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Elevated SO2 Levels Prompt Closure of Four Miles of Crater Rim Drive 

 

Scientists at the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
continue to record elevated sulfur dioxide (SO2) 
levels at the summit of Kilauea volcano in an 
area adjacent to Halema‘uma‘u crater, a 
popular park overlook. 
 
SO2 is a hidden volcanic hazard. Exposure to 
the invisible gas can aggravate pre-existing 
heart and breathing problems such as asthma. 
 
The elevated SO2 levels have prompted the 
park to adjust visitation to the area to protect 
visitors and employees. USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory scientists 

 collect gas samples near Halema‘uma‘u crater. 
 

Today, Superintendent Cindy Orlando issued the following orders that will be in effect until rescinded: 
 

 Crater Rim Drive just beyond Jaggar Museum south/southeast to Chain of Craters Road is 
closed to all visitor activity, including driving, hiking, and bicycling. 

 Crater Rim Trail from Jaggar Museum parking lot south/southeast to Chain of Craters Road  
is closed. 

 All trails leading to Halema‘uma‘u crater are closed including those from Byron Ledge, 
‘Iliahi (Sandalwood) Trail, and Ka‘u Desert Trail.  

 

Most of the park and its facilities remain open including Kilauea Visitor Center, Jaggar Museum, 
Volcano House Hotel, Kilauea Military Camp, Volcano Art Center Gallery, Thurston Lava Tube, 
Devastation Trail, Kilauea Iki Trail, Sulphur Banks Trail, Chain of Craters Road, Kulanaokuaiki 
Campground, and all backcountry campsites. 


