








Assistance

Cultural Resources Diversity
Internship Program Proposals

The National Park Service’s Cultural Resources
Diversity Internship Program (CRDIP) invites
project proposals for summer 2009, which marks
the 11th year of the program. The cost of selected
internships will be shared on a 50/50 basis between
the CRDIP and the intern sponsor. National
Heritage Areas are eligible to host an intern. The
deadline to submit a proposal is December 1, 2008.
Read more about hosting an intern at the website:
http://www.nps.gov/history/crdi/internship
s/hostsponsor.htm or contact Turkiya L. Lowe,
(202) 354-2266,
turkiya_lowe@contractor.nps.gov.

Institute of Museums and Library
Services (IMLS) Museums for
America Grants

Museums for America Grants strengthen a
museum’s ability to serve the public by supporting
activities that advance the institution’s mission and
strategic goals. Funds can be used for a wide variety
of projects, including: ongoing research, planning,
new programs and the purchase of equipment or
services. The deadline is November 1st. Visit
http://www.imls.gov/applicants/name.shtm
for more information.

Conference, Workshops
and Events

National Council on Public
History (NCPH) Puts Out Call
for Working Group Participants

At the 2009 NCPH conference in Providence, RI a
series of working groups, led by senior practitioners
and involving up to twelve participants, will allow
conferees to explore in depth a subject of shared
concern. In these innovative seminar-like
conversations, participants will have a chance to
discuss questions raised by specific programs,
problems, or initiatives in their own public history
practice with peers grappling with similar issues. For
2009, seven working groups are being assembled
including “How Do We Get There? Racial and
Ethnic Diversity within the Public History
Profession” and “Bearing the Standard: Public
Historians Role in the Commemorations of the
Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War.” To
join a working group, please submit a one-
paragraph abstract indicating the working group of
interest and describing the case you wish to raise
with your peers, together with a one- or two-page
resume or c.v. by October 31.

Visit
http://www.ncph.org/Conferences/2009/Wor
kingGroups/tabid/547/Default.aspx for more

information.

Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area

he Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area was advised early on: “If you want

to be designated as a heritage area - then act like a heritage area.” Though it was only
designated two years ago, in October 2006, the partnerships that form the basis of the new
NHA have been in existence for some time.

From its beginnings as a tri-state history council, the 55-mile heritage area sought to establish

deep roots in the communities that it served. The Feasibility Study revealed compelling
themes, a story of national importance and a diverse
group of citizens who were willing to work together to
manage the proposed heritage area. In the days and
weeks that followed release of the study, nearly 200
organizations, institutions, municipalities and
individuals signed on as supporters.

This broad “pre-designation” process yielded some

interesting and notable projects. Funded through
private donations and shepherded by the heritage area
Trustees, the initiatives sought to engage a wide range of
people and organizations, many of whom had coexisted for years, but had never collaborated.

Heritage Walk at Richmond Iron
Works, Richmond, MA

Among the very first projects was the Iron Heritage Trail, a detailed look at a prolific early
industry that attracted many of the families that still reside in the region, and the reason for
the geological “footprint” that defines the heritage area’s boundaries. The Housatonic River
watershed, together with the existence of rich iron ore, limestone and hardwood trees all
combined to enable the thriving industry. Local foundries eventually yielded mountains of
high-quality “pig iron,” used to forge tools, train wheels and

the vast majority of canons for General Washington’s

Continental Army in the Revolutionary War. The so-called

“Salisbury arsenal” was considered essential to the war effort,

earning it the nickname “arsenal of the revolution.”

Bringing the region’s diverse heritage to life through direct
interaction was a goal of the first “Heritage Walks” event, offering
up about two dozen explorative hikes. Tourists and citizens
responded very positively to the opportunity to explore and learn
about local treasures. Now in its 7th year, the annual event
includes over five dozen heritage adventures that include hikes,
walks, lectures, canoe trips and bicycling. The partnership
opportunities have flourished through this project, bringing a
multitude of historians, educators, cultural institutions,
environmental organizations and others into direct partnership
with the heritage area.

Biking trail in the Berkshire

Mountains

The high-profile African American Heritage Trail in the Upper Housatonic Valley has

provided the heritage area with a national spotlight. The project illuminates the rich heritage

of African Americans in the region, including sites such as Elizabeth ‘Mumbet’ Freeman
heritage center in Sheffield; the Samuel Harrison House in
Pittsfield; and the W. E. B. Du Bois Boyhood Homesite in Great
Barrington. The African American Heritage Trail effort is guided
by an Advisory Council with representatives from Williams
College, MASS College of Liberal Arts, Simon’s Rock College,
Berkshire Community College, UMASS at Amherst, The
Trustees of Reservations, the W.E.B. Du Bois Foundation,
Berkshire Athenaeum, Berkshire County Historical Society,
Stockbridge Library, Sheffield Historical Society, the Samuel
Harrison Preservation Project, and other historical societies and
projects throughout the region.

In 2003 the UHVNHA began a partnership with the
; Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts,

Hancock Shaker Village /gy chire Community College, Berkshire
Chamber of Commerce and others, to provide a week-long graduate-level F
teacher’s course. The “Housatonic Experience” program assists the area’s
school teachers in bringing a local heritage curriculum into the region’s
classrooms. During the course teachers
will visit heritage sites, receive interpretive:. UPPER HOUSATONIC VALLEY
materials, and will get explicit training in NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
the development of a heritage curriculum.
The predominant themes identified in the Upper Housatonic River Valley of Connecticut
and Massachusetts include the cultural resort, the scenic landscape, the cradle of industry and
the Revolutionary War. While broad in scope, the themes are written upon the land in the 29
New England towns that make up the heritage area. Though they’re known for their warm,
yet conservative ways - there is an inspiring upwelling of support from townspeople for the
further exploration and conservation of the rich history and traditions that exist in the Valley.

For more information visit the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area online at
www.housatonicheritage.org. A new website and logo will be unveiled in November 2008.
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