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I. CAMP DOUGLAS AS A CAMP OF INSTRUCTION

A. War Spirit in Illinois

For the people of Chicago, the year 1861 would be an
especially momentous one, The State was inflamed with war fever
because the seven Southern states which withdrew from the Union
and set up a separate, hostile government had now fired on the
United States flag. By force, they took Fort Sumter, in
Charleston, South Carolina, harbor. The South's response to
President Abraham Lincoln's call for 75,000 volunteers to quell
the insurrection was the defection of four more Southern states.

In Springfield, Governor Richard Yates on April 16, three days
after the Confederacy opened fire, issued his own call for 6,000
volunteers. The Illinois General Assembly exceeded the U.S. War
Department's request to recruit ]gix infantry regiments by
authorizing the recruitment of ten.

"But one sentiment prevails, and that is for war on traitors,"
declared The Chicago Tribune. United States flags flew from homes
and shops all over the city. Country boys rushing to the city
eager with thoughts of punishing the "traitors® by joining the army
found highways and trains thronged with others like themselves.
Outside the State Street Armory, headquarters for the Ellsworth
Zouaves, a crowd was so dense potential enlistees could not get to
the door. The first recruiting station opened on April 18 at the
corner of Clark and Randolph Streets to raisi enough men for a
company, and in two days the quota was filled.

In three short weeks 3,500 volunteered in 38 companies. Some
elite companies required prospective applicants to obtain a written
letter of recommendation.

Recruitment and organization of new troops raised in Chicago,
as elsewhere, was inefficient. There existed, however, a tradition
and framework to build upon. Moreover, militia companies were
established community social organizations in antebellum Chicago.
After sweeping all inter-city drill competitions, the Zouave Cadets

lVictor Hicken, Illinois in the Civil War, (Urbana, 1966),
pp.1-2. In tribute to the six Illinois regiments that served in
the War with Mexico, Illinois began its numbering system by
designating the first regiment raised as the 7th Illinois.

2rye Chicago Tribune, April 23, 1861; John A. Page, "A
University Volunteer," in Reminiscences of Chicago During the Civil
Wwar (New York, 1967), pp. 71-77, 79085; Harry M. Karlem, "Postal
History of Camp Douglas, 1861-1865," The American Philatelist,
Sept., 1979, p. 815.
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of Colonel Elmer Ellsworth made a sensational nation-wide tour in
1859. Of the city's young men, most of the relocated New England
"Yankee" portion belonged to the Chicago Light Artillery. There
were many immigrants in Chicago then. The Scots made up the
Highland Guard. The German community had founded several existing
organizations, plus the newly-formed Union rifles, which advertised
to recruits the opportunity of becoming sharpshooters with new
British Enfield rifles. While many flocked there, the married and
older Germans bgtween 25 and 45 organized a reserve battalion of
four companies.

The Irish, meantime, held a mass meeting at North Market Hall
on April 20, where the principle speaker was James A. Mulligan, an
American-born Irishman who was captain of the Shields Guards. A
notable city attorney and leader in the Irish community, Mulligan
was destined to be a commandant at Camp Douglas. This night he
spoke of an opportunity to unite the independent Irish volunteer
companies into an "Irish Brigade." He needed recruits, he shouted.
Three-hundred signed the enrollment, list in the first hour and a
half; 1,200 by the end of the week.

It was not long before Chicago recruiting stations bore
placards with rejection notices: "No more men wanted."” Some would
not be denied and left the state to enlist in outfits being raised
in Kentucky or Missouri. In fact, the entire 9th Missouri was
recruited from Illinois men. Following the rejection of Mulligan's
Irish outfit because of full quotas, Mulligan went to Senator
Stephen A. Douglas, on his death bed in the Fremont House, got a
letter of recommendation and went to Washiggton personally,
returning with an official order of acceptance. ~

Union reverses in the summer of 1861 at Bull Run, and closer
to home at Wilson's Creek in Missouri, seemed to increase the war
enthusiasm. Massac County enlisted five-sixths of its voting
population that summer; " Little Egypt" counties in the south of
the state exceeded their recruitment quotas by fifty percent.
President Lincoln made his call for 500,000 men on July 22,
immediately following the Bull Run defeat, and by August, Illinois
was organizing its 55th Regiment.

Ibid.

4James A. Mulligan papers, Chicago Historical Society.

5Page, "University Volunteer Reminiscences of Chicago, p. 84;
Hicken, Illinois in the Civil War, p.3; Mulligan Papers, CHS.
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Hicken, Illinois in the Civil War, pp. 5-6.
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B. Governor Yates Establishes Camp Douglas

1. Authority

Not only was Illinois expected to raise and organize troops,
the state was also expected to quarter, subsist, equip, and train
them before making them available to the federal government for
mustering into the service as part of the volunteer force.
Accommodations were an important issue. At first, Chicago
enlistees were quartered in armories, public buildings, even a
large beer brewery. Entire regiments at a time were temporarily
sheltered in the "Wigwam", Chicago's spacious convention hall where
the Republicans had met the year before to nominate Abraham Lincoln
for president. In and outside the city, on the prairie lands,
sprouted a number of makeshift camps. Camp Fry was the largest on
the north side; other camps were Camp Long, Camp Mulligan, Camp
Fremont, Camp Mather, Camp Webb, Camp Ellsworth and a camp namgd
Douglas, south of where the future Camp Douglas would be sited.

Recognizing the obvious need for coordination in the Illinois
effort, the General Assembly in an extra session authorized
legislation whereby Governor Yates, in September, established from
twenty-five counties the Northern Military District of the State
of Illinois. Yates further directed that the Northern District
have a single camp for assembly and training. Given its growing
size and population-~109,260 reported in the 1860 census--and its
convenieng transportation system, Chicago was the natural
location,

2. Site Selection

Acting under Governor Yate's authority, Judge Allan C. Fuller,
of Belvedere, carefully inspected several Chicago localities for
the most suitable site. In mind he had four general criteria.
First, the site had to be easily accessible. It had to be a

7Karlen, "postal History of Camp Douglas" American
Philatelist, pp. 815-16; Camp Douglas file, CHS.

8The Northern District was composed of the following counties:
Cook, Lake, Boone, McHenry, Winnebago, Stephenson, Joe Davies,
carrol, Ogie, Kane, De Kalb, Will, La Salle, Lee, Bureau,
Whiteside, Rock Island, Henry, Kankakee, Grundy, Putman, Iroquois,
and Livingston. A similar district and post, Camp Butler, at
Springfield, was established for Southern Illinois. Report of the
Adjutant General of the State of Illinois, (Springfield, 1886), p.
112; Karlen, "Postal History"™ American Philatelist, p. 818.
Chicago's population nearly tripled to 298,977 in the 1860s.
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pleasant area overall. It had to have sufficient acreage. And it
had to have an abundant supply of water.

There was no conflict in Judge Fuller's mind, no secondary
choices. The site selected was just across the Chicago boundary
in the southern suburbs, next to the lake front three and a half
miles from city hall. To Chicagoans then it was next to the old
fair grounds where the seventh annual U.S. Aggicultural Society
exhibition had been held September 13-17, 1859.

3. The Site

For a temporary assembly and training facility at the outset
of what was envisioned to be a brief conflict, Judge Fuller's site
was satisfactory. Neither he nor anyone could have foreseen how
the Civil War would escalate or that there would ever be a need to
confine masses of prisoners in Chicago.

The most striking feature of the 1land bordering the
southwestern shore of Lake Michigan was that it is near perfectly
flat. The level of the ground is scarcely fifteen feet above the
lake. Chicago's southern suburbs were sparsely spreading across
an open prairie, a few groves of trees, some modest dairy
agriculture dotting an otherwise dull landscape. The ground was
sandy loam on a substratum of blue clay. Later, this composition
would be ideal for prisoner escape tunnels, and improper 1land
drainage would cause sanitation difficulties. But, again, that
remained unforeseeable in 1861. "In fact", the Tribune praised,
"we see nothing left]RP be desired but that the boys fall in as
rapidly as possible."

Composing 60 to 70 acres, Judge Fuller's site was large but
not immense. It lay west of Cottage Grove Avenue, a residential
northeast-southwest street paralleling the lake, a quarter mile
west of the shoreline.

The site was also west of the Central Illinois Railroad tracks
along the lake front, for evidences of Chicago's future growth were
noticeable even then. There were tracks, too, laid on Cottage
Grove Avenue: a horse-drawn trolley line of the Chicago City

- Railway Company. The line ran down State Street, east on 22nd

Street, then south again to a place called Cottage Grove, which an
0old Union veteran who served seven months at Camp Douglas described
as "a number of beer gardens, bowling alleys, etc., scattered among

9The Chicago Tribune, undated clipping in Camp Douglas
clipping file, CHS.

10The Medical and Surgical History of the War of the
Rebellion, (Washington, 1888), pt. III, Vol. 1, p. 48, The Chicago
Tribune, September 30, 1861.
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clumps of scrub oak timber." Immediately south of the site stood
several tall brick buildings of the Baptist Chicago University.
The nori&ern boundary of the camp site was Ridgley Avenue, a Cross
street.

Drawings and maps of Camp Douglas in its haeday show an
awkward, irregular shaped boundary, because the camp was erected
on two adjoining property tracts. One tract was a portion of the
estate of the camp's namesake, Senator Stephen A. Douglas, the
Democrat's "Little Giant", who had passed away on June 4 at the
age of 48 in the Fremont House. Douglas, to finance his extensive
political campaigns, had engaged in many speculative enterprises,
including major real estate holdings in and around Chicago. One
of these was a 160-acre tract he called "Oakenwald," where he built
a modest house, and where he was buried.

Henry Graves a resident on Cottage Grove Avenue, owned
another, a 3l-acre tract. He leased his land for $1,200 per annum
but did not relinquish hold of his house and yard, which measured
300 feet in frontage by 200 feet in depth. When Camp Douglas
eventually became a walled enclosure, Graves' property became a
private nitchliurrounded on three sides by a high government~built
wooden fence.

These two tracts were leased by the State of Illinois, rent
free, till May 1, 1862. In February of 1862 Capt. John
Christopher, U.S. Army recruiting officer in Chicago, took over
for the federal government, whichlgssumed all costs, although the
state had paid a number of bills.

4. A Staff is Appointed

At the same time Governor Yates directed Judge Fuller to
choose a location for the new camp, he also named a commandant and
staff. Joseph H. Tucker, recently made a colonel in the state
volunteer force, was the first of ten officers who would command
Camp Douglas for variable periods of time. He was not so much a

11Julian Buckbee Collection, CHS.

12Karlen, "Postal History of Camp Douglas",American
Philatelist pp. 815-16; William Boss, "History of Camp Douglas,"
Reminiscences of Chicago, pp. 164-66; Graves to Secretary of War,
March 10, 1865, Consolidated Quartermaster Records, Record Group
92. National Archives.

13The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, (128 vols., Washington

1891-1901), Series II, Vol.3, p. 279, cited hereafter as Q.R.;
Karlen, "Postal History of Camp Douglas," The American Philatelist,
p. 817.




