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 Jeff Woods’ soft-spoken manner does not readily reveal his past, but the Chief Ranger at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park has lots of interests and searches for diversity in his life and career.  





Woods grew up in southern Missouri, did a 4 ½ year stint in the Army Airborne Rangers and graduated from University of Missouri-Columbia.  In 1988, while a student at the university, he started his career with the National Park Service as a seasonal ranger.  He worked his way to a permanent position at Gulf Islands National Seashore in Florida/Mississippi and has been near a body of water ever since.  His second assignment was St. Croix National Scenic Riverway in Wisconsin, followed by a big move to Hawaii as Assistant Chief Ranger and then Chief Ranger at the USS Arizona on the island of Oahu.  





Woods did not hesitate when asked about his most memorable experience with the NPS.  He said, “being an NPS diver at the USS Arizona. It wasn’t a regular part of my job, but as a certified diver, I was given this incredible opportunity.  We’d dive a couple of times a month to two weeks doing artifact inventory, assisting researchers, and assessment of the ship. After you really get to know the Arizona, which takes a while because she’s so large, you realized that only a handful of people will ever get to see her that way.  Being in that space was frightening and exhilarating at the same time.  There’s a real presence down there. Seeing the damage and the enormity of the explosion puts you there, in that time in history.  As a veteran, myself, it was very meaningful.”





Woods chose to leave his Hawaiian paradise for a new challenge.  He and his wife were ready to return to the mainland, so when the position at Harpers Ferry opened up, he applied for the job.  He liked the diversity of the park and the couple felt the area had a lot to offer with Washington and Baltimore a short distance away.  He’s settling in and enjoying his new assignment at the confluence of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers.
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