[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE






Release date:


Contact(s):


Phone number:


Date:


Release code:





A Soldier’s City:  Harpers Ferry 1864














Harpers Ferry NHP News Release








On Saturday and Sunday, July 26-27, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will present A Soldier’s City:  Harpers Ferry 1864.  Members of Company C, 10th Vermont Infantry living history group will help park staff to present the story of the military occupation of Harpers Ferry in 1864.


 


July of 1864 was a turbulent time in the course of the Civil War.  Confederate troops had nearly penetrated the defenses of the nation’s capital at Washington, D.C.  While Confederate partisan raiders commanded by John Singleton Mosby and John Mobberly were molesting Federal operations throughout Virginia, Maryland and West Virginia, Federal commanders were readying their men for the final push toward Richmond and the ultimate end of Civil War.





1864, the last year of war, brought tremendous hardships to citizens of Harpers Ferry caught between two warring armies. At a critical junction of transportation, Harpers Ferry became the crux of Philip Sheridan’s campaigns in the Shenandoah Valley, seeking to eliminate General Early and the threat to the nation’s capital, as well as depriving the south of critical supplies from the breadbasket of the Confederacy.





Visitors are invited to experience a town under martial law at the height of Civil War, as soldiers guard the streets once again and citizens struggle to survive. Special exhibits will include the Provost Marshal’s Office, Dry Goods Store, Stipes Boarding House, Tavern & Guard House.  Ranger-guided tours will be offered at 12:00 noon & 2:00 p.m.   Military encampments and special programming will be open to the public from 11:00 a.m. �to 4:00 p.m.





For additional information, call the park’s Information Center at 304-535-6029.





Programming schedule:





Partisans, Patriots and Murderers: Irregular Troops in Harpers Ferry


A ranger-guided living history presentation. The Civil War, at many times, was far from civil.  Both sides used spies and scouts to find out what the enemy was doing, and in many cases to destroy or hamper operations.  These partisans and rangers, many working outside of the command of the military, preyed on soldiers and civilians alike as the war grew into a bitter and spiteful contest.


			Time: 12:00 pm





	Summer of Fire


A ranger-guided historic weapons firing demonstration. The hot months of summer during the Civil War were the prime opportunity for an army to march and fight.  Join Park Rangers as they recount and demonstrate the fire that raged around Harpers Ferry during four longs years of war.


			Times: 2:00 pm
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.








National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior





Immediately


Marsha B. Wassel


304-535-6748


July 10, 2008





™









