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Harpers Ferry Park announces the March 2009 Women’s History Month Program, Necessity the Mother of Invention.  On Saturday and Sunday, March 28-29 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., the public is invited to see industrial revolution debuted machines, gadgets, and gizmos that helped offer Americans more time, more money and established a burgeoning middle class.  Harpers Ferry women took advantage of these inventions and employed them in their everyday lives with family, field and factory.  Special programs will feature industrial & scientific advances in gardening, food preservation, and fabric manufacturing. 





Join the park’s living history volunteers and staff at the Ready Made Clothing Store for stories, displays, and demonstrations about the fateful lives of the Virginius Island Mill Girls.  The weaving mill opened in 1847 to rave reviews boasting technologies of gas lights and steam heat employing 35 women.  The mill’s sudden closure cast a shadow of embezzlement on the mill’s management and a dim and uncertain future for the women workers. Contrast and compare machine-made yarn and cloth to hand-made samples.





Additionally, at the Dry Goods Store exhibit, visitors can inspect the latest in patent medicines and home entertainment, such as the stereopticon. Learn about Doctor Fowler’s theories on Phrenology, the health benefits of Sylvester Graham’s health cracker, Mr. Goodyear's vulcanized rubber products, Samuel Colt’s revolver pistol, and the variety of ways to light your home at mid-century. Join the living history staff and volunteers as they demonstrate the differences between tin can and glass preserved foods.  Visitors are invited to examine Victorian food preservation methods and containers.   





For additional information contact the Living History Branch at 304-535-6063.














Women’s History Month Program Presents Necessity the Mother of Invention 





National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior






























