through violence, other times through
negotiation.

The next theme, the outlaw period, is closely associated
historically with the cattle frontier. Spanning approximately
twenty years from the 1880s through the early years cf the
twentieth century, this phase of local history is very colorful
even though it is of minimal significance in the parks' or area's

overall history. Criminality in southeastern Utah has been




associated closely with the influx of Texas cowboys because many
of these same herders became minor or amateur malefactors,
getting into fights of stealing a few head of cattle now and
then. By and large though they tended to remain amateur out-
laws. The other group, the professionals, such as the McCarty
family of the La Sal Mountains or later Butch Cassidy and his
Wild Bunch, also were associated locally with the cattle frontier
because some of the professionals used jobs as cowboys as a cover
to hide behind. The other association the study area, particu-
larly the detached portion of Canyonlands National Park, has with
the outlaw period comes from its proximity to Robbers Roost, a
well known area used as a hideout by murders and bandits travel-
ing the Outlaw Trail to escape capture. No other stop, except
perhaps the Hole in the Wall locale of Wyoming, or Brown's Hole
on the Colorado-Utah border, are more widely associated with the
infamous law breakers of the "Wild West" than Utah's Robbers
Roost. Many of the criminals of the era passed through the study
area and no doubt a number of them took advantage of the hundreds
of canyons and caves within the parks for shelter during their
getaways.

Coincidental with the outlaw period, the early phase of
mining and lumbering development occurred in southeastern Utah.
This constitutes another, albeit minor, theme in the region's
history. The early mining history of the region typifies the
impacts of outside influences -- namely the Colorado-San Juan

mining boom, on the region. Prospectors drawn to that area
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searched southeastern Utah as well, hunting for the '"mother
lode." Also, the mining camps of Colorado offered markets for
the beef and other products of the study area. Lumbering on the
other hand, remained a strictly localized industry to provide
building materials and some fuel for nearby residents until coal
from mines elsewhere in Utah, hauled by rail, made a different
type of fuel available before 1900.

Transportation development in southeastern Utah, whether it
was the railroad hauling cocal or the modern super highways,
constitutes the next, very important theme for regional history.
As with much of the West the availability or lack of transpor-
tation dictated many of the developments that occurred in the
study area. The isolation, measured by standards of miles or
days of travel from other areas, to southeastern Utah acted to
discourage settlement just as did the lack of great tracts of
arable land and water. Starting with the 01d Spanish Trail
during the early 1800s that skirted modern Arches National Park,
through the next eighty years the study area remained, to borrow
a cliche, off the beaten path. By the later date, after the
Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad built its line north of
the study area, some roads and trails had been built but once the
railroad became available much travel was reoriented north and
south from the rail line at Thompson's Springs. After the turn
of the century this trend continued with the construction of
automobile highways as exemplified today by the route of Inter-

state 70. Even the great rivers, frequently seen as avenues of
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commerce for other areas, proved to be nothing more than impedi-
ments to travel in southeastern Utah. They could not be success-
fully navigated by boats capable of carrying goeds and people and
their steep canyon walls and limited number of fords further
limited the choices of routes for road builaers. Nevertheless,
local residents tried unsuccessfully to use the rivers as avenues
of commerce at different times.

The next theme, livestock raising after 1900, tends to be
nearly all inclusive of the parks' and study area's history from
1900 through the end of World War II. During this period
ranching went through a second evolution as the era started with
a number of small ranches scattered throughout the study area,
some of which remained small, while others were consolidated into
larger holdings. Typical of that trend toward growth, the
Scorup-Sommerville and Redd ranches, in their respective periods,
ranked among the largest livestock holdings in Utah. From 1900
through 1945 livestock raising dominated the economic life of the
region; towns existed to serve the ranchers and many fortunes
rose or fell in direct relation to beef or wool prices. The
second feature of southeastern Utah stockraising that differen-
tiated the twentieth century from the nineteenth was the growth
and then decline of dryland farming and sheep raising. The dry-
land boom proved to be short as crop prices and rainfall declined
after 1920, forcing many farmers out of business. After synthe-
tic fibers became available, decreasing the wool market, sheep

raising lost some of the importance it enjoyed briefly. The
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other factor that impacted local ranching and life during the
twentieth century has been the growing role of the federal
government in the area.

The federal government and the growth of the conservation
movement is the other prominent theme in the twentieth century
history of southeastern Utah, as indeed it is for much of the
state and the West. Beginning during the closing years of the
nineteenth century, the federal government changed its philosophy
about Western lands from unregulated use and abuse to one of
preservation and controlled use to halt the rapid degradation of
America's natural wealth. This philosophical reorientation led
to the creation of federal timber reserves (National Forests),
federal development of water resources and the preservation of
America's scenic, scientific, and cultural heritage through the
National Park Service. In southeastern Utah this new trend
became apparent only after the turn of the century. But from
Theodore Roosevelt's administration on through World War II and
beyond, the federal government's role in the region has grown.
The Great Depression and relief programs of the 1930s solidified
this relationship.

The next theme, southeastern Utah's history since Worid War
II, tends to be a continuation of certain trends, such as the
importance of grazing or the relationship with the federal
government, as well as the addition of new factors. The most
dramatic developments of the post-war period have been the growth

of the energy industry, first uranium mining and secondly, oil
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and natural gas well drilling, and the development of a tourist
industry based on the outdoor recreation opportunities offered
by southeastern Utah. The federal government played an active
role in stimulating and/or controlling those new industries.

Of the federal agencies active in the region after World War
II none has had a greater stabilizing influence than the National
Park Service and its work to develop recreation-tourist facili-
ties. Before World War II both Arches and Natural Bridges
National Monuments existed, but their use by visitors remained
small because of access and facility limitations. Under the
leadership of Conrad L. Wirth the National Park Service under-
took a massive program, known as MISSION 66, to upgrade and
expand America's national parks and monuments. In the study area
this led to vast improvements in roads, campgrounds and other
facilities at Arches and Natural Bridges. At the same time Wirth
also encouraged further studies that resulted in the establish-
ment of Canyonlands National Park in 1964. Seven years later
Arches National Monument became Arches National Park, and along
with Canyonlands and Natural Bridges, the three became the
cornerstone of southeastern Utah's modern tourist industry.

Chronologically the themes outlined above tend to overlap at
a number of points in time. In the earliest period, approximate-
ly 1760 through 1821, only one theme, Spanish exploration,
applies. Starting with Juan de Rivera's 1765 trips to south-
eastern Utah, Spanish involvement continued in 1776 with the

Dominguez-Escalante Expedition. From then until the i810s,
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traders out of New Mexico frequented the area, developing the
0ld Spanish Trail as a trade route to central Utah and the
Pacific coast. During the 1820s, 1830s and 1840s, the Hispanic
traders were Jjoined by a number of other Euro-Americans -- the
fur trappers and traders.

By the 1840s the fur trade went into a decline, and with it
tpaders ceased to use the 01d Spanish Trail. But during the
later years of that decade, 1847 specifically, the Mormon
migration to Utah began. It was not until the 1850s that the
Mormons made their first attempts to settle southeastern Utah
with the Elk Mountain Mission'(Moab) that was founded and failed
in 1855. The 1850s also witnessed a few federal explofations of
the region, such as Captain J.M, Macomb's. The area had belonged
to the United States since the Mexican Cession of 1848.

The first six years of the 1860s marked a time of inactivity
in the Anglo-American history of southeastern Utah. By the end
of the decade, however, federal exploration resumed in the area
with expeditions led by John Wesley Powell, George Wheeler, and
Ferdinand V. Hayden. .

The 1870s started as a continuation of the explorations of
the 1860s, but before the decade ended the first permanent
settlers, mostly cattlemen, had arrived and set up ranches from
the La Sal Mountains and Moab south to what is now the Navaijo
reservation. Many of them came to take advantage of markets

offered by the then developing Colorado mining camps nearby.
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The 1880s witnessed the further development of ranching and
town building in the region, notably the founding of Bluff in
1880 as the Mormon Peace Mission. Cattle began to graze the some
areas of the modern parks by the beginning of the decade, if not
earlier. In 1889 exploration of the Colorado River by the
Denver, Colorado Canyon & Pacific Railroad toock place. Six
years earlier the Denver & Rio Grande had finished its line north
of the study area leading to new developments in transportation
and road building. The other theme associated with the 1880s,
the outlaws, proved to be rather short lived, ending as a period
by 1800 or soon thereafter.

Southeastern Utah during the 1890s witnessed a number of
changes and events that appeared comparatively minor at the time,
but that set the stage for a number of important future activi-
ties. Among these the decline of the large cattle companies,
prevalent during the 1880s, and the re-emergence of the smaller
ranches, as well as a trend toward more sheep on the local ranges
marked the decade as one of adjustment. Equally, the beginning
of uranium mining in« the region dates to the 1890s as do the
beginnings on the national level, of federal efforts at resource
conservation and protection. TFor Utah 1896 became a very
important year with the granting of statehood by the national

government.

The new state and its southeastern corner entered the
twentieth century with optimistic hopes for the future. In the

first decade of the new century Utah received its first National
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Monument when President Theodore Roosevelt set aside Natural
Bridges in 1908. This became the beginning, albeit small, of
southeastern Utah's modern tourist industry. During the previous
two years the President had established La Sal and Monticello
National Forests. All these happenings marked the 1800s as the
first of many decades of federal involvement in the region.

The 1910s, punctuated by World War I, marked a short-lived
boom for southeastern Utah. Sheep, wool, and cattle prices
reached new highs that encouraged more grazing both in and
outside the modern parks. Also, the inflated wartime prices led
some people to attempt dryland farming and others to propose
massive irrigation systems for farmers. As the weather and
markets changed for the worse by the early 1920s both of those
phases passed. In 1912 the first bridge over the Colorado River
at Moab opened, putting an end to thirty years of ferry service.
Two years earlier Al Scorup became the first area resident to buy
a car, but he had few places to drive it. During 1811-1912 the
Kolb brothers toock their eventful photographic trip down the
Green and Colorado Rivers and four years later Bert Loper became
active in boating, together those events marked the modern
beginnings of tourism on the area's rivers.

Following the excitement of World War I, the 1920s appeared
rather tame for the study area, especially as meat prices began
to decline. During the decade, however, some progress was made
in other areas of endeavor. For example, the first complete

mapping of Cataract Canyon took place, oil and natural gas
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discoveries were made in what is now Canyonlands National Park,
and in 1929 President Herbert Hoover proclaimed Arches National
Monument. Also of great importance, the first monies to develop
auto highways in the region became available. Despite those
advances the decade closed on a sour note with the Stock Market
Crash of October, 1928.

The 1930s, the Great Depression decade, marked new lows for
the region's economy and new highs in federal activity as
President Franklin D. Roosevelt set his New Deal in motion to
speed economic recovery. Millions of federal dollars were pumped
into Utah through agencies such as the Civilian Conservation
Corps, to build roads, make range improvements, study Arches
National Monument, and for a variety of other purposes. Also, as
part of this effort a new agency, the Grazing Service (modern
Bureau of Land Management) took control of most of the remaining
public land in southeastern Utah in 1934, including most of what
became Canyonlands National Park, and set about to stop further
deterioration of the range through grazing controls. The
decade ended with the study area still firmly locked in the grip
of the Depression.

The next decade, the 19u40s, started slowly for residents of
the region, but by the end of it the entire area was in the midst
of a boom of unprecedented proportions as uranium fever gripped
the Colorado Plateau. The uranium boom continued into the mid-
1950s fed by a number of bonuses from the Atomic Energy Commis-

sion. Also, o0il and natural gas exploration, an on again-off
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again business since the 1830s reached new highs. Finally, in
1955 National Park Service Director Wirth launched & ten year
improvement program known as MISSION 66. It led to vast improve-
ments at Arches and Natural Bridges National Monument. The
establishment of Canyonlands National Park in 1964 came at a time
of transition in the National Park Service from development(MIS-
SION 66) to preservation. This and the 1950s construction of
@len Canyon Dam and the impoundment of Lake Powell led directly
to the expansion of tourism as an industry of major proportions
in southeastern Utah.

The continuation of the tourism and oil and natural gas
industries, despite the retrenchment of uranium mining, marked
the 1960s and 1970s. Southeastern Utah approached a new economic
stability without the extreme boom and bust cycles of earlier
vears. Booms and busts still occur, however, due to other
industries, especially tourism, these cycles do not have the
severity they once did. In 1971 tourism received another boost
when Arches National Monument became Arches National Park through
an act of Congress. The vacation industry, as exemplified by the
National Park Service's contribution to the region, became one of
the economic mainstays of the study area during the 1970s and
early 1980s. Presently, the region looks forward to the continu-
ed flow of tourists and other, more stable socurces of income to
avoid the previous economic ups and downs that plagued the first

one hundred and ten years of intensive Anglo-American occupation.
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Endnote -- Introduction

lLloyd M Pierson, "New Park Studies at Canyonlnds National
Park, 1959 and 1960, and Events Leading Up to Them," mss, D. 1.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE AREA OF CANYONLANDS, ARCHES, AND NATURAL BRIDGES

Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges are located in an
area known as the Colorado Plateau region of southeastern Utah.
The Colorado Plateau is one of three major physiographic
provinces within Utah. The Rocky Mountain Province is in
northeastern Utah and includes the Uinta and Wasatch Mountain

Ranges. Western Utah contains the Basin and Range Province

Plateau Province, in east-central and southeastern Utah,
stretches south of the Uinta Basin into Arizona.l That region

contains a variety of classically beautiful natural features

ineluding canyons, mesas, arches, deserts, bridges, and slick-
rock. Those landforms, common throughout the entire study area,
have made the Colorado Plateau well known for its varied natural
landscape. The Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges study
area is bounded by the Abajo Mountains (Blue Mountains) on the
southeast, the Henry “Mountains on the west, and the la Sal (Elk
Mountains) on the east. TFarther west of the area lies the San
Rafael Reef and Swell, an area of nearly impassable, inhospit-
able, but scenic badlands. North of the study area lies the
Green River desert that extends into the northern edges of Arches

National Park. The northern edge of that desert is clearly

i characterized Dby deserts and mountain ranges. The Colorado

defined near the study area by the Book Cliffs that rise dra-
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matically from the desert floor. Higher plateaus lie farther
north and south of the region.? (See Figure 2)

The Colorado Plateau is named for the Colorado River which
traverses the area approximately from northeast to southwest.
This river and its tributaries have dominated the erosion
activity which, along with the wind and weather has formed the
modern landscape. The Colorado River meets with its major
tributary, the Green River, in Canyonlands National Park. The
Colorado-Green River confluence divides Canyonlands National Park
into three separate, distinct areas. Island in the Sky and White
Rim lie between the two rivers. East of the Colorado River lies
the Needles and Salt Creek with their canyons and mesas. The
Maze lies to the west of the rivers. Within Canyonlands National
Park every canyon, arroyo, slope, or wash eventually leads to the
Colorado River. 1In Arches National Park the Coloradc River forms
a portion of the eastern and southern boundary.3 Arches is not
divided by river courseé, but rather, the various formations have
provided the major subdivisions. These divisions include the
Devils Garden in the northeast, Klondike Bluffs to the west, Salt
Valley in the north-central and northwest section, Petrified
Sand Dunes and the Windows lie in the southeast section of the
Park. The washes, creeks, and arroyos of Arches National Park

flow to the Colorado River eventually. Natural Bridges, much
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FIGURE 2 The'Stud Area And Its Setting
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smaller than the other two parks, also depends on the presence of
canyons and erosion for its scenic attractions, even though it is
not on a major river. Thanks to the carving erosional action of
the Colorado and Green Rivers the geologic structure has been
revealed for scientists to study the rich and varied geologic
history of the area.

The majority of geologic activity shaping the earth's
surface occurred in the Precambrian period, approximately four
and one-half billion years ago. This represents the first,
geologic time division. During this time the surface of the then
molten earth cocled, forming the crust. Much volcanic activity
took place worldwide, with resultant lava flows causing numerous
changes in the structure or textural composition of rocks due to
heat, pressure, and chemical action. The Paleozoic Era, which
followed the Precambrian, has been divided into seven periods by
geologists. These man-made demarcations include the Cambrian
(600 million years ago); Ordovician (500 million years ago);
Silurian (425 million years ago); Devonian (405 million years
ago); Mississippian (345 million years ago); Pennsylvanian (310
million years ago); and Permian (280 million years ago).

The Cambrian or first period within this era was character-
ized by shallow seas which covered large areas and left the first
abundant records of early marine life. Varied geologic activity
continued through the Pennsylvanian period, when great coal-
forming fern swamps flourished along with the first reptiles.

Within the study area, at Cataract Canyon, geologists have found
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evidence of this marine basin. Known specifically to the
Colorado Plateau as the Paradox Formation of the Hermosa Group,
these present day water level rocks provide evidence of the
Pennsylvanian Period. Travelling up the hillside one can see
sandstone, shale, and limestone that indicate the Honaker Trail
formation.

The subsequent Permian periocd rocks provide evidence of
cyclical ocean presence into and out of the region. This
movement created some of the beautiful formations in the study
area, including the Needles and Maze. Increased reptile life and
greater numbers of ferns and conifers characterized this period.
The Permian period is the last within the Paleozoic era. A time
gap of thirty million years between the Permian and Triassic
period of the Mesozoic era is steeped in mystery as a result of
excessive erosion that destroyed all the geologic clues. No
evidence remains of this time within the study area.

The Mesozoic Era followed the Paleozoic and scientists
divided this era into three periods. Much evidence of this Era
can be found throughout the study area. The Triassic period,
characterized by the earliest evolution of dinosaurs, also
witnessed the earliest development of some insects. Extensive
volcanic activity took place in the eastern part of North
America. Within Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges
geologists credited this period with a number of formations near

the mesa tops, including the Moenkopi, the Chinle, and Wingate.
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These formations have yielded abundant evidence of a shallow sea
and the fossil record indicates it teemed with life.

The Upper Triassic and later Jurassic (180 million years to
230 million years ago) periods are indicated in the buttes of the
region. During these periods the Sierra Nevada mountains to the
far west were uplifted and primitive birds appeared. In the
later Cretaceous period, approximately 135 million years ago, the
Rocky Mountains rose to the east and dinosaurs reached maturity
and began to die out. Coincidental to the extinction of the
gigantic reptiles, small, primitive mammals appeared. Within
Arches, the Mancos Shale and Dakota Sandstone formations date to
this period, while other evidence of these times probably has
eroded away. (See Figure 3) The final and most recent Era,
the Cenozoic is composed of two periods, the Tertiary (65 million
to 10 million years ago) and Quaternary (600,000 to 12,000 years
ago). These periods saw rapid development of more complicated
mammals, including early man, and the continued uplifting of
western North America including the Rockies. In the Quaternary
period glaciers covered much of northern North America and
northwestern Europe. At that time frequent volcanic activity
rocked the western United States. At the end of the period
giant mammals became extinct while human cultures developed
and spread. During more recent periods the action of freezing
water in rock fissures has caused giant rock slabs to fall from
cliff faces and fins, and this, combined with continued wind and

water erosion, have formed many of the spectacular features such
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FIGURE 3 Geologic Time Chart
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as the arches and natural bridges that made Arches National Park
and National Bridges National Monument famous. These interesting
and breathtaking features of the study area have defined and
limited usage through recent history of the area by man. "

Aside from geologic characteristics that led to land form
restrictions, the climate of the area also resulted in delayed
permanent settlement by Euro-Americans. The modern climate of
the region is arid with hot, dry summers and cold, dry winters.
Total precipitation averages approximately five inches per year.
One author states that Arches National Park averages 8.5 inches
per year. Snowfall averages slightly more than 4% inches per
year. The precipitation range from 5 inches fo 8.5 inches per
year limits the types of flora and fauna that inhabit the
region. Precipitation in the summer and fall is primarily from
thunderstorms. These downpours frequently turn the dry washes,
arroyos, and canyons into dangerous torrents of flash flood
water. Observers have noted that in the summer the moisture from
these sforms can evaporate or be absorbed within a few hours,
leaving no evidence of the passing of the storm except for water
collected in depressions in the slickrock. The final weather
cpg;acteristic, spring and summer windstorms, can pick up the
fine sand particles and turn them into clouds of blowing dust.®

Annual temperatures in southeastern Utah average slightly
more than 50 degrees Fahrenheit. Lows reaching only into the

teens are common in January while in July and August temperatures

occasionally can go well above 100° F. This high temperature
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average, combined with limited rainfall result in hot, dry summer
days. This, accompanied by the seasonal winds, create unenviable
conditions that many Euro-Americans found unappealing. .Since
many did not find the climate conducive to extensive settlement
it served to enhance the natural, wilderness isolation of the
region.5

Reliable, permanent water sources exist in the two rivers
which cross the area. The Colorado River, approximately 1,450
miles long, provides water to Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, New
Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, and Mexico. As the river
flows around Arches National Park and through Canyonlands
National Park it is located in deep canyons that are not suitable
for construction of irrigation systems. Furthermore, today
usage'of the Colorado River water is restricted by the Colorado
River Compact of 1922. This document divides the water of the
Colorado River between two areas, the Upper Colorado and Lower
Colorado River Basins. States within each basin then decided
water allocations among themselves. As a result all water has
been allocated and most diverted to a variety of users.(See
Figure 4). The Green River, as a major tributary of the Color-
ado, is also affected by the Colorade River Compact. Prior to
the Compact irrigators attempted to build their dams and canals
in the region, but the area of Canyonlands National Park, Arches
National Park, and Natural Bridges National Monument proved, as
stated earlier, not easily adaptable to water diversion tech-

nology for local use because of the high canyon walls which

29




FIGURE 4 The Colorado River System
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surround the rivers. This lack of irrigation compounded the
minimal water availability problem and with the canyons of the
region, all those factors severely curtailed permanent, large-
gcale, irrigation systems or their resultant settlement in the
region. Even though there are a handful of permanent water
sources such as Hatch Wash or Salt Creek in the Needles District
of Canyonlands National Park, most washes and creeks that cross
the study area, do not provide a reliable, continuous water
supply beyond small dams for livestock and catch ponds.7

Despite limited water supplies, a variety of animals have
utilized the area of Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges.
The earliest faunal inhabitants of the area include dinosaurs
who, based on the paleontological record, occupied portions of
Arches approximately 230 million years ago. Remains of these
reptiles have been found at Yellow Cat Flat, near Wolfe ranch and
near Dalton Well. The variety and scope of these fossils are
limited in the study area, but in the same formations farther
east, near Fruita, Colorado, rich diverse finds have been
discovered. It is 4indeed likely that a variety of dinosaurs,
including Iguanodecn, a plant éater, and a number of meat eaters,
once roamed the area. Along with reptilian remains, evidence of
prehistoric plant life remains locked in the fossil record. 8

Animal and plant life recorded by modern man in the Canyon-
lands, Arches, and Natural Bridges area is wide, reflecting a
variety of types. The range of plants may surprise those un-

familiar with the region given the difficulties of life on
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the Colorado Plateau. Because of the limited water supply in the
area plant and animal life is primarily similar to the flora and
fauna of other desert habitats. Records of animals sighted in
Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges indicate a great diver-
sity. Those observed species include hummingbirds, kangaroco
rats, coyotes, snakes, porcupines, mountain lions, big horn
sheep, little brown bats, canyon mice, skunks, squirrels, owls,
canyon wrens, gray foxes and mule deer, amongst others. Twenty
or more species of reptiles thrive in the area from the collared
lizard to the venomous faded midget rattlesnake or the mesa verde
night snake and the non-venomous gopher snake. The Colorado and
Green Rivers contain fifteen varieties of fish including the
Colorado squaw-fish and introduced species such as the channel
catfish.

Plant life is also surprisingly varied. The plant life in
the study area has also adapted to the limited water with
juniper, yucca, and pine trees the most common in the region.
Approximately forty-five percent of Arches, has been defined as
pinon-3juniper woodlamd. Within the pinon-juniper woodlands is a
peculiar type of soil known as cryptogamic soil. This variety of
soil is common to the Colorado Plateau and other arid regions.
The soil is well adapted to the arid environment because it
absorbs moisture and resists erosion due to its peculiar com=-
position of sand, lichen, moss, algae and fungi. Cryptogamic
soil is remarkably well suited to the Canyonlands, Arches and

Natural Bridges region. It is very fragile and literally scars
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when walked on or driven over, with the impressions taking years
to recover. Other plants found in the region include Devil's
Claw (cactus), Blackbrush, and Fremont cottonwoods. Euro-
Americans introduced Tamarisk, a hearty desert plant which has
flourished along stream beds in the study area. In the recent
past, early settlers, however, described portions of the study
area as covered with thick grass, sagebrush, and rabbit brush.
The grass grew stirrup-high. This high grass appealed to
early cattlemen who moved into the area during the middle-to-late
nineteenth century to take advantage of low cost grazing possibi-
lities. They proved to be the beginning of one large wave of
people to move into the region.9

The earliest evidence of human inhabitants of the present
day southwestern section of the United States date to approxi-
mately 25,000 years ago. These Paleo-Indians were nomadic and
wandered throughout the area for four thousand years, until
approximately 7,000 BC. Evidence of their presence has been
found and classified as belonging to the Folsom period. The next.
group to occupy part of Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges
were the hunters and gatherers known as Archaic or Desert Culture
indians. These people lived in the area for approximately 5,000
years, until 3,000 years ago. There are a few extant remains of
this group. Archaic Indians, hunters and gatherers, followed
seasonal movement patterns to exploit various food supplies.

After the Archaic period little human occupation is recorded

until approximately 1,000 years ago. At that time the Anasazi
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and Fremont peoples entered the region. These two different
groups lived in a similar agricultural manner and frequently
traded with each other. These prehistoric Indians vanished from
the study area for unknown but heavily speculated reasons. Those
two groups are known in the study area for the rich store of
Indian pictographs and petroglyphs which they left. This
remaining evidence of these peoples has long attracted scholarly
attention to the area.

Historically recorded Indians in the Canyonlands, Arches,
and Natural Bridges region include the Utes, Navaijos, and
Paiutes. The Utes moved int§ the area and controlled the eastern
one half of Utah and central and western Colorado. They lived in
the north/northeastern sections of southeastern Utah. The Utes,
a nomadic people, lived in small, family centered groups.
A subsistence lifestyle characterized these hunting and gathering
people. The Utes hunted small herds of buffalo for many years,
north of Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges before acquir-
ing horses. The introduction of the horse and metal tools, by
the Spanish, aided Ute defenses but did not change their basic
1ifestyles except that with the horse, hunting became more
efficient and as a result by the nineteenth century the horse was
a highly prized possession. Bow and arrow, clubs, and throwing
sticks remained the primary tools used for hunting by Utes who
did not adopt firearms until later. (See Figure 5)

The Navajo Indian frontier was located in the southern

portion of the study area. The Navajos, only a partially nomadic
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people, engaged in agricultural activities including raising
sheep and goats as a food source and to supply fibers. Their
presence in the study area has not been completely researched,
yet evidence does remain of their occupation of the southern
area and raids into lands farther north. A reputed Navajo burial
site was discovered in Arches in 1916 but was not thoroughly
investigated by archeologists until after it had been vandalized
by amateur artifact collectors. Navajo lifestyles reflected
their more sedentary existence and were somewhat sophisticated,
indicating a higher standard of living than their Ute or Paiute
neighbors.l0

The third Indian tribe in the area were the Paiutes. These
Indians were located to the west and southwest of the Canyon-
lands, Arches, and Natural Bridges area. Like the Utes, the
Paiutes adapted to the environment by rotating locations with
seasonal food availability. The Utes, Navajos, and Paiutes had
good survival skills for the area and adapted to the limited
water, wildlife, and flora.

As early occupiers of the region the Utes, Navajos, and
Pajutes came into contact with each successive Euro-American
group who sought to visit or occupy the area. Relations between
the three tribes and others in the region have been filled with
tension since earliest history.ll Those tensions flared into

occasional violence near, but outside the modern parks. The last

Paiute "outbreaks" occurred after 1900.




Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges are characterized
by a natural and historic isolation. The geologic vageries
combined with the aridity of the region have limited permanent
settlement until the nineteenth century when Mormons, cattlemen,
and sheepmen began to face the challenges of the environment.
The Utes, however, did have contact with others who travelled
through the region beginning in the mid-sixteenth century.
Despite the number and variety of these early visitors to the
area, permanent, white settlement did not occur until three
centuries later. Finally, by 1850 settlement of other areas,
including northern Utah and western Colorado affected the
region. While physically isolated and not permanently settled
Native American life in the Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural
Bridges area was affected by a variety of other factors from the
mid-sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries. Those earlier
Euro-American movements in and out of the region provided the
background for nineteenth century settlement attempts as much as

does the historic landscape of the study area.

]
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CHAPTER TWO

SPANISH AND AMERICAN EXPLORATION AND THE FUR TRADE

The vast canyon country of the Colorado Plateau has been a
source of curiosity, excitement, and interest to Europeans and
later Euro-Americans since the mid-sixteenth century. As part of
the Spanish colonial empire the region was explored in a cursory
manner by Spanish military and ecclesiastical expeditions.
Later journeys by other Euro-Americans, including fur traders,
Mormon and federal explorers, greatly expanded knowledge of the
area.

The fifst reported Europeans to approach the area were
twelve Spaniards under the command of Capt. Garcia Lopez de
Cardenas. Cardenas led a scouting party toward the area, but
probably not into it, as part of a larger exploration under the
command of Francisco Vasquez de Coronado. In 1541 Coronado's
troops were searching for the famed seven cities of Cibola. The
wanderings of Coronado and his men formed the basis of the
Spanish claim to southeastern Utah. Coronado's nearly fatal
failure to discover the famed lost cities led to a century of
inactivity by Spain on its northern frontier in the New World.l

By the middle of the seventeenth century Spain had pushed
settlement into New Mexico. During that period soldiers and
missionaries established outposts along the Rio Grande River. In

16808, chafing under Spanish rule, the Pueblo Indians of the

Rio Grande Valley revolted against colonial authority. Spanish
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officials, located in Mexico City, appalled by the violence of
the revolt, sent military expeditions to regain control of
that portion of their New World empire. After the Pueblo Revolt
ended Spanish traders ventured farther north out of New Mexico.
The revolt and a general Native American hostility perceived by
the Spaniards tended to keep them from venturing the hundreds of
miles from Santa Fe to the Colorado Plateau canyen country. It
was not until the middle 1760s that the Spanish visited south-
eastern Utah.

The Spanish government encouraged these explorations into
southeastern Utah during the 17B60s. Spanish trade and contact
with the Utes increased European knowledge of the area and spread
new technology to the Indians. One early Spaniard in the area
may have been Juan Maria Antonio Rivera. Rivera, sent by the
governor of New Mexico in 1765, searched for silver in south-
western Colorado during the summer of that year. On his second
expedition during the fall of 1765 Rivera may have reached the
southern bank of the Colorado River near Arches National Park.
From there the record of his trip becomes clouded and it remains
unknown, but unlikely, that the little band actually made the
journey into any of the present-day parks. Later, other trappers
and traders such as Pedro Mora, Gregario Sandoval, and Andres
Muniz wandered through southeastern Utah after Rivera's return to
New Mexico. Like Rivera, their record is unclear and whether
they were actually in Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges

remains unknown. 2
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The next major Spanish exploration to the northern reaches
of the Spanish frontier occurred in 1776 when Fathers Dominguez
and Escalante traveled throughout western Colorado and eastern
and central Utah. Fray Silvestre Velez de Escalante and [Iray
Francisco Atensio Dominguez followed the established trader's
route north and northwest out of Santa Fe, New Mexico until
reaching the Grand (Coloradc) River near present day Grand
Junction, Colorado. The party continued north and northwest
before leaving Colorado and then headed west, erossing the Green
River north of modern, Jensen Utah. From there they continued on
to central Utah before giving up their attempt to get to Cali~-
formia. Near Cedar City the party turned southeast toward New
Mexico, crossing the Colorado River in an area south of modern
Canyonlands National Park. The party did not visit the lands of
Canyonlands, Arches, and Natural Bridges, but skirted the
entire region of southeastern Utah. The padres did 1little to
encourage further exploration and settlement of the Colorado
Plateau region. Escalante's personal diary and a map of the
Colorado Plateau region by Bernardo de Miero y Pacheco, the
expedition's cartographer, contributed to our early knowledge of
the region.3 However, the failure of Dominguez and Escalante to
find an easy route from Santa Ffe to California while on this
journey led to examination of other routes.

That thrust eventually resulted in the 0ld Spanish Trail
being routed through present-day Moab as a means of making this

arduous journey. While the names and dates of the first Euro-
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peans to travel what became popularly known as the 0ld Spanish
Trail have been lost to history it is certain that the trail
became popular after the Dominguez and Escalante expedition
reports were made public. What became referred to as the 01d
Spanish Trail served as a route to California for both Spanish
officials and traders. One of the earliest travelers on the same
route may have been Montrose Herman Waugh who left an inscription
in rock fifteen miles north of Moab not far from modern Arches
National Park in 1753.%

In 1813 the first recorded trip up the 01d Spanish Trail was
undertaken by Mauricio Arze and Lagos Garcia. Arze and Garcia
traveled from New Mexico into central Utah. During the period
from 1825 to 1845 an annual caravan-style trade developed between
New Mexico and California through the canyon country area over
the 0l1ld Spanish Trail.® A small part of the trail crossed Arches
National Park, but did not touch the other parks. In addition to
the California trade, Hispanics engaged in trade with area
Utes during this period. Part of.this Spanish interest was to
find slaves. The Mprmon Church finally ended the slave trade
during the 1850s marking the end of Hispanic-New Mexican involve-
ment in the area for approximately fifty years. Thereafter
few,if any, Hispanics appeared in the region until the late
nineteenth century, and then, in a very different capacity.6

The United States recognized southeastern Utah as a Spanish
possession in 1819 when both nations signed the Adams-Onis

Treaty. Foreign control did not stop adventurous Americans from
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traveling on the Colorado Plateau region during the early
1800s. Trappers came into the area searching for valued beaver
pelts. Fashion dictated beaver felt hats and as a result the
demand for pelts was strong. This, combined with relaxed trade
restrictions after 1821 when Mexican Independence was recognized
by Spain, brought increasing numbers of Americans into the area.
In 1824 three groups of trappers were known to have been in
southeastern Utah working the streams north and west out of
Taos. The trappers were William Wolfskill and Ewing Young, who
were credited with reviving interest in the 01d Spanish Trail,
and Etienne Provost; and Antoine Robidoux's Brigade. Robidoux
jater established Ft. Robidoux near modern Delta, Colorado, and
Ft. Uinta farther north near modern Vernal, Utah. He led many
trapping parties into the southwestern Colorado-southeastern Utah
area. The fur trappers came into southeastern Utah from both the
east and the south. Trappers, frequently influenced by foreign
events, reijoiced at the end of Spanish restrictions and increased
market demand that opened the area up to exploitation.

Trqppers outfitted themselves in Santa Fe and in St. Louis.
St. Louis, by this time, had evolved into a major center of far
western frontier commerce because of its location on the Mississ-
ippi River near the mouth of the Missouri River. This location
allowed the town water access to the Gulf of Mexico and beyond.
William Ashley, one individual who rose to prominence, centered
his operations in St. Louis. Ashley and his partner, Andrew

Henry, formed the Ashley-Henry Cutfit that later became the Rocky
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Mountain Fur Company. In 1824 Ashley prepared to lead an

expedition to the Rocky Mountains for the 1825 season. In that
year Ashley and a small party boated down the Green River south
from Wyoming, but did not reach the study area.’
while these and other trappers hunted in the region and no
doubt either saw or heard of the Green and Colorado Rivers in
modern Canyonlands and Arches National Parks, only one left a
readily identifiable record. Denis Julien, a licensed trader out
of St. Louis in the early 1800s, first traded with the Sioux and
Towa Indians in the Midwest. By the 1830s Julien had moved west
and south into southeastern Utah. While in modern Utah and
Colorado Julien began the habit of scratching his name and the
date into rock faces. In and near Canyonlands, Arches, and
Natural Bridges, Julien left five "1836s" alone. He also marked
1837 and 1838 dates along the Colorado River. He left an 184k
date in Arches National Park. Julien went as far north as the
Green River in modern Dinosaur National Monument, apparently
while working for Robidoux at Robidoux's other post, Ft. Uinta.
Further information about Julien is undocumented, however, he is
representative of many who hunted and trapped in southeastern
Utah. Others in the area at approximately the same time included
William Becknell, 1821 pioneer of the Santa Fe trade, and William
Heddest, who along with Antoine Robidoux frequently are called
the "Three Trappers" by some historians. Their wanderings in the

region began in 1824 and continued until the 1840s, In 1825

chroniclers reported Jedediah Smith to be trapping the area.
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These, and many others who have gone unrecorded, helped revive
old trade routes and caused increased awareness of the region.

Not one of them recommended or chose to make a permanent settle-

ment in the area,8

With the decline of the fur trade during the 1840s as a
result of fashion changes which promoted the silk hat, not the
beaver, government expeditions began to replace the mountain men,
in the West. While the area would officially belong to Mexico
until the end of the Mexican War in 1848, American interest in
the region continued. Early United States military explorers
sought a better understanding and knowledge of the western part
of the continent. Southeastern Utah proved to be one of the last
areas of the West to receive official attention. Between 1843
and 1845 John C. Frémont of the U. S. Army Corps of Topographical
Engineers came into the region. Frémont made two exﬁlorations
searching for alternative routes to the Pacific Coast. Freémont's
party demolished once and for all the myth of the San Buena-
ventura River of southeastern Utah, that was said to have
provided a direct water outlet to the Pacific Ocean. Rumors of
its existence had abounded for many years. Charles Preuss,
Fremont's cartographer, provided reasonably accurate detail of
the region, even though the party stayed well to the north of the

study area.?

Americans failed to utilize this information until the 1850s
when Lt. John W. Gunnison of the Topographical Engineers led a

survey party searching for transcontinental railroad routes.
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Gunnison passed north of present day Canyonlands, Arches, and
Natural Bridges, through modern Green River, Utah. The Gunnison
expedition did not go as far south as Moab but, important for
later developments, identified the fﬁture site of Green River
City as a good river crossing for a railroad. The route iden-
tified by Gunnison roughly corresponds to the present line of the
Denver & Rio Grande Western through eastern Utah. Gunnison died
at the hands of Indians in central Utah and it fell to his
assistant Lt. Edwin G. Beckwith to prepare the official re-
ports.l0

The Mormon War of 1857-58 kept the army in Utah and led
to further explorations as a result of the need for adequate and
safe supply lines to furnish the troops with necessary ma-
terials. The army sent Captain J. N. Macomb to explore the Green
River and Colorado Plateau in 1859 to find wagon routes from New
Mexico to Utah. Macomb's expedition failed to succeed in its
mission, however, the cartographer F. W. Egloggstein made the
first accurate maps of southeastern Utah. Dr. John 8. Newberry,
a geologist with the Macomb expedition, contributed the geo-
graphical and geological information. While exploring the
junction of the Green and Colorado, Macomb was impressed with the
scenery and wrote glowingly of the prehistoric sites of modern
Canyonlands National Park. While this information helped further
American knowledge, the general report was not beneficial to the
immediate future of the region. Macomb stated, "I cannot

conceive of a more worthless and impracticable region."11
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Also, during the early 1850s a number of government spon-
sored expeditions sought information on the Colorado River
system. In particular, these individuals were concerned with the
navigational possibilities offered by the river. Just prior to
the Mormon War Lt. Joseph C. Ives of the Topographical Engineers
attempted to explore the Colorado River by steamboat. His party
unsuccessfully attempted to go upriver from Ft. Yuma, Arizona
Territory. Following that, Lt. Sylvester Mowry of the Artillery
attempted an expedition utilizing the Colorado and overland
travel to reach Salt Lake City. He was only moderately success-
ful. These government surveys in the 18u40s and 1850s mark the
first phase of officially sanctioned United States interest in
the region. Further efforts by the federal government would not
occur until after the Civil War.l2

In the years following the Civil War (1861-18865) the United
States government financed a number of expeditions to explore the
western United States. This was a continuation of earlier policy
but the emphasis was no longer in just acquiring information, but
now explorers attempted to gather as much information as possible
to aid settlement of the region. Two major parties of explorers
penetrated southeastern Utah--one on land and one explored the
waterways. In 1869 Ferdinand V. Hayden devoted his time to
surveying plateau regions. Most of his parties' efforts were
focused outside Utah but several expeditions touched south-

eastern Utah. In 1875 James L. Gardner, a geographer, and Henry

Gannett, later head of United States Geological Survey, worked in
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the La Sals charting peaks and drainages. The group went on
to the Abajo (Blue) Mountain Range, but had to flee when attacked
by hostile Indians. 1In 1876 two other explorations of the Abajos
were attempted, but only a superficial examination resulted
because of weather delays. The Hayden survey parties explored
southeastern Utah as far west as the Bluff/Moab longitude.13

At the same time John Wesley Powell and his parties were
exploring the Green and Colorado Rivers. Powell, a Civil War
veteran who had attained the rank of major, and lost an arm in
that conflict at Shiloh, commenced his examinations at Green
River City, Wyoming, two weeks after the Golden Spike was driven
at Promontory Summit, Utah. His journey downstream began
uneventfully, but soon the white waters of the upper Green River
at Lodore Canyon made it into an adventure for the exploration
party. During this trip Powell entered Canyonlands National Park
on July 17 and later spent twelve days floating and portaging
through the forty (40) miles of Cataract and Glen Canyons. The
1869 expedition ended at the mouth of the Paria River. Unfor-
tunately, Powell did not have a cartographer with him, only
former Denver newspaper man 0.G. Howland whose maps were lost
after Powell's 1872 journey.

On the second trip (1871-72) Powell repeated much of the
experience of the first from Green River City, Wyoming. During
1871-1872 season the Major had three map experts, Almon H. Thomp-

son, Stephen V. Jones, and Francis Bishop as members of the

party. Bishop's maps ended at Lee's Ferry where the cartographer
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left the group. These maps, incomplete as they were, offered the
first good record of the Green-Colorado River system. Powell's

book Arid Lands (1879) delineated the irrigable lands of south-

eastern Utah along the rivers - lands then already occupied or
soon to be by Mormon pioneers. Powell criticized these Mormon
efforts as too individualistic, expressing the opinion that until
they learned better cooperation their irrigation works would
remain small.l%

As the result of the efforts of Powell, Hayden, and others,
by 1880 a reliable, comprehensive picture of the area of Canyon-
lands and Arches emerged. Both the Powell and Hayden surveys,
however, missed the wonders of Arches and Natural Bridges
even though they were very close to those attractions. But the
new flood of information provided an excellent resource to anyone
interested in the area. These explorations represented a
continuation of earlier Spanish and American efforts to under-
stand and evaluate the area of southeastern Utah. Others
explored the area and also left inscriptions as well as adding to
the knowledge of the pregion.

Following the earlier explorers and settlers into south-
eastern Utah came the cadastral surveyors. Beginning in 1880 and
continuing sporadically thereafter, the United States General
Land Office hired surveyors to extend the standard township-~range
grid into the region to allow land claimants to legally describe
the parcels of land they sought title to under the various

federal land disposal laws of the era. These surveyors did not
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cover the entire study area but they did provide more information
about it and more importantly, at least historically, their work
helped facilitate the process of settlement.

The next exploration party to traverse the area came
searching for a railrocad route from Colorado's Western Slope to
the Pacific Ocean. During 188% a group of ambitious railroad
builders chartered the Denver, Colorado Canyon & Pacific (D,CCE&P)
Railroad with the goal of building a rail line parallel to the
Colorado River. Starting in March, 1889, a party of surveyors
and engineers led by Robert Brewster Stanton left Grand Junction,
Colorado, on a preliminary investigation with the real work not
beginning until May when Stanton, D,CC&P President Frank M.
Brown, and sixteen others left Green River, Utah, on their
trip to the Gulf of California. During May the group passed the
confluence of the Green and Colorado Rivers, leaving inscriptions
there before continuing on through Cataract Canyon and arriving
at Lee's Ferry in early July. TFrom there the party pressed on,
eventually reaching the Pacifiec Gcean in April of 1890. There
the railroad project ended, never being built,1d

The twentieth century exploration efforts have been wide
ranging, encompassing scholarly as well as government and private
endeavorg. Archeoclogists began researching the study area in
the early 1800s when Dr. Byron Cummings, followed by the staff of
the Peabody Museum (Harvard University) and groups from the

University of Utah came into the region. These and other

scholars have contributed much to geologic and prehistoric
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knowledge of the regions. Also, in the early 1900s Emery and
Ellsworth Kolb, professional photographers, commenced a photo
expedition along the Colorado and Green Rivers which passed
through southeastern Utah. They left an inscription in Cataract
Canyon to mark their descent down the Colorado River.16

Beyond its scientific and scenic values, interest in the
region also focused on possible dam sites to provide water and
flood control as well as hydroelectric power and stable water
supplies for domestic and municipal use. Both the Bureau of
Reclamation and the United States Geological Survey explored the
area near the confluence of the Colorado and Green Rivers as
possible locations. The search for dam sites resulted from
demands for Colorado River water diversions during the first
twenty years of the century as California grew in population and
sought any available water supply. The Bureau of Reclamation
reduced speculation of dam possibilities after the Colorado River
Compact of 1922 which set up elaborate apportionments and the
legal facilities for water diversion. The idea of damsites has
re-surfaced since then in order to make full use of the water
allocations.t’

At approximately the same time, the 1920s, the United States
Geological Survey began mapping efforts in southeastern Utah. In
1914-15 Eugene La Rue mapped much of the Colorado River and in
19213 he finally mapped Cataract Canyon. It was not until the

uranium boom of the 1850s that the Geological Survey exten-

sively mapped the entire area.
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During the 1930s a number of expeditions to Arches National
Monument took place. The Arches National Monument Scientific
Expedition- of 1933 attempted to conduct a baseline study of the
area and resulted in a systematic mapping and naming of landforms

within the Park. National Geographic magazine and the Smith-

sonian Institution conducted expeditions during the early
twentieth century as well. The later years of the 13930s slowed
further exploration because of the Great Depression and World War
1T continued the halt in exploration activities in the area.
After World War II, however, the needs of the post-war
military resulted in a boom in uranium, oil, and natural gas.
The search for these substances resulted in much of the area
being studied, walked across, and photographed by the United
States Geological Survey. As scientists and prospectors sought
strategic natural resources they contributed to the general
knowledge of the area. Archeological efforts continued, in-
cluding Jack Rudy who in 1953 excavated sites in Beef Basin near
Canyonlands. Also, in the 1950s, the Naticnal Park Service began
to reconsider the pogsibility of creating a Canyonlands National
Park. A number of studies revolved around that issue. 19
Exploration of the region has been varied. Since early
Spanish explorers the region has been crossed and re-crossed by
travellers and explorers each seeking their own goals. Only with
permanent settlement in the late nineteenth century, however, did

the true value of the region start to become known and appreci-

ated.

53




- D IS Y = e Ill|"IIII A N - N O e "mrl [

Endnotes -- Chapter Two

1Fpanklin Day, "The Cattle Industry of San Juan County,
1875-1900," (Masters of Science Thesis, Brigham Young University,
1958), p. 8, hereafter cited: Day, "Cattle."' and William
H. Goetzmann. Exploration and Empire, The Explorer and Scientist
in the Winning of the American West (New York: Random House,
1966), chapters 1 and Z.

2John Francis Bannon, The Spanish Borderlands Frontier 1513-
1821 (Albuquerqgue: University of New Mexico Press, 1974),
Pp. 1-71, hereafter cited: Bannon, Borderlands.

3Ibid., and Herbert E. Bolton, Pageant in the Wilderness
(Salt Lake City: Utah State Historical Society, 1958), chapters
1, 2, 3, and 5.; Herbert S. Auerbach, "Father Esclanate's Journal
with Related Documents," Utah Historical Quarterly 11 (1843); and
Fray Angelico Chavez, trans. The Dominguez-Escalante Journal
(Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Press, 1876), see the entire
volume for day by day translation and annotation; and Joseph
J. Hill, "Spanish and Mexican Exploration and Trade North-west
from New Mexico into the Great Basin, 1765-1863." Utah His-
torical Quarterly 3 (January 1930):3-1Hh.

4YBannon, Borderlands, pp. 49-91.

SLeRoy R. Hafen. The 01d Spanish Trail (Glendale, CA:
Arthur H. Clarke Co., 1954), see: entire volume for most reliable
account of the Spanish Trail.

bwiliiam J. Snow, "Utah Indians and the Spanish Slave
Trade." Utah Historical Quarterly 2 (July 1829): 67-73; and
L. R. Bailey, Indian Slave lrade in the Southwest (Los Angeles:
Westernlore Press, 1066), see entire volume Ior great detail
regarding this facet of western life.

7Charles Kelly, "Antoine Robidoux," Utah Historical Quar-
terly 6 (1933); and Harrison Clifford Dale, The Ashley-Smith
Ixplorations and Discovery of a Central Route to the Pacific,
TE77-T870 (GClendale, CA: The Arthur H. Clarke Co., I194l)},
Pp. 115-1309.

8Charles Kelly, "The Mysterious 'D Julien,'" Utah Historical
Quarterly 6 (July 1933): 83-88; LeRoy R. Hafen, The Mountain Men
and the Fur Trade 8 vols. (Glendale, CA: The Arthur H. Clarke
Co., 1965), pp. 177-190, vol, 7.3 David Coyner, The Lost Trappers
(Cinecinnati: Hurst and Company, 1894), see entire volume; and
Dale Morgan, Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West
(Indianapolis® Bobbs-Merril Co., 1353), see chapters 7, 3, and 4.

bh




Il T N I T e Il', HE N N EE B e Ill"ﬂrl [

9Donald Jackson and Mary Lee Spence, eds. The Expeditions
of John C. Frémont 2 vols. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
15707, pp. B70<%79.; and John C. Frémont, Report of the Exploring
Expedition to the Rocky Mountains in the Year 1842, and_ to
Oregon and North California in the Years 1843-1844 (Washington,
B.C.: Government Printing Office, 1845), pp. 279-293.

10George L. Albright, Official Explorations for Pacific
Railroads (Berkeley: University of California Fress, 1%21),
Pp. 37-45; and Lt. E. G. Beckwith, Report of Exploration of a
Route for the Pacific Railroad Near the 38th and 39th Parallels
of Lattitude (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Orfice,
I855), see entire volume.

11Melvin T. Smith, "Colorado River Exploration and the
Mormon War." Utah Historical Quarterly 38 (Summer 1970): 207--
239. hereafter cited, omith, "Colorado."3; and quote in Day,
"Cattle," p. 1ll.

123mith, "Colorado,"” pp. 208-213.

13rerdinand V. Hayden. Ninth and Tenth Annual Reports of
the Survey of the Territories by the United States Geological and
Geographical Survey (Washington, D.C.: Government Frinting
0ffice, 1876, 1878), see entire volumes.

14Thomas G. Alexander, "John Wesley Powell, The Irrigation
Survey and the Inauguration of the Second Phase of Irrigation
Development in Utah,” Utah Historical Quarterly 37 (Spring 1969):
190-2063 C. Gregory Crampton, ed. "F. 5. Dellenbaugh of the
Colorado: Some Letter's Pertaining to the Powell Voyages and the
History of the Colorado River," Utah Historical Quarterly 37
(Spring 1969): 214-243; William C. Darrah, "John Wesiey Powell
and an Understanding of the West," Utah Historical Quarterly
37 (Spring 1969): 146-155; and Don D. Fowler and Catherine
S. Fowler, "John Wesley Powell, Anthropologist," Utah Historical

Quarterly 37 (Spring 1969): 152-172.

15Ann Zwinger, "...a worthless and impracticable region..."
Plateau 52 (March 1980): 24-32, hereafter cited: Zwinger,

MTworthliess."

16L1oyd M. Pierson, "The New Park Studies at Canyonlands
National Park, 1859 and 1960, and Events Leading Up to Them,"
mss., n.d., pp. 5-6, hereafter cited: Pierson, "Park."; and
W. L. Rusho, ed., "River Running, 1921: The Diary of E. L. Kolb,"
Utah Historical Quarterly 37 (Spring 1969): 2639-283.

171bid.; Zwinger, "worthless," p. 31; and Pierson, "Park,"
pp. 5-6.
55




[ i...‘%I'.. N ME N W B I1|.' I EN =h BN B mE e ‘lmrl [ ‘

18Jack Breed, "Utah's Arches of Stone," National Ceographic
92 (August 1947): 173-176.3; W. W. Dyar, "The Tolossal Bridges of
Utah: A Recent Discovery of Natural Wonders," Century MagaZzine
68 (August 1904): 505-5113 and Edwin F. HoImes, "The Great
Natural Bridges of Utah," National Geographic 18 (March 1807):
199-204.

19Pierson, "Park," pp. u4-7.

58




it il Sl

CHAPTER THREE

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND THE MORMON FRONTIER IN SOUTHEASTERN UTAH

The westward advance to the arid desert of the Great Basin
by pioneer members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day
Saints can be viewed as both typical and atypical of the spread
of American settlement westward. The movement west in search of
religious freedom dates to the early Pilgrim and Puritan settle-
ments of New England. Also typical of the American experience
was the Mormon selection of an isclated area far removed from
governmental intervention. The unusual features of the Mormon
migration, in terms of the trans-Mississippi westward moyement,
include the continuing commitment to religious ideals and the
deliberate colonization programs of Mormon church leaders to send
groups into unsettled areas as the number of Saints in Utah
grew. This included the region of southeastern Utah. The
presence of the Mormon Church has and continues to be a major
influence in the area, impacting the lands of the parks and their
development. .

The westward movement was the culmination of many years
search for acceptance and sanctuary by the Mormons. The Jjourney
actually began in 1820 when fourteen-year-old Joseph Smith had a
vision. 1In it he was exhorted not to be concerned with existing
churches that had strayed from the true faith. Three years later
the Angel Moroni reportedly appeared before Smith and told him

that a stone casket containing metal plates was to be found near
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Palmyra, New York. The plates contained inscriptions of the
true beliefs. Smith unearthed the plates but did not remove them
until 1827 when he began the task pf translation., Smith com-
pleted the transcription and published it as the Book of Mormon
in 1830. He and a few assistants undertook to organize the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints that same year.1

The church grew slowly as members found themselves to be the
subject of relentless persecution. Under the direction of Smith
the center of the Church moved to Kirtland, Ohio, in 1831. Local
opposition to the Mormons led them to move farther west to
Missouri six years later, where their beliefs again earned them
the wrath of local residents. A retreat east to Illinois in 1839
and their settlement at Nauvoo seemed to bring a respite from
past troubles; however, that proved to be short-lived. Internal
and external tension in 1843-44 resulted in a split membership
and the eventual death of Joseph Smith and his brother. Brigham
Young assumed the Church presidency and then led the migration
west in 1846-47 to the isolated valley of the Great Salt lLake.

The Mormon migration to Utah shared another, subtle trait
with the Puritans and Pilgrims -- moving beyond the effective
control of their governments to seek religious freedom. In 1847
when Brigham Young led his followers to the Great Salt Lake the
jands were Mexican territory but the government authorities had
been routed from Santa Fe by United States forces. Within a year

as a result of the Mexican War, the United States gained sov-
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ereignty over Utah and nearly all of the modern American south-
west, 2

The first major Mormon efforts in Utah centered around
establishing a successful community in the Salt Lake Valley.
Explorations to seek other areas for potential settlements began
by the end of the decade. These advance parties were Tto de-
termine the suitability of a vast region throughout modern Utah
and beyond for settlement. An ever widening cordon of outer
settlements circling Salt Lake City resulted. In 1854 William
D. Huntington and Jackson Steward, at the behest of the Church,
went to the Moab area as part of these exploration efforts.
Acting on the report of Huntington and Stewart, a Mormon Gengral
Conference the next year called for new settlements in south-
eastern Utah.3 The Elk Mountain Mission near the site of modern
Moab began to be organized in early 1855.

Under the direction of Alfred N. Billings forty men left
Manti, Utah, to settle the Moab region and proselytize the
Indians in May of 1855. Their arrival in the Moab valley
resulted in a flurry of activity to build a fort, irrigation
ditches, plant crops and establish friendly contact with local
Indians. Despite the settlers' best efforts, the Native Amer-
icans resisted their entreaties. By September Indian relations
had deteriorated to the point of violence. Attacks on the cattle
herd and hunters led to a seige of the fort. Later that month
survivors abandoned the mission and returned to Manti. As

a result of this failure the Church abandoned its efforts in
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southeastern Utah until the 1870s, recognizing the Problems of

Indian hostility and the fact that the lands of that portion of
the Colorado Plateau appeared to have little Practical use.“

From the middle of the 1850s until the 1870s the Mormons
redirected their efforts away from southeastern Utah. Even
though little settlement took bPlace, the area of southeastern
Utah was not deserted. Indian tribes remained in the area and
their presence continued to discourage Euro-American settlement.
This situation gradually changed as more support for Indian
removal from their lands emerged. The Uinta Reservation was
established in 1861 by President Abraham Lincoln, but the Utes
were not removed to the reservation at that time. This situation
changed in 1865 with the Spanish Fork Treaty. Terms of this
agreement included removal of central Utah Utes to the Uinta
Reservation and promises of equipment, money, and supplies for
the Indians. The failure of the Senate to ratify the treaty
resulted in much i1l will and sporadiec violence,?®

The federal government's attempts to enforce the unratified
treaty and Ute Indian resistance resulted in the Blackhawk War.
Peace came in 1867 when a compromise was reached and the Utes
adgreed to removal. Many of the Native Americans were dis-
satisifed with this new lifestyle and frequently left the
reservation. On more than one occasion during the late nine-
teenth century the Utes ventured south into the study area from

their lands to the north of the Book Cliffs, Conditions slowly

improved for the reservation Utes until 1879 when White River
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Utes and Uncompahgre Utes from Colorado found themselves removed
to the Uinta-Ouray Reservation in the aftermath of the Meeker
Massacre. Reservation stability, constantly threatened by
illegal hunting, grazing and mining, caused by trespassing whites
led to many unanswered complaints from the Utes. Eventually the
Utes banded together and sought legal redress. The matters,
finally resolved through the courts in 1950, found the Utes
awarded $32 million for payment of lands relinquished as a result
of the unratified 1865 Treaty.6

In southeastern Utah the removal of the Uncompahgre Utes in
1879 opened up peaceful settlement opportunities, even though
Paiute bands, then without a reservation, occasionally broke the
peace. Their activities and raids by Navajos out of Arizona
proved to be minor compared to other Western Indian Wars.
Frequently, by the 1880s and 1890s the Native Americans were no
more than a nuisance, but the threat of violence was never very
far from the settlers' minds. Church President John Taylor's
call for men to move into San Juan County to permanently settle
aided this movement toward peace. As a result of this exhorta-
tion in the summer of 1879, Andrew P. Schow, Charles Hall, and
Reuben Collett explored for a new route to southeastern Utah.
They laid out the Escalante trail which led to the building of
Hole-in-the-Rock Trail later that year. Earlier efforts at
settlement have been recorded. In 1874 Crispen Taylor and George
and Silas Green searched the Spanish Valley for grazing land. 1In

December, 1878, Walter Moore arrived at Moab and bought a

61




Frenchman's claim to the old Mormon Fort. William Granstaff, a
mulatto, and a man known only to history as "Frenchie” had been
living in the ruins of the old Elk Mountain Mission, known by the
1870s as the 0ld Mormon Fort. At the same time Fred Powell set
himself up on 160 acres south of present day Moab to farm. Also
in 1878 the Thomas Maxwell family of ten became the first
permanent settlers of La Sal. The next year Jeremiah and Lorenzo
Hateh and their families arrived in the Moab Valley to settle
what was then known as Plainfield, Paiute County, Utah.’

The 1880s witnessed a larger immigration of farmers and
ranchers into the region. By this time, however, a handful of
cattlemen and outlaws had already been using the area for their
own needs. In April, 1880, Mormon colonists arrived at Bluff.
They were exhausted from the trip which took six months, not six
weeks as originally anticipated. Much of this delay came from
lack of an easy route to the area and the need for the pioneers
to construct the Hole-in-the-Rock trail.

Among the other settlers who moved to Bluff under Mormon
president S8ilas S. Smith's leadership were Platte D. Lyman who
would become important in the local ranching business and Lemuel
H. Redd, Sr., who's descendents still remain an important force
in southeastern Utah affairs. Also, Jense Nielsen, a Danish
immigrant and assistant to president Smith, became the first
Mormon bishop of Bluff. These people became the leaders of the

eighty families called by the Mormon church to found the Peace

Mission. Smith, called by the church for other work, left the
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group in 1880 and leadership fell to Jense Nielsen and others as
these pioneers struggled to hold on against the forces of nature
and the Paiutes and cattlemen who viewed the settlers as an
intrusion. The Bluff colony became the "mother colony" for
San Juan County late in the century, providing colonists for
Verdure, Monticellc, and Blanding. Indians, Colorado and

Texas cattlemen all continued to oppose this early Mormon

Settlement.8

Residents of Bluff encountered a number of problems but most
of them remained firm in their commitment to the town. Orig-
inally built as a mission to encourage peaceful settlement among
the Navajo Indians, the town was constructed as a hollow square
to offer protection from the natives. After working very hard to
build irrigation canals the colonists watched helplessly as
the ditches were ruined by severe weather. Spring rains in
1884 flooded and destroyed the ditches. The settlers quickly
began rebuilding. This was not the first time residents of the
town faced problems with their irrigation system as the San Juan
River had previously overflowed several times and destroyed the
system and slowed their construction work. When San Juan County
was organized territorial officials selected Bluff as the County
Seat. The community, along with Monticello and Blanding, were
typical of Mormon missionary settlements all over the West after
the establishment of Salt Lake City in 1847.9 During the 1880s
events north of the pioneer settlement continued at a faster pace

as well,
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By the early 1880s Moab was a growing town of twenty
settlers including a handful of Mormons. While conclusive
evidence is lacking it appears that some of Moab's early Mormon
settlers were polygamists., In 1880 Church General Authorities
member Erastus Snow appointed A. G. Wilson as presiding elder.
The number of families in and around Moab continued to grow SO
that by 1880 the first formal school district was organized and
Moab's continued existence seemed assured. Typical of many
western pioneers, early settlers of Moab proved to be great
boosters of their town. They wrote to relatives elsewhere and
encouraged them to move to.Moab for its rich land and abundant
range. Some of the range they indirectly referred to included
modern Canyonlands National Park. Among other things they
pointed out that lands near the Colorado River were well suited
to peach trees, the first of which had been planted in 1879.
These pioneer growers and their trees provided the nucleus of a
famous valley industry by 1900. At the same time George F.
Powell planted the first grape vines which also developed into an
important agricultural commodity for late nineteenth century
Moabites. This type of irrigated agriculture was tired on
bottom-lands along the Colorado and Green Rivers in modern
Canyonlands National Park with only limited success. 10

The decade of the 1880s could be viewed as the first boom
period for southeastern Utah. Growth in the region continued

to be rapid. Between 1880 and 1880 territorial officials formed

three counties, San Juan, Emery and Grand, in southeastern Utah,
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reflecting this growth. Along with increased populaticn came the
accoutrements of civilization, such as post offices and organ-
ized school systems. Other acti&ities_available after an enlarged
population was present included weekend dances and socials and
the presence of organized LDS (Mormon) activities which were a
socially stabilizing factor in most communities, such as Moab.
Another symbol of a town's maturity, a well equipped general
store, was welcomed by men and women alike.ll

In the late 1880s Frederick I. Jones and several followers
responded to a lack of available land and other pressures by
splitting off from Bluff. They travelled only a relatively short
distance and founded the town of Monticello. Verdure, founded at
the same time, became primarily a ranching town. The frontier
remained strong when Utah statehood was granted in January, 1896,
by an Act signed into law by President Grover Cleveland. The
territorial stage of government ended, but much of Utah remained
to be permanently settled, including most of the study area and
the modern park lands.

The rigors of day-to-day life in southeastern Utah are not
to be ignored. Among the dangers of frontier life were lack

of transportation and medical facilities, amenities that only

came after the population grew much larger. The weather, often

harsh, made cultivation of crops difficult. Like settlers at
Bluff, early Moab area residents felt that irrigation would be
the solution, but the rock walls of the canyon areas made it

difficult to move water up from the river over the necessary
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distances. Early settlers tried to overcome this by building a
series of irrigation ditches on creeks. Even these frequently
did not offer a solution to this problem because spring floods
with abnormally powerful water flows damaged or destroyed the
meagey irrigation systems almost yearly. Spring floods on the
San Juan River all but destroyed Montezuma, leading to the town's
eventual abandonment. In the early twentieth century several
pipeline companies, such as the Moab Irrigation Company, came
into existence and offered better technology. But, this did not
lead +to the massive spread of farming in the area. Nearly all
the land of the modern parks never fell to the plow.

The difficulties of frontier life resulted in all members of
the family working to secure the economic well being of the
group. The demands of rural life were relentless--animal care,
garden planting, watering and harvesting, development of irri-
gation supplies, chores around the home such as cooking, baking,
child rearing, sewing, candlemaking, washing and cleaning. While
so called women's work centered around the farmstead and house
and men's work around the outside or out buildings, there was a

great deal of just work, done by either sex.1?

Despite everyone's best efforts little could alleviate the
hardships of pioneer life if measured by modern standards. Work
started at dawn and continued until evening with breaks for
breakfast, lunch, and supper. Meals most often consisted of some
type of meat, sometimes fresh from a recent slaughter or hunt,

or, more often, dried, salted or smoked. Bacon was very
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popular. Homemade bread adorned the table nearly every day.
Fruit, either dried, preserved or if in season and available,
fresh; and vegetables rounded out the menu. More often than not
the fruit came from the homsteader's orchard or berry patch,
store-~bought fruit often being too expensive. If those items
were not available potatoes and/or dried beans appeared on the
dinner plate. Beans also constituted the sfaple food of trail
and camp travel while moving herds from range t6 range or to
market. Those who intended to stay at their homesite for a
number of years invested the time and effort to construct the
refrigerator of thé late nineteenth century--a root cellar.
Canned foods, while available after 1875, were expensive and
treated as luxuries rather than staples. If the pioneer diet
pales by modern tastes so did their apparel.

Typical frontier clothes were not fashionable by everyday
standards. Rather, they were functional. Men and boys usually
wore trousers and shirts made of homespun or roughly woven
fabrics. Women's and girls' fashions dictated a skirt and

shirtwaist or dress, but many frontier women wore trousers

'because they were more practical for getting around in rough

terrain and the voluminous skirts of the day had an uncanny
habit of catching on fire when worn too close to an open flame.
The dresses frequently seen on women in photographs from the
period were the special clothes, reserved for events such as
church, weddings, funerals, and the like. Even if the environ-

ment forced the women to make concessions in their everyday
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apparel they did follow fashion trends avidly. At community
gatherings new styles were discussed even if they were not
copied.

Despite these strains the pioneers bore the stresses and
pressed on to conquer the area's natural environment the best
they could. These people frequently found their life punctuated
by events beyond their control. Two of these around the turn of
the century included the Panic of 1833 that all but ended mining
in the Colorado San Juans, reducing local markets for farm
produce and causing a number of other economic dislocations
throughout Utah., Quite the opposite happened approximately
twenty years later when World War I broke out in 1914, leading to
abnormally high food, meat, and wool prices, stimulating the
local economy. These two events serve as early examples of the
boom and bust cycles typical of southeastern Utah's history
through to the present, each boom or bust dependent on factors

beyond the control of the local population.13
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE EARLY CATTLE INDUSTRY IN AND AROUND

CANYONLANDS, ARCHES, AND NATURAL BRIDGES

Before the Mormons and farmers arrived other Anglo-Americans
already occupied the area. The cattlemen became the first
individuals to utilize the newly vacated Indian lands as well as
some lands still controlled by bands of native Americans. In
this way, the area represented part of a Western trend to utilize
previously ignored lands for cattle raising eventually including
the lands of all three modern parks. This, the day of the
cattleman with large herds of stock, tended by wonderfully
eccentric cowboys, spread a new type of romance and legend that
became uniquely American.

What evolved into the most important sector of southeastern
Utah's economy during the late nineteenth century had humble
beginnings in southern Texas where eighteenth century Spaniards
introduced tough, adaptable cattle. Those ranchers learned how
to utilize the open range and care for the animals. As emigrants
from the United States moved into Texas and the Southwest they
introduced new breeds of cattle and the herds rapidly expanded in
the years prior to the Civil War. The problem of moving the
animals to market was conquered by the so-called "Long Drive" to
reach markets on the Mississippi River. While the Long Drive was
only a temporary solution until rail connections expanded into

the West, it captured the imagination of many and expanded with
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the cattle industry after the Civil War. Parts of the trail
drive remained for generations in areas removed from railroads,
such as southeastern Utah.

In the years after the Civil War the cattle industry grew
prapidly in the western United States. The construction of
railroads across the great plains during the late 1860s helped
stimulate the industry by providing better market access, as did
the vastly enlarged herds that had grown from natural increase
during the Civil War. While the use of free federal lands for
grazing was an important part of the industry, claims to an
adequate water suppiy soon became nearly as crucial to success.
This was especially true in southeastern Utah where competition
for the limited supply of water became acute and violence often
broke out between competitors.l

In the study area two major forces could be found behind
early cattle development. Even though a few trail herds on
the way to the California gold fields had wandered into the area
to graze during the 1850s, development of grazing in southeastern
Utah had to wait for resolution of the sectional tensions that
led to the Civil War. Approximately ten years after the conflict
ended in 1865, cattlemen, many from Texas, moved in from south-
western Colorado searching for more range lands. A second group
moved from the Wasatch Front farther west and north in Utah.
Both of these regions had become overstocked and overgrazed by

the mid-1870s. Small stockmen, often cowboys with a few head of

cattle, pioneered the industry in the study area. Many of these
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