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Harpers Ferry Park Ranger Mark Howard Receives National Capital Region’s Harry Yount Award for Excellence in Rangering
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.











Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is pleased to announce Park Ranger Mark Howard has received the National Capital Region’s Harry Yount Award.  After attending a seasonal law enforcement academy at the University of Memphis, Mark began his NPS career at Little Bighorn Battlefield in Montana in 1998. Working multiple seasons at both Little Bighorn and Fort Davis NHS, Mark earned his “permanent status” in 2000. In 2003, he moved to Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, where he is a Law Enforcement (LE) Ranger.  Although an LE, his influence and involvement touches every branch in the park and he wouldn’t have it any other way. Mark believes a Park Ranger should be prepared to perform any task and perform it well. While the law enforcement function is a critical part of rangering, it is so much more. Mark takes this responsibility to heart. Employees from all park divisions describe Mark as a “go to” guy and a person who responds ready to assist in any kind of situation. His dedication to the visitor experience, resource management and developmental experiences for future generations of park stewards is unparalleled at Harpers Ferry NHP. Throughout his career, Mark has demonstrated a true practice and appreciation for the roles, responsibilities, and philosophy of the park ranger profession. His positive impact and ability honors Harry Yount’s legacy and inspires those around him to continue excelling in traditional ranger duties for the betterment of the National Park Service.





Every year each of the seven National Park Service regions selects a Regional Harry Yount Award recipient whose “overall impact, record of accomplishments, and excellence in traditional ranger duties have created an appreciation for the park ranger profession on the part of the public and other members of the profession.” Mark Howard and the six other 


 regional award recipients from across the country are automatically nominated for the National Harry Yount Award.





The intent of the Harry Yount Award, named after the first known park ranger,  is to honor rangers who have consistently gone out every day and performed the traditional, generalist ranger duties of protecting the resources and serving the visitor; and, who have done it well in the eyes of their peers over time. 





 The Harry Yount Award is not a lifetime achievement award. Instead it is an award that honors the rangers who form the heart of the ranger corps and have a commitment to the Service’s mission. Regional Award recipients receive a plaque and a cash award. The National Award recipient will be brought to Washington, D.C. where he/she will be presented a cash award and an artistic bust in a ceremony on Capitol Hill.
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