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Collection Description

Title: Acadia National Park Resource Management Records, 1903-2007

Abstract: Acadia National Park Resource Management Records document the creation and
administration of the park, its cultural and natural resources and the development of the historic
motor and carriage road systems by philanthropist John D. Rockefeller Jr. The records detail
legislative and administrative processes and procedures, the early park naturalist program, the
protection and fire management program, research and natural resource management activities
and road and bridge construction projects. The records are comprised of correspondence, project
reports, research, newspaper clippings and publications.

Name and Location of Repository: Acadia National Park, National Park Service
Date (inclusive): 1903-2007 bulk: 1932-1984

Name of Creator: Acadia National Park

Catalog Number (Collection): ACAD 55259

Extent: 59 If

Scope and Content:

The Acadia National Park Resource Management Records document the activities of park staff
in managing and preserving the park’s natural and cultural resources. In particular, the central
files provide a framework for understanding the history of the park. George Bucknam Dorr,
Acadia’s first Custodian/Superintendent was the driving force behind the creation and evolution
of the park. The “201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence” cover various topics including CCC
camps, work projects, motor road construction and property acquisition. Information specific to
the park’s motor road design and development can be found in the “201-18 Rockefeller
Correspondence” covering the period 1915-1953. Like Dorr, John D. Rockefeller Junior’s
contributions to Acadia National Park are immeasurable. The Rockefeller correspondences
chronicle the success and tribulations associated with the design and construction of the motor
and carriage road systems. Construction reports detailing work on the carriage and motor roads
can be found in maintenance files as well as individual building data sheets for non-extant park
structures. Similarly, the park narrative can be traced through the extensive newspaper clippings
collection. Often highlighted are the activities of the dynamic park naturalists program.
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The Park Naturalist records underscore the events and accomplishments of the early naturalist
program. The first Park Naturalist, Arthur Stupka, kept an annotated journal of park weather
observations and flora and fauna sightings that are also documented in a small collection of
lantern slides. Also by Stupka, the “Nature Notes” series is a published newsletter highlighting
program specifics such as ranger-led tours and campfire programs. Other research of interest is
the 1935 list of mycology specimens collected from Mount Desert Island and Christmas Bird
Count Lists. The Deer Management program records, held here, were conflated in 1982 from
various division files. Initially, the Park Naturalists had oversight of the Deer program, later as
culling was employed to control the park population, the program moved under the Protection
division.

The Protection Division files hold monthly ranger reports, climatological observations, fire
summaries and a history of the 1947 Bar Harbor fire. The monthly reports, submitted by the
Eastern and Western District Rangers between 1953 and 1967 provide an overview of the
protection program and park incidents. Under the auspice of the Protection Division, the Fire
Management program records comprise weather observations, individual fire reports, annual fire
summaries and Fire Control Plans (1927-1980). Additionally, records of the 1947 Bar Harbor
Fire including photographs, reports, maps and newspaper clippings provide insight and an
overview about containment efforts and extent of the fire. Newspaper clippings and articles
about the 1947 fire can also be found in the Publications series. Also in the Publications series
are nearly fifty years of park brochures, program flyers, early general information circulars and
articles published by the Wild Gardens of Acadia in conjunction with Sieur de Monts National
Monument.

While the Publication series consist of information developed for the public, the Research
Project files hold park planning and project documents such as Cultural Landscape reports and
Historic American Engineering Records. Of particular interest are records associated with the
historic motor road and related structures such as the log book belonging to Leo Grossman,
Bureau of Public Roads engineer for the Cadillac Mountain road construction project, 1928-1932
and a cost survey for the proposed motor and horse roads produced by Walter Kidde &
Associates. Rockefeller and Dorr were sensitive to the road system and associated buildings
blending with the environment. Specifications for the Brown Mountain Lodge and the Jordan
Pond Gate Lodge designed by Grosvenor Atterbury demonstrate this ideal.

Five personal paper collections were also identified and during FY 10 and have been described in
separate finding aids: George Halcott Chadwick Compendium of the Geology of Mount Desert
Island in Maine and Related Correspondence (ACAD 58812), Ornithological Papers of Effie A.
Anthony (ACAD 58813), Ornithological Papers of Paul G. Favour, Jr. (ACAD 58814), Arthur
Stupka Maine Papers (ACAD 58815), and the Leo Grossman Papers (ACAD 58816).
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Arrangement:
The records are arranged in seven series as follows:
Acadia National Park Resource Management Records, 1903-2007

I. Central Files and Park Reading Files

A. Pre-1953;
100  History and Legislation
200  Administration and Personnel
300  Appropriation, Finance and Accounts
500 Publicity and Statistics
600 Lands, Buildings, Roads, and Trails
700  Flora, Fauna, Natural Phenomena, Antiquities, and Sciences
800  Protection, Service to Public, and Forestry
900  Concessions

Post-1953;
A Administration and Management
D Development and Maintenance
F Fiscal
H Area and Service History
L Lands, Water and Recreation Planning
N Natural and Social Sciences
S Supplies, Procurement and Property
W Laws and Legal Matters, Reports
Y Forestry

B. Park Reading Files, 1980-1995 (yellow/green carbon copies of park central files)
I. Park Naturalist Files

Naturalist Reports

Nature Notes
Arthur Stupka Nature Journal, 1932-1935 (photocopy) ACAD-318
Photographs [Lantern slides] by A. Stupka ACAD- 640
Visitor Programs
Research
1. Deer Management Program
2. Ornithology

moowp

3. Mycology
F. Collection Inventory
G. Reports
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H. Publications

II. Protection Division Files
A. Ranger Monthly Reports
Eastern District
Western District
B. Fire Management Program
1. Fire Reports
2. Fire Plans

3.  Weather Observations
4. 1947 Bar Harbor Fire

V. Maintenance Division Files!

A. Building Files
B. Construction Reports

V. Publications
A. NPS Publications
1. Pamphlets
B. Non-NPS Publications
1. Pamphlets
2. Park-related Publications
VI.  Research Project Files (chronologically now, accrete overtime)
VII.  Resources (Research) from other Organization
Photocopies of records from Olmstead Associates for Acadia National Park

VIIl. Lands Files

Land Deeds — land donated to the Park by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. (ACAD-282) —
unprocessed

IX.  Planning Division Files — unprocessed

! See also Finding Aid for Acadia National Park Maintenance Division Motor Road Construction Reports, 1933-
1980, ACAD 29257
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Series Descriptions
Series I. Central Files

Central Files hold records from all park divisions documenting the administrative and decision
making processes of staff from daily activities to complex projects. The records were arranged
following existing NPS filing classifications schemes. Records created prior to 1953 were
arranged based on a numeric decimal system (i.e. 620.). Whereas records created after 1953
were arranged following an alphanumeric system (H22). Remnants of an early numerical system
(i.e. 2.6.1 or 13. 1.6) were identified and noted. Of particular interest are the correspondence
held here between the first Superintendent George B. Dorr and John D. Rockefeller Jr. Both
men were instrumental in shaping the park. The prominent role Dorr played in creating the park
is visible throughout the records as is the overlap between his public and private life. To
maintain context some of Dorr’s personal records have been left in place, such as his cremation
certificate. This series holds the park’s reading file, 1980-1995. These records are copies of a
portion of the park’s central files. They are sometimes referred by color “Yellows” or “Greens,”
since they are often on colored carbon paper. The records are arranged chronologically.

Series I11. Park Naturalist Files

Naturalist Reports, Nature Notes and Nature Journals (photocopies) of the prolific first Park
Naturalist Arthur Stupka are located within this series as well as lantern slides taken by Stupka
and a colleague. Received from Great Smokey Mountain National Park, the Nature Journals
(ACAD-318) and lantern slides (ACAD-640) are included here as part of the park resource
management records to identify provenance and maintain intellectual control. This series also
contains programmatic research files, reports and publications. The Deer Management Program
records, found under the sub-series Research, resulted from a conflation of divisional files,
reports and central files that were compiled in 1982. The records have been left as they were
found due to the difficulty in determining provenance.

Series IV. Protection Division Files

Protection Division Files are currently arranged in two sub-series; Ranger Reports and Fire
Management Program. The Ranger reports present a monthly account of ranger activities by
district. Fire program records hold fire reports and plans, weather observations and data on the
1947 Bar Harbor fire.

Series V. Maintenance Division Files

ACAD Records — 5



Currently, the Building files sub-series primarily holds records of buildings that are no longer
extant. The sub-series Construction Reports holds final construction reports, progress views,
photographic reports and inspections reports for roads and bridges in Acadia National Park
dating from 1929-1995. These records are associated with those found in the Finding Aid for
Acadia National Park Maintenance Division Motor Road Construction Reports, 1933-1980
completed by the Northeast Museum Services Center in 2001.

Series VI. Publications

This series is divided into NPS publications and non-NPS publications. NPS publications were
created by the park or within the Department of Interior and hold Unigrid brochures, general
information pamphlets and park-related articles together with Sieur de Monts/Wild Garden of
Acadia park publications and Lafayette National Park Museum Bulletins. Tourist visitor guides,
maps and articles can be found in Non-NPS publications. The records here were gathered during
previous surveys from various divisional files and the Vertical files.

Series VII. Research Project Files

This series holds project-related documentation resulting from planning and preservation projects
at the park such as gatehouse construction specifications, commercial services planning
documents, road construction surveys and reports as well as Cultural Landscape Reports and
Historic American Engineering Reports (HAER).

Series VIII. Resources (research) from other Organization

Currently, this series holds photocopies of records of the Olmstead Associates regarding their
work at Acadia National Park on the motor roads. The records were copied at the Library of
Congress by a park volunteer and were subsequently given to the park for research.

Access: The Archives is open to researchers through scheduled appointments; please contact
Park officials at 207-288-8728.

Publication Rights:

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials. The Privacy Act of 1974 (5 United
States Code 552a) governs the use of materials that document private individuals, groups and
corporations.
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Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an individual, group or
corporation. These specified conditions of authorized use include:

-non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, research or teaching
.criticism or commentary

-as a NPS preservation or security copy for research use

-as a research copy for deposit in another institution

If the researcher later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use,"” the
researcher is personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement and agrees to
indemnify the NPS from any legal action as a result of the error. Permission to obtain a
photographic, xerographic, digital or other copy of a document doesn't indicate permission to
publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, distribute or prepare derivative works from the
document without permission from the copyright holder and from any private individual, group
or corporation shown or otherwise recorded.

Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, sell or
otherwise distribute the item must be obtained separately in writing from the holder of the
original copyright (or if the creator is dead from his/her heirs) as well as from any individual(s),
groups or corporations whose name, image, recorded words or private information (e.g.
employment information) may be reproduced in the source material. In the case of the
Washington Association of New Jersey Records, the holders of the original copyright of most of
the documents are the Association and private individuals, not the National Park Service. The
National Park Service is not legally liable for copyright, privacy or publicity infringement when
materials are wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for "fair use."” Some published
and unpublished material in the Records is in the public domain; the researcher should consult
legal references such as the website “Copyright and Public Domain in the United States” at
http://www.copyright.cornell.edu/public_domain/

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the order is
judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity law.

Additional Restrictions:
This institution also places restrictions on the use of cameras, photocopiers and scanners in the

research room.
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Custodial History (Provenance): Little or no original order was discernable. At some point in
time, central files, park naturalist files and publications were incorporated into various divisional
files, the vertical file or the library. In particular, the Interpretation division became the
repository for many of the parks records. The park hired a fulltime curator in the mid-1990s.
Beginning in 2000, the curator began to accession resource management records. Five personal
paper collections were identified within the resource management records.

Indexing Terms:
The following are indexing terms related to the description of this collection.

Acadia National Park (Bar Harbor, ME)
Sieur de Monts National Monument
Lafayette National Park

George B. Dorr

John D. Rockefeller Jr.

Historic Motor Roads

Carriage Roads

1947 Bar Harbor Fire

Processing and Other Information:

Staff at the Northeast Museum Services Center (NMSC) processed the records at its
Charlestown, Massachusetts offices. The first phase of the project involved processing 10.5
linear feet of records and was carried out during the summer of 2009 with FY09 Backlog Catalog
funds. The second phase of the project took place from October 2009 to September 2010 with
FY10 Backlog Cataloging funds. Twenty-four linear feet of resource management records and
nine linear feet of personal papers collections were processed. During the third phase of the
project (November 2010-September 2011), an additional 24.5 linear feet of resource
management records were processed. Teri DeYoung, NMSC Museum Specialist arranged and
described the records and wrote the finding aid.

During processing, materials were refoldered in acid-free folders, leaving the contents of the
folder as found and transcribing the titles of the original folders to the new folders. Where
existing titles did not accurately describe or reflect the contents of the box or folder, additional
content information was added to the folder title and was shown enclosed in square brackets.
Photographs and newsprint were found without enclosures and were rehoused in archival
enclosures. The oversize items (larger than legal size) were removed, unfolded and rehoused in
archival folders and flat boxes or map folders (where possible an archival copy of oversize
newsprint was placed in the original location). Each item was replaced with an acid-free

separation sheet indicating the original storage location, and a copy of the separation sheet was
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placed with the oversized item to cross-reference the materials.

Finding aid prepared using Describing Archives: A Content Standard and NPS Museum
Handbook: Appendix D (Museum Archives and Manuscript Collections).

Preferred Citation: Courtesy of National Park Service, Acadia National Park
Resource Management Records, Catalog # ACAD 55259, Box X, Folder Y.

Related Materials: Finding Aid for Acadia National Park Maintenance Division Motor Road
Construction Reports, 1933-1980; Ornithological Papers of Paul G. Favour Jr., 1956-1999,
Catalog # ACAD 58814; Leo Grossman Papers, 1927-1994, Catalog # ACAD 58816; NARA,
Record Group 79, Acadia National Park, Central Classified Files

Acknowledgments:

The cataloguers would like to express gratitude towards the staff at Acadia National Park for
their assistance in carrying out this work. In particular, thanks must go to Rebecca Cole-Will,
Cultural Resources Program Manager.

Reference Code: US (country code) MeBhANP (repository code) 55259 (local identifier)

Language: English.
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Administrative History

The following chronology and narrative do not represent a complete history of Acadia National
Park merely a framework for understanding the context of the records in the current finding aid.

Chronology:
1901

1903

1914

1913-1940

September 1915

8 July 1916

2 December 1916

Summer 1917

26 February 1919

1922-1958

Fall 1923

1927

19 January 1929

Hancock County Trustee of Public Reservations formed (HCTPR)

George B. Dorr elected Vice President HCTPR. 1913 John D. Rockefeller
Jr. (JDR, Jr.) begins construction of carriage roads on his own land

George B. Dorr and Edward Howe Forbush, Massachusetts State Ornithologist,
urge Dept. of Interior to accept 5,000 acres of HCTPR land as national park.

JDR, Jr. begins constructing carriage roads on his own land several years later he
is granted permission to construct carriage roads on HCTPR lands and later on
ACAD park lands. He will continue construction until 1940, totaling 57 miles.

JDR, Jr. makes first substantial gift of $17,500 towards creation of a national
monument in response to an appeal from Charles W. Eliot.

Sieur de Monts National Monument established. George B. Dorr named
“Custodian”

Wild Gardens of Acadia, Inc. established. Principally owned and controlled by
George B. Dorr, the tax-paying corporation promoted biological research and
study on MDI

Two Rangers employed

Name changed to Lafayette National Park, Dorr named first
superintendent

Planning and construction of the historic Motor Road System

First park motor road (5 miles in length) under construction by John D.
Rockefeller, Jr., extending from Bar Harbor (Rte. 233) to Jordan Pond.

Park Master Plan

re-designated Acadia National Park
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1930

1933-1942

1935
1940
1941
1942

1944

17 October — 14
November 1947

1949
1964
1965
1979
25 September 1986

1992

JDR, Jr. begins donating property to ACAD

3 CCC camps established: McFarland Field 154-NP-1, Eagle Lake 158-
NP-2 “Camp Governor Brann” SP-1 at Ellsworth

Otter Cliff radio station relocated to Schoodic Peninsula
JDR Jr. ends carriage road construction (begun 1913)
Dorr donates Old Farm to ACAD

Seawall Naval Radio Station developed

Isle au Haut parklands acquired

August 7, Benjamin Hadley named Superintendent serving until March
31, 1953

Thompson Island acquisition approved

1947 Mount Desert Island Fire, 17,188 total acres (8,730 park land)
Saint Croix Island National Monument authorized

ACAD Master plan approved

Job Corps Center opens

Jordan Pond House burns

Park boundary established

General Management Plan approved
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Narrative:

The Hancock County Trustees for Public Reservations (HCTPR) 1903 charter states:

..to acquire, by devise, gift or purchase, and to own, arrange, hold, maintain or improve for
public use, lands in Hancock County, Maine, which by reason of scenic beauty, historical interest,
sanitary advantage, or other like reasons, may become available for such purpose.”

No member of the committee embraced the tenets set forth in the charter more than its Vice President,
George B. Dorr. Conservation of scenic vistas and the area’s natural resources spurred local residents like
Dorr to find a way to preserve and protect the unique landscape. Between 1903 and 1916 when Sieur de
Monts National Monument was created, the HCTPR had acquired by purchase or donation approximately
5,000 acres.> Much of the land bequests, title research and adoption of legislation to create the park were
due to Dorr’s lobbying. It was axiomatic that Dorr, with his personal investment in the park and his
particular knowledge of the islands resources, was chosen as the Park’s first Custodian and
Superintendent. He would serve as Superintendent until his death in 1944,

The only park in the National Park Service to be created wholly from land donation, the newly established
Sieur de Monts National Monument received little or no operating budget in its first year of operation.?

In 1916, no money was appropriated for the new site. Dorr created The Wild Gardens of Acadia
Corporation in that year to promote wildlife conservation and education through environmental studies
and publications.* As President (and Treasurer) of the corporation, Dorr was able to promote the new
Monument and circumvent its pecuniary difficulties through the use of his own resources. The following
year, the entire $150 allotment from congress went toward ranger services for wildlife protection.” The
park’s first official ranger, seasonal ranger George King, was hired for the summer of 1917 at $50 a
month.°

In 1919 the recently renamed Lafayette National Park’s budget had grown to $10,000 and supported
several administrative staff and rangers.” In that year, approximately 7,000 automobiles entered the park.
To recapture the tranquility of the island as it was known prior to the automobile, south shore resident
John D. Rockefeller Jr. began constructing carriage roads. Like Dorr, Rockefeller was a passionate
supporter of the national monument later becoming the park’s greatest benefactor. Between 1918 and
1940, Rockefeller constructed 57 miles of carriage roads in the park.® During planning and construction
of the carriage roads, Rockefeller worked closely with Dorr. That relationship continued with the
development of the motor road system. Both men “along with Charles W. Elliot of the HCTPR, agreed
that automobiles were not a passing fashion and that their presence and access to park roads needed to be

% George B. Dorr, The Story of Acadia National Park (1942), 36.
3 -

Ibid., 60.
* The Wild Gardens of Acadia, Statement of Aims and Purposes (1918).
5 -

Ibid.
® Richard Quinn research 10 things you didn’t know about Acadia, Park Vertical File.
" Edmond B. Rogers, History of Legislation Relating to The National Park System Through the 82™ Congress, Part
I11 (Washington, DC: National Park Service, 1958).
8 Jeffrey Killion and H. Eliot Foulds, Cultural Landscape Report for the Historic Motor Road System, Acadia
National Park (Boston: National Park Service, 2007), 21.
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carefully controlled.” Over the 35+ year period (1922-1958) of motor roads construction in the park,
Rockefeller assumed most of the cost and design work engaging the services of landscape architect
Fredrick Law Olmstead Jr. and architect Grosvenor Atterbury.

Like Rockefeller, NPS Director Steven Mather was concerned that the “overall visual and ecological
effect of road construction...be minimized and. . .effectively harmonize with the natural environment.”*
To that end, the NPS entered into a cooperative agreement with the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau
of Public Roads in 1926. This agreement, allowed park service engineers and landscape architects to
oversee the planning and review process while the Bureau of Public Roads developed specifications and
supervised construction ™ As work on Acadia’s roads progressed, the dynamics between Rockefeller,
the NPS and the Bureau of Public Roads evolved into a triumvirate where Rockefeller coordinated the
activities of both agencies."* In 1929, the year the park was re-designated Acadia National Park;
Superintendent Dorr approached Rockefeller to purchase a large sweep of land along the ocean from Sand
Beach to Otter Cliffs."™® This impressive piece of land and the scenic town-built Ocean Drive would
become part of the park motor road system creating an unbroken connection from Cadillac Mountain road
to the ocean perimeter. Rockefeller’s stipulation of the purchase was that Otter Cliffs radio station be
moved.” NPS land on the Schoodic peninsula was chosen as the new site and the Thunder Hole
demonstration segment of Ocean Drive was completed.

Road construction progressed during the New Deal “primarily from and making use of
Emergency Conservation Work funds.”*®> The Bureau of Public Roads oversaw the Acadia
Roads and Trails program to reroute existing roads and construct new ones. CCC crews in
collaboration with WPA and PWA crews “contributed much of the skilled labor needed on
complex construction jobs.”*® Work crews provided thousands of hours of labor. In an August
21, 1934 letter Superintendent Dorr writing to Acting Director Demaray outlined supplementary
work projects noting that construction of a two-mile long trail along Great Pond would require
approximately 1,000 “man days.” Besides road construction, work projects involved building
paths and access roads, campground and picnic areas, laying topsoil, woods cleanup, tree surgery
and pruning and Blister Rust control. Occasionally, crew members assisted the park naturalist.
During the summer of 1935 “when the park lacked the funds to hire naturalist Arthur Stupka, a
CCC student enrollee gave walking tours to visitors at Sieur de Monts Spring.”*’ Again in 1939
“enrollees acted as assistants to the Junior Park Naturalists... preserving and filing plant and

° Ibid., 23
" Ibid., 22
" bid.
' 1bid., 54
13 Sargent F. Collier, Mount Desert Island & Acadia National Park: An Informal History (Camden, Maine: Down
East Books, 1978), 126.
“ Ibid., 128.
1 Jeffrey Killion and Elliot Foulds, Cultural Landscape Report for the Historic Motor Road System Acadia National
Park (Boston: National Park Service, 2007), 42.
16 James Moreira et al., The Civilian Conservation Corps at Acadia National Park (2009), 31.
Y Ibid., 275
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animal specimens collected by the naturalists and typing excerpts from scientific books and

. 18
magazines...”

The park’s first naturalist, Arthur Stupka, initiated an ambitious naturalist program. A graduate of the
Yosemite School of Field Natural History, Stupka employed the principles he learned in the intensive
seven-week summer program of the importance of studying living organisms in their natural
environment.” In 1932 the first summer of his employment, Stupka conducted a host of campfire talks,
illustrated lectures; nature walks, and hikes to Cadillac summit as well as deep sea fishing excursions. In
an annual report for 1933, Stupka wrote:

“[i]t was fitting that Acadia, the first area of land east of the Mississippi River to become
a National Park, should be the first of the eastern parks to offer Ranger-Naturalist
Service. This service, inaugurated on June 13, 1932, was an experimental undertaking
which has proved successful. In 1932 the nature-guide work was restricted to the
summer season; this year the Ranger-Naturalist was recalled to resume the work
beginning May 1.”%

In 1933 the seasonal ranger-naturalist position became a permanent year-round Junior Park
Naturalist position.?* As with other national park sites where the naturalist was in charge of
educational activities, Stupka issued “‘each month an attractively illustrated mimeographed
publication known as Nature Notes. "?* The Nature Notes “series of short articles on natural-
history subjects. ..served to acquaint the visitor with the interesting features of the park.”?
Besides visitor services, the naturalist conducted research and surveys of the park’s flora and
fauna. Records of deer management, a mycology survey and Christmas Bird Counts indicate an
active program. Research of the park’s deer population illustrates an evolution of management;
from protection to culling. When the herd became too large, the Deer Management Program
became a joint effort between the Naturalist division and the Protection division.

A primary function of the Protection division was the Fire Management Program with one ranger
serving as park fire chief.** Beginning in 1926, the division actively recorded weather conditions
for the park. These observations helped determine fire danger conditions and were part of fire

reports and summaries. Annual fire summaries dating to 1930 provide detailed summaries about

18 H

Ibid.
9 http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/resedu/resedulr.htm accessed 7/26/10
% ACAD Resource Management Records, Box 2, Folder 20, 207-01.5 Report of the Ranger-Naturalist Service in
Acadia National Park for the Year 1933, Arthur Stupka, Temporary Jr. Park Naturalist
! Ibid.
22 http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/resedu/resedulq.htm, accessed 7/26/10
% Ibid.
 Fred H. Arnold, Wilbur L. Savage, and Robert B. Moore, The Mount Desert Island Fire of October 17 —
November 14, 1947 with particular reference to Acadia National Park, Maine, February 27, 1948 (Region One,
National Park Service; 1948) , 5.
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fires within the park. Until 1947, the fires were relatively small and manageable due in part to
CCC fire hazard reduction work.”> A combination of dry conditions and strong winds fueled the
1947 Bar Harbor fire as it raced across the island burning more than 17,000 acres. The fire
started adjacent to Dolliver’s Dump outside the park boundary on the afternoon of October 17.
When it was over, nearly one-third of the parks total area (8,750 acres) had been burned and
fifteen park structures were razed as a result of the fire.?® Local, state, federal and civilian
deployments joined forces to battle the blaze with NPS overhead personnel directing the effort.
Park Naturalist Paul Favour participated in a fly-over of the fire on the afternoon of October 24
sketching the fire boundary onto topographical maps and annotating the map with observations.?’
By November 14 when the fire was officially declared out, damage estimates outside the park
were $11,000,000 and inside the park almost $600,000.%®

Damage from the fire to park roads and trails was extensive.? The maintenance division played
an important role in the clean-up and reconstruction. Road construction reports, progress views
and bridge inspection reports held by the park’s Maintenance Division may have aided the
reconstruction efforts. Similarly, research projects with their associated photographs,
architectural drawings, maps and field notes such as Leo Grossman'’s field log for the Cadillac
Mountain Road project would have significant value for the management of park resources
providing a firsthand account of the project and decision making process at the time the road was
being built. As in the past, current project files and reports are the permanently valuable program
records that document the management of the park’s cultural and natural resources and are necessary
for the ongoing preservation and protection of the parks’ heritage.

*Ibid., 5
% Fred H. Arnold, Wilbur L. Savage, and Robert B. Moore, The Mount Desert Island Fire of October 17 —
November 14, 1947 with particular reference to Acadia National Park, Maine, February 27, 1948 (Region One,
National Park Service; 1948), 2, 45.
7 Ibid., 23. These maps are located in HQ/MC2/D8
% bid., 48.
# Ibid., 45.
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Collection Listing

Acadia National Park Resource Management Records, 1903-2007
Series I. Central Files [pre-1953]
Box 1

1. 101 Automobiles The Mount Desert Town Meeting, Herbert Weir Smith, Harvard
University, 23 August 1913

2. 101 First Public Announcement of the Plan to Form a National Park upon Mt. Desert
Island, 1913 (2); Bill to Establish the Mount Desert National Park, 30 May 1918

3. 101 “Notes by George B. Dorr 2.58” [Narratives on the early history of the park, 1918-

1938]

4. 101 “Notes by George B. Dorr 2.59” [Narratives on the early history of the park, 1925-
1939]

5. 101 Points of Interest to Visit in Acadia National Park — Notes by the Superintendent [c.
1935]

6. 101 Random Notes on the early history and development as a summer resort of Mount
Desert Island and particularly Seal Harbor, George L. Stebbins, August 1938

7. “Agassiz’s Visit to Mount Desert Island,” Bar Harbor Times, Thursday 18 September
1941

8. 101 Historic Buildings, M.A. Greely

9. 101 Government Provides Great Playground in Maine, Stephen T. Mather

10. 101 Correspondence, Theodore Roosevelt to Swager Sherley, Chairman Committee of
the House on Appropriations, re creation of park

11. 101 Informational Notes about Acadia National Park it’s Development and Growth,
Information about Bar Harbor and Mt. Desert Island, nd

12. 101 George B. Dorr Narrative of John D. Rockefeller Jr. Contributions to Acadia
National Park (poor photocopy)

13.  101-01 Correspondence, re Permission to place a plaque at top of Green Mountain
(Cadillac Mountain)

14. 120 White House letter sending quill pen used to sign Sieur de Monts National
Monument Proclamation 10 July 1916 (quill pen is ACAD 28941)

15. 120 A Bill to Establish the Mount Desert Island National Park in the State of Maine,
1918

16. 120 [State of Maine Memorial in the President of the United States and the Honorable
Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

Box 2

Assembled. Recommending that the Federal Government Establish an Official Gateway
to Acadia National Park, 16 December 1933] (copy)

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1920-1936 [book orders,
general correspondence]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1924, 1935-1936 [Property
Acquisition]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1927, 1935, 1936, 1940,
1942, 1946, 1949, 1951 “Personal Papers - George B. Dorr” [NPS management of GBD
burial and George B. Dorr correspondence]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1930, 1936, 1939 [Property
Acquisition]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1932 [Cadillac Mountain
Road]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1932, 1934-1936 [Otter
Creek Radio Station, Clean-up, Campground, Roads]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1932-1935, 1937, 1939 “Mr.
Dorr — Correspondence To and From”

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1933-1935 [CCC Camps and
Personnel]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1934-1935 [CCC Camps]
201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1934-1936 [Motor Road
Construction]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935, List of Materials
Rockefeller Nurseries Dictated by Mr. Connor, 6 May 1935

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935 [CCC Camps]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935 [Forester for the park]
201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935 [Ocean Drive foot path]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935 [Trustees of Public
Reservations, Hancock County Trustees of Public Reservations]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935 [Inventory of Library
Room, Islesford Museum]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935-1936 [Use and
Extension of Carriage Roads, Roads deeded to NPS — see copies in folder 4]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935-1936 [Use of Carriage
Roads, Motor Road Extension — see originals folder 3]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935-1936 [Spruce Sawfly,

Report on Planting]
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

Box 3

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935-1936 [Appointment of
Park Naturalist, Non-pay Wardens]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935, 1936, 1941, 1949
[Museum Reports, Inventory Islesford Museum room]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1935-1937 [Request for
books, Park Operations]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1936 [The Great Meadow
letter]

201-06 Superintendent’s Correspondence, George B. Dorr, 1936

201-06 [Harold Ickes and Homan’s House, 1939-1951]

201-18 Rockefeller Correspondence [1915-1944], Folder 1 of 2

201-18 Rockefeller Correspondence [1915-1944], Folder 2 of 2

201-18 Rockefeller Correspondence [1945-1953], Folder 1 of 2

201-18 Rockefeller Correspondence [1945-1953], Folder 2 of 2

206-02 Acadia Stamp, 1934

206-02 Acadia Stamp and Envelope, 1936 ACAD 33734, ACAD-651

207 Report of Field Activities of Senior Naturalist Technician from October 29 to
November 12, 1934, Charles J. Spiker

207 Report of the Trailside Botanical Museum, July 1 — September 1, 1935, John H.
Pierce, Botanist

207-01.5 Report of the Ranger-Naturalist Service in Acadia National Park for the Year
1933, Arthur Stupka, Temporary Jr. Park Naturalist, Folder 1 of 2

207-01.5 Report of the Ranger-Naturalist Service in Acadia National Park for the Year
1933, Arthur Stupka, Temporary Jr. Park Naturalist, Folder 2 of 2

207-01.5 Park Naturalist Report Acadia National Park, January — October, 1935
207-01.5 Museum Reports, Acadia National Park, May 1936 — January 1937, Maurice
Sullivan, Park Naturalist and Ralph H. Lewis, Field Curator

207-03 Report on the Sawtelle Collection, Islesford Museum, Little Cranberry Island,
Acadia National Park, 15 September 1948 by Regional Historian Roy E. Appleman and
Museum Curator J. Paul Hudson

207-04 Park Naturalist’s Report for the Months of May-August, 1934

207-11.1 Visitor Statistics, 1950-1951, Traffic Volume, 1951

207-11.1 Travel — Monthly — Public [Visitor Statistics, Traffic Volume Summary, 1950-
1952]

207-11.2 “Travel Statistics 2.8 1928-1940”
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

Box 4

207-20 Weather [1937-1953], Folder 1 of 2%

207-20 Weather [1937-1953], Folder 2 of 2%

501-02 The National Park on Mount Desert Island, Beatrix Farrand, Scribner’s
Magazine, April 1917

501-02 Information for Article — Rockefeller Roads, 1937

501-02 “Yankee Yellowstone: Acadia National Park on the Maine Coast is a bit of West
‘way down East” June 1946, Ruth Ayers*

501-03 “With the Good Folk of Old Castine” Sarah Powell, Baltimore American, 4
October 1903 (copies of article given by Mrs. T. Hale)

501-03 Newspaper Clippings, 1916-1935%

501-03 “Map of the Proposed Motor Road in the Acadia National Park,” “Letters,
Telegrams and Resolutions Favoring Rockefeller Road-building Programs” The Bar
Harbor Times, 11 February 1931%

501-03 “Notables of State and Nation Attend Opening of Cadillac Mountain Road,”
Portland Sunday Telegram, 24 July 1932%

501-03 Newspaper articles, 1936, 1947, 1951%

501-03 Press Release for 28 October 1937 [Cape May Warbler Nest and Eggs presented
to Park Museum]

501-03 Press Release Property Acquisition — Old Farm [includes related
correspondence], 1942

501-03 George B. Dorr Obituary, 1945 (photocopy)

501-03 Newspaper photograph “After Forest Fire Burned Out Bar Harbor, 24 October
1947”

501-04 “Points of Interest to Visit in Acadia National Park, Notes by the
Superintendent,” 1935

503-02 Typed Lists: “Negatives,” “Original Films,” “Original Plates and Negatives,”
taken by H. W. Gleason, 1905, 1918, 1922-1923

504 Photograph of park staff from NPS Bulletin(?) 1936, Athenaeum Items “Healy and
the Dorrs” No. 33, February 1945

504-04 Map, Acadia National Park: Bar Harbor Park Headquarters, 1933-1934

% See also separated material
®! See also separated material
% See also separated material
¥ See also separated material
% See also separated material
% See also separated material
% See also separated material
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

504-04 Map, United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey, Acadia
National Park and Vicinity, Hancock County, Maine, 1942*°

600 Preliminary Report on the Town Plan, Bar Harbor, Maine, July 1948

600-03 The Future of Mount Desert Island: A Report to the Plan Committee Bar Harbor
Village Improvement Association, 1928, Charles W. Eliot 2", Landscape Architect
600-03 A Land Status Study of Acadia National Park Mt. Desert Island Maine, Benjamin
L. Breeze, Resident Landscape Architect, 20 August 1942

602-01 Boundary Extension Islesford Museum and Islesford Wharf Tract # 14-102 &
#14-103, Deed #368 & #369, 1935-1949

604 Rockefeller Lands Conveyed to Park, 1935 (photocopy)

610 Donation of Old Farm, 1939-1941

610 George Dorr Property, 1941

610-01 Correspondence — Property Acquisition, 1924-1936 (photocopy) [see also 201-06
Superintendents Correspondence]

620 Notes & Transfer — Old Farm Property 2.36 [Sale and Inventory of Old Farm and
Compass Harbor Cottage, 1942-1950]

620 Field Report by Engineer Denniston and Architect Higgins on “Old Farm” Acadia
National Park 2.36, 16 September 1946

620 [Contents of House and Safe at Old Farm, 1940s]

630 Papers Relating to Road Hearing before Secretary Work, 26 March 1924, Folder 1
of 2

630 Papers Relating to Road Hearing before Secretary Work, 26 March 1924, Folder 2
of 2

630 Hearing on Lafayette National Park Road and Trail Development held before
Secretary of the Interior Work 26 March 1924 at 10:00 a.m.

630 Letters in Connection with the Hearing in Washington called 26 March 1924 by
Secretary Work in Response to Senator Pepper’s attack on the motor road then under
construction which Mr. Rockefeller was contributing to the park

Box 5 (5 legal size)

630 Cadillac Mountain Highway [Photograph book — Bureau of Public Roads, 1932]
630 Copies of Data turned over by Mr. Rockefeller, 17 October 1935 relating to
Proposed Roads in Acadia National Park

630 Carriage Roads Correspondence, 1935-1936 (photocopy)

630 George B. Dorr Narratives: The Great Meadow, Harden Farm Road, Harold
Peabody and Congressional Hearings [1930s]

630 Park Motor Roads: Sieur de Mont to Sand Beach [1930s — photocopies]

%7 See also separated material
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«©

10.
11.

12.

Box 6

ok wdpE

14.

630 Correspondence of George B. Dorr concerning trail and road construction 1935-
1936 (photocopy) (originals may be in 201-18 Rockefeller Correspondence)

630 Harden Farm Road, 1936 (photocopy)

630 Bicycle Use — Carriage Roads, 1940

701 Wherry: A Selected List of Ferns and Flowering Plants of Mount Desert Island and
Vicinity [19267]

731 Bird List, Mount Desert Island [1900-19307]

732 The Geology of Mount Desert Island, Norman L. Smith, National Park Service
[19367]

732 Geology Mt. Desert Island — Chadwick 13.25, 1937-1942 (See George Halcott
Chadwick Geology of Mount Desert Island Research)

833 Drawings and Photographs of a Micmac Canoe, 1936

833-05 Acadia Museum Plan Part | & I1, Ralph H. Lewis, Field Curator 2.21, 1936-1937
833-05 Correspondence to a Proposed Museum in Acadia National Park, 1936-1947
833-05 Books in the Islesford Collection [1939]

833-05 Abbe museum and Museum Training, 1948

833-05 Report on the Sawtelle Collection, Islesford Museum, Little Cranberry Island,
Acadia National Park 15 September 1948, Regional Historian Roy E. Appleman and
Museum Curator J. Paul Hudson, 1948

833-05 Museum Correspondence, 1948-1950

833-05 Islesford Museum Inventories, 1948-1959

833-05 Museums [Correspondence 1950-1953]

833-05 A Museum of Natural History is Needed in Acadia National Park, n.d.
833-05.2 Correspondence and Inventory Islesford Historical Museum, 1948

883-01 Mount Desert Island Fire October 1947 Photographs (Copy 3)

883-06 Control of White Pine Blister Rust, 1936, William E. Parsons, Senior Foreman
Forester

901 [Correspondence, Permits — Naval Radio Station Schoodic Peninsula and Seawall,
1943]

Box 7 [post-1953]

1.

w

A1619 Meetings — Recommendations Bar Harbor Village Improvement Association,
1995

A18 Advisory Boards, Field 1990

A18 [Maine Acadian Preservation Commission, 25 November 1991]

A18 Advisory Boards — Maine Acadian Cultural Preservation 