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On Saturday and Sunday, April 21 and 22, 2007, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will present, Rally for Virginia 1861: From Citizens to Soldiers.  The Southern Grays, a volunteer military history group, will portray the Jefferson Guard and a camp of mustering of Virginia State Troops during the opening moments of the Civil War when citizens became soldiers. Although the federal armory at Harpers Ferry had been destroyed in April, the town remained a strategic military staging area for the growing Confederate forces.  The Jefferson Guard, an 1861 militia unit from Jefferson County, became part of the 2nd Virginia Infantry of the Confederate Army.  The Jefferson Guard mustered in to Confederate service in the spring of 1861 under Colonel Thomas Jackson, later known as General “Stonewall” Jackson.  The Jefferson Guard will depict the raw recruits of the time with period correct uniforms, weapons, and camp life. 





On Saturday and Sunday activities begin at 11:00 a.m. and conclude at 4:00 p.m.  A special ranger-guided walking tour, “Jackson’s Camp of Instruction,” a historic weapons drill and firing demonstration begins at 12:00 noon, followed at 2:00 p.m. by “The War Outside the Door: Harpers Ferry 1861.”





This special program will reveal the turmoil and chaos that existed in Harpers Ferry at the outbreak of the American Civil War, when Virginia citizens cast their lot with the Confederacy or tried to remain loyal to the Union.  The weekend programs feature stories of the last days of the federal armory when it was torched by federal forces.  








For additional information, please contact the Harpers Ferry Park Visitor Center at 304-535-6029.
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