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Foreword

Much has changed at Booker T. Washington National Monument since its authorization in 1956. Changing
times have led to shifts in park management and stewardship and to the evolution of the surrounding
community. Yet, what has not changed is the need for appropriate planning tools to lead the park into the
future.

After years of anticipation, a general management plan was completed for Booker T. Washington National
Monument in 2000. The plan represents the culmination of exhaustive research and review that explored
current and future park needs. After exploring many challenges, including park interpretation, educational needs,
and land use issues, the GMP recommends a course of action for Booker T. Washington National Monument
to sustain and preserve the park’s resources and interpretive mission. The GMP identified information gaps
within the park’s resource management needs and recommended further studies. It was recognized in the GMP
that the cultural landscape was a marginally understood component of the park that needed further
documentation and analysis. The cultural landscape report (CLR) will serve as a reference document and as a
preliminary action-oriented report to guide good stewardship of Booker T. Washington’s cultural landscape
resources.

The Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, working closely with Booker T. Washington National
Monument staff, prepared this CLR to supplement the recently completed GMP and other research and
planning documents. | applaud their efforts and look forward to utilizing the CLR in concert with other
resource planning reports to serve Booker T. Washington National Monument'’s significant message and
resources.

Rebecca Harriett

Superintendent

Booker T. Washington National Monument
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Introduction

The Purpose of This Report

Booker T. Washington National Monument
(Booker T. Washington NM) has been the subject of
numerous studies focussing on long-range planning,
archeology, and interpretive programming. The
following cultural landscape report (CLR), encouraged
by National Park Service (NPS) policy and recom-
mended by the park’s 2000 General Management Plan
(GMP), continues this process and provides back-
ground information and basic treatment recommenda-
tions to implement sound cultural landscape treatment.

This report includes an illustrated chronological
site history documenting how the property changed
over time due to internal and external forces. The
existing conditions chapter documents what resources
are extant, including vegetation, structures, topography,
hydrology, and views. The analysis and evaluation
chapter addresses the significance and integrity of the
landscape based on the National Register of Historic
Places criteria. Landscape treatment recommendations
are provided in keeping with the philosophical founda-
tions of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties. Together, these discreet
chapters offer management a tool that is based on
historical research and comparative analysis of related
properties. It was intended that this report consider
and balance the many complexities of the site, includ-
ing the limited documentation of the primary period
of significance, the goal of representing multiple layers
of history, and the sensitive question as how to tangibly
interpret slavery. These, and other considerations, are
incorporated into the treatment recommendations.

This report has further served the park as an
opportunity to build an important relationship with the
academic community. In this, the park and the
Olmsted Center have partnered with the Carter G.
Woodson Institute of Afro-American and African
Studies at the University of Virginia for completion of
chapters that consider historical significance and a
contextual survey of landscape treatment at similar
properties. These chapters, written from an academic
perspective, offer insight into the more complex issues
of slavery, race relations, and interpretation at poorly
documented sites.

Study Area

Booker T. Washington NM is a 223.92-acre park
located in Franklin County, Virginia, twenty-two miles
south of Roanoke (Figures 1.1 and 1.2). Legislation
has been introduced to authorize purchase of an
additional fifteen acres on the eastern boundary. The
park contains a visitor center, administrative offices
located within a former elementary school building, an
1890s tobacco barn, reconstructed and replica agricul-
tural outbuildings, two marked archeological sites,
three small cemeteries, and two walking trails that loop
back through the historic core of the property. Twen-
tieth-century replicas include a slave cabin, smoke
house, blacksmith shed, privy, hog pen, duck lot, and
chicken house. All replicas are highly conjectural; their
designs are derived from anecdotal evidence and
regional precedent.! The local landscape is character-
ized by rolling topography, agricultural fields, and
substantial wood lots typical of this part of Virginia’s
Piedmont region. Recent suburban and commercial
development has altered the character of the surround-
ing landscape, prompted by the development of lands
nearby Smith Mountain Lake.

Historical Overview

Booker T. Washington NM commemorates the
birthplace of America’s most prominent African
American educator and orator of the late-nineteenth
and early-twentieth centuries. The property evokes an
1850s middle class tobacco farm, representative of
Booker T. Washington’s enslaved childhood at the
Burroughs farm. He was born in 1856 to the family’s
cook, Jane, and lived on the farm throughout the Civil
War. Compared to their Franklin County neighbors
the Burroughs family was in the upper middle class,
evidenced by their combined slave and land holdings.
They produced tobacco as a cash crop, as well as
growing other subsistence crops like flax, potatoes, and
grains. Washington lived in the farm’s one-room
kitchen cabin with his mother and two half siblings.

As a small child he brought water to the men in the
fields, carried the books of the Burroughs daughters to
school, and transported grain to the local mill.

The Civil War interrupted the routine on the
Burroughs farm, when all of the sons left to fight for
the Confederacy. James Burroughs, the father and
master of the farm died in 1861, leaving the supervi-
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Figure 1.1. Location map generated for the 2000 General Management Plan (GMP). Philadelphia Support Office

Stewardships and Partnerships.

sion of daily farm activities to the Burroughs women.
Shortages of luxury goods and certain food items
were common during the war years. However, the
war did more than create shortages and hard eco-
nomic times, as only two of the Burroughs sons
survived the war physically unscathed.

With the southern defeat in 1865, the 1863
Emancipation Proclamation was enforced to free
southern slaves. Washington remembered listening to
a Union soldier read the document on the porch of
the Burroughs house. After receiving the joyous news,
his mother Jane took her three children to West
Virginia to be reunited with her husband who worked
there in the salt mines.

The southern economy suffered tremendously
after the war. The Burroughs family was not spared
from economic and social turmoil, evidenced by a
fifty percent reduction in the family’s net worth after
the emancipation of their slaves. Post-war land values
also plummeted. Since none of the Burroughs

children desired to farm the Franklin County property,
Elizabeth Burroughs, James’ widow, unsuccessfully
attempted to rent or sell the land for several years. In
1893, the family sold the property to John Robertson
and his family.

By that time, the property had fallen into
disrepair due to neglect and abuse by tenants. The
farm’s infrastructure, including fences, barns, and
agricultural fields, required major repairs. The
Robertsons improved the property, turning it into a
viable farm and remained there until the 1940s. This
period is documented through oral interviews with
Peter and Grover Robertson, who were small boys
when their father purchased the property in 1893.
Their recollections of spatial organization, farm fields,
structures, and vegetation, are helpful in understanding
both the improvements their family made and what
remained from the Burroughs ownership of the land.

After many years, the Robertson’s grown
children sold the farm to satisfy the division of their
parent’s estate. The farm was offered at auction and
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Introduction

generated considerable interest. The interested parties
included local farmers and people and organizations
with ties to Booker T. Washington, who was by this
time deceased. This anticipated a shift in land use, as
the plans of several prospective buyers were based on
commemoration rather than agriculture. A former
student of Washington’s, Sidney Phillips who was
already involved in the commemoration of George
Washington Carver, expressed interest in the property.
Allied with Washington’s daughter, Portia Washington
Pittman, Phillips secured the farm in October 1945
and formed the Booker T. Washington Birthplace
Memorial.

Thus began the private-sector memorial period
of the property. The Birthplace Memorial was
structured as a community service and educational
organization that promoted Washington’s core values
of industriousness, a love of labor, and interracial
good will. Phillips and the Booker T. Washington
Birthplace Memorial made numerous physical im-
provements including a two-lane boulevard style
driveway, new buildings, building renovations, and a
birthplace cabin replica. The Birthplace Memorial also
donated land to the local school board to build a
segregated African American elementary school, on
par with the facilities being constructed for white
children. Phillips engaged in several political and
economic activities including lobbying for the issuance
of the Booker T. Washington stamp and memorial
coin, as well as establishing a post office at the site.

However, many Birthplace Memorial programs
floundered, causing the Birthplace Memorial to
declare bankruptcy in 1955 and sell their land holdings,
which had expanded to over 500 acres. Adjacent land
owners purchased several tracts, but Phillips bought
back the core area. Rather than see the fruits of his
labors fragmented and used for agriculture, Phillips
encouraged the federal government to purchase the
property and establish a National Park in honor of
Washington.

The political atmosphere of the post-World War
11 United States suited the establishment of national
monuments to African Americans. While this ran
counter to the actual social climate in the southern
states, the Cold War and anti-Communist sentiments
induced white legislators to support efforts toward
limited African American commemoration. Both
George Washington Carver and Booker T.

Washington’s birthplaces benefited from this trend.
Although the NPS did not support the creation of a
national park at Washington’s birthplace, Congress,
lobbied by Phillips, voted in favor of authorization
and Booker T. Washington National Monument was
authorized on April 2, 1956.

Phillips initially misunderstood that the new park
would be a self contained unit of the national park
system and would not accommodate his staff or
agenda. However, Phillips did vacate the site, leaving
the NPS to the challenging task of developing the new
park unit. The NPS’s recently launched Mission-66
program provided the framework, guidance, and
resources that were needed. Park planners began by
drafting a “Mission-66 Prospectus” to address
infrastructure, interpretive, and long-range planning
needs.

The Booker T. Washington Elementary School
closed in 1966 after Virginia’s long battle against
school integration. The structure remained the
property of the Franklin County School Board, sitting
unused and deteriorating until 1974 when the board
donated the school and its surrounding six-acre parcel
to the park. It has since served a variety of uses and is
currently the administrative and maintenance center for
the park.

The park adopted living history as an interpretive
program in the late 1960s, joining many other NPS
units embracing the interactive model. Replica
buildings were constructed, including a smokehouse,
privy, and animal pens and demonstration farm fields
worked by local farmers added to the agricultural
scene. The park also created interpretive walking trails
to tie various resources and regions of the park
together.

Where park management once focussed on
establishing interpretive programs and infrastructure,
priorities have shifted in recent years to encompass
more fundamental preservation needs. Contemporary
development pressures driven by the attractive
recreational opportunities of Smith Mountain Lake
have led to unprecedented local growth. A large
mixed-use development is currently under construc-
tion just a few miles from the park. Recent preserva-
tion efforts have focussed on securing adjacent lands
threatened with development to buffer and protect
the park’s important viewsheds.



Cultural Landscape Report for Booker T. Washington National Monument

Scope of Work and Methodology

The recommendations found in this report
support the goals and objectives of the GMP, the
park’s primary planning document. The goals of this
project have been to develop landscape treatment
recommendations informed by historical research that
are consistent with interpretive and resource manage-
ment objectives and in compliance with the cultural
and natural resource management policies of the NPS.
Based on existing and new research, the narrative
history documents the evolution of the Booker T.
Washington NM landscape as it relates to the signifi-
cant periods and themes in its history. Existing
conditions documentation classifies the major catego-
ries of landscape features. The Analysis and Evalua-
tion chapter reiterates the current National Register of
Historic Places status, and proposes possible periods
and areas of significance in addition to the primary
significance associated with the life of Booker T.
Washington. Treatment recommendations, building
on the direction provided in the GMP, provide
guidance for implementing actions and physical
treatment of features relating to the cultural landscape.
The assistance of the Carter G. Woodson Institute for
Afro-American and African Studies has been especially
valuable in helping to evaluate the historical signifi-
cance of the site and philosophical choices behind
treatment recommendations.

Period Plans are a typical element of a CLR that
graphically depict a property at a fixed point in time.
Acknowledging the many uncertainties in preparing
maps for a site with limited documentation, these
period plans were drawn using historical maps, the
Robertson oral interviews, analysis of the topography,
and aerial photographs. The CLR contains maps
depicting the years 1865, 1894, 1945, and 1956.

Summary of Findings and Outstanding
Issues

Booker T. Washington NM is most significant,
and well-known for its association with Booker T.
Washington and its depiction of an 1860s Piedmont
farm. Yet through its long and many-layered past, the
property has also gained significance for its association
with more contemporary movements in American
history. The park’s characteristics and features reflect
aspects of the Civil Rights movement of the 20th
century. The park also reflects significant trends in the
history of the National Park Service. One such

movement that is currently under consideration is the
significance of the resources of the Mission-66 era,
the ten-year program begun to reinvigorate the parks
after the austere budgets of the 1940s and early 1950s.
Booker T. Washington NM, authorized by Congress
in 1956, was shaped by Mission-66 planning, adhering
to typical design standards and interpretive models of
the day.

The Virginia Department of Historic Resources
concurred with a Determination of Eligibility pre-
pared by the NPS for the Missio