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NOTE TO THE READER -

Volume II of this report consists of the 411 statements
of significance which were filed with the Aleut Corporation's
site selection applications for historic sites under Section
14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. This
volume should be utilized in conjunction with sections V and
VI of Volume I, discussions of the general description and
significance of Aleut historic sites, and the recommendations
(purely subjective) made concerning their mahagement.

It should also be remembered that these statements may
or may not be complete. When the cértification process
is completed for each selected site, fuller statements, in-
cluding better descriptions of the geographic settings.of the
sites, will be forthcoming. Until that time, however, these
statements will be useful in discussions about the site-specific
information which was utilized for this project.

I would again like to thank Doug Veltre of Anchorage Com-
munity College for his invaluable help in getting the statments
of significance written by the July 1, 1976 deadline. Not only
did he complete historic site information forms for all the
sites, but he was also able to clarify some of the intricacies
of Aleutian archaeology in terms which an historian could un-
derstand. I, however, take full résponsibi]ity for any errors

of fact or interpretation which may have crept into these state-

ments.

|
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I ISLAND/PEN )
93 . GROUP

SITE NAME

STTE CODE

STATE SITE CODE

I. TYPL OF SITL:
1. Cemctery
2. Habitation

3. Other (specify)

I1 SITL STATUS:

1. Active

2. Inactive

IIT LOCATION O SITE:

U.S.G.S. 1:250,000 19 Seward Meridian
Name of map: . Téwnship Latitude
Range Longitude
Section

IV DESCRIPTION OF SITE (CITE REFERENCES LISTED IN V BELOW):

V REFERENCES TO SITE (CHECK & SUPPLY PAGE NUMBERS TO THOSE WHICH APPLY;
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL REFERENCES IF AVAILABLE):

Jochelson 1925:
Hrdlicka 19u45: . -
Wilderness Study Report 1973:

VI ADDITIONAI. INFORMATION:
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U Site #: AU-1
- Island: Attu

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
... map name: ATTY S
i -. ’ ‘ L : ' i
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This site is located at the head of Chichagof Harbor, on the northeastern

coast of Attu, largest of the Near Islands. It was noted as the site of “old
Attu Village" during Frohlich's survey of the island in 1975, and may be the
site which William Healy Dall (1877:43-44) referred to as “an ancient village-

site of subsequent occupation” east of the present village.

A large stream, essential to Aleut settlement areas, was observed running
through the site area during the 1975 survey. The site seems to have been
heavily damaged due to military activities during World War II and subsequent

military building operations in the area.

Sites such as this on Attu are extremely important to the prehistory and
history of Attu. Attu was one of the first islands affected by Russian
fur trading activities after Vitus Bering's discovery of the A]eutiané in
1741. Attu became a station of the Russian American Company which remained
important well into the nineteenth century, and later an outpost of the
Alaska . Commercial Company was established on the island. The island still
had a permanent Mative population until 1942, when the 45.A1euts inhabiting

the island were removed by the Japanese who occupied Attu.

Archaeologically, this site has the potential of yielding significant
information concerning Aleut cultural adaptation in this portion of the
Aleutian Chain. 'Moreover, as this was formeriy a major Aleut village on Attu,

traditions concerning its occupation may still be available through ethnographic

research involving the surviving Attuans living on Atka island.
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[Site '#: AU-Z

sland: Attu

f.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

ap name: ATTU unﬂﬂm_}
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Harbor on the northern coast of Attu Island.

This is an Aleut village site at the eastern entrance to Chichagof

It was excavated by Waldemar

l Jochelson in the early twentleth century and called b_y him "the ancient

I village site, Sin" (Joche]son, 1925:24).

I Jochelson excavated two pits at this site, and although he found no

Russian artifacts, he was "inclined to the opinion that the Aleut lives in

.in after the Russian advent. Kitchen remains were very meager, and these

were mixed with earth. The village was situated on a mountain slope right

I over the sea, a location which would not have been chosen by the ancient

' Aleut" (Jochelson, 1925:26).

As Attu is known to have been occupied by the Aleuts prehistorically as
well as historically into the 1940s, and there are indications that this

area may have been spared damage from World War II activities on the island,

this site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological data con-

I .
P
I :

cerning early Aleut cultural adaptation after the arrival of Russian fur

traders in the Near Islands in the mid-eighteenth century.
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W/ Site #: AU-3

) / Island: Attu

| map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

- map name: ATTU

This site, on the western shore of Bedard Cove on the southeastern coast
of Attu Island, was reported as the ancient village of Nanikax by Waldemar

Jochelson (1925:24).

Six pits were excavated by Jochelson during his investigations of this
site, although a total of fifteen house pits were observed at the site.
Jochelson considered this site to be much older than the site he excavated
at Chichagof Harber (AU-2), and this site is probably of prehistoric Aleut

occupation.

As there are indications that this site was not heav%]y damaged by
military construction on Attu following W6r1d War II, this site has great
potential for yielding significant archaeological data concerning Aleut occupa-
tion of this portion of Attu Island. Little research has been conducted in
this area to delineate Aleut settlement patterns and cultural adaptation over

" a Tong period of time, and therefore sites such as this can add considerably
to the knowledge of regional diversities within Aleut culture both pre-

historically and historically.

N -
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51 te #: AU-4
N sland: Attu

I map ‘ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

‘map name: ATTU
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This small site was reported located near the beach at the end of a

I military airstrip in the survey conducted for the Aleutian Islands Wilderness

Study Report (1973:116). The site is situated on a narrow neck of land be- °

I tween Casco Cove and Massacre Bay on the southeastern coast of Attu Island.

I Such areas were typical of the location of many Aleut settlements: "All the

ancient Aleut villages were situated on the sea-shore, not on the high land

l above the sea, and usually on land between two bays, so that their skin boats

could easily be carried from one body of water to another at the approach of

on necks{
lof’]and..on promontories, or narrow sandbahks” (Jochelson, 1925:23).

This area is of great importance to the history and prehistory of the
Aleutian Islands. Archaeologically, this site has the potential of yielding

significant data concerning regional diversities within Aleut cultural adaptation

to the Aleutian environment. As the Near Islands are relatively isolated both

lcu]tura]]y and biologically from the rest of the Aleutian Chain, research con-

ducted here can help to delineate Aleut migrations and prehistoric occupation

of this area. .

I Historically, this may be the area of first major contact between Russians

land Aleuts in the eighteenth century. When the first Russian fur traders

the western Aleutians, led by Yakof Chuprof and Mikhail Nevodchikof, reached

tu Island following their brief skirmish with Natives on Agattu, Chuprof sent

Alexei Beliaief and ten other men to explore the island. At Massacre Bay

.the Russians found some Native habitations, and after a short quarrel, fifteen

-

L e
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Site #: AU-4

Natives were killed (Bancroft, 1886:104-105). It is not known where on
Massacre these Native habitations were located, but turther investigation of
this area may reveal important information regarding early Native-White contact

on Attu.
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“Site #: AU-5

sland: Attu
ap ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU
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This site, located on Murder Point, a narrow point of land on the south-
eastern coast of Attu Island, was reported by Frohlich's Aleutian Island site

survey in 1975. .

Suchv10cations were typical of Aleut settlements. These narrownecks of
land allowed the Aleuts to carry their skin boats to either of.two bodies of
water at the approach of enemies. Moreover, Frohlich noted that a small island
off the coast of Murder Point provided protection from storms. There is good

oat landing in the area, and a stream, indispensable as a fresh water supply,

runs through the site.

A large number of house pits were located at this site. Thirty-two such
pits, the largest measuring 15 x 10 meters, were found during Frohlich's survey.

A test pit revealed several stone artifacts.

An earlier investigation of the Murder Point area, conducted in 1945 by
military personnel (Archives, University Museum, U. of Pa.) noted that there

were three major middens located on the Point, and this may refer to site

AU-5.

This site is significant in that it has great potential for yielding

important archaeological data concerning the history and prehistory of Aleut

ettlement in this portion of the Aleutian Chain.
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,» S1te #: AU-6 100
Island: Attu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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A large Nat1ve settlement site was reported here, in a cove in the East

Arm of Nevidiskov Bay on the southern coast of Attu Island, by T. P. Bank
(map, n.d.). Such coves were typica] of Aleut settlement locations, as they
afforded protection from storms, while still allowing Aleut hunters easy

access to the sea.

Attu Island is important in the prehistory and history of the Aleutian
Islands' population. As the farthest west of the Near Islands, Attu was
relatively isolated from the other portions of the Aleutians, and the only
Native input on cultural adaptation could have cciic 7rom the east. Furilir

research in sites such as this could recover significant archaecological data

concerning Aleut migrations and settlement patterns in this area before the

arrival of the Russians.

Historically, Attu was one of the first islands to feel the effects of
Russian fur trading activities in the western Aleutians. While many other
A)eutian islands became depopulated, however, a Native settlement remained on
the northeastern coast of Attu until 1942. Continued research in areas such
as site AU-6 can perhaps reveal additional information concerning the effects

of Native-White contact in the area.

This site is significant then, because of its potential for yielding
important data concerning Aleut occupation of the Near Islands over a long

period of time.
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4 T Site #: AU-7 101
Island: Attu

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

ap name: ATTU
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This is a small site, located in a cove at the western entrance to the
West Arm of Nevidiskov Béy on the southern coast of Attu Island, which was

reported by T.P. Bank (map, n.d.).

Attu is extremely important to the study of Aleut history and prehistory.
As the Near Islands are relatively isolated from the céntra] and eastern
Aleutians, this area can serve as a laboratory for the study of Aleut migrations

into the western Aleutians, and the regional diversities in Aleut cultural

'
'
i

adaptation to the Aleutian environment during the prehistoric period.

As the nearest island to the Asian ports from which Russian fur traders

sailed to the Aleutians in the mid-eighteenth century, Attu has great poténtia]

of yielding information concerning the effects of Native-White cultural contact

in this portion of the Aleutians. Attu was a major trading station of the

Russian American Company until the transfer of Alaska to the United States

in 1867. Thereafter, a station of the Alaska -'Comme}cia1 Company was located

on the island, and a permanent Aleut village was situated on the northeastern

coast of Attu until the Natives were removed by the Japanese in 1942.

This site is significant because it has the potential of yielding con-

siderable archaeological and environmenta] data relating to Aleut settlement

patterns, subsistence utilization, and contact with other peoples over a long

period of time.

.
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IsTand: Attu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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This is a large village site reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.) at

the mouth of Chuniksak Creek on the southern coast of Attu Island.

Although the major Aleut settlement on Attu--inhabited unii] the
Natives were removed to Japan as prisoners of War in 1942--is located on the
northééstern coast of Attu, trappers'cabins in this area indicate that the |
site may have been visited for a few weeks each season into the mid-twentieth
century, and ethnographic research among the surviving Attu Aleuts on Atka

may reveal additional information concerning this site.

Most of the Aleut settlement sites in the eastern portion of Attu
were damaged by military activities and construction during and after
World War II. As this area does not seem to have been as heavily damaged,
this site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological data con-
cerning prehistoric and historic Aleut occupation of Attu. Moreover, this
site was an excel]eﬁt location for an Aleut village, as Frohlich's survey of
the area in 1975 observed that the site had good protection from storms and

a good boat landing on a sandy beach.
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Site #: AU-9
stand: Attu
ap ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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This is a large Native village site located on Mikhail Point on
Abraham Bay on.theAsoutthstern coast of Attu Island, which was reported by’
T. P. Bank (map, n.d.). Frohlich's archaeological surVey of Attu in 1975
reported that several small islands offshore give this site fair protection
from the sea, an important consideration in the Iocation of Aleut settle-

ment sites.

Attu is the farthest west of the Near Islands, a group of five
islands relatively isolated culturally and biologically from the eastern and
central Aleutians. Further research on sites such as this, therefore, can

add considerably to the knowledge of prehistoric Aleut settlement of the
Aleutians. Moreover, as regional diversities argknownto exist within the
Aleutians in terms of cultural adaptation, and as cultural and biological

input could only have reached the Near Islands from the east, this area can
yield significant archaeological and envirénmenta] data concerning diversities
in physical types, settlement patterns, and subsistence utilization in the pre-
historic period, as well as in the historic period, when the first Russian

fur traders entered the Near Islands from the west and effectively changed the

Aleuts' way of life.

-
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~ map name: ATTU

;/éite #: AU-10

Esland: Attu 194
map ref.: U.S5.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

This is a small Native settlement site reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.)
on a narrow neck of land at Cape Wrangell, the westernmost tip of Attu Island.
Such narrow points of land were often utilized as locations for Aleut settle-
ment sites, as they allowed the Aleuts to escape to either of two bodies of

water at the approach of enémies (Jochelison, 1925:23).

Attu is a significant island in the prehistory and history of the Aleuts,
and as this site seems to have been untouched by military activities on Attu
during and after World War II,'it has great potential for yielding important
archaeological data concerning Aleut occupation of the island. Although the
major Aleut settlement on Attu was situated in Chichagof Harbor on the north-
eastern coast of Attu--a Russian American Company station was located in this
village until 1867, and it was still an inhabited village until 1942-- the
policy of Russian trading companies was to relocate the Aleut population from
scattered villages such as AC-10 into larger communities so as to better con-
trol trading activities. This site then, can yield information concerning
Aleut settlement patterns and other aspects of Aleut culture in the late pre-
historic and early historic periods, when the first effects of Russian con-

tact with the Natives of this area were felt.
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" Site #: AU-11
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salnd: Attu
p ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

This is a small Native village site reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.) to
be located in Austin Cove on the northern coast of Attu Island. Such coves
were typical of Aleut settlement locations throughout the Aleutians, as they
afforded the inhabitants of these sites protection from storms, while sti11.

allowing for easy access to the sea for hunting purposes.

Most Aleut village sites seem to have'been located, as this one, on the

northern or Bering Sea, coasts of the Aleutian Islands. The reason for this

\ iattern is not completely clear, although it may have something to do with the

ype of shoreline along the Bering Sea coast, and the availability of subsis-
tence resources along this'coasf. Moreover, as complete archaeological sur-
veys have not been made of most of the Aleutian Islands, the extensiveness

of this pattern is not known. Certainly on Amchitka, the one island in the
Aleutians completely surveyed for Native sites, more than half of the 78 sites

found lie on the southern, rather than northern coast.

Further research on this site could add significantly to archaeological
knowledge concerning Aleut settlement patterns, subsistence activities and
cultural contact between Natives and Whites in this relatively isolated--but
heavily populated in the prehistoric and early historic periods--portion of

the Aleutian Chain.



