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Reinforcements Arrive to Help with Father’s Day Incident  
        
                                                                                                                    
Friday morning, 10 firefighters from Whiskeytown 
National Recreation Area arrived at Hilo airport. 
 

They were called in to support Hawai‘i Volcanoes’  

staff in the multitude of activity—earthquake swarm, 

lava outbreak, lava-ignited wildfire, sulfur dioxide 

fuming, Pu‘u ‘O‘o collapse—associated with Episode 

56 of the ongoing eruption of Kilauea.   

 

This diversified and nationally recognized crew will 

among other tasks, help suppress wildfires, manage 

helicopter operations, staff engines, and sample 

vegetation to assess fire potential.    

 

The team is used to working in remote and 

inaccessible areas.  Their last assignment in Hawai‘i 

was on Moloka‘i where they constructed a fuel break 

to protect the settlement in Kalaupapa National 

Historic Park.    

Firefighters from Whiskeytown National 
Recreation Area arrive at Hilo Airport.  
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