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NOTE TO THE READER -

Volume II of this report consists of the 411 statements
of significance which were filed with the Aleut Corporation's
site selection applications for historic sites under Section
14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. This
volume should be utilized in conjunction with sections V and
VI of Volume I, discussions of the general description and
significance of Aleut historic sites, and the recommendations
(purely subjective) made concerning their mahagement.

It should also be remembered that these statements may
or may not be complete. When the cértification process
is completed for each selected site, fuller statements, in-
cluding better descriptions of the geographic settings.of the
sites, will be forthcoming. Until that time, however, these
statements will be useful in discussions about the site-specific
information which was utilized for this project.

I would again like to thank Doug Veltre of Anchorage Com-
munity College for his invaluable help in getting the statments
of significance written by the July 1, 1976 deadline. Not only
did he complete historic site information forms for all the
sites, but he was also able to clarify some of the intricacies
of Aleutian archaeology in terms which an historian could un-
derstand. I, however, take full résponsibi]ity for any errors

of fact or interpretation which may have crept into these state-

ments.

|
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93 . GROUP

SITE NAME

STTE CODE

STATE SITE CODE

I. TYPL OF SITL:
1. Cemctery
2. Habitation

3. Other (specify)

I1 SITL STATUS:

1. Active

2. Inactive

IIT LOCATION O SITE:

U.S.G.S. 1:250,000 19 Seward Meridian
Name of map: . Téwnship Latitude
Range Longitude
Section

IV DESCRIPTION OF SITE (CITE REFERENCES LISTED IN V BELOW):

V REFERENCES TO SITE (CHECK & SUPPLY PAGE NUMBERS TO THOSE WHICH APPLY;
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL REFERENCES IF AVAILABLE):

Jochelson 1925:
Hrdlicka 19u45: . -
Wilderness Study Report 1973:

VI ADDITIONAI. INFORMATION:
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U Site #: AU-1
- Island: Attu

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
... map name: ATTY S
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This site is located at the head of Chichagof Harbor, on the northeastern

coast of Attu, largest of the Near Islands. It was noted as the site of “old
Attu Village" during Frohlich's survey of the island in 1975, and may be the
site which William Healy Dall (1877:43-44) referred to as “an ancient village-

site of subsequent occupation” east of the present village.

A large stream, essential to Aleut settlement areas, was observed running
through the site area during the 1975 survey. The site seems to have been
heavily damaged due to military activities during World War II and subsequent

military building operations in the area.

Sites such as this on Attu are extremely important to the prehistory and
history of Attu. Attu was one of the first islands affected by Russian
fur trading activities after Vitus Bering's discovery of the A]eutiané in
1741. Attu became a station of the Russian American Company which remained
important well into the nineteenth century, and later an outpost of the
Alaska . Commercial Company was established on the island. The island still
had a permanent Mative population until 1942, when the 45.A1euts inhabiting

the island were removed by the Japanese who occupied Attu.

Archaeologically, this site has the potential of yielding significant
information concerning Aleut cultural adaptation in this portion of the
Aleutian Chain. 'Moreover, as this was formeriy a major Aleut village on Attu,

traditions concerning its occupation may still be available through ethnographic

research involving the surviving Attuans living on Atka island.
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[Site '#: AU-Z

sland: Attu

f.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

ap name: ATTU unﬂﬂm_}
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Harbor on the northern coast of Attu Island.

This is an Aleut village site at the eastern entrance to Chichagof

It was excavated by Waldemar

l Jochelson in the early twentleth century and called b_y him "the ancient

I village site, Sin" (Joche]son, 1925:24).

I Jochelson excavated two pits at this site, and although he found no

Russian artifacts, he was "inclined to the opinion that the Aleut lives in

.in after the Russian advent. Kitchen remains were very meager, and these

were mixed with earth. The village was situated on a mountain slope right

I over the sea, a location which would not have been chosen by the ancient

' Aleut" (Jochelson, 1925:26).

As Attu is known to have been occupied by the Aleuts prehistorically as
well as historically into the 1940s, and there are indications that this

area may have been spared damage from World War II activities on the island,

this site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological data con-

I .
P
I :

cerning early Aleut cultural adaptation after the arrival of Russian fur

traders in the Near Islands in the mid-eighteenth century.
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W/ Site #: AU-3

) / Island: Attu

| map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

- map name: ATTU

This site, on the western shore of Bedard Cove on the southeastern coast
of Attu Island, was reported as the ancient village of Nanikax by Waldemar

Jochelson (1925:24).

Six pits were excavated by Jochelson during his investigations of this
site, although a total of fifteen house pits were observed at the site.
Jochelson considered this site to be much older than the site he excavated
at Chichagof Harber (AU-2), and this site is probably of prehistoric Aleut

occupation.

As there are indications that this site was not heav%]y damaged by
military construction on Attu following W6r1d War II, this site has great
potential for yielding significant archaeological data concerning Aleut occupa-
tion of this portion of Attu Island. Little research has been conducted in
this area to delineate Aleut settlement patterns and cultural adaptation over

" a Tong period of time, and therefore sites such as this can add considerably
to the knowledge of regional diversities within Aleut culture both pre-

historically and historically.

N -
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51 te #: AU-4
N sland: Attu

I map ‘ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

‘map name: ATTU
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This small site was reported located near the beach at the end of a

I military airstrip in the survey conducted for the Aleutian Islands Wilderness

Study Report (1973:116). The site is situated on a narrow neck of land be- °

I tween Casco Cove and Massacre Bay on the southeastern coast of Attu Island.

I Such areas were typical of the location of many Aleut settlements: "All the

ancient Aleut villages were situated on the sea-shore, not on the high land

l above the sea, and usually on land between two bays, so that their skin boats

could easily be carried from one body of water to another at the approach of

on necks{
lof’]and..on promontories, or narrow sandbahks” (Jochelson, 1925:23).

This area is of great importance to the history and prehistory of the
Aleutian Islands. Archaeologically, this site has the potential of yielding

significant data concerning regional diversities within Aleut cultural adaptation

to the Aleutian environment. As the Near Islands are relatively isolated both

lcu]tura]]y and biologically from the rest of the Aleutian Chain, research con-

ducted here can help to delineate Aleut migrations and prehistoric occupation

of this area. .

I Historically, this may be the area of first major contact between Russians

land Aleuts in the eighteenth century. When the first Russian fur traders

the western Aleutians, led by Yakof Chuprof and Mikhail Nevodchikof, reached

tu Island following their brief skirmish with Natives on Agattu, Chuprof sent

Alexei Beliaief and ten other men to explore the island. At Massacre Bay

.the Russians found some Native habitations, and after a short quarrel, fifteen

-

L e
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Site #: AU-4

Natives were killed (Bancroft, 1886:104-105). It is not known where on
Massacre these Native habitations were located, but turther investigation of
this area may reveal important information regarding early Native-White contact

on Attu.
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“Site #: AU-5

sland: Attu
ap ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU
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This site, located on Murder Point, a narrow point of land on the south-
eastern coast of Attu Island, was reported by Frohlich's Aleutian Island site

survey in 1975. .

Suchv10cations were typical of Aleut settlements. These narrownecks of
land allowed the Aleuts to carry their skin boats to either of.two bodies of
water at the approach of enemies. Moreover, Frohlich noted that a small island
off the coast of Murder Point provided protection from storms. There is good

oat landing in the area, and a stream, indispensable as a fresh water supply,

runs through the site.

A large number of house pits were located at this site. Thirty-two such
pits, the largest measuring 15 x 10 meters, were found during Frohlich's survey.

A test pit revealed several stone artifacts.

An earlier investigation of the Murder Point area, conducted in 1945 by
military personnel (Archives, University Museum, U. of Pa.) noted that there

were three major middens located on the Point, and this may refer to site

AU-5.

This site is significant in that it has great potential for yielding

important archaeological data concerning the history and prehistory of Aleut

ettlement in this portion of the Aleutian Chain.
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Island: Attu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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A large Nat1ve settlement site was reported here, in a cove in the East

Arm of Nevidiskov Bay on the southern coast of Attu Island, by T. P. Bank
(map, n.d.). Such coves were typica] of Aleut settlement locations, as they
afforded protection from storms, while still allowing Aleut hunters easy

access to the sea.

Attu Island is important in the prehistory and history of the Aleutian
Islands' population. As the farthest west of the Near Islands, Attu was
relatively isolated from the other portions of the Aleutians, and the only
Native input on cultural adaptation could have cciic 7rom the east. Furilir

research in sites such as this could recover significant archaecological data

concerning Aleut migrations and settlement patterns in this area before the

arrival of the Russians.

Historically, Attu was one of the first islands to feel the effects of
Russian fur trading activities in the western Aleutians. While many other
A)eutian islands became depopulated, however, a Native settlement remained on
the northeastern coast of Attu until 1942. Continued research in areas such
as site AU-6 can perhaps reveal additional information concerning the effects

of Native-White contact in the area.

This site is significant then, because of its potential for yielding
important data concerning Aleut occupation of the Near Islands over a long

period of time.
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Island: Attu

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

ap name: ATTU
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This is a small site, located in a cove at the western entrance to the
West Arm of Nevidiskov Béy on the southern coast of Attu Island, which was

reported by T.P. Bank (map, n.d.).

Attu is extremely important to the study of Aleut history and prehistory.
As the Near Islands are relatively isolated from the céntra] and eastern
Aleutians, this area can serve as a laboratory for the study of Aleut migrations

into the western Aleutians, and the regional diversities in Aleut cultural

'
'
i

adaptation to the Aleutian environment during the prehistoric period.

As the nearest island to the Asian ports from which Russian fur traders

sailed to the Aleutians in the mid-eighteenth century, Attu has great poténtia]

of yielding information concerning the effects of Native-White cultural contact

in this portion of the Aleutians. Attu was a major trading station of the

Russian American Company until the transfer of Alaska to the United States

in 1867. Thereafter, a station of the Alaska -'Comme}cia1 Company was located

on the island, and a permanent Aleut village was situated on the northeastern

coast of Attu until the Natives were removed by the Japanese in 1942.

This site is significant because it has the potential of yielding con-

siderable archaeological and environmenta] data relating to Aleut settlement

patterns, subsistence utilization, and contact with other peoples over a long

period of time.

.
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This is a large village site reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.) at

the mouth of Chuniksak Creek on the southern coast of Attu Island.

Although the major Aleut settlement on Attu--inhabited unii] the
Natives were removed to Japan as prisoners of War in 1942--is located on the
northééstern coast of Attu, trappers'cabins in this area indicate that the |
site may have been visited for a few weeks each season into the mid-twentieth
century, and ethnographic research among the surviving Attu Aleuts on Atka

may reveal additional information concerning this site.

Most of the Aleut settlement sites in the eastern portion of Attu
were damaged by military activities and construction during and after
World War II. As this area does not seem to have been as heavily damaged,
this site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological data con-
cerning prehistoric and historic Aleut occupation of Attu. Moreover, this
site was an excel]eﬁt location for an Aleut village, as Frohlich's survey of
the area in 1975 observed that the site had good protection from storms and

a good boat landing on a sandy beach.
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Site #: AU-9
stand: Attu
ap ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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This is a large Native village site located on Mikhail Point on
Abraham Bay on.theAsoutthstern coast of Attu Island, which was reported by’
T. P. Bank (map, n.d.). Frohlich's archaeological surVey of Attu in 1975
reported that several small islands offshore give this site fair protection
from the sea, an important consideration in the Iocation of Aleut settle-

ment sites.

Attu is the farthest west of the Near Islands, a group of five
islands relatively isolated culturally and biologically from the eastern and
central Aleutians. Further research on sites such as this, therefore, can

add considerably to the knowledge of prehistoric Aleut settlement of the
Aleutians. Moreover, as regional diversities argknownto exist within the
Aleutians in terms of cultural adaptation, and as cultural and biological

input could only have reached the Near Islands from the east, this area can
yield significant archaeological and envirénmenta] data concerning diversities
in physical types, settlement patterns, and subsistence utilization in the pre-
historic period, as well as in the historic period, when the first Russian

fur traders entered the Near Islands from the west and effectively changed the

Aleuts' way of life.

-
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~ map name: ATTU

;/éite #: AU-10

Esland: Attu 194
map ref.: U.S5.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

This is a small Native settlement site reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.)
on a narrow neck of land at Cape Wrangell, the westernmost tip of Attu Island.
Such narrow points of land were often utilized as locations for Aleut settle-
ment sites, as they allowed the Aleuts to escape to either of two bodies of

water at the approach of enémies (Jochelison, 1925:23).

Attu is a significant island in the prehistory and history of the Aleuts,
and as this site seems to have been untouched by military activities on Attu
during and after World War II,'it has great potential for yielding important
archaeological data concerning Aleut occupation of the island. Although the
major Aleut settlement on Attu was situated in Chichagof Harbor on the north-
eastern coast of Attu--a Russian American Company station was located in this
village until 1867, and it was still an inhabited village until 1942-- the
policy of Russian trading companies was to relocate the Aleut population from
scattered villages such as AC-10 into larger communities so as to better con-
trol trading activities. This site then, can yield information concerning
Aleut settlement patterns and other aspects of Aleut culture in the late pre-
historic and early historic periods, when the first effects of Russian con-

tact with the Natives of this area were felt.

- -’-.‘l!..—.,-.- - . . IE E NS Em BN . -g- -
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salnd: Attu
p ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

This is a small Native village site reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.) to
be located in Austin Cove on the northern coast of Attu Island. Such coves
were typical of Aleut settlement locations throughout the Aleutians, as they
afforded the inhabitants of these sites protection from storms, while sti11.

allowing for easy access to the sea for hunting purposes.

Most Aleut village sites seem to have'been located, as this one, on the

northern or Bering Sea, coasts of the Aleutian Islands. The reason for this

\ iattern is not completely clear, although it may have something to do with the

ype of shoreline along the Bering Sea coast, and the availability of subsis-
tence resources along this'coasf. Moreover, as complete archaeological sur-
veys have not been made of most of the Aleutian Islands, the extensiveness

of this pattern is not known. Certainly on Amchitka, the one island in the
Aleutians completely surveyed for Native sites, more than half of the 78 sites

found lie on the southern, rather than northern coast.

Further research on this site could add significantly to archaeological
knowledge concerning Aleut settlement patterns, subsistence activities and
cultural contact between Natives and Whites in this relatively isolated--but
heavily populated in the prehistoric and early historic periods--portion of

the Aleutian Chain.



Site: AU-12

Island: Attu

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
map name: ATTU _‘{

There is perhaps more historical documentation concerning this site, the
historic village of Attu, than for any other unfnhabited Native site in the
western Aleutians. One of the earliest, and briefest, descriptions of this
village is that of the Russian Orthodox priest Jacob Netzvetov, who visited Attu
in 1830. He described the Native inhabitants, numbering 120, as perhaps the

most "independent and superstitious" of the Aleutian Chain (DRHA 2:28-29).

As a general practice, the Russian American Company gathered the Natives
of scattered villages in the Aleutian Islands into one or two villages on the
major islands in order to facilitate trading activities. This may have been
the case with Attu village, as Netzvetov described Chichagof Harbor, where the
village is located, as "one of the best in the colonies...an excellent anchorage
for ships". The small historic population of Attu make it seem likely that
other Aleut villages on the island had been depleted by disease or through the
transplantation of various hunting parties to other islands (the Aleut pop-
ulations of the Commander and Pribilof Islands were made'up partially of re-

Tocated Attu Natives) by the time of Netzvetov's visit to Attu.

The Russian American Company maintained a branch off%ce of its Atka
District at the yi]]age of Attu, and a census undertaken as part of an official
investigation of the Russian American colonies in 1860 reported a population
on the island consisting of 129 male and 98 female Aleuts, 11 male and 9
female Creoles, superintended by a Creole agent named OQulitovsky. It was also

reported that hunting expeditions of approximately 50 men and 10 women were

/'t-,
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Site #: AU-12

employed during hunting seasbns, and while the fur trade had drastically
declined in the western Alcutians by YRA0. furs valued at $8,127. héd been
shipped from Attu between 185] and']860. Aside from the Natives' dwellings--
semisubterranean barabara--the Russian American Company's buildings. at the .
village consisted of "1 chapel, 1 dwelling house, 1 bathhouse, 1 barrack,

1 wharf, and 1 store" (Kostlivtzev, 1860:36,37).

With the purchase of Alaska in 1867, the Alaska Commercial Company took

over the Russian American Company's property at Attu. In 1878 Ivan Petroff,
orking for the United States Census Bureau, visited Attu, and although he
noted that the Nativeshad become poor due to the decline in sea otter hunting,
he still could call Attu é "Happy Island," as the 107 inhabitants were "the
best preserved specimens of what the Aleuts formerly were, having been re-
moved to a great extent from the deteriorating influence of intercourse with
traders or whalers". Petroff was especially impressed that the Natives of

Attu were relatively free from disease as compared to the Natives on the other

islands of the Chain (Hinckley, 1966:54,55).

Despite their isolated situation--visited occasicnally by an Alaska
Commercial Company supply ship and Revenue Marine vesselss-the population of
Attu was to decline. The 1890 census reported the number of Natives on Attu as
101, but in 1891 The Alaskan, a Sitka newspaper, reported that the Alaska

ommercial Company had abandoned the store at Attu, and the villagers faced

° starvation. By 1930, the date of the next reliable survey, the village pop-

ulation had dropped to 29, but was up again to 44 in 1940 (Orth, 1967:92).

-P-
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Although they had drastically declined in number, the British botanist
Isobel Hutchinson, who visited Attu in 1936, found the 37 inhabitants still
content in their isolation, and “"the purest and happiest remnant of the
jnteresting but fast-vanishing Aleutian race" (Hutchinson, 1937:2). By this
time, according to an archaeologist who visited Attu in 1936, the Natives hqd
been provided with an "excellent" church and a schoolhouse, while the majority

lived in "small frame houses" (May, 1942:135).

The Attu Aleuts were not to remain the “happyf villagers remembered by
occasional visitors much longer. Following the Japanese air attack on Dutch
Harbor, Unalaska, on June3-4, 1942, Japanese forces landed on Attu and sur-
prised the Natives at church services on June 7. The small Native population
of 45 was unable to resist an océupation force of 2,000 and surrendered. Of
the two white schoolteachers in the village, Charles Foster Jones was killed
by the Japanese, while his wife was taken to Japan as a prisoner of war.

The Aleuts were kept on Attu for about three months before they, too, were
transported to Japan, where they remained prisoners of war, digging in the
clay pits of Hokkaido, until freed by American forces in 1945. The twenty-
four survivors of Japanese internment were not to return to Attu, however.
Only sixteen seemed well enough to return to the Aleutians at all, and these

were resettled on the Island of Atka.

This site then, is highly significant in the history of the Aleutians, and

in the memory of many Aleuts still living. Moreover, it is also important to

the prehistory of this portion of the Aleutian Chain. In 1938 the archaeologist

‘Ales Hrdlicka visited Attu and excavated at an old Aleut settlement near the

-3-
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historic village. Hrdlicka considered it a "nicely situated fair-sized o1d

site" (Hrdlicka, 1945:312), and it has the potential of yielding further data

concerning early Aleut settlement and culture on Attu.
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This site, located near Square Point in Sarana Bay on the eastern coast
of Attu Island, was reported in the site survey conducted for the Aleutian

Islands Wilderness Study Report (1973:118).

Little extensive research has been conducted in the Near Islands, yet
this group, especially Attu, has the potential of yielding considerable archaeo-
logical data concerning Aleut history and prehistory.' The island's popu]ation
seems to have been fairly large at the time of the first Russian trading ex-
peditions to the Aleutians (Coxe, 1780:45-46), and the érchaeo]ogica] evidence
that has been recovered from Attu indicates an important prehistoric occupation.
Moreover, the island was inhabited historically until 1942, when the 45

Aleuts still living on Attu were taken to Japan as prisoners of war.

"This site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological and
environmental data which can delineate Aleut settlement patterns, subsistence-
related activities, and cultural adaptation in a relatively isolated portion of

the Aleutian Island Chain.

- —__—A—' L L
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‘Site #: AU-14
sland: Attu
ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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This site, situated on the eastern shore of Bedard Cove on the southeastern

for the Aleut Corporation

I tip of Attu Island, was first located during Frohlich's 1975 survey of Attu.
Il Frohlich reported that this site was well-protected from the sea, due to
I offshore islands and reefs, yet there was good boat landing in the area.

Two streams, important as a fresh water supply for Aleut villages, run through
'.he site. Evidence of at least twenty house pits was observed at the site,

although the largest of these measured only 8 x 5 meters. Nine stone artifacts

were recovered during testing of the site, and it was felt that there was a

possible Aleut burial site in connection with the village.

As this site seems relatively untouched by military activities and con-

struction on Attu during and after World War II, this site is significant be-

cause it has the potential of yielding important archaeological data on the

prehistory and history of the Aleut population of Attu. The Near Islands are
relatively isolated both culturally and biologically from the eastern and
central Aleutians, and this area can serve as a laboratory for the study of

regional diversities in Aleut culture over a long period of time.

ol
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his site is located on the southeastern coast of Attu Island, in Bedard

. .ad was first reported by Frohlich's survey of Attu in 1975.

A dry stream, comnon to Aleut sites, runs through this site, while sevéral

“-.rg is an extremely good boat landing in the area.

Frohlich's survey found evidence of at least twenty-five house pits at

15 site, although the largest of these measured only 4 x 3 meters. Five

.+zne artifacts were recovered during testing of this site.

This site is significant because it has the potential of yielding fm-
»ortant archaeological and environmental data concerning Aleut history and
wrehistory in this poftion of the Aleutian Chain. As the Near Islands were
relativeiy isolated both culturally and biologically from the rest of the
nleutians, this area can offer valuable information on early Aleut migrations
into the Near Islands, as well as regional diversities in Aleut cultural adap-
tation to their environment. And as Attu was one of the first islands affected
by the intrusion of Russian fur traders into the Aleutians in the mid-eighteenth
century, information may be available from this site regarding Native-White con-

tact in this significant area.

nore reefs provide good protection from the sea, another major consideration.

’
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l This site is located approxima 21y two miles west of Buchanan Point on

the northeastern coast of Attu Island, and was first reported during Frohlich's
larchaeo]ogica] site survey of Attu in 1975. The site is partially protected
from the sea by a few small offshore islands and reefs, and a small stream

I runs through the site.

:lI From research conducted elsewhere ih the Aleutians--mainly in the proxi-

: ity of present-day Aleut villages, it is known that Aleut settlement patterns

‘.;ere characterized by base villages utilizing seasonal satellite camps. Re-

I gional diversities--on an intra-island as well as inter-island basis--in the
availability of subsistence resources and cultural adaptation to the Aleutian -

l environment are known to exist, however. The Near Islands, of which Attu is

the larges:, were relatively isolated both culturally and biologically from

the rest of the Aleutian Chain. Sites such as this are significant, therefore,

because they have the potential of yielding considerable archaeological and

environmental data concerning regional diversities in Aleut settlement patterns,

subsistence resource utilization, and other aspects of Aleut culture in the

prehistoric period, as well as informaticn on how that culture was affected

by intrusion of European influences into the western Aleutians in the mid-

eighteenth century.

- "»
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Site #: AU-17
Island: Attu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
map name: ATTU

This site is located in a small cove less than % mile north of Khlebnikof
Point, on the northeastern coast of Attu Island, and was first observed |
during Frohlich's survey of Attu archaeological sites in the summer of 1975.
Such coves were-typical of Aleut site locations, as they afforded protection
from storms, whf]e still allowing easy access tothe sea. This site is pro-
tected by small islands offshore. A small stream, another important consideration

for Aleut site locations, runs next to this site.

Attu is one of the most significant islands in the western Aleutians in
terms of its potential of yieiding information concerning Aleut history and
prehistory. As the largest of the Near Islands, further'research done here
can help delineate early Aleut migration into this portion of the Aleutian
Chain. And as the Near Islands were relatively isolated culturally and bio-
logically from the central énd eastern Aleutians, sites such as this can pro-
vide considerable data concerning regional diversities in Aleut cultural

adaptation to their environment over a long period of time.

Moreover, as Attu was one of the first islands visited by Ruésian fur
traders in the mid-eighteenth century, and a Russian American Company station
was maintained on Attu until 1867 when the Alaska Commercial Company began
activities in the area, and as Attu remained a permanently inhabited island
until 1942, this site may also reveal information concerning Native-White con-

tact in the historic period.
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lAttu, is located in the cove east of Chuniksak Point on the southern coast of

This site, reported during Froh]ich'é 1975 archaeological site survey of

Attu Island. Such coves were typical of many Aleut settlement locations in the
II western Aleutians, as they afforded protection from the worst storms--this
I site is protected by outlying rocks--while still providing easy access to the
sea for hunting purposes. Good boat landing areas were observed along a sandy

l beach at this site.

- Attu is considerably important in the study of Aleut history and prehistory.
_As one of the Near Islands, it was relatively isolated culturally and biologically
M fyom the rest of the Aleutian Chain. As the only cultural and biological input

could have come from the east, further research done on sites such as this could

reveal significant archaeological data on Aleut migrations into the western

Aleutians, as well as information on Aleut cultural adaptation in the area over

a Tong period of time.

Also, ds Attu was one of the first islands visited by Russian fur traders

in the mid-eighteenth century, and remained a Russian American Company outpost

until the transfer of Alaska to the United States in 1867, when the Alaska

Commercial Company began operations on the island, considerable evidence may be

recovered from sites on this island regarding Native-White contact in the area.

- e
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Island: Attu
rop ret 5 U5.6.5., 1953, 1:250,000

map naze: ATTU

Ini- site is located at the head of West Arm Cove in Nevidiskov Bay, on
the wout :+n coast of Attu Island. It was first reported during Frohlich's
1975 ar- . -2logical site survey of Attu. Many A]eut}sett1ement sites are lo-
cated in - .:n coves; as they afforded protection from storms, while still allow-
ing Alewt - .aters easy access to the sea. This site seemed to be.we11 protected, -
while ¢4~ -3 good boat landing areas. A stream, important as a fresh water

suppls ¢~ oyt sites, runs through the site.

L1t :.:h'as this have great potential for yielding significant archaeo-
legreal it roncerning Aleut history and prehistory in the western Aleutians.
Little resear-h has been done in this area on regional diversities in Aleut
cultural adeytation, yet such diversities are known to have existed, both from
en inter-island as well as an intra-island perspective.~-Moreover, as one of
the Near Islands, Attu was relatively isolated culturally and biologically from
the rest of the Aleutians, and the prehistoric éu]ture of the area remained
relatively unchinged for a long period of time. Furthef.research must be done,
however, beforc a clearer picture of Aleut life-styles in this area over time

can be obtained.
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Island: Attu
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I This site, located in a small cove in the middle of Nevidiskov Bay on the

~southern coast of Attu Island, was first reported by Frohlich's archaeological
l site survey of Attu conducted in the summer of 1975. Such coves seem to be

typical of Aleut site locations, as they afforded protection from storms,

while still allowing easy access to the sea for hunting purposes.

l Evidence of house bits was observed at this sité during the 1975 survey,

; and it was noted that the site was situated more than thirty feet above thev

,|I beach. This situation may be helpful in delineating Aleut utilization of this
ite. During research conducted on othér is]ands in the western A]eytians--

most notably the survey conducted on Amchitka Island in 1969-1970 (Desautels,

et.al., 1971)--it was found that there were two basic types of Aleut settlements:

beach terrace sites, which may have served as manufacturing stations or staging

areas for ocean fishing; and bluff sites, which seemed to have been more per-

manent base villages. Further research must be conducted in this area in

order to clearly determine Aleut settlement utilization in the area, and the

regional diversities which may exist within the general pattern.

This site has the potential then, of yielding significant archaeological

data on Aleut settlement patterns and subsistence-related activities in this

relatively isolated and little-studied portion of the Aleutians.

- "
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Site #: AU-21
Island: Attu
map ref.: U.S5.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
map name: ATTU

This site, reported during Frohlich's 1975 archaeological site survey of
Attu, lies in a small cove on the eastern shore of Nevidiskov Bay, an area which
has many old Native sites. Such coves were typical of Aleut settlement 1océtions,
as they afforded protection from storms, while still allowing easy access to the

sea for hunting pruposes.

Like most Native settlement sites on Attu, this site has the potential of
yielding significant archaeological and environmenta]'data concerning Aleut
history and prehistory in the western Aleutians. Little research has been done
in this area, yet sites suéh as this can pravide information contributing to
the knowledge of early Aleut migrations into the western Aleutians, Aleut
settlement patterns, subsistence utilization, and other aspects of Aleut cul-
tural adaptation to their environment--and the regional diversities within the

general patterns of these activities.

Historically, Attu was one of the first of the Aleutians visited by Russian
fur traders in the mid-eighteenth century, and the island was extensively
utilized and inhabited until the 1940s. Further research on sites such as this,

therefore, can also yield information concerning changes in Aleut culture brought

 about by European influences in the area.
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‘ This site's location, in Auburn Cove on the northern coast of Attu Island,
was reported to the Aleut Corporation by Aleut trappers familiar with this

area. These trappers reported that this was either a village or camp site (Aleut
Corp. Files, Site 15). Such coves, with fresh water streams running into them,

were typical of Aleut settlement locations, as they afforded protection from

storms, while still allowing easy access to the sea for hunting purposes.

Attu Island, the largest of the Near Is]ands, is extremely important in the
II history and prehistory of the western A]eut1aws As the Near Is]ands were rela-
tively isolated culturally and biologically from the eastern and western Aleutians,
urther archaeological research in this area can help to delineate Aleut migra-
tions into the western Aleutians, as well as how the cultural adaptation of the
Aleuts inhabiting the Near Isalnds differed from the adaptations over time of
I the Aleuts in the more eastern islands. Also, as Attu was one of the first
islands in the western Aleutians visited by Russian traders in the eighteenth
century, and a permanent village was maintained on the island until 1942,
further research may also uncover data concerning Aleut-White relations in

this portion of the Aleutian Chain.

:ll This site is significant then, because it has the potential of yielding
';Il important archaeological data concerning Aleut history and prehistory. Even
more important, it still holds a significant place in the feelings and associ-

'II ations of the present-day Aleuts who remember this site's location.

o
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.Site #: AU-23
Island: Attu
map ref.: U.S.G.S. 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU

e e s b

This site, in a small bay between Cape Wrangell and Kresta Point on the
northwestern coast of Attu Island, is an improtant area in the traditional oral
history of the Aleuts wh6 once lived on Attu. Bergsland (1959:42) reports this

site as "the village where the legendary ancestress of the Attuans lived".

One of Bergsland's informants was Mike Lokanin, an Attu Native who had
been taken to Japan as a prisoner of war with the other inhabitants of the |
jsland in 1942, and relocated on Atka after his return to the United States in
1945. Lokanin told Bergsland (1959:124-25) the tradition connected with this
site: The inhabitants of the Near Islands had once been numerous, but raiders
from the eastern Aleutians came and destroyed the Near Islands' population, ex-
cept for one woman, named Chuning. She went around the island three times, and
not finding anyone else, madea village at this site. After several years,
Aleuts from the east returned to Attu, and found Chuning at her village,
called Hanilig. Chuning and the eastern Aleuts who found her became the an-
cestors of the Aleut population of Attu found by the Russians on their arrival

in the western Aleutians in the eighteenth century.

This site is significant then, because of the feelings and associations

connected with it for the present-day Aleut population.
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te #: AU-24

sland: Attu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU o
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This is the site of a seemingly very large Aleut village reported to the
Aleut Corporation (Aleut Corp. files, site 16). Between fifteen and twenty house
pits were reported here. This site is located on the narrow neck of land be-

tween Lake Nicholas and Sarana Bay on the eastern coast of Attu Island. It

A . P AR
-. -
'

seems to be near the location of the Aleut summer village reported on Sarana Bay

.y Jochelson (1925:24). If this is the Aleut site partially excavated by

Jochelson, it probably dates from the period after the arrival of the Russian

l fur traders into the western Aleutians in the mid-eighteenth century.

l This site is significant, therefore, because it has the potential of
I yielding important archaeological data concerning the history of the Aleuts
: who occupied Attu, and how their culture was affected by their contacts and

l conflicts with Europeans well into the nineteenth century.
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Site #: AU-25

Island Attu

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU

This site, located on the extrame tiy of Alexai Point on the southeastern
coast of Attu Island, is one of the sites reported to the Aleut Corporation
(Ateut Corp. files, site 17). Such narrow necks of land were typical of many
Aleut settlement locations, as Jochelson noted (1925:23): "Aleut villages were
situated...usually on land between two bays, so that their skin boats could
easily be carried fromvone body of water to another at the apprbach of foes.
Thus the usual location of villages was on narrow isthmuses, on necks of land

between two ridges, on promontories, or narrow sandbanks."

From research cbnducted elsewhere in the A1eutiahs,'it is known that Aleut
settlement patterns were characterized by base villages utilizing seasonal
sdte]]ite camps. Regional diversities in Aleut cultural adaptation to theif
environment are known to have existed, however, and further research must be
done in this area to determine how this site fits into the settlement patterns
and subsistence activities of the Aleut population of Attu. This site has the
potential, therefore, of yielding significant archaeological and environmental
data delineating Aleut prehistory and history in this important, and relatively

isolated, portion of the Aleutian Chain.

Y
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Site #: AG-1

sland: Agattu
ap ref.: U.S5.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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This large Aleut settlement area i1s located on Krugloi Point, the eastern
tip of Agattu Island. Agattu is the second largest of the Near Islands, and
lies just thirty miles southeast of Attu. It was the first area of contact

between Russian fur traders and Aleuts after Bering's expedition of 1741.

This area was excavated by A. C. Spaulding, who describes the settlement
as follows (1962:6)
It was apparent on first inspection that there are two
village sites in the area. The first and easternmost
site...lies on low and gently sloping ground immediately

and more steeply sloping ground several hundred yards to
the west of the first.

Both these vi]]éges were excavated by Spaulding, and cultural features

- above the storm beach....The second site lies on higher

were found at both sites. A C-14 date of 615 B.C. was obtained from the lower

village.

Although Spaulding found a "remarkably poor array of artifact types" here,
he concluded that "the known Agattu sites represent an early population
who brought an archaic and simple artifact inventory to the island and pre-
served it in relative isolation without much change for more than a millenium"

(Spaulding, 1962:43-44).

This site is significant then, in that archaeological data -gathered here

can help clarify Aleut settlement patterns in this portion of the Aleutians,

isolated area.

'5 well as clarify Aleut cultural adaptation to the environment in a relatively
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"~/ Tsland: Agattu

“map ref.: U.S.G.S. 1953, 1:250,000
map name: AT?U. .

This very large settlement area is located in McDonald Cove on the eastern

coast of Agattu, the second largest of the Near Islands.

This area was extensively excavated by Ales Hrdlicka in 1938 (1945:
292-312). There were two major villages comprising this settlement area, and

Hrdlicka considered the two sites "really connected, and form a great unit."

From the archaeological data Which Hrdlicka gathered during his 23-day
study of these sites, he concluded that this area was a major Paleo-Aleut
settlement, with a much later occupation by Aleuts. He thought that the nor-
thern portion of the site “may once have had a thousand inhabitants." Con-
siderable evidence of house pits was found, and also some Aleut burials

were revealed. Hrdlicka also found evidence of a "so-far unique stone in-

dustry."

The fact that one of these sites was on a sloping hill, ‘and the other on
a flat area below the first site, can help to c]arify the characteristics-of
Paleo-Aleut and Aleut settlement patterns in this area. A similar combin-
ation of sites was excavated by A. C. Spaulding (1962).on Krugloi Point on
the eastern tip of Agattu. Also, archaeological investigations on Amchitka
in 1969-1970 (Desautels, et.al., 1971:346) revealed two types of sites--beach
terrace sites and sites located on high bluffs. The Eeach terrace sites were

considered to be manufacturing stations and staging areas for ocean fishing,

while the bluff sites seemed to be more permanent base villages.

N S PR S

This site has the potential of yielding considerable significant archaeo-

logical data concerning prehistoric Aleut occupation of the Near Islands.
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l Site #: AG-2
.Hhen such data is studied along with information gathered from other islands
I in this group,and in the Aleutians in general, a clear picture of Aleut

cultural adaptation and the regional diversities within that adaptation, can be

l obtained.
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This site was repokted as a village site on Nile Point on the squth—<
western coast of Agattu [s]and.by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.). Agattu is the
second largest of the Near Islands, and lies thirty miles southeast of Attu:
This island was the area of first contact--ahd first bloodshed--between
Russian fur traders and the Aleuts following Bering's voyage of discovery

in 1741,

Archaeological research conducted in the eastern portion of Agattu in
the 1930s and 1960s has revealed a 1arge-amount of significant information
regarding prehistorié and early historic Aleut occupation of the island.
Further research, on sites such as AG-3, can add even more information con-
cérning Aleut settlement patterns and subsistence utilization in this rela-
tively isolated portion of the Aleutian Islands. The Near Islands are
important both historically and archaeologically, and sites such as this have
great potentia] of adding to the knowledge of Aleut cultural adaptation to
this area before and after white contact with the Natives changed their way

of Tife drastically.
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I This site was noted as a small Aleut settlement on Gillon Point, the

l extreme western tip of Agattu Island, by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.).

Agattu is an important island in the A]éutians both historica]iy and
archaeologically. It was the first island in the Aleutian Chain visited by
l Russian fur traders after Vitus Bering's exploring expedition sighted the islands
in 1741. 1In 1745 these traders, led by Yakof Chuprof, landed on Agattu and
.1 a misunderstanding with the Natives "for the first time the thundering
Il echoes of musketry resounded from the hills of Agattu...and the long era of
bloodshed, violence, and rapine for the poor Aleuts was begun" (Bancroft,

1886:103).

Archaeological investigations conducted in the eastern portion of Agattu

by Ales Hrdlicka (1945) and A. C. Spaulding (1962) revealed extensive evidence

of a large prehistoric Native population on the island.

This site is sigm‘ficant, therefore, because it has the potential of

yielding a great deal of information which, when studied in connection with

data gathered from other sites on the island, can clearly delineate Aleut

settlement patterns and cultural adaptation in this area in both the pre-

historic and early historic periods.

e
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Island: Agattu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU
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Ths site was reported by T.P. Bank (map, n.d.) in a small cove southwest

of Armeria Point on the northern coast of Agattu Island. Such coves were typical

of Aleut settlement areas, as they afforded protection from storms, while

still allowing for easy access to the sea for hunting purposes. They were also

easy to defend against approaching enemies.

This island is significant in the history of Native-White cultural con-
tact in the Aleutians. Agattu was the first island visi%:z2 by Russian fur

traders in the mid-nineteenth century after Bering's  second exbloration ex-

.pedition discovered the Aleutian Chain. This contact fits the stereotype of

such contact between Europeans and Native Americans on each of the American

frontiers--there was misunderstanding and violence, leading eventually to the

Natives' complete subjugation under the Russians.

This area is also significant in the study of Aleut prehistory. The
Near Islands were relatively isolated both culturally and biologically from
the central and eastern Aleutians, and further research here could answer

many questions concerning Aleut migrations into the western Aleutians.

Archaeological research done on sites on the eastern coast of Agattu has re-

vealed extensive evidence of prehistoric Native occupation of the island.
This site is significant, therefore, in that it can add still more data con-
cerning the prehistoric Aleut cultural adaptation to this area, as well as

information concerning Native-White contact and conflict in the Near Islands.
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Site #: AG-6

Tand: Agattu
p ref.: U.5.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000
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This is a Native village site located on Armeria Point on the northern

coast of Agattu Island, which was reported by T.P. Bank (map, n.d.).

Agatfu Island is important in the study of bothAA1eut history and pre--
history. It was the first island visited by Russian fur traders after Vitus
Bering's 1741 explorations discovered the Aleutian Islands. The actions of
these traders--including misunderstanding and violence--was to typify Russian

contact with the Aleuts that was to continue into the nineteenth century.

In terms of Aleut prehistory, continued research in this area can add
considerable data to the knowledge of Aleut migrations into the western Aleutians,
and Aleut cultural adaptation to the area's environment. The Near Islands .
vere relatively isolated culturally and biologically from the central and
eastern Aleutians, and therefore the sole source for cultural and biological
input was from the east. Research conducted on sites on the eastern coast

of Agattu has revealed extensive evidence of prehistoric Aleut settlement of
the island, and cultural aspects that seem to have remained fairly constant for

centuries.

This site is significant then, because it has the potential of yielding
important archaeological data concerning prehistoric Aleut occupation of Agattu,
as well as how contact with Europeans affected Aleut cultural adaptation to

he area beginning in the eighteenth century.
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S\tc i AG-7

Island Agattu
map rof. 90 6.5, , 1953, 1:250,000

map nane: AT]U N mTﬁ.’

This site, located in a <mall cove in Armeria Bay, on the northern coast

of hgattu Island, was reported by T.P. Bank (map, n.d.).

of Aleut settlement areas, as they afforded pr

providing easy access to the sea for hunting purposes. "They were also easily

defensible against approaching enemies.

This island was the first to be visited by Russian fur traders in the

eighteenth century after Vit

the Aleutian Islands. Russian traders in the 1750s found Agattu to contain

“the greatest number of inhabitants" of the Near Islands (Coxe, 1780:45).

Archaeological investigations conducted on sites on the eastern coast

of Agattu have revealed that the island also had a large prehistoric Native

population, and that the Aleut cultural adaptatipn to the Near Isalnds, being

jsolated from other portions of the Aleutian Chain, remained relatively con-

stant over the long period of Aleut occupation of the area.

This site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological and

environmental data concerning Aleut prehistory and history in this important

section of the Aleutians, and can serve, with other sites on the island, as

a laboratory for the study of regional diversities in Aleut cultural adapta

both before and after Russian contact with the Aleuts.

Such coves were typical

otection from storms, while still

us Bering's second exploring expedition discovered

tion
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This Native settlement site was reported by T.P. Bank (map, n.d.) to be

located in a small cove on the northeastern coast of Agattu Island. Such

coves were typical of Aleut settlement locations, as they afforded protection

from storms while still allowing Aleut hunters easy access to the sea.

Agattu was the first island visited by Russian fur traders in the mid-

1740s, following the discovery of the Aleutian Islands by Vitus Bering, and

Agattu was found to contain- the most numerous population of the Near Islands.

Archaeological research conducted on sites on the eastern coast of

Agattu has revealed extensive evidence of prehistoric Aleut occupation of the

island. Moreover, according to Aleut traditions concerning the Near Islands,

Agattu was said to have been well-populated, but the Aleuts here were killed

by raiders from the eastern Aleutians, who later repeopled the island (Bergsland,

1959:124-25).

This site has the potential of yielding significant archaeological data

concerning Aleut prehistory in this area. As the Near Islands were relatively

isolated culturally and biologically from the rest of the Aleutian Chain,

studies in this area can reveal the diversities in Aleut cultural adaptation

to their maritime environments over a long period of time. And as Agattu

as an important area in the Russian fur trade, further research here may

-

uncover more information which can help to explain changes in Aleut culture

after contact with the Europeans.
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Site #: AG-S

Island: Agattu
map ref.: $.6.5., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU__

A relatively smali Native settlement site was reported here, in a small
cove in Patricia Bight on the northern coast of Agattu Island, by members of
the Atka Village Land Committee (Aleut Corp. files). Although Agattu has been
uninhabited for a long period of time, Native contact with the area has con-
tinued, and many Aleut trappers are familiar with such sites in the Aleutians.
it is known that the former inhabitants of Attu (thirty miles
northwest of Agattu) commonly used Agattu during the trapping season (Hrdlicka,
1945:290). And as the remnants of the Attu population were relocated on

Atka following their return from Japanese imprisonment in 1945, the traditional

location of hany sites in the Near Islands are known to the Atka Natives.

Sites such as this, not reported in earlier archaeological ﬁurveys of
Agattu, have significance even beyond the feelings and associations present-
day Aleuts may have for the area. They have the potential of yielding con-
siderable archaeological and environmental data concerning the settiement
patterns, subsistence-related activities, and cu]turai adaptation of the

Aleuts in the Near Islands, both in the prehistoric period and in the period

~ after Russian contact with the Near Islands, in the mid-eighteenth century.
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Site #: AG-10
Island: Agattu
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU
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This is a small Aleut village site, located southwest of Patricia
Point on the northern coast of Agattu Island, which was reported by the Atka

Village Land Committee (Aleut Corp, files).

Agattu, second largest of the Near Islands, is an extremely important
island in terms of Aleut prehistory. Archaeological research conducted on
the eastern coast of the island in the 1930s by Ales Hrdlicka (1945:290-312),
and more recently by A.C. Spaulding (1962), has revealed extensive evidence of
pre-Russian Aleut occupation of the island. As the Near Islands are relatively
isalated culturally and biologically from the rest of the Aleutian Chain,
continued research in this area can help delineate regional diversities in

Aleut cultural adaptation to the Aleutian environment over time.

The island is also important historically, as Agattu was the first island
to be visited by Russian fur traders after Berings' expedition of 1741 dis-
covered the Aleutian Chain. It is known to have had a large Native population
at that time (Coxe, 1780:45). After the island became dgpopu]ated, the area
was.Still utilized by the Aleut population of Attu and other Aleutian islands

for seasonal trapping.

This site is significant because continued archaeological, ethnographic,
and historical research concerning this area can yield important additional

information concerning Aleut culture and history in this portion of the

Aleutians, and determine the extent of continued Aleut feelings and associations

for the area.
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This is a small site reported on the northeast ccast of Alaid Island,

one of the Semichi Islands in the Near Islands Group. The Semichi Islands

were sighted by both Chirikov's St. Paul and Bering's St. Peter during their

return to Russia following Bering's second vbyage of discovery in 1741, al-

though no contact was made with the Natives of these islands. The Near

Island Group as a whole, being closest to the Russian ports from which

Russian fur traders sailed into the Aleutians, was the first portion of the

leutians to come under the control of the fur traders, as early as 1748

8

Bergsland, 1959:14).

The Near Islands are also significant in Aleutian archaeology. They

were relatively isolated culturally and biologically from the central and eastern

Aleutians, and this isolation can be studied in part through the recognition

that the sole sources for cultural and biological input was from the east;

on the other hand, the first European contacts were from the west. Sites

such as this have great potential, therefore, for yielding significant

archaeological material on the prehistoric occupation of this area, as well

as the cultural changes brought about by Russian intrusion in the historic

period.
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Site #: NI-1
Island: Nizki
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU

This site, reported as a large village site by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.), lies
on the narrow point of land on the western end of Nizki, the smallest of the
Semichi Islands in the Near Islands Group. Such narrow points of land were

typical of Aleut settlement sites, as they had the advantage of allowing the

Aleuts' skin boats to be carried easily "from one body of water to another at the

approach of foes" (Jochelson, 1925:23).

This area of the Aleutians is extremely important historically as well
as anthropologically. It was the area of initial contact between Russians and
Aleuts in the mid-eighteenth century--contact which included trade, violence, .
and Native subjugatidn--and portions of the Near Islands were permanently
occupied unitl the mid-twentieth century. This area is also important to the
study of Aleutian anthropology, as it was a fairly isolated region and cul-
turally and biologically, and provides an excellent laboratory for the study

of regional diversities in Aleut cultural adaptation.

. This site is significant, therefore, because it has the potential of
yielding important archaeological information regarding prehistoric and his-

toric Aleut occupation of the most western islands in the Aleutian Chain.
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Y Site #: NZ-2
Island: Nizki
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This site, on the northern coast of Nizki Island, the smallest of the
I Semichi Islands in the Near Islands Group, was reported as a small village site

by T. P. Bank(map, n.d.).

The westernmost Aleutian Islands are extreme]y impbrtant in the study
”II of Aleut history and prehistory. According to Aleut tradition, these islands
‘were once densely populated, but Aleut raiders from the east practically deQ
:II stroyed the islands' whole population, and then repeopled the larger islands
g ergs]and; 1959:124-25). The islands were populated at the time of the in-

trusion of Russian fur traders into the Aleutians in the eighteenth century--

by 1748 the Natives of the Near Islands were forced to pay tribute to the Russians--
and the island of Attu was still populated in 1942.

Sites such as this are significant because they can yield considerable

archaeological data regarding Aleut prehistoric and historic migrations into

and occupation of this part of the Aleutian Chain, a region that was relatively

isolated culturally and biologically from the rest of the Aleutians. Extensive

archaeological studiecs have not been conducted in this part of the Chain, yet

it can reveal important information regarding regional diversities in Aleut -

cultural adaptation to their environment over a long period of time.

[t
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_/ Island: Nizki
map ref.: U.S.G.5., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU ,‘1
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This site, situated in a small cove on the southeastern coast of Nizki

Island, the smallest of the Semichi Islands, was reported as a large village
<ite by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.). Such coves were common for the location of

Aleut sites, as they afforded the sites' inhabitants protection from storms,

while still providing easy access 1o the sea for hunting purposes.

Despite the fact that the Near Islands have not been extensively sur-

veyed for Native settlement sites, forty-four sites have been reported for the
group as a whole, and four of these are on Nizki, the smallest island in the
area. From research done elsewhere in the Aleutians, it is known that Aleut
" settlement patterns were characterized by base villages utilizing seasonal

satellite camps. Continued research in this portion of the Aleutians can
help to determine how these characteristics persisted or thanged on an inter-

island, as well as an intra-island basis.

This site is significant, therefore, because it has the potential of
yielding important archaeological information on the changes in Aleut cul-
tural adaptation to their environment in this portion of the Aleutians both

prehistorically and historically.
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sland: Nizki

p ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

ap name: ATTU

This site, reported as a small settlement site by T. P. Bank (ﬁap, n.d.),

is located on the northeastern coast of Nizki, the smallest of the Near Islands.

This area is of great importance in the history and prehistory of the Aleut

population, The Near Islands appear to have been fairly well-populated at the

time of Russian discovery of the Aleutians in the 1740s, and the first Russian

trading ventures into the Aleutians took place here in 1745. "The Semichi

Islands, of which Nizki is one, seem to have become depopulated rather quickly

this period, as the Russian policy was to relocate Natives from scattered

villages into larger communities to facilitate trading. The large settlement

on Attu, inhabited by the Aleuts until 1942, was a major station of the Russian

American Company in the nineteenth century.

This site is significant then, in that it has great potential for yielding

archaeological and environmental data relating to Aleut migrations, settlement

patterns, and subsistence utilization in this portion of the Aleutians in the

prehistoric period, as well as information concerning Aleut culture change in

the historic period.



!
t Site #: SH-1
*? Island: Shemya

map ref.: U.5.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU
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This site, reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.), is located on the northern
coast of Shemya Island, easternmost of the Semichi Islands in the Near Islands
Group. This may have been the island sighted by Vitus Bering in October, 1741,

on his il1-fated return from his voyage of discovery, and named St. Abraham:

Four Native village sites have been reported on Shemya. This'may not
be an accurate indication of the utilization of this island by the Aleut pop-
ulation of the Near Islands, however, as a complete survey of the island for
Native sites has not been made. According to T. P. Bank (1953a:247), practi-
cally every cove, bay, or inlet in the Aleutians that afforded protection from

storms was inhabited at one point or ancther by the Aleuts.

As the Near Islands were the westernmost inhabited islands at the time of
the discovery of the Aleutians in the 1740s, and as the largest of the Near
Islands, Attu, was inhabited until 1942, all sites in this area, such as this
one, have great potential for yielding significant archaeological information
concerning Aleut settlement patterns; subsistence utilization, and cultural

adaptation both in the prehistoric and historic periods..
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" Site ff: SH-2
land: Shemya
p ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

l map name: ATTU L

l the Near Islands, was reported as a small Native settlement site by T. P. Bank

[N U S

This site, in a cove on the northeastern coast of Shemya, easternmost of

I (map, n.d.). Such coves were common locations for Aleut villages, as they a@fforded
protection from storms, while still allowing for easy access to the sea for

I hunting purposes.

l A report on the population of the Near Islands,made by Rus.sian traders

in the 1750s,noted a total of fifty families 1iving on the three islands of
\.tu, Agattu, and Shemya (Coxe, 1780:46). These islands, howevér, seem to have
m been more densely populated at earlier times, as traditional Aleut stories con-
. cerning inter-island warfare note a large popu]ation. for the Near Islands

I (Bergsland, 1959:124-25).

This site is significant because it has the potential of yielding impor-
tant archaeological information concerning Aleut population density and settle-

I ment patterns in this portion of the Aleutian Chain both prehistorically and

historically.
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Island: Shemya
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU =

This site, on the northeastern coast of Shemya Island in the Near Islands

Group, was reported as a‘sma11 Native village site by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.).

Although only four Native sites have been reported on Shemya, fhis may
not accurately reflect Native occupation of the island, as a complete site
survey has not been made. Normally, almost every available cove or inlet iﬁ
the Aleutians was utilized for either base villages or sgasona] satellite camp

locations.

Most Aleut sites in the Aleutians, as this one, have been reported on the
northern coasts of the islands. The reason for this pattern is not completely
clear, although it may have something to do with the type of coastline along
the Bering Sea and the availability of subsistence resources along that coast.
This site is significant in that it has the potential of yielding important .
archaeological and environmental data concernihg these settlement patterns,

and the regional diversities of those patterns.
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Site #: SH-4

land: Shemya

p ref.: U.S.G.S., 1953, 1:250,000

map name: ATTU

This site, on the southwestern coast of Shemya Island, in the Near
Islands Group, was reported as a large Native settlement by T. P. Bank (map

n.d.). This is the only Native site reported on the southern coast of Shemya,

although more sites may be revealed by future archaeological surveys in the

area.

v Shemya was sighted by Vitus Bering in October, 1941, on his return
\')yage to Kamchatka, and named St. Abraham Island. Soon thereafter, Russian

fur trading expeditions entered the Near Islands, and the Aleut way of life

changed drastically. Sites such as this, in an area known to have been

fairly well populated in the late prehistoric and early historic periods

(Bergsland, 1959:14), have the potential of yielding significant archaeological

data on Aleut cultural adaptation in this portion of the Aleutians prior to

Russian intrusion into the area, and how Russian contact affected Aleut

culture.
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Site #: BL-1

Istand: Buldir

map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000
map name: KISKA
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Buldir Island lies solitary, mid-way between the main islands of the Rat
Group 75 miles to the east, and the Near Islands 75 miles to the west. It
was named after Stephen Buldir, a sailor on Vitus Bering's St. Peter, who died
on the October morning the island was discovered in 1741,.during Bering's
ill-fated attempt to return to Kamchatka after his voyage of Alaskan discovery

(Golder, 1922: 1:339).

This site Ties near Northwest Point on the western side of Buldir Island,
and was observed by Frohlich during his survey of the western Aleutians in the

summer of 1975. One copper artifact, dating from the period after Russian

contact with this part of the Aleutian Chain, was found during Frohlich's

survey, as well as a human skull slightly to the east of where the artifact

was found.

This site is significant on three levels. First, it has the potential
of yielding important information regarding Aleut migrations into the western
Aleutians. Second, it can provide archaeological data regarding prehistoric
Aleut occupation and settlement patterns in this portion of the Aleutians.
And third, information gathered at this site can add to the knowledge of

Native-Russian contact in this area beginning in the mid~eighteenth century.
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ite # ;,‘:S—l
Tand: Kiska

‘@ map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000
l map name: KISKA

| l

I This extensive site is located on Witchcraft Point, on the northwestern

coast of Kiska Island. It was described fully in Hrdlicka's report of his

archaeological investigation of the Rat Islands in 1938. It is situated on a

I bluff, and a smaller, and seemingly more recent, site was found on higher ground

nearby. Hrdlicka (1945:236) thought this site "one of the largest yet seen in
' the Far North." It contained many house pits, although an exact count could
@ "ot be made, due to the lush vegetation which covered the area. Hrdlicka
l describes this site quite graphically (1945:236):

It is located on a fine slowly rising level, facing
westward, 15 to over 30 feet above a sandy beach, and
reaching towards a large and rocky point, with a line
of jagged "monuments" of rocks extending seaward. On
the land side, the plateau of the site is bounded by
the deep trough of a nice fresh water stream, and be-
yond the stream towards the east there are two long
artificial trenches, which undoubtedly were made and
served for protection. Not far from the more southern
of these trenches, within the site, is a large arti-
ficial depression which could only have been, it seems,
a reservoir for water.

Hrdlicka found that on the rocky point, mentioned above, there were
"remains of several other dwellings. This was doubtless a lookout point, from

I which the Natives watched for appearance of whales, and perhaps enemies" Such

l in the prehistory and history of this portion of the Aleutians:

Tookout points were typical of Aleut village sites (Jochelson, 1925:23).

Hrdlicka's last comments (1945:236) on this site indicate its significance

The site must have been occupied for a considerable time
and from well before the Russian arrival; but its last
phases may have been influenced by the Russians--the
trenches and the artificial reservoir for water suggest

l this--yet, why should the Russians have instigated such
: measures? We found no specimens of White man's origin,
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Site #: KS-1

and there was no trace of any such in the talus of the
site or on the beach in front; but the main parts of the
place were not touched. /¢ a.. cvenis here is a major
old site that will well deserve further attention.
It is known from Russian sources, that Kiska had a large Native population
at the time of first Russian contact with the area, in the 1750s (Coxe, 1780:46).
Further research in this major site, can yield significant archaeological

data on the prehistoric and early historic occupation of the western Aleutian

Islands.
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ite #: KS-2

Tand: Kiska

ap ref.: U.S.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000
map namg; KISKA

This site, oﬁ the western coast of Kiska Island, was noted as a large
midden site by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.). The normal Aleut settlement patterns, as
revealed through research conducted elsewhere in the Aleutians, is characterized
by base villages utilizing seasonal satellite camps. It is not known how
this site fits into this pattern. It is situated, however, about 1% miles

south of the very large village site (KS-1) found by Ales Hrdlicka in 1938.

Russian fur traders who entered the western Aleutians in the 1750s were

‘-o1d by a Native leader of Attu "that Eastward there are three large and well-

peopled islands, Ibiya, Kicksa, and Olas, whose inhabitants speak a different
Tanguage" (Coxe, 1780:46). Only eight Native sites have been reported on
Kiska and Little Kiska Islands, however, compared to 78 sites reported on
Amchitka. This is more 6f an indication of the extensive site surveys con-
ducted on Amchitka and the scant attention received by Kiska, rather fhan

an indication of former Native settlement utilization of the different

islands.

This site has the potential of yielding considerable significant archaeo-
logical data concerning Aleut migration into, and settlement patterns within,
this portion of the western Aleutians. The large sife to the north of KS-2
is known to have both prehistoric and early historic.components, and this site
Iso could add much to the knowledge of Aleut cultural adaptation in this

arca over a long period of time.
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JsTand: Kiska
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000
map name: KISKA
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A small Native settlement site was reported here, in Dark Cove,on the
southwestern coast of Kiska Island, by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.). Such coves
were typical locations for Aleut settlements, as they offered protection from

‘storms, while still providing easy access to the sea for hunting purposes.

Kiska is an extremely important island in terms of the archaeological

data it can provide concerning various aspects of Aleut history and prehistory.

According to Christy G. Turner (]970:118); "the Rat Islands were the visual
terminus for the westerly-trending Paleo-Aleut colonizing migrations that
began sometime before 500 B.C." This would seem especially true of Kiska, as
the only remaining island in the Rat Group is Bu]dir.Island, 75 miles to the

west.

Moreo&er, archaeological investigations conducted on Kiska by Ales
Hrdlicka in 1938 (1945:236) revealed significant evidence of prehistoric
Aleut settlement on the island, as well as indicgtions of Russian influence
armong the Natives living here beginning in the eighteenth century. Kiska
vas known to early Rﬁssian fur traders in the area as a "well-peopled"

island (Coxe, 1780:46).

This site is significant, therefore, in that it has the potential, as
one of the few Native sites reported on Kiska, for yielding important data
concerning Aleut migrations, settlement patterns, subsistence utiltizaiton,

and cultural adaptation in the western Aleutians over a long period of time.
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., 1951, 1:250,000
Eap 6 BN
sv... .. 2 large site, reported by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.) at the head of
(uert: ..o - ..o 2t the eastern end of Vega Bay on the southern coast of Kiska,
ore 6t oo tarzar islands in the Rat Islands Group. While even the smallest
cowen ottt ori2d the inhabitants of.such sites with protection from storms and

casy access to the sea, Gertrude Cove is an especially large one, and further
rewearch in this area might reveal this site to be a large permanent base

villago,

Fiska is one of the more interesting of the Aleutian Islands in terms of
e :rchaeological data it can provide concerning prehistoric Ajeut migrations
to ¢end settlement patterns within the western Aleutians. Although only e{ght
Native sites have been reported on Kiska, this may not be an accurate indication
of fsriar Aleut utilization of the island, as a complete site survey has not
been r:ade on Kiska. Moreover,-historicé1 documentation concerning early
Russien intrusion into the western Aleutians indicates that Kiska had a large
Kative population in the mid-eighteenth century. Archaeological investigations
of Kista,conducted by Ales Hrdlicka in 1938, confirms prehistoric and historic

OCCupation of the island (Hrdlicka, 1945:236).

This site is significant, therefore, in that it has great potential for
yielding important archaeological and environmental data concerning Aleut

cultural adaptation in this portion of the Aleutian Chain.

-
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" Site #: KS-5
IsTand: Kiska
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000
map name: KISKA

This site, in Mutt Cove on the southern coast of Kiska Island, was reported

by T. P. Bank (map, n.d.).

Although Kiska has not been completely surveyed for Native settlement sites,
it is an island that is extremely significant in terms of Aleut occupation of
the Aleutian Island Chain. It is considered one of the more important islands
in terms of studying Paleo-Aleut migrations into the western Aleutians before

500 B.C. (Turner, 1970:118), and is known to have had a large Native population

up to the time of early Russian penetration of the Aleutians (Coxe, 1780:46).

Archaeological investigations conducted elsewhere on Kiska,in the early
twentieth century (Hrdlicka, 1945:236),has revealed extensive evidence of a large
prehisioric and early historic Native pobu]ation on the island. Further research,
in areas such as this,has the poientia] of uncovering more archaeological and
environmental data concerning Aleut settlement patterns, subsistence utilization,
and diversities in cultural adaptation on an inter-island as well as intra-
island basis over the long history of Aleut occupation of this portion of the

Aleutian Chain.
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Site #: KS-7

sland: Kiska

map ref.: U.5.6.S., 1951, 1:250,000

map name: KISKA = ..

This is a large Native settlement site located on the southern shore of
Kiska Harbor on the eastern side of Kiska Island. William Healy Dall, during
his archaeological investigations in the Aleutians in the late nineteenth
century noted that "on the south shore of Kyska Harbor, near a small portaée,

is a rather modern shell-heap," (Dall, 1877:44) a notation that could refer to

this site.

Hrdlicka (1945:229), during his studies on Kiska in 1938, also noted this

'ite as a relatively recent one--"not over a very few centuries at most"--but

I ll.‘ll’.ll. I B I &N EE s

still considered it a "large, straggling” site. Although Hrdlicka felt that
conditions on this island were "opposed to any permanent settlement”, he also
noted that this might not always have been the case, and further excavation on
the western coast of Kiska revealed a large prehistoric aad early historic

Native site (Hrdlicka, 1945:236).

This site is significant in that it has the potential of yie]ding im-
portant archaeological data concerning the occupation of Kiska by both pre-
historic and historic Native populations. When this\information is studied
in conjunction with data gathered from other sites on tﬁis and other islands in
the western Aleutians, a clearer picture of Aleut cultural adaptation in this

portion of the Aleutian Chain over time can be obtained.



\ Site #: KS-8
"’ Tsland: Kiska
map ref.: U.S.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000 |

map name: K{SKA

This is a large site on the northern shore of Kiska Harbor, on the eastern
side of Kiska Island. It was one of the sites excavated by Ales Hrdlicka

during his Aleutian Islands archaeological investigations in 1938.

Hrdlicka found that this was a large village site, with over 40 house
pits. Yet the site was not an old one, and Hrdlicka concluded that the Natives
who occupied this site were "probably brought in from elsewhere to. hunt' for the
Russians" (1945:225). Russian trading policy in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries was to. relocate the populations of isolated Aleut
villages into larger communities, where they could be more easily controlled
for hunting purposes. Considerable European crockery, glass, and metal objects,
some dating from the early eighteenth century, were found at this site, and

one of the depressions excavated may have been a store or a chapel (1945:227).

This site is significant in that it has the potential of yielding con-
siderable data on Native-White cultural contact in this bortion of the A]eutian
Cha%n after extensive Russian activities in the area, and how such contact

affected traditional Aleut cultural activities.
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Site #: KS-6 _ .

Jand: Kiska (Little Kiska)

hp ref.: U.5.G.S., 1951, 1:250,000

map name:\}ISKAh>.A.. B "J
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This large midden site on the western end of Little Kiska, a small island
off the eastern coast of Kiska Island, was reported by Ales Hrdlicka during
his archaeological investigation of the western Aleutians in 1938. This site

may have been damaged by military activities in the area during World War II.

Hrdlicka (1945:225) thought this a "fine old site" on a bluff. Nearby

was a trapper's cabin, indicating continued Aleut use of the area for a few

weeks during each year. Hrdlicka's description of the site (1945:231-32)
v-ndicates that it was a fairly large settlement:

The site...contains about 50 depressions, nearly half
of which, however, are probably those of the sweat-bath
or sleeping chambers that were attached to each dwelling. -
A1l the dwellings are...of moderate but not small size, and
to the right of the midst of all is the large quadrangular
hollow of the communal house or barabara. A1l signs of .
wood absolutely wanting; the site is unquestionably old.

This site is significant, therefore, in that it has the potential of

yielding considerable archaeological data which can help to clarify Aleut

occupation of this area over time. While Hrdlicka thought this was a pre-

historic site, he did find "two native-made bone 'razors,' in one of which was

still a piece of iron.' This may indicate early historic or protohistoric

influences in this area, and further research could perhaps reveal the

extent of that influence.
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I 1 jijsland: Scqula
5 bomap rofyg U.5.GS., 1951

1;250,000°
d J mav name: RAT ISLANDS
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This site, located on Iron Point on the southeastern coast of
Seqgula Island in the Rat Islands Group, was reported by McCartney |
during his 1972 Aleutian Islands survey for the Aleutian Islands
Wilderness Study Revort (1973:114).

Although only one site is reported for Segula Island(called Chugul
by the Russians), it is likely that more sites well be revealed in
further surveys of the area. T.P. Bank (1953a:247) wrote that almost
every inlet, cove, or point of land which offers protection from the
sea and easy escape from approaching énemiés was inhabited at one
time or another during Aleut occuvation of the Aleutian Islands. Al-
so, a Russian trading expedition in the Near Islands in the 1750s was
told by a Native leader of Attu that the Rat Islands were heavily pop-
ulated bv a "tribe" which spoke a different dialect of the Aleut lan-
guage (Coxe, 1780:46). Manv of the Aleutian Islands lost population
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, however, due to devastat-
ing diseases brought by the Russians, warfare between Natives and
whites, and because Ruésian trading pvolicy involved the relocation of
the Aleut pooulation from isolated villages to larger village communi.~
ties where trade could be better controlled.

This site is significant, therefore, inithat it has the potential
of vielding important archaeological data concerning regional diversi-
ties in Aleut culture, as well as evidence delineating cultural change

in the historic period due to Russian intrusion into this area.




